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N.Y.’s Madison Sq. Garden May Ban 


Tele Cameras Due to Dip in Gate 


yarden, N. Y., 
bailiwick wuntél 
video cameras 


Madison Sq. 
television sports 
now, may ban all 
when its contracts with the TV 
broadcasters expire next May 3 
Reason is the dip in gate receipts 


at the Garden during the last sev- 
eral months, which Garden offi- 
cials believe may be attributed to 
tele, 

Brig. Gen. John Reed Kilpatrick 
prexy of the Garden corporation, 
declared frankly he didn’t know 
what was causing the dropoff in at- 
tendance. “It may be television,” 
he said. “Then again, it may be 


that the people just don’t have the 
money to spend any more on sports 


events. or that the attractions 
we're offering aren’t to their lik- 
ing.” Garden officials are nov 
studying intently their tele poli- 
cies. he said, and will reserve 
judgement on renewal of the con- 
tracts pending the outcome of 
those studies. 


if Kilpatrick and his associates 
decide that TV is the culprit, it will 
represent an almost direct reverse 
in their previous thinking. No 
matter what other fight promoters 
or the big league baseball mag- 
nates had thought previously about 
the effects of tele on their gates, 
the Garden execs had always 
voiced the belief that tele would 


(Continued on page 18) 





Jive Drummer Feels He’s 
Practically a Longhair 
Playing With Lombardo 


Guy Lombardo’s emphatically 
schmaltzy music, as distinct from 
the jivey stuff dished out on New 
York’s Swing Street (52d), had a 
curious effect on one Swing- 
Streeter. This is the story. 

Lombardo was doing a recording 
date with the Andrews Sisters and 
was torced to hire a drummer to 


replace his own for the one date... 


Skinbeater was standing around, 
waiting for the date to start, and 
was heard muttering to himself, 
“What am I going to tell the boys?’ 
He said it over and over again. 

Finally, Lombardo’s arranger, 
standing nearby, got curious about 
the repeated remark, and asked the 
Buy how come. “What am I going 
to tell the boys; how am I going 
to explain that I made records 
With Lombardo,” was the wail from 
the drummer, a dyed-in-the-wool 
92d streeter. “They'll run me off 
the street,” he feared. 





Niteries’ Eve Bookings 
15% Off, Checks Smaller 


i 


with lower prices, New 

Year's Eve reservations in N. Y. 
—— are about 15% below that of 
for a at this time. Requests 
inn poten the big night are com- 
tables ; Slowly, and lower priced 
are being requested. How- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Sibelius Eyes U. S. 


Plans are in the making to bring 


Jan Sibelius. famed Finnish com- 
poser, to the U. S. next spring. 
U. S. Minister to Finland Avra M. 
Warren. who visited Sibelius in 
Jarvenpaa last week on occasion 
of composer’s 83d birthday, wrote 
to Carleton Smith, director of Na- 
tional Arts Foundation, N. Y., that 


the composer would like to come to 
the U. S. “if 
as robust as now,” 
the trip by air with 
discomfort. 


Smith is initiating plans for the 


visit. including arrangement for 
Sibelius to hear major U. S. or- 
chestras. Composer, who was here 
once before in 1914, when Yale 
gave him an honorary degree, has 
often expressed desire to hear 
widely-known U. S. orchestras in 


works. 


H’ woodites Shell Out 
Half of 8006 Capital 


paeree of his 





For Israeli Pic Studio 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Establishment of an Israeli film 
in- 
contributing half of distinctly 


studio is near realization, with 
dividuals here 
the $800,000 capitalization. 

Reported Israel has 
for Jewish 
at 850,000. 
Tel Aviv, 
250,000, five 


lation estimated 
all-Jewish city, 
population of 
houses, 
monic 
theatres, 


orchestra, two major 
five dramatic 
and many dance studios. 
there are no film studios 
for sound and processing, 
has been producing 
for 20 years. In last two 
alone, more than $1,000,000 
been expended on these subjects. 

It’s revealed that 
writer 
invited to Israel to gather mate-}| 
rial for a screenplay on Israeli. 
He’s left for a three-month junket. 

New venture is a joint 
Israeli undertaking. Milton 
ling is chairman of Holiywood ad- 
visory council. 


OLD VIC ON THE VIDEO 


or 





IN U.S. VIA SHORTS 


London, Dec. 21. 
England's Old Vic Co., 
group whose members 
Laurence Olivier 
wife, Vivien Leigh, may soon 
seen on television in the U. S. 
Deal is in work ior the company 
to appear in a group of films to be 


lensed especially for video by 
Overland Films, Ltd., English pro- 
ducing outfit headed up by Ton) 
Jarkley. husband of actress De- 
borah Kerr. Pix would be stot in 
England and imported to th’s coun- 


(Continued on page 53) 


his health continues 
and he can make 
minimum oft 


70 Jewish- 
popu- 

The 
has a 

legit 
an opera house, a philhar- 
ballet 
workshops 
While 
labs 
country 
documentaries 
years 
has 


Hollywood 
Michael Blankfort has been 


American- 
Sper- | 


legit rep- 
in- 
and his 
be 
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| By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 


Hollywood, Dec. 
been a year of 
promise for the future of acting on 
the screen. Talented newcomers in 
greater measure than usual hit the 
nation’s screens and that studios 
think they are able is seen in the 


21. 
This has 


fact that these fresh faces are be- 
ginning to get the breaks 
Notable among them is Mont- 


gomery Clift, who first came to rec- 
ognition in Metro's European-made 


“The Search.” He repeated in 
Howard Hawks’ “Red River” and 
got the lead opposite Olivia de 
Havilland in Paramount’s “The 
Heiress.” He's since gone to Pales- 
tine where he and Fred Zinne- 
mann, who directed him in “The 
Search,” will make another docu- 
mentary type film in the Holy 
Land. 

Betsy Drake came through in 
| RKO’'s “Every Girl Should Be Mar- 
jried,”’ opposite Cary Grant. Actor 
‘saw her on London stage and 


italked RKO into signing her, with 
|} David O. Selznick sharing he con- 


'tract. Latter thought so much of 
her in her’ brightly-caparisoned 
comedy portrayal that he cast her 


opposite Gregory Peck in “A Tale 
of Two Cities,” which he’ll co- 
produce in Europe with Sir Alex- 
ander Korda, a role for Miss Dr-‘xe 
at variance with her 
screen bow. 

Shelley Winters lived up t 
promise she offered briefly with 
Ronald Colman in last season’s “‘A 
Double Life’ and came through 
with a lustrous interpretation of a 
trollop in Universal’s “Larceny,” 

(Continued on page 55) 





Playwrights’ Co. 
Mulls Tele Deal 
For Top Legiters 


Playwrights’ Co. has been ap- | 
proached for a television § series 
using its name and the works of its 
members. William Morris agency 


made the pitch, at an undisclosed 
figure, and would package the 
show. Pending a decision on the 
offer. members of the legit author 
group are nixing any other tele 
deals. 


Tentative setup for the proposec 
series calls for the Playwrights’ 
Co. to get a fee for the use of 
the name, the exact amount to b: 
based on the overall cost of thr 
show. Ownership would be retaine 
by the playwright group, with th 
package managed by the Morr 
office and the show itself handle 
by a producer, mutually satisfa 
tory. The Piaywrights’ Co. woul 
retain right of approval of 
scripts. Although the proposed 
i (Continued on page 53) 
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Hot Stars With Cold Yarns Give 
Hollywood Lukewarm Pic Profits 





4>-Min. ‘Grand’ Operas 


Shortest grand opera ever writ- 


ten in any language, cleffed by 
singer Lanny Ross, preems at the 
Met, N. Y., Sunday (26) night as 
part of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists Christmas party. 
Titled “Polly, the Parrot,” the 
opera runs four-and-a-half min- 


utes and is one of a series of three 
written by Ross. 

The pint-sized musicals are not 
skits but have been accepted by 
longhair music authorities as opera 
in the true sense of the word. Each 
has been written in English and is 


to be published by G. Schirmer 
Felix Knight, Mimi Benzell, 
Jerome Hines and Ross will sing 
the leads night. 


Sunday 


RCA Markets New 
Disks Within Day 
After Ban Ends 


Camden, N.J., Dec. 21. 

RCA-Victor streaked as if jet- 
propelled from the imaginary 
starting gate last Tuesday (14) 
when the American Federation of 
Musicians ban on cisk-making end- 
ed. Perry Como was the first to 
cut, making “Far Away Places” 
and “Missouri Waltz,.”’ and within 
“yn hour various N.Y. disk jockeys 
had acetate copies of the masters 
on the air in N.Y. and N.,J. 

Better than that, Victor had fin- 
ished pressings of the Como cou- 
pling on sale in Philadelphia and 





| N.Y. the nex’ day. A stream of 
| relay trucks were kept plying be- 
|} tween the company’s N.Y. studios 


and Camden factories to rush mas- 
ters by Como, Fran Warren and 
Tommy Dorsey to processing ma- 
chinery. T.D. started a date at 2:30 
a.m. after closing at the Pennsyl- 
vania hotel, N.Y. 

Como’s disks hit the air in Chi- 

(Continued on page 18) 


, 


“the play's the thing” was 
true in Shakespeare’s day, it was 
no less true in 1948. And in Holly- 
wood. Film stars proved no longer 
enough to “insure” pix producer 
profits—the role in which they 
have been traditionally cast. 

Weighing stars against stories in 
a survey of top-grossing films otf 
the vear, balance appears definitely 
on the story side in terms of profit 
to the producer. In other words, 
he had a much better chance of 
turning a fast buck with a hot yarn 
and a lightweight cast than with a 
top marquee name and not much 
of a script. 

Top profits, of course, generally 
lie in the perfect combo of a solid 
script backed by players powerful 
at the b.o. But a surprising number 


of top-grossers of the year owe 
their coin almost entirely to their 
story and a east that is competent 


but not highly marquee-worthy. 
On the other hand, proof that 
players without a script are not 
enough —no maiter how vaunted 
their b.o. pull—is seen in the fact 
that at least 25 films with top name 
stars will wind up in the carmine 
or too close for comfort. The play- 
(C SOREES 28 on page 16) 


Adaptor Taradash 
Disavows ‘Gloves’ 


After Harris Tiffs 


Daniel Taradash, adaptor of “Red 
Gloves,” at the Mansfield. N. Y.. 
had differences with director Jed 
Harris regarding the script, and 
has, in effect, disowned the show. 
According to members of the com- 
pany, Taradash disappeared after 
the New Haven tryout, when the 
script and production were set, and 
has not been around again, even 
since the New York opening. 

Although the contracts call for 
Harris and Taradash to have equal 

(Continue. on page 16) 
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Johnston Repudiates Court Blast; 


Skouras, Depinet Rally to Defense 


Un-American Activities | 
Committee’s questions as to possi-, 


Jumping quickiy to the defense, 
Eric Johnston and major company 
prexies unleashed a counter-attack 
vesterday (Tues.) against charges | 
loosed against the president of 
the Motion Picture Assn. by Judge 
Leon Yankwich. in sustaining a 


jury verdict for writer Lester 
Cole against Metro. 
Johnston, in a statement from 


his Washington headquarters, dis- 
claimed responsibility for the deci- 
sion to fire the 10 ‘unfriendly wit- 


nesses,” claiming he had warned 
the major film producers at the 
{ime that the decision rested solely 
with them Twentieth-Fox prez 
Spvros Skuoras late yesterday de- 
clared 20th had not been high- 
pressured into its decision “b) 
Johnston or anyone else,” but had 
in fact determined on its course 
of action prior to the industry 
executive meeting, at which the 


majors had decided to oust the 10 
RKO president Ned E. Depinet 


also issued a formal statement 
declaring RKO had axed Edward 
Dmytryk and Adrian Scott, “not 
by reason of anv urging by Johns- 
ton but after full review of the 
facts by our directors and _ ol- 
ficers.” Johnston declared in his 
slatement 

“The choice was up to the pro- 
ducers and I told them it was up 
to them to fish or cut bait. The 
decision was entirely theirs; they 


made it unanimously.” Actually. 
Johnston said, two alternatives 
were presented to them by him— 
“either they could employ persons 
thought by the public to be Com- 
munists and defend their employ- 
ment, or they could dismiss them.” 

Touching a second charge by 
the court that he was “dogmatic, 
doctrinaire and absolutist,” Johns- 
ton flatly said in his statement: 
“Tt would not employ a known 
Communist in a responsible posi- 
tion. If that decision makes me 
dogmatic, doctrinaire and absolut- 
ist, I plead guilty on all three 
counts.” 

“In this attitude,” he wound up 
“T find myself in reputable com- 
pany. The Government of the 
U. S. will not employ Communists 


Our national Jabor unions are 
purging Communists from _ posi- 
tions of leadership. This is my 


position. I intend to stand by it.” 


Insiders Recall Byrnes 


Urged Firing ‘The 10’ 
Although Judge Leon R. Yank- 
wich made FEriec Johnston’ very 
much the villain of the piece in 
his decision Monday (20) ordering 
Metro to reinstate Lester Cole. 
most of the ton execs at the famed 
Waldorf-Astoria. N. Y., sessions 
last vear look back on’ James F. 
Byrnes as the man most responsi- 
ble for the industry’s action in 
blacklisting the “iniquitous 10.” 
The former Supreme Court jus- 
tice, then serving as special coun- 


sel” for the Motion Picture Assn. 
ot America, is said to have been 
very strong in his insistence that 


producers adopt a resolution re- 
fusing to hire any of the writers 
or the director who had balked at 
Ziving unequivocal answers’ to 


i, it will 


the House 
ble Communist affiliations. 

Some of the top brass expressed 
fears at the two-day Waldorf con- 
clave that they might be sued for 


large amounts for instituting a 
_blacklist. Byrnes is said to have 
brushed aside their fears with 
brusque assurances that they 


couldn't be sued for more than the 


amounts due on the contracts of 
the men_ involved He assured 
those present that it would be 


vorth that to the industry to be rid 
10.° Prexies of companies 
iolding contracts with that portion 
group employed at the time 


of “the 


of the 


agreed that they'd be willing to pay 
the coin due, if they lost in 
court. in order to accomplish the 


public relations gesture. 
Another Suit Pending 
It was, as a matter of fact, on 
this point that Judge Yankwich 
ruled in Los Angeles Monday. Fed- 
eral jurist imposed no penalty be- 
vond ordering Metro to reinstate 
the writer. However, another suit 
is now pending charging con- 
spiracy and asking heavy damages. 
be on the decision in this 
(Continued on page 21) 





British Boycott 
Finale Has Twist 





The boveott against British pix 
was officially lifted yesterday 
Tues.) in an exchange of letters 


between Universal. co-distrib of J. 


Arthur Rank’s product, and the 
Sons of Liberty, sponsor of the 
campaign. While both sides con- 
fined themselves to a general an- 


nouncement of agreement, it’s 
understood from other sources that 


Rank has committed himself to 
withhold U. S. release of “Oliver 
Twist’ as one condition of the pact 

“Twist” has been bitterly fought 
as portraving a character with anti- 
Semitic overtones—that of Fagin. 
Film was originally slated for re- 
lease by Eagle Lion, joint distrib 


of Rank’s pix with U, but later was 
shelved in the face of protests here. 
John Davis. chief aide to Rank, last 
week added fuel to the controversy 
by saving the film would ultimately 
hit American theatres. 

In a letter to Nate J. Blumberg, 
U's prez. Sons said it would no 
longer boycott or picket British 
films. Declared basis for its action 
as outlined by Johan J. Smertenko. 
acting chairman, is the fact that all 
earnings of these films are turned 
over to the American pic industry 
pact. Org receives the right to re- 
open the boycott against any films 
which are outside the scope of the 
pact. 

Blumberg. in turn, had written to 
Smertenko outlining the effects of 
the British agreement with the 
American industry and advising 
him that any boycott against Anglo 
imports hit the earnings of Yank 
companies. Series of meets later 
‘roned out the wrinkles. 


























Enclosed find che 


i 
+i eee 6 24H 8 68 6 


0 Ree ee 


ee oe ees ee 
On ore ea Radia wealebe 
I cod etka eld ak cathe we acts 
ee eT ere 





154 West 46th Street 


= 








Christmas Gift Order Form 


Please Send VARIETY for One Year 


A oift card will accompany the first issve. 


Regular Subscription Rates for One Year—$10.00 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional 


VARIETY \nc. 





ck for § 


“ee @eeeeeeaeee 


“_e* © e@ @ @ ewe eeee 


OEP eee 


'@.4 ee 63-4642 643 66 


ST —_—_——— = sree 





New York 19, N. Y. 











rte ee 


| : 
‘4 
i 


; 






en a ae 


bf 4 
341st Week! 
3.487 Performances 
All-time long run reecord in the 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And 


now in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 
Ken Murray's 


Academy Award Film 


‘HAMLET,’ ‘PAISAN’ BEST 
IN 48, SEZ NAT'L BD. 


Laurence Olivier’s “‘Ham- 
let’ and Roberto Rossellini’s *Pai- 
san” copped the two top designa- 
tions of the National Board of Re- 
view in their choices of the best 
films in 1948 “Hamlet” was 
chosen as the most “entertaining” 
while the Italian film was palmed 











Sir 


for being most “artistic” and “‘im- 
portant.” 

Seven American films were se- 
lected in the 10 “most entertain- 
ing” category and six made good 
in the 10 most “artistic” bracket. 
Best performance by an actress 
award was given to Olivia de 


Havilland in “‘The Snake Pit,” and 
Walter Huston was selected as best 
actor for his work in “The Treas- 
ure of the Sierre Madre.” On 
(Continued on page 18) 





European Runaround 


By Borrah Mineviteh———<X 


Paris, Dec. 14. 

Steve Crane ‘Lana Turner’s ex) 
miraculously escaped decapitation 
when his Cad head-onned into a 
German tree. 

Only a handful 
Josephine Baker's 
over ot the Club 
Elysees. 

French recording studios 
reinvented the echo chamber. 

The disk jockey handling the 
Midnight Mission show for our 
C47 Bertin air lift boys spins Glenn 
Miller and Crosby on clear nights. 
Basie and Kenton are reserved for 
soupy weather. 

Penny ante: The four Warsaw 
picture houses average 4c. per ad- 





showed to toast 
January take- 
des Champs 


have 


mission, which ‘he government 
immediately freezes. 
Who dat? A German Soviet 


border policeman velled halt at us 
with an Arkansas drawl. He was 
a PW in Litile Rock. 

The Oriental Express, 
between Budapest ana 
clearing house for the 
raising, heartrending 
make the Grand 
ho-hummy. 

Irving Allen. “Tour Eiffel” pro- 
ducer, will heave his last moanful 
sighs on French soil Thursday. 

Three Feathers and Golden 
Wedding down to two and a half 
bucks per fifth. 

Jules Levey’s ‘‘Helzapoppin,” 
with Olsen & Johnson, Universal's 
ace-in-the-hole for a top grosser, no 
matter how many repeats. 

The Paris edition of the Herald 
Tribune hvpoing its staff to keep 
up with the N. Y. Times’ day-and- 
date appearance here. 


running 
Paris, a 
most hair- 
tales that 
Guignol scripts 





President of the Motion Picture 
Associction of America 


Eric Johnston 


satirizes the captious critical tech- 
nique if it were applied to other 


industries in a satirical piece 
entitled 
“Our Critics’ 
- * * 


an editorial feature in the 


13d 


Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 














Mary Pickford Reviews 30 Years Of 





| UA; Details Semenenko-Fabian Deal 





- Jolson Nixes 506 Fla. Bid 


| Al Jolson has turned down a 
| $50,000 deal for two weeks at Copa 
| City, Miami Beach. Proposed bid 
called for two weeks at that nitery 
at $25,000 per. Offer was made 
through songwriter Benny Davis, 
who wrote the score for the Copa’s 
show and is staging the display. 


Davis argued that as long as 
Jolson will go to Florida or vaca- 
tion, he might as well “do some- 


thing that will pay his expenses.” 


Jolson’s Gift to Hosp. 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
} Al Jolson is giving a $75,000 
Christmas present to the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital by turning over 
his Mulholland Drive mountain- 
top estate to the institution. 
Jolson said the hospital could 
do anything they wanted with the 
14-room house and adjoining prop- 
erty. 


Roach Gives Up 
Films for Video 


Hollywood, Dee. 21. 

Hal Roach, associated with film 
production for more than 30 years, 
wal confine his activities exclusive- 
ly to television henceforth. With 
announcement of the formation of 
the Hal Roach Television Corp., 
Roach becomes the only major pic- 
ture producer to devote himself 
entirely to the new medium. 

“Sadie and Sally,” a_ half-hour 
comedy show starring Joy Lansing 
and Lois Hall goes before the cam- 
eras tomorrow (22) as the first of 
his television programs. It’s the 
first of six pix he’s scheduled 
for immediate filming. Les Good- 
win will direct “Sadie.” Others are 
“The Brown Family.” “Botsford’s 
Beanery,” “Foo Yung,” ‘‘Puddle 
Patch Club” and “Our Main 
Street,” all starting within a few 
days of each other. Twelve others 
will follow. 

In addition. Roach will place 
studio facilities at the disposal of 
advertisers and agencies for all 
teleproduction requirements. Pro- 
ducer believes that tele will un- 
cover vast resurces of talent hith- 
erto unknown and unheard of. He 
says that live studio shows around 
the country will act as_ talent 
scouts, with the best of the discov- 
eries coming to Hollywood for 
filming. 


LEN! GETS CLEAN BILL 
OF HEALTH AS NO NAZI 


Berlin, Dec. 17. 

Leni Riefenstahl], prewar actress 
and film producer, whose name 
was romantically coupled with 
Adolf Hitler’s, has been cleared 
by a denazification court in Vil- 
lingen, French Zone. Testimony 
was to the effect that she was never 
a member of the Nazi party or any 
of its organizations. 

She directed seven films before 
1933, and only two during the 
Nazi regime. They were “Olympia 
1936” and “Triumph of the Will.” 
It was shown her salaries were 
higher before 1933 than after the 
Nazis gained power. 


’ 








Hitchcocks Return West 
After Meeting Daughter 


Alfred Hitchcock and his wife 
return to the Coast from New York 
this week following a trip east to 


meet their daughter, Patricia, on 
her arrival from England. She 
has been studying at the Royal 


Academy of Dramatic Arts in Lon- 
don for the past year. 

Miss Hitcheock, after a_ short 
visit with the family in California, 
will return to New York to hunt 
an acting job. She appeared in 
“Solitaire” and “Violet” on Broad- 
Way. 

Hitcheock’s next pie will be 
“IT Confess” for Transatlantic Pro- 
ductions, in which he is partnered 
with Sidney Bernstein. That will 
be followed by “Man Running” for 
Warner Bros. 


¢ Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Inside story of the breakdown 
of the Serge Semenenko-S. I]. 


Fabian deal for the purchase of 
United Artists last vear was 
revealed by Mary Pickford in an 
interview here as UA neared its 
30th anniversary. Miss Pickford. 
one of the founders of the company 
and still partnered with 
Chaplin in its ownership 


Charles 


sald the 


situation was the “second storm- 
iest” in UA history 
Offer by Si Fabian. New York 


circuit operator, and Boston bank- 
er, Semenenkeo, to 
company, Miss 


take ove! 


Pickford 


the 


Sald 


i**proved prohibitive to me because 
of the impossible tax situation. 
They were willing to pay $5,000.- 


000 in cash, plus notes. 

“Charlie ‘Chaplin) wished to get 
out completely and had placed a 
$5,000,000 valuation on his stock. 
That left only notes for me. The 
deal was an arrangement for an 
option on my stock over a period 
of from five to 10 years. Meantime, 
I was to have no voting power and 
no assurance that the stock 
ever be purchased. 

“T would have been liable to a 
very large income tax on the stock 


would 


I still owned. It was regrettable 
that the deal was impractical be- 
cause I have great admiration for 
Mr. Fabian as a top executive. | 
am convinced it would have been 
most constructive for the com- 
pany.” 
Joe Schenck to the Rescue 


Stormiest session in UA’s three 
decades, according to the former- 
picture-star-turned-exec, was vears 
ago when Joseph M. Schenck be- 
came a partner. The firm then was 
$1,000,000 in the red. Schenck’s 
Art Cinema unit, Miss Pickford 
said, “pulled us out” of the fix 
the company was in “simply be- 
cause we had too few pictures.” 

Miss Pickford sees bright days 
ahead for indies willing to take a 


chance. As to the future, “United 
Artists has been through more 
hazardous times than these and 
survived. That’s because it is a 
small, lightweight craft that can 
travel in deep water as well as 


shallow, trimfhing its sails to meet 
the winds. It is not loaded with 
staggering overheads, like the ma- 
jors. United Artists will pull 
through to better things 


Show Biz Contingent Off 


To Entertain in Germany 

Contingent of east and west coast 
show business personalities, slated 
to do a series of Chrisimas  pro- 
grams for GIs manning the Ber- 
lin airlift, planed to Germany Mon- 
day and Tuesday (20-21), accom- 
panied by radio technicians, pho- 
tographers and U. S. Army  per- 
sonnel. Full group is expected to 
assemble in Germany tomorrow 
(Thurs.), for final preparations on 
the Xmas day shows which will be 
‘presented at the Berlin Templehof 
airdrome and other points around 
Germany. 

Irving and Ellin Berlin and Tex 
and Jinx McCrary took off Monday 
ina U.S. Air Force plane together 
with Russell Markert, Music Hall 
stage producer, six Rockettes and 
Jay Blackton, “Inside U. S. A.” 
musical director who will recruit 
an orchestra in Germany for the 
program. Also on the plane were 
Jay Scott, Lever Bros. representa- 
tive, and Don O’Brien, Young & 

ubicam account exec. 

Hollywood squadron, headed by 
Bob Hope, planed away ‘Tuesday 
night following the latter’s radio 





show. Included in that group were 
Jane Russell and husband Bob 
Waterfield, Al Capstaff and Illy 


Averback, producer and announcer 
on the Hope airer; Tony Romano, 
guitarist; Jim Saphier, Hope's mat- 
ager, and Jane Harvey, Billy Far- 
rell and Irene Ryan, singers. Their 
plane is making only one stop at 
Westover, Mass., enroute to Europe. 

Full group plans to return to the 
U. S. Dec. 28 or 29. Warner Bros. 
producer-writer Ranald MacDou- 
gall, meanwhile, left Sunday for 
Europe to prepare a series of doct- 
mentary radio and television pro 
grams on various phases of the Alr 
Force activities in Germany. [le 
was accompanied by Air Force 
radio-television chief Col. Howard 
;L. Nussbaum. 
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PAR, NT CIRCUITS MAY STAY TOPS — 





—_—_ 


1945-48 Boxoffice Takes 


Below are comparisons of estimated boxoffice incomes of all 
U. S. theatres as provided by Dr. George Gallup’s Audience Re- 
search Institute to clients this week: 


Average Average Total Income 

Weekly Ticket Price for Year 

Admissions (inc. taxes) (exc. taxes) 
1945. ..00% opeeeeeeee Fae U0 43.4 $1,385,400,000 
rere ee pcecece Bu.eue.00 45.9 1,605,700,000 
0. aeere 78,200,000 46.8 1,590,100,000 
CT See 69,200,000 47.2 1,358,750,000 





‘48 Gross Off $250,000,000 from 7 
Peak in Gallup (Non-Political) Poll 


Total U. S. boxoffice take this¢ 
year will be off approximately 
$250,000,000 from 1946, the film in- 
dustry’s peak year. That estimate 
was given to its clients this week by 
Dr. George Gallup’s Audience Re- 
Institute. Income during 
the past November was about 
$20,000,000 less than November, 
1947. and $30,000,000 less than the 
same month in 1946, ARI stated. 


Top domestic boxoffice income, an editorial feature in the 
registered two years ago, was 


$1,605,700,000, according to the re- 13d 
port. The 1948 gross will be about of 


$1,358,750,000 (without taxes). At- 
VARIETY 


tendance figures are off more than 
Out Soon 








N. J. Blumberg 


PRESIDENT OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES 
protagonist of ballyhoo observes 
“Showmanship Is Not 


Confined to Any Single 


Type of Film” 


search 


* * * 


Anniversary Number 





that, ARI reports, since some of 
the drop was offset by a tilt in 





average admission prices’ trom 
45.9c. in 1946 to 47.2c. this year 
(20° U. S. tax included). 
Attendance averaged 69,200,000 
persons weekly during the first 11 
months of the current year as 
against an average of 80,500,000 in 
1946, say the pollsters. All the 
figures are based on asking a cross- | 
section of the population: “When 








‘Agreement’ 20th s 
Top Grosser This 


were you to the movies last?” and | 

“How much admission did you Car 3 Oi) (00 

pay?” | 9 * + 
Gallup people maintain that 


Study by 20th-Fox execs of the 
10,500 dates played so far by 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” reveals 
—much to their surprise—that the 
film is the company’s second lar- 


dangers of misinterpretation of 
data on which their figures are 
based, such as occurred in the re- 
cent President poll, is not possible, 
since no opinions were asked nor 


were there queries as to future gest alltime grosser inthe south. On 
actions. Only straight factual re- the other hand, it has had hard 
(Continued on page 16) going in the midwest, but. still 


|racks up as 20th’s top-grosser of 
ithe year at $3,900,000. 

Because of its theme of anti- 
Semitism, company’s sales toppers 
felt that “Agreement” would find 
considerable resistance below the 
Mason & Dixon line. Territory has 
comparatively few Jews and has 
always been notoriously weak for 
ton on the West Coast, slated for Social problem or “message” pix. 
Jan. 26-28, now looks extremely Company has no actual explanation 
doubtful. * \for the fact that “Agreement” was 

Some of the Company toppers topped _only by “Leave Her to 
are reported unable to make it. Heaven” in the you-all country. 
Reports are that Barney Balaban Had the midwest territory not 
and Nicholas M. Schenck will both Shown such coolness to “Agree- 
be in Florida at the time. ment,” 20th figures it would have 

Session has already been post- come out with a $5,000,000 domes- 
poned once. It was supposed to (Continued on page 16) 
take place last week, but the Mo- me 
tion Picture Producers Assn. presi- 
dent feared that he would not be 
able to attend because he was tes- 
tifying in the Lester Cole-Metro 
suit at the time. 





FILM TOPPERS’ COAST 
HUDDLE NOW LOOKS DIM 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
Film huddle among east - west 
company biggies and Eric Johns- 





B’way Theatres Resented 
Bing’s TV Shot Sun. Nite 


Strong wave of resentment broke 
among Broadway film theatre man- 
agers this week against the ap- 
pearance of Bing Crosby in a spe- 





M-G’s 35G Expedites 


Release of ‘Decision’ cially-filmed sequence on the “Phil- 

Metro has arranged for release co Television Playhouse’ Sunday 
of the film version of “Command (19) night on the NBC television 
Decision” without waiting for the web. Crosby's stint on the show, 
end of the play’s current tour or tied in with the fact that Philco 


the 


original release date of also sponsors his Wednesday night 
October, 1949. To effect this. the radio program, marked the first 
Studio paid $35,000 to Kermit time that a film star with potent 


Bloomgarden., producer of the legit marquee value had appeared on a 


edition, which closes a run Satwr- film for tele. 

day night (25) at the Studebaker. Adding tuel to the house man- 

Chicago, and continues its tour agers’ fire were the allegedly de- 

next week at the Cass, Detroit. ceptive newspaper ads plugging 
Picture company hasn’t decided Crosby's tele shot in the dailies. 


just when to start distribution of Actually the appearance amounted 


the screen version of the William to Crosby singing “Silent Night” 
Wister Haines story, but appar- on film, but the ads made it look 
ently doesn’t intend to do so imme- as though he was to act in “Christ- 
diately, In any case, the legit mas Carol.” staged by the Play- 
troupe will continue its tour un- house Sunday night. Film itself, 
til it runs into the film or as long which ran only a couple of min- 
as business warrants. Grosses for utes, was unflattering to the singer, 


the tour have been disappointing 
thus far, but the Broadway run 
earned a profit of more than 150% 
on the $60,000 investment. 


being extremely grainy. In the 
opinion of the film men, a faulty 
appearance such as that can only 
| hurt Crosby's marquee lure, 


+ 


WILL BUY QUT 
MUST OF PARDG 


While the final breakup of part- 
nership circuits operated by the 
Big Five moved a long step forward 
during this week’s anti-trust hear- 
ings, shaping of events favor Para- 





mount and 20th-Fox’s subsid Na- 
tional Theatres remaining on top 
of the heap as the two largest and 


most potent circuits in the U. S 
They will stick as topnotchers un 
less the three-judge statutory court 
orders complete divorcement at the 
urging of the Government. 

NT is going to acquire 
a substantial majority of the 260 
theatres which it now holds in 
partnership with- outside interests. 
Spokesman for the company de- 
clared 20th’s intentions to VARIETY 
immediately after the agreement 
with the Government to dissolve 
the ties was announced in court. 
Shortly thereafter, the court inked 
the order which requires the break- 
up within one year. Besides these, 
NT now has some 480 houses on 


outright 


its own without partnership en- 
tanglements. 

For its part, Paramount at 
torneys have expressed a willing 
ness to sever ties governing 622 
theatres. No stipulation or order 
similar to that of 20th has been 


made, but Par is in agreement with 
the Government on these houses 
It still is battling the Dept. of Jus- 
tice on 369 other theatres which 
Par claims are exempt, for one 
reason or another, from a dissolu- 
tion mandate. 
Interstate, Etc., Split 
Among the giant circuits which 
will see an axing of Par’s partner- 
ship ties* are the 82-theatre Inter- 
state chain; the 71-theatre Jeffer- 
son Amusement Co., which is af- 
filiated with Interstate; the Malco 
circuit of 50 theatres; Publix Neto- 
(Continued on page 21) 


Busch- Goldwyn S; Spleen 
Seen Behind Former’s 


Wife’s Tiff With Prod. 


Combination of factors. not the 
least of which was the influence of 
her husband, Niven Busch, 


of Teresa Wright’s 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
minated her 
week contract 
the 


imbroglio with 
Producer ter- 
seven-vear 
last week, to which 


star replied: “I accept Mr. 
Goldwyn’'s termination of my con- 
tract without protest—in tact. with 


relief.” 
Busch was formerly story editor 
(Continued on page 20) 


National Boxoffice Survey | 


Storm, Pre-Xmas Sloughs 


‘Musketeers,’ ‘Pompeii’-‘She,’ ‘Moon’ Shape Best 


Firstrun exhibitors in principal 
' key cities are merely marking time 
for the most part this week await- 
ing the arrival of Christmas Day 
and year-end holiday week. Per 
usual, film houses are experienc- 
ing Yuletide doldrums, with some 


exhibs claiming it is worse this 
year than recently. Heavy snow- 


fall of blizzard proportions is add- 
ing to the woes of picture theatres 
along the Atlantic seaboard, since 
it came on Sunday, one of bigger 
b.o. days. 


Amount of money being done 
by bigger grossers is hitting a low 


for 1946 
ing it on 
grossing 


face” 


better pictures tak- 
the chin. One of largest 
pictures is “The Pale- 
(Par), doing admirabiy on 
teeoff in N. Y. Paramount and on 
second St. Louis week. 

Strong in second spot is the re- 
issue combo of “‘Last Days of Pom- 
peii’ and “She,” two RKO oldies. 
Pair are sock in Baltimore, big in 
San Francisco, standout with 
sturdy week in Washington and 
okay in L.A. Third place is taken 
by “Three Musketeers” (M-G), for 
weeks a leader, but lagging this 
frame. 

“Hamlet” (U) is winding up 
fourth while “Blood on Moon” 
(RKO) will be fifth. Wide variety 


3. even 





$3.500-a- | 
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WARNER BROS. Producer 
Wald 


minimizes the b.o. weight of those 
"*new faces" and stresses that the 


Jerry 


Time-Honored and Tested 
Stars Bring “Em In at 


the B.O. 


- * * 


one of the many features in the 
upcoming 


13d Anniversary Number 


of 
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Long-Range Plan 
By Metro to Make 
Low-Budgeters 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 
Schary is mapping a series 
-budgeters at Metro. Up- 
coming “Border Incident” will be 
test of plan’s feasability. 

Schary brought Anthony 
and John Alton over from 
Lion, where they directed 
lensed, respectively, 
Small’s “T-Men” and “Raw 











Do: e 
of low 


Mann 
Eagle 
and 
Edward 
Deal,” 


two of EL’s hottest grossers this 
year. 
Metro thus becomes its only 


Hollywood studio with long-range 
plan for this type of picture. 
Others have been or are shooting 


short-schedule product in 22 days 
or less to meet current market, but 


Schary program is an experiment 
on which studio can base all its 
future production. Eventual idea 


is to cut skeds from present 60 to 
(Continued on page 16) 


Too Much Scotch 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Charles K.. Feldman Productions 
and Republic, decided to yank 
“Macbeth” from release for re-dub- 
bing minus thick Scotch burr laid 
on by Orson Welles. 

It's expected to add $50,000 or 
more to budget, depending upon 
how much of a return stint by 
Welles will cost. He’s currently in 
Italy with rest of the cast scattered, 





are | 
held by trade insiders to be back | 


Biz—‘Paleface,’ ‘Hamlet,’ 


of pictures is keeping the theatres 
open, currently, with ‘Rogues’ 
Regiment” (U), “Countess of 
Monte Cristo” (U), “Return of Oc- 
tober” (Col) and “‘Baby Smiles At 
Me” (20th) shaping as best of a 
sorry lot of runner-ups. “Regi- 
ment,” comparative newcomer, 
promises to be heard from more 
in the tuture. 

“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
(RKO), which opens at N. Y. Capi- 
tol this week, shapes brisk in Chi- 
cago, being one of few strong new- 
comers. “Untaithfully Yours’ 
(20th), also new, is either dull or 
slim this round 

“Angel on 
in N. Y. this 
Frisco week 


Amazon” (Rep), due 
stanza. is Okay on 
“Snake Pit” (20th) 
continuing at surprisingly neat 
gait in Chicago, is suffering from 
N. Y. downbeat, being down sharp- 
lv in seventh Rivoli session. 
“Isn't It Romantic” (Par) looks 
dim in K. C. and very dull in Chi. 


“Plunderers” (Rep) is in for a 
plush Denver round. 
“Song Is Born” (RKO) looks 


okay in Minneapolis. ‘Moonrise’ 
(Rep) is a Toronto standout with 
lusty takings. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11). 


Indiana Indies Frothing Against 
Beer Plugs i in 5 Recent Features 


Recurrent squawks by exhibs 
over the alleged production prac- 
tice of injecting plugs for commer- 
cial products, with or without pay- 
ment into films, was renewed this 
week by the Associated Theatre 
Owners of Indiana. Main beef of 


the ATOTI revolves around use of 
theatre screens for advertising 
Without consent of the’ theatre 


owner 01 
him 


additional revenue tor 

Buttressing their case with docu- 
ments, ATOI bulletin has a 
ed a promotion circular of the Na- 
tional Brewing Co. in which plugs 
in several pictures are mentioned 
very important part of our 
national advertising program.” 
Pix in which the brew appeared in 
the month of September are listed 
as “Too Late for Tears” and “Im- 
pact,” United Artists; “‘Maggie and 
Jiggs in Court” and “Shep Comes 
Home,’ Monogram; and “Thunder 
in the Pines,” Screen Guild. 

Such frequency of plugs, accord- 
ing to the exhib organization, can 
only be accounted for on the basis 
that “some one has received com- 
pensation.” In that case, the ex- 
hibs want to divvy the advertis- 
ing coin or get an adjustment from 
the distributor on rental terms. 
ATOIL points out that if exhibs 
want to have their screen used as 
an advertising medium, they can 
get paid directly. 


RKO SETTLES RATHVON’S 
CONTRACT FOR $66,000 


N. Peter Rathvon, 
RKO until Howard Hughes took 
over stock control, is being paid 
$66,000 to retire his still outstand- 
ing employment contract with the 
company. Deal was okayed at a re- 
cent RKO board meet where it was 
also agreed that Rathvon would 
officially terminate his ties with 
the film company as of Jan. 3, 1949. 
In the meanwhile, ex-prez con- 
tinues to collect weekly stipends at 
the rate of $2,000 every seven days. 

As a further condition in calling 
off the employment ticket, orig- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Selmick-EL Reissue Distribution 
May Develop Into a Real Deal Soon 


David O. Selznick is understood* 
{o be awaiting boxoffice reaction on 
the forthcoming “Portrait of Jen- 
nie” before determining the future | 
of his Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion. In the meantime, he has come 
to an agreement with Eagle Lion 
by which it will distribute eight of 
his reissues and handle residuary 
selling of three SRO pix. 

EL arrangement, as_ presently 
set up. does not provide for EL 
distribution of forthcoming SRO 
product, but may develop into that 


later. Much will depend on how 
well the new Jennifer Jones- 
starrer makes out at the bo. It 


opens in Los Angeles this week 
and will preem in other engage- 
ments early in the new year. 
Selznick reportedly feels that he 
will be in a more knowledgable 
position to determine his future 
when he sees the “Jennie” figures 
If results are good it may prove 
profitable to keep*SRO intact for 


handling circuit sales and then 
make a deal with EL to do the 
subsequent selling. as he is now 


doing with the previous three SRO 
pictures. 

On the other hand. he may de- 
termine it isn’t profitable under 
anv circumstances to retain the 
costly SRO distributing setup. In 
that case. if “Jennie” turns out to 
be hot. Selznick will be in a more 
favorable position to get the kind 
of overall deal he has been seeking 
from EL and which he sought from 
United Artists until negotiations 
fell through. 

His idea is to have EL, or what- 
ever distributing company he is 
able to come to an agreement with, 
take over the physical handling of 
his product and the residuary sell- 
ing. They'd then merge their sales 
organization. with SRO's staff held 
to a minimum to initiate circuit 
and other important deals 
Throughout it all. he’d maintain 
SRO's own identity. 

Agreement with EL. which is 
expected to be inked shortly. calls 
for it to handle residual sales on 
“Duel in the Sun,” ‘“Paradine 
Case” and “Mr. Blandings Builds 
His Dream House.” Reissues in- 
volved are ‘Rebecca’. “Since You 
Went Away”. “I'll Be Seeing You”’, 
“Spellbound”, “Garden of Allah”’, 
“Tom Sawver”, “Prisoner of 
Zenda” and “Intermezzo” 





‘Battling’ Scotty Beckett 


Latest H’wooder on Page 1 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Fave Hollywood poses landing 
on front pages of the nation’s press 
appear to be players struggling 
with cops. Fourth such incident 
within a matter of months and the 
third within the past four weeks 
occurred yesterday (Monday). 

New offender was Scott H. 
(Scotty) Beckett, 19, who played 
the role of Al Jolson as a child in 
“The Jolson Story.” He was 
pinched by Hollywood cops on 
suspicion of drunken driving. Pho- 


togs caught him with two police- | 


men struggling to get him into an 
open cell door, while he cried “I 
want to go home. I won't go to 
jail.” 

Beckett was arrested after his 
car crashed into another. Incident 
follows the Robert Mitchum reefer 
arrest, Robert Walker’s run-in with 
Coast cops for drunken and disor- 
derly conduct and then a battle 
in a Topeka police station, where 
he was charged with drunkenness 
but released to Menninger Clinic 
physicians and Errol Flynn's scuf- 
fle with a New York cop, who pro- 
tested that the actor kicked him in 
the shins. He paid a $50 fine after 
a bench warrant was issued when 
he failed to appear at the first 
scheduled hearing. 


Al Crown Now a V.P. 


Alfred Crown, foreign = sales 
chief of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions, has been elected a v.p. of 
the company, it was announced by 
prexy James A. Mulvey this week. 
Crown joined the Goldwyn staff 


three vears ago, following two 
years of war service. 
New veepee started in the film 


biz for Metro in South America 17 
years ago. During the early part 
of the war he was with the U. S. 
Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs ‘Rockefeller Committee) as 
aide to film chief John Hay (Jock) 
Whitney. 





4 Film Cos. in Muddle Of 


Collarite Jurisdiction 


Fight between the CIO and AFL 
for jurisdiction of h.o. whitecollar- 
ites settled down to legal wrang- 
ling before the National Labor Re- 
lations Board this week in a series 
of disputes involving Columbia, 
Paramount, Republic and DeLuxe 
Labs. Both Screen Office & Pro- 
fessional Employees Guild and Lo- 
cal H-63 are in a three-cornered 
fight with the companies over what 
employee classifications will be 
eligible to vote in upcoming collec- 
tive bargaining elections 

SOPEG. meanwhile, has drafted 
minimum wage demands to be pre- 
sented at contract negotiations with 
RKO seheduled to open. shortly 
after the Gujld receives NLRB cer- 
tification. Union is asking for a $30 
weekly minimum for clerks and 
messengers with an undisclosed 
general wage hike also thrown In. 


Unexpectedly Big 
Foreign Coin Cuts 


Into Arch’ Deficit 


Unexpectedly heavy grosses now 
being racked up overseas by En- 
terprise’s “Arch of Triumph” are 
cutting heavily into the losses 
which Ent expected to take from 
the Ingrid Bergman-Charles Bover 
starrer. Metro, distrib of the film 
overseas, has upped its estimate on 
the take from foreign markets to 
about $2,000,000. 

“Arch” cost over $4,000.000 
Domestic gross is estimated at 
$1.500.000 which added to the now 
looked-for $2,000.000 from foreign 
revenues would give Ent more than 
$3,000,000 less than its negative 
costs after deduction of distribu- 
tion fees, prints costs and the out- 
lay for advertising and publicity 
United Artists handled the film in 
the U. S. 

Indicative of its showing beyond 
the U. S. borders is the film’s re- 


cent performance in France. Play- 
ing in 16 cities, first-run, “Arch” 
collected 25,000,000 francs ($83.,- 


000), the average take for the en- 
tire country on a run-of-the-mill 
American film. 

Metro, now handling Ent’s films 
both domestically and in the for- 
eign market, has’ three more pix 
of the unit to release. Trio are 
“Force of Evil,’ next on the re- 
lease slate; “Caught” and “No 
Minor Evil.” Ent is sitting it out 
until these films are distributed. 
when it will be determined 
whether there is enough cash in 
the till to start shooting again. 


Motion Picture Stocks’ 
Surprise Wall St. Whirl 


Motion picture stocks were tak- 
en in hand and given a slight whirl 
in last Friday's (17) market, with 
spotlight focused on RKO common. 
However, there was no _ follow- 
through’ in Saturday’s trading and 
film shares followed the general 
uneven trend of the market in gen- 
eral Monday (20). 

The way in which §fair-sized 
blocks of RKO were traded-in in- 
dicated to market observers that 
something might be done in the 
future with these shares if a bull- 
ish trend should develop in the 
market. 





There was so much ac- 
tivity in RKO common that the 
shares topped the list of active 
Shares last Friday, there being 


22.400 shares changing hands. RKO 
made a net gain of 62!2c¢ on the 
day, closing on top at $8.12!2. 
Other picture issues moved up 
in sympathy but most of them not 
so rapidly or in so much activity 
Republic preferred climbed 25ce. 
Loew's, Jong bellwether of the 
amusement group, advanced 37! 2c. 
Paramount went up a like amount 
as did Columbia Pictures. 
Universal rose 62'2c, while War- 
ners and 20th-Fox were up frac- 
tionally on the day. Prior pre- 
ferred of 20th-Fox advanced $1. 
There was little explanation for 
the sudden activity in picture 
shares excepting that the amuse- 
; ment group long had been deflated, 





LONGTIME KEEPER OF THE B's 
Bryan Foy 


is now a@ producer of A's whe 
stresses that good merchandising 
con sell ‘em if given the proper 


Pitch for 
Showmanship 


* * * 


on editorial feature in 


VARIETY 8 


43d Anniversary Number 
Out Soon 


Allied’s Q&A's 
To Greet Majors 


National Allied intends to show 
up at the film company presidents’ 
meets in Hollywood, Jan. 26-29, 
well-versed in vital statistics. Thea- 
tre group has initiated a nation- 
wide survey among its exhib mem- 
bers in the form of questionnaires 
circulated by local Allied units. 
Compilation of answers will be pre- 
sented to the convened high brass 
as Allied’s stand on a number of 
problems now confronting the in- 
dustry. 

‘(It was reported this week that 
the Coast sessions may be called 
off. See separate story.) 

Top question is a request by each 
exhib to list the six best grossing 
films of 1948 in his theatre, regard- 
less of rental paid. Supplementing 
this query is one asking for a list- 
ing of six “high allocation” (A’s) 
pictures which resulted in the low- 
est grosses. 

Third poser presented is “What 











element in a picture ‘crime, sex, 
costume, ete.) do your patrons 
most frequently disapprove?” A\l- 


lied also asks for the element in a 
film that patrons most frequently 
commend. “What subject or theme 
is weakest at your boxoffice?” is 
the followup query. Identification 
of the type of theme resulting in 
the best business is also requested. 

Exhibs are urged to note down 
in their response any additional 
subject which they feel should be 
brought out at the meeting. All 
sources of information, exhib is as- 
sured, will be kept confidential. 

Data will be presented by True- 
man Rembusch, Allied official rep- 
ping the org at the confabs. Ted 
Gamble, board chairman of the 
Theatre Owners of America, in 
turn, will front for his group. Gam- 
ble will appear on Jan. 26, first day 
of the meets, then plane to Wash- 
ington immediately for a full board 
gathering of TOA. 


-GRAND RAPIDS EXHIB’S 
$600,000 TRUST SUIT 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

A $600.000 anti-trust damage 
suit was filed in Detroit Federal 
court last week (15) charging nine 
production and distributing com- 
panies with conspiracy against 
Jack Loeks Enterprises, Inc., of 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

John D. Loeks, operating the 
Powers Foto News theatre in 
Grand Rapids, blames the alleged 
conspiracy for what he claims is a 
loss of $200,000 in the four-year 
period he has been running the 
theatre. 

Named as defendants are: W. S. 
Butterfield Theatres, Butterfield 
Michigan Theatres, Bijou Theat- 
rical Enterprises, B. & J. Theatres, 
RKO Radio Pictures, Paramount 
Pix, 20th-Fox, and Warner Bros. 
Pictures Distributing Corp. 








RKO PREXY 
Ned Depinet 
in his analysis of the film industry 
opines that 


“The Picture Business 
Must Fight for the 
Amusement Dollar on 
Its Merits Once Again 
as It Has in the Past’ 


* * * 
an important story in 


VARIETY § 


upcoming 
43d Anniversary Number 
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Govt.’s Adamant Stand on Blanket 
Cross-Licensing Snarls Majors 





Einfeld Slated to Take 
Over at 20th-Fox Pronto 


Charles Einfeld, new 20th-Fox 


'ad-publieity veepee who is sched- 


uled to assume his post Feb. 1, is 


slated to arrive at the 20th home- | 


office from the Coast several weeks 
before that date to take over the 
reins from incumbent Charley 
Schlaifer. Einfeld, during’ the 
bridging period, will set into mo- 
tion the changes he has planned 
from Schlaifer’s operation and will 
also get more fully acquainted with 
his staff. 

Einfeld, who landed the _ post 
several months ago, was officially 
elected to the veepee rating Friday 
7) by the 20th board at a home- 
office meet. He’s the first ad-pub- 
licity chief in 20th’s history ever 
to hold down the veepee title. Un- 
til recently Einfeld was prez of 
the now-dormant Enterprise Pro- 
ductions. 


Localized Sales 
Decisions Boost 


Payofl—Scully 


Major film company distributors 
seeking ways of getting better 
terms for their product would do 
well to abandon the idea of setting 
the sales policy 6n every booking 
at the homeoffice. That's the belief 
of Universal sales veepee William 
A. Scully, who declared that his 
plan of decentralizing all decisions 
on terms to the district and branch 
managers had paid off with excel- 
lent dividends. 





Idea of maintaining rigid con- 
trol on company sales policy at the 
homeoftice level has been obsolete 
for. the last couple of years, Scully 
said. The sales manager and his 
h.o. assistant cannot possibly know 


the idiosyncracies of all situa- 
tions that a major company books, 
and thus it’s impossible for them 


their pictures properly, 
Permitting those de- 
made by the field 
thoroughly 


to price 
Scully feels. 
cisions to be 
staff execs, who are 
acquainted with the problems of 
each theatre and exhibitor, gives 
the company a chance to get the 
most for its pictures, he adds. 

In addition to U, both Metro and 
20th-Fox have recently 


similar success. Scully pointed out 
that the system often gives the 
company more bookings on a pic- 
ture. since the time saved through 
requiring a salesman to report 
back only to his branch or district 
manager permits a 
sewed up rapidly. Old method of 
requiring homeoffice approval on 
all dates ofien resulted in an ex- 
hibitor cancelling out 
h.o. granted its necessary okay. 


U has been operating under the | 


two 
with 


decentralization system for 
years now, Scully said, and 
marked success. 


Europe to N. Y. 


Cecil Beaton 
Leonard Bernstein 
Sidney Beer 

Jack Buchanan 
Mary Chase 
Adele Dixon 

Leo Genn 

Glen Langan 
Charles Laughton 
Moira Lister 

W. Somerset Maugham 
Brock Pemberton 
Micheline Presle 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Turhan Bey 
Xavier Cugat 
Bebe Daniels 
William Dieterle 
Dick Foran 
Raphel Hakim 
Harold Hecht 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus 
Evelyn Knight 
Jack Lait 

John Lund 

Lon McCallister 
Janis Paige 
David Raskin 
Bob Roberts 
Kent Smith 

| Ben Wallerstein 
i} Paul White 





instituted 
decentralization plans and report 


deal to be| 


before the | 


+ The big Government settlement 


demand which has been snarling 
Paramount in the course of a series 
of negotiations in the anti-trust 
case has been for a blanket cross. 
licensing ban, it is reliably report- 
ed. Dept. of Justice has resurrected 
its favorite proposal—that a ma- 
jor, retaining theatres, be restrict- 
ed from buying product of other 
theatre-owning companies, or of 
selling to affiliated houses ot those 
companies. 

Reportedly, Barney Balaban. 
Par’s prez, has declared that he 
“would rather go out of the theatre 
business than agree to this pro- 
posal.”” The Government, however. 
in the recent string of confabs th 
Paramounteers has refused to take 
no for an answer. Unless a 
promise on the principle can be 
reached, chances of Par hitting 
a peace formula with the D of J are 
dim. 

Par’s strong opposition to the 
cross-licensing ban and its unwill- 
ingness te accept the principle has 
followed at least one quiet test 
of the effects of its operation on 
an affiliated house. Theatre which 
served aS a guinea pig is the Prin 
cess, Paramount-operated house in 
Toledo. 


That was disclosed last week 
when Henry Stickelmaier, Balaban 
& Katz divisional manager, and 
Morris Leonard, attorney for the 
circuit, testified on deposition in 
behalf of Paramount. Both Stickel- 
maier and Leonard said that the 


Princess has recently confined ifs 
bookings to product of Paramount. 
Monogram, Republic, Eagle Lion 
and Universal. 

Policy proved unsatisfactory be- 
cause the house found itself! get- 
ting an insufficient volume of qual- 
ity films, both witnesses declared. 
Undoubtedly, Par hopes to con- 
vince the court of the impractical 


nature of the ban through this tes- 
timony. 
Twentieth-Fox, apparently, is not 


as dead set against the ban. Com- 
pany has offered to accept a ban 
on cross-licensing for 50° of its 
product. Government, on its part, 
has been insisting on a 100% ap- 
plication. 

While hearings have renewed, in- 
Siders believe there still is fair 
chance of one or more of the Big 
Four working out a settlement for- 
mula with the Government. Only 
one theatre-owning company, War- 
ner Bros., has not dickered for a 
deal, it’s said. Par and 20th have 
been the most active but Metro 
also has put out feelers lately, ae- 
cording to a Government source. 


TECHNI’S 50c 


Technicolor has declared a divi- 
dent of 50¢c per share on outstand- 
ing com«on stock. 

Stockholders of record Dec. 22 
wil! cut the pie Dec. 31. 


N. Y. to Europe 
| Hy Averback 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Berlin 
Jay Blackton 
Jinx Falkenburg 
Betty Farrell 
Ruth Goetz 
Jane Harvey 
Rita Hayworth 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hope 
Tex McCrary 
Russell Markert 
Tony Romano 
/ Jane Russell 
Irene Ryan 
| Jim Saphier 
| Jay Scott 
Bob Waterfield 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Tony Bartley 
Betsy Blair 
Bill Blowitz 
Dave Braun 
Sue Carol 
Joan Caulfield 
Jackie Cooper 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Florence Gershwin 
Tom Held 
| Alfred Hitchcock 
| Patricia Hitchcock 
| William Horning 
| Ray June 
Gene Kelly 
Deborah Kerr 
Edwin Knopf 
Alan Ladd 
Jay Marchant 
Irwin Margulies 
Ilona Massey 
{| Virginia Mayo 
Michael O'Shea 
| Norman Siegel 
; Carleton Smith 
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-PRODS. BALK 





Natl Theatres (20t 


Order signed by the N. Y. fed- 
eral statutory court this week pro- 
the following manner in 
National Theatres, 20th- 
Fox’s subsid, must liquidate its 
partnership holdings in 260° the- 
atres. Under the stipulation signed 
by the major and the Government. 
complete severing of ties must be 
effected within one year. | 

1. NT must sell or acquire tne 
interests of the following the- 
tre companies: Rubidoux Theatre 
Corp., Sacramento Theatres, Inc., 
Principal Theatres, Inc., Fox W est- 
ern Montana Theatre Corp., 17 he- 
atres Holding Co. and San Luis 
Obispo Theatres, Inc. If it ac- 
quires its partners’ holdings, such 
purchases must first be approved 
bv the court “as nol resulting in 
any unreasonable restraint of com- 
petition.” 

9 Same provisions apply to the 
following group of companies ex- 
cept for added restriction NT can- 
not acquire more than one theatre 
in each of the communities in 
which these corporations have 
houses. Companies are Anaheim 
Theatres, Inc., Broadway Theatre 
Co. of Santa Ana, West Coast- 
Santa Ana Theatre Corp., Fuller- 
ton Bldg. Corp., West Coast-Wil- 
mington Co., Valley Theatres 

(Continued on page 18) 


Earlich- Preach Prod. 
Simultaneously NSH, 
Bunin Sez After ‘Alice’ 


Simultaneous production of Eng- 
. . . - 7. 
lish and French versions of the 


vides 
which 








same film is an impractical idea, | 


Lou Bunin declared last week, fol- 


lowing his return to New York 
from Paris, where he produced 
simultaneous bi-language versions 


of “Alice in Wonderland.” Pic is 
a combination of live action and 
plastic puppets. 


a . ‘ | 
Bunin feels, from his experience, 


that the added income from the 
simultaneously-made foreign ver- 


sion of an American production is | 


not sufficient to compensate for 
the added cost and compounded 
headaches. U.S. and foreign di- 
rection and preferences are just so 
far apart, Bunin declared, that it 
proves impossible merely to have 
French actors follow the American 
cast on a set and mouth parallel 
lines. 

“Where we wanted short takes 
to keep the film moving,” Bunin 
explained, “the French director 
wanted long drawn-out ones. And 
where we wanted to accent laughs, 
he wanted to emphasize serious 
aspects. All through the shooting 
we found that the French and Eng- 
lish versions were not interchange- 
able because frequently what ap- 
pears funny to us is ridiculous or 
Just not 


| understandable to a 
Frenchman, and vice versa.” 
Same difficulties, Bunin said, 


he learned were experienced 
(Continued on page 16) 


PAR’S STOCK ACTIVITY 


by 





TIED TO OK PROSPECTS 


Unusual activity in Paramount | 


common stock for this time of the 
year apparently stems from reports 
that the company will show favor- 
able per-share earnings for 1948. 
Some estimates now current are 
that Par will show as high as $3.75 
per common share while others 
Place the figure at $3.50 a share. 

With around 7,000,000 shares 
currently: outstanding, this latter 
a estimate would mean 
rom Par should wind up the cur- 
; year with a net profit of 
etter than $24,000,000. 
weet boxoffice pictures 
peel returns even from lesser 
— reduction _of production 

Sts and savings via conservative 
operating costs are 


and 


sible fe held respon- 
pre. for Wall Street expecting | 
- favorable profits. Par also 
Cnefited from the recent 50c 


snvidend declared on DuMont 
. ares Since holding all Class B 
S ares in its 
the Class A stock. 


treasury and part of | 


h) Must Liquidate 





> 

| INS Staff Correspondent 
| ’ . . 
Bob Considine 


contrasts 





Some Anglo-U., S. 
Journalistic Vagaries 


the Fourth-Estaters 


* _ » 


strictly for 


one of the many editorial features 
of the 


43d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


2bth-Fox $5,556,100 
Inthe Redon 18 Pix 


the 











Twentieth-Fox is behind 
eight-ball domestically to the ex- 
tent of $5,556,100 on the 18 pix 
which it released during 1947, it 
was disclosed during anti-trust 
| hearings in the Government case 
this week. According to an affidavit 
'of Donald A. Henderson, 20th's 
| treasurer, 
| negative cost of $41,914,000 on 
these 18 films and up to Nov. 6, 
1948, had recovered cumulative 
revenues in the U. S. and Canada 
of $36,357,900. Little additional 
rentals can be obtained at this 
late date, Henderson noted. 

Exec for 29th did not say wheth- 
er ad-pub and distribution costs 
were f\rst deducted from this total. 


— 


BANKS WANT TO 
260 Partnerships; Formula Set Up’ 


the studio paid a total’ 


If not, the hole, of course, is con-! 


siderably deeper. At the same time, 


| (Continued on page 21) 





| Acad Ballot Dates 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Nomination ballots for the 2Ist 


annual Academy Award presenta- | 


tions, to be held at Warner Bros. 


311,000. 


studio March 24, will be mailed to | 


Acad members Jan. 20. Polls close 
nine days later and nominations 
will be announced Feb. 14. 
Screenings of nominated pictures 
will start 
(through March 13. Final ballots 
'go out March 1 and must be re-| 
turned by March 15 to be counted. | 


Feb. 21 and will run. 





a 


T OWN ANGELING 








| 





NOLO EM LIABLE 


New demands by banks that 
indie producers accept personal 
liability for production loans killed 
a deal last week by which Walter 
Wanger was to have made two pic- 
tures for United Artists with finan 
cing provided by Howard Hughes. 
Wanger nixed the idea of putting 


his own signature on Bank of 
America notes 
Deal was cooking between 


Wanger and Grad Sears, UA prexy 
by which the producer was to have 
made the pair of pix with second 
money advanced by Hughes in re- 
turn for handing back to him dis- 
tribution rights which the company 
holds to three of his films. Wanger, 
who just wound up his indie pact 
with Eagle Lion, followed numer- 
ous other producers in refusing to 
agree to the stringent new bank 
regulations. 

It is understood that the person- 
al liability demands by the bank— 


which is virtually the only institu- 
tion now oftering first money for 
any pix budgeted at $1,000,000 or 


the major points 

that has been holding up UA in 

setting production deals with the 
(Continued on page 16) 


more—is one of 


18 OF Ding 
By $9,371,000 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
The frosting is definitely coming 
off the cake, so far as film industry 
dividends are concerned. While 
1948 has been a good year in that 





behind the 1947 peak. 

For the first 11 months of this 
year, the total dividends fell $9,- 
371,000 behind the first 11 months 
of 1947, according to Department 
of Commerce figures released this 
week. 

Figure from Jan. 1 to Nov. 30 
of this year totaled a strong $37,- 
However, in record-break- 
ing 1947, it was $46,682,000 for the 
comparable period. November is 
always a slow month for dividing 
the melon among stockholders. 
This time the owners of industry 
stock got $224,000, a shade better 
than the $217,000 of November, 
1947. 

Commerce Department pointed 
out that the publicly reported cash 
dividends probably are only 60 to 
65° of all dividends actually paid. 


Par Only Holdout as Other Majors 


Make D of J Deals 





UA President 
Gradwell L. Sears 
gives a 
Cynical, Clinical Close- 
up on the State of 
Film Biz 
* ~~ * 


a feature in 
the upcoming 


13d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











RKO's Writeoffs 


Prior to Splitup 


RKO’s unexpected 


1948 because of writeoffs and 


final tighenting of the 


of the company 


near future. 


for the stockholders. 


a puffed evaluation of assets. 
Wall street insiders, 
in-the-know on corporate 


insuring a good profit for 


(Continued on page 18) 





Par Lops Oldtimers 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


declaration 
of a loss for the first 39 weeks of 
re- 
| serves totalling $3,560,129 was the 
corporate 
structure before putting the split 
to the all-import- 
‘ant vote of stockholders within the 
Complete listing of 
assets and income will be tabulated 
Company's 
management, therefore, is anxious 
to sidestep any criticism aimed at 


generally 
maneu- 
vers, had the move figured wrong. 
respect, it is slipping considerably They sized up the managerial step 
as a way of taking a loss now and 
the 
coming quarterly announcements. 


Paramount's purchasing depart- 


ment toppers, who have been with 
the studio for 27 years, go on re- 
tirement Jan. 1. Oliver Stratton, 
assistant plant and operations man- 
ager, assumes charge of the pur- 
chasing department. . 

Retiring are purchasing agent 
L. H. Buell, who would have ob- 
served his 27th anni with the 
studio in February, and his assist- 
ant Edward K. Greer, who signed 
on in October, 1921. 
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on Theatre Pards 


All major companies’ except 
Paramount have reached complete 
agreement with the Government on 


the disposition of partner-theatre 
holdings. The early demise of most 
Joint operations became’ clear 
yesterday (Tues.) when Metro and 
Warner Bros. announced in the 
N.Y. federal court that they (as 
well as 20th-Fox) would completely 
dispose of banned_ partnerships 
within one year 


Disclosure came as the renewed 
anti-trust hearings finaled after a 
day and one-half of court jousting. 
Oral argument on what the new 
evidence signifies will be heard 
March 30 before the same three 
judges. Meanwhile, proposed find- 
ings of the defendants, briefs and 
other documents must be sub- 
mitted by Jan. 31 and the Govern- 
ment has until March 1 to reply. 

Under a stipulation submitted 
by Warner Bros., it has the right 
to acquire a maximum of 10 thea- 
tres trom the 25 involved in part- 
nerships. Eight of these houses 
can come trom the 11 of the At- 
lantic Theatres, Ine. while the 
other two from the five operated 
by Regent-State Corp. Additional- 
ly, Warners may buy out RKO’'s 
interest in the Allen theatre, 
Cleveland. It must dispose of its 

(Continued on page 16) 


RKO Feels It Can Handle 
‘Joan’ Solo; Wanger Bid 
For Agnew’s Org Off 





Continued opposition by RKO 
ended the negotiations last week 
between Neil Agnew and Walter 


Wanger by which Motion Pictures 
Sales Corp. would have taken over 
presentation of “Joan of Are.” 
Agnew is a partner in MPSC with 
Charles Casanave. They set up the 
outfit recently to represent pro- 
ducers. 

RKO distribution execs report- 
edly felt that Wanger’s calling in 
of a costly sales representation 
outfit to supervise their handling 
of the film might be misconstrued 
as reflecting on them. They pre- 
viously expressed objection when 
Wanger, who produced “Joan” in 
association with Ingrid Bergman 
and Victor Fleming, was negotiat- 
ing a representation deal with the 
Samuel Goldwyn organization. 

Since RKO would have to give its 
approval to a deal by which the 
producer’s rep would get a per- 
centage off the top, it has an effec- 
tive veto. Producer’s rep’s partici- 
pation—generally about 3°—nor- 
mally comes out preceding or si- 
multaneous with the distributing 
company’s fee. Wanger’s alterna- 
tive would be to employ a rep on 
a straight payment basis out of 
the producer’s share. Such repre- 
sentation is necessary if he desires 


to exercise’ his right to approve 
all exhibition contracts sold by 
RKO. 


Wanger was in New York last 
week for a two-day quickie visit. 
(Continued on page 16) 


JULY 1 PROBABLY WILL 
SEE RKO 100% SPLIT-UP 


RKO is shooting for next July 1 
as the date on which divorcement 
of its theatres and production-dis- 
tribution organizations will be com- 
plete. Plans for the seperation of 
the company into different entities 
are proceeding under a_ federal 
court decree into which RKO en- 
tered a couple months ago. 

Move by which all stockholders 
except Howard Hughes ‘who has a 
24°, interest, giving him control) 
will be handed shares in each of 
the two new companies has been 
okayed by the Securities & Ex- 
changes Commission, but still has 
to win approval of the stockholders 





themselves. No difficulty on that 
score is anticipated, although a 


meeting has not been set yet. 
Preliminary plans are now going 
forward to the physical aspects of 
the splitup. Leases on space in 
the homeoffice headquarters in the 

(Continued on page 16) 
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6 FILM REVIEWS 
Aet of Violence Mi . R : 
Hollywood, Dec. 18. iniature eviews 
Metro release of William iH. Wright “Act of Violence” (M-G). 
onc or a toga 2 Ay eg = Melodrama as grim as title. 


Directed by Fred Zinne- 


Phyllis Thaxter. 
L. Richards; 


mann Screenplay. Robert 

story. Collier Young; camera, Robert 
Surtees: score. Bronislau Kaper; editor, 
Conrad <A. Nervig Tradeshown Dec. 
15. °48. Running time, 82 MINS. 

Frank R. Enley Van Hefiin 
mee POFRGON «2.66 sveaecs Robert Ryan 
Edith Enley .. Janet Leigh 
Pat errr cee ...Mary Astor 
CO PTC e RUT ee ee Phyllis Thaxter 
SD oc ck ees ac eee dees Berry Kroeger 
es PEE ee Taylor Holmes 
Fred Harry Antrim 
Se ee Connie Gilchrist 
Pop .. Will Wright 


The grim melodrama implied by 
its title is fully displayed in ‘Act 
of Violence.” It is strong meat for 
the heavy drama addicts, tellingly 
produced and played to develop 
tight excitement. While its almost 
unrelieved grimness will find favor 
with ticket buyers who go for stark 
action, reception by fans who like 
lighter escapism in their film en- 
tertainment will be spotty 

The plaving and direction catch 
plot aims and the characterizations 
are all topflight thesping. Van 
Heflin and Robert Ryan deliver 
punchy performances that give sub- 
stance to the menacing terror of 
the Robert L. Richards script, taken 
from a story by Collier Young. Al- 
though not likely for wide popular 
reception, picture and the trouping 
click strongly,. critically, to stand 
out in its class. 

Fred Zinnemann’s direction 
craftily builds the mood of tension 
that features the plot’s manhunt. 
Heflin is the pursued and Ryan is 
the relentless, wouldbe killer. Story 
concerns two vets. Heflin has come 
out of the war with honors while 
his comrades, ali but one, were 
killed in a Nazi prison camp. Ryan, 
crippled and vengeful, pursues 
Heflin to make him answer for be- 
traying his buddies. Film _ real- 
istically depicts the breakdown of 
Heflin’s morale, clearly presents 
his reasons for the betrayal under 
the stress of war, and carries 
through to the tragic end that has 
him paying for his one past error 
by giving his life for Ryan. 

it’s grim business, unrelieved by 
licutness, and the players belt over 
their assignments under Zinne- 
mann’s knowing direction. Janet 
Leigh points up her role as Hef- 
lin’s worried but courageous wife, 
while Phyllis Thaxter does well by 
a smaller part as Ryan’s girl. A 
standout is the brassy, blowzy 
femme created by Mary Astor—a 
woman of the streets who gives 
Heflin shelter during his wild flight 
from fate. 

Taylor Holmes and Berry Kroe- 
ger show up strongly as ghoulish 
underworld characters who figure 
importantly in Heflin’s eventual 
death. Harry Antrim, Connie Gil- 
christ and Will Wright complete 
the most able cast. 

Productionwise, William H. 
Wright never allows the: picture to 
deviate from the grim depiction of 
fear and revenge and its affects 
on man. The gripping mood of 
suspense is furthered by Bronis- 
lau Kaper’s score and the ace 
lensing by Robert Surtees. Brog. 


Whiplash 
(SONGS) 


Warner Bros. release of William Jacobs 
production. Stars Dane Clark, Alexis 
Smith. Zachary Scott; features Eve Arden, 
Jeffrey Lynn. Directed by Lew Seiler. 


Screenplay, Maurice Geraghty, Harriet 
Frank, Jr.: adaptation, Gordon Kahn; 
story, Kenneth Earl; songs, Dick Red- 


mond, Fausto Curbelo, Johnny Camacho, 


Meck David: camera, Peverell Marley; 
editor. Frank Magee; musical director, 
Leo F. Forbstein. Tradeshown N. Y., 
Dec. 20, 48. Running time, 91 MINS. 

Michael Gordon +3 Dane Clark 
MUTI TAMPERE... 6 6c cescce. Alexis Smith 
eae Zachary Scott 
MSA rr ee ee: Eve Arden 
Dr. Arnold Vincent........ Jeffrey Lynn 
Sim S. Z. Sakall 
Terrance O'Leary Alan Hale 


Costello 

Tex Sanders 
Duke Carney 
Trask 
Harkus 


Douglas Kennedy 
Ransom Sherman 
Fred Steele 
Robert Lowell 
Don McGuire 


“Whiplash” is a formula fight 
game meller that’ll pack a mod- 
erately good punch at the boxof- 
fice. Name cast, slick production 
and merchandisable factors in the 
pug - underworld - nitery plot push 
this film over the hurdle of a rou- 
tine screenplay. Pic, however, 
misses that knockout impact be- 
cause of its switch away from the 
recent trend to ring realism back 
to synthetic toughness and heavy 
sentimental dosages. 

A variation on the pix in whieh 
the fighters were either violinists 
or writers, this yarn has Dane 
Clark as an artist who’s also handy 
with his dukes. Opening with a 
slashing fight in Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., major portion of 
the film is narrated via flashback 
as Clark sits groggy in his corner 
wondering how it all happened. It 
started on the California coast 
where Clark. wielding his brushes, 
meets a mysterious femme, Alexis 
Smith, who runs out on him after 
a brief but intense romance. 

He traces her back to New York 
where she’s a singer in a nitery 
operated by her husband, Zachary 


Excellently done but for thea- 
tregoers who like stark drama. 

“Whiplash” (WB). Formula 
fight game meller with Dane 
Clark, Alexis Smith, Zachary 
Scott; okay b.o. 

“Angel of the Amazon 
(Rep). Lusty exploitation entry 
for the action markets. 

‘Loaded Pistols” (Col). 
Gene Autry turns range de- 
tective for good results. 

“Jungle Jim” (Col). Animal 
thriller with the Weissmuller 
name to carry it for juve 
patrons. 

“Trouble 


Makers” (Mono). 
Excellent comedy - whodunit 
for the Bowery Boys fans’ 
good supporter for twin bills 

“Look Before You Love” 
(GFD). Corny British romance, 
with Margaret Lockwood. Lim- 
ited appeal 

“The Peaceful years’ 
(Pathe British documentary 
on the 1919-39 period; good, 
but limited in appeal 

“Portrait From Life” (GFD). 
Poignant British-made drama 


of DP’s, starring Mai Zetter- 
ling; will draw. 
“Look Out Sister” (Astor). 


All-Negro hoss opr’y starring 
Louis Jordan; should rack up 
strong grosses. 





former pug who was crippled in an 
auto crash, is hipped on managing 


a fighter who can fulfill his own 
ven to become world champion. 
Clark is the man for the job, and 
after some fight sequence mon- 
tages, turns into a snarling killer 
in the ring out of pique at Miss 
Smith’s apparent double-dealing. 


Meantime, Scott, getting wind of a 
repressed romance between his 
wife and his fighter, arranges to 
get Clark’s head knocked off in a 
big bout. But Clark, despite a 
brain concussion, kayoes his op- 
ponent, and after Scott gets his 
fatal comeuppance from Miss 
Smith’s brother, both he and the 
gal renew their clinch in Cali- 
fornia’s clime. 

Numerous fight sequences hypo 
excitement but are handled in the 
contrived style in which every 
punch is a haymaker and every 
round sees at least a dozen knock- 


downs. Hokey atmosphere of the 
fights is also heightened by the 
obvious disparity of weights  be- 


tween Clark, who's a middleweight, 


and some of his opponents, who 
look like heavyweights. 
Performances are_ generally 


marred by the cast’s failure to dig 
deeply into their parts. Clark reg- 
isters okay in the action scenes, 


' but falters in the emotional regis- 


ter. Miss Smith turns in a cred- 
itable job, also neatly handling 
one good number, “Just For Now,” 
in her nitery stint. Another rhythm 
number, “The Gal With a Spanish 
Drawl,” is a throwaway. Scott and 
Jeffrey Lynn, as the brother, are 
pat in stock rales, while S. Z. 
Zakall contributes some effective 
comedy touches. Herm. 





Angel on the Amazon 


Republic release of John H. Auer pro- 
duction. Stars George Brent, Vera Ral- 
ston, Brian Aherne, Constance Bennett; 
feaiures Fortunio Bonanova. Alfonso 
Bedoya. Gus Schilling, Richard Crane. 
Directed by Auer. Screenplay, Lawrence 
Kimble; original story, Earl Felton: 
camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, Richard 
L. Van Enger; music, Nathan Scott. Trade- 
shown"N. Y., Dec 15, ’48. Running time, 
86 VMEENS, 


Jim Warburton George Brent 


Christine Ridgeway Vera Ralston 
Anthony Ridgeway Brian Aherne 
Dr. Karen Lawrence Constance Bennett 
Sebastian Ortega Fortunio Bonanova 
SS ae Alfonso Bedoya 
Dean Hartley.......... Gus Schilling 
Johnny MacMahon Richard Crane 
Jerry ee Walter Reed 
Prank LO@We ......00 Ross Elliott 
Dr. Jungmeyer.......Konstantin Shayne 





Republic has a lusty exploitation | 


entry in ‘Angel on the Amazon.” 
Fortified with an “eternal youth” 
theme, exciting jungle shots plus 
names of George Brent, Vera Ral- 
ston, Brian Aherne and Constance 
Bennett, picture seems assured of 
top returns in the action markets. 
A strong woman's angle is also 
present for the femme trade. 

As_ screenplayed by Lawrence 
Kimble from Earl Felton’s original, 
the story incorporates a number of 
cliches, and its situations are often 
telegraphed far in advance. How- 
ever, these shortcomings might 
well be overlooked due to the film’s 
pithy tropical scenes and colorful 
international background. 

With locales skipping from the 
Amazon, to svelte Rio de Janeiro, 
the Riviera and finally Pasadena, 


Cal.. “Angel” has been wrapped 
in well-appointed mountings by 
producer John H. Auer. Brazilian 


iungle is the favorite lair of Miss 
Ralston. who seeks its confines in 
an effort to soothe her remorse 
over the death of her daughter. 


One of Miss Ralsten’s routine 


by a nearby plane crash. Piloted 
by George Brent, the transport has 


|Miss Bennett, a doctor, among its 


passengers. Those aboard = are 


saved by the huntress, and Brent 


subsequently falls for his rescuer. 
However, it later develops that 
Miss Ralston is already wed to 
Aherne, and her pristine beauty 1s 
merely the result of a cessation of 
her aging processes due to shock. 

Another incident causes the 
“eternal youth” to be supplanted 
be greying hair and a lined phiz. 
For the fadeout Aherne deftly ex- 
plains the whys and wherefores be- 


hind the change to Brent, who con- | 


his attentions to 
Miss Bennett. While Brent occa- 
sionally is forthright as_ the 
lothario, his overall interpretation 
of the role lacks conviction. Miss 
Ralston is decorative in the dual 
part. Aherne does a standard por- 
trayal in handing out fatherly ad- 
vice. and Miss Bennett is okay. 
Other players give sturdy support. 
Although Auer’s production is 
nicely conceived. his direction fails 
to measure up. In trying to pack 
too much into the footage, the 
film’s continuity and pacing suffer. 
Camerawork of Reggie Lanning is 
first rate. as are most technical 
credits. Withal, solid showmanship 
and exploitation will sell this one. 
Gilb. 


veniently shifts 


Loaded Pistols 


(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 18 
Columbia release of Armand Schaefer 
production Stars Gene Autry, Barbara 
Britton: features Chill Wills. Jack Holt, 


Russell Arms. Robert Shayne, Vince Bar- 
nett. Directed by John English. Story and 
screenplay, Dwight Cummins, Dorothy 
Yost: camera. William Bradford; editor, 
Aaron Stell At Vogue, Hollywood, Dec. 
15. 48. Running time, 77 MINS. 

Gene Autry Gene Autry 
Mary Evans Barbara Britton 
Sheriff Cramer Chill Wills 
Dave TORU: 6 6068050 Jack Holt 
LOGTyY TEVANG ...ccce0ec0 Russell Arms 
Don MASON ...ccvcsces Robert Shayne 
Sam Gardner.......c«.: Vince Barnett 
PAS TORTS: oc ki trceess Leon Weaver | 
ee Se ca receemees Fred Kohler 
Jim Hedge Clem Bevans 
Rancher Sandy Sanders 


Adult fans of Gene Autry should 
find “Loaded Pistols” to their 
liking. While the stock western 
ingredients are there, film treats 
them with more adult _ flavor. 
There's still enough of the shoot- 
’eni-up action to satisfy the kiddies, 
though, so “Pistols” should find a 
ready acceptance in the tune-oater 
market. 

Autry sings five numbers, two 
of them reprised, but musical spot- 
ting is so expertly done that action 
movement is never slowed. That’s 
a major credit in itself for 
oatuner. Title song is one of the 
numbers’ reprised and ‘Pretty 
Mary” is the other. “Blue Tail 
Fly,” “When the Bloom Is On the 
Sage” and “A Boy from Texas” 
round out excellent musical 
moments. 


The Dwight Cummins-Dorothy 


Yost script pictures Autry as an | 


astute cowpoke who shields a boy 
wanted for murder while he tracks 
down the real killer. A shrewd 
sheriff and the murderous villain 
inject the menace that 
_Autry’s manhunt from being too 
easy. Chase scenes are fast and 


thrills good. The climax, Autry , 


tricks the killer into revealing him- 
self, ties all loose threads together 
neatly. 

There are some out of the or- 
dinary western’ characterizations 
by the cast, all of which help to 
keep it from being run of the mill. 
Barbara Britton does well oppo- 
site Autry and Chill Wills’ sheriff 
portrayal is a decided assist. Robert 
Shayne, heavy; Jack Holt, Russell 
Arms, and a neat prospector bit by 
Clem Bevans are factors on the 
credit side. 

John English’s direction of the 
Armand Schaefer production is 
competent in keeping footage on 
the move and interest whetted. 
Sepia-toned lensing adds quality 
to scenic backgrounds. Brog. 


Jungle Jim 
Hollywood, Dec. 18. 


Columbia release of. Sam Katzman 
production. Stars Johnny Weissmuller; 
features Virginia Grey, George Reeves, 


Lita Baron. Rick Vallin. Holmes Herbert. 
Directed by William Berke. Story and 
screenplay, Carroll Young: based on 
cartoon feature, “Jungle Jim’; camera. 
Lester White: editor, Aaron Stell. At 
Vogue. Hollywood, Dec. 15, °48. Running 
time, 71 MINS, 

Jungle Jim Johnny Weissmuller 
Hilary Parker om Virginia Grey 
Bruce Edwards George Reeves 
Zia ‘ Lita Baron 
Kolu Rick Vallin 
Commissioner Marsden Holmes Herbert 


Chief Devil Doctor Tex Mooney 


“Jungle Jim” is completely 
juvenile and for that reason should 
get by in the Saturday matinee 
m&rket. While filling its purpose 
satisfactorily for the kiddie field, 
producers might have attracted a 
broader market had they given it 
a bit more adult interest. 

Picture is a blend of animal 
steck shots and _ typical jungle 
thriller story. Each has a maxi- 
mum of interest for the youthful 
film fan. Plot boils down to al- 
most a Tarzan in clothes, making 


an” 


keeps | 


Mr. Perrin & Mr. Traill 


“Mr. Perrin and Mr. Traill” 
(EL), British-made, tradeshown 
in N. Y., Thursday (16), was 
reviewed in VARIETY from 
London, Sept. 1, 1948. Vanrt- 
ETY’s London critic admitted 
that the title means little 
to American audiences even 
though they may find some- 
thing of appeal in the pres- 
entation of a facet in the Brit- 
ish way of life. 

He lauded the performances 
of David Farrar, Marius Gor- 
ing and Greta Gynt. Reviewer 








indicated that the _ picture 
looked mild for the U. S. 
market. 
muller ability in the adventure 
field. 

Chattering monkeys, roaring 
lions, stampeding elephants and 
slithering crocodiles furnish both 


comedy relief and thrills as Jungle 
Jim leads a safari on a hunt for a 
jungle pyramid for treasure and 
a witch doctor’s poison that might 
prove useful in fighting infantiie 
paralysis. Jungle Jim fights a 
leopard, a lion, a sea serpent and 
witch doctors with expected agility 
while looking after his human 
charges on the trek. 

Virginia Grey fits uneasily into 
role of femme scientist and George 
Reeves doesn’t have enough foot- 
age as the heavy who tries to do 
the safari dirt so he can seize the 
treasure. Lita Baron is an attrac- 
tive jungle miss and Rick Vallin 
is adequate as the native guide. 

This is the first of a new series 
for Weissmuller, which are to be 
based on the cartoon character. 
Sam Katzman’s production values 
are good for release intentions, as 
is William Berke’s direction. Lens- 
ing, editing and other technical 
credits are capable. Brog. 

Trouble Makers 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 
duction. Features Leo Gorcey, Huntz 
Hall, Gabriel Dell, Helen Parrish, Lionel 
Stander, John Ridgely, Frankie Darro, 
Billy Benedict. Directed by Reginald Le 
Borg. Screenplay. Edmond Seward, Tim 
Ryan, Gerald Schnitzer; original story, 
Gerald Schnitzer: camera, Marcel LePic- 
ard; editor, William Austin. At Grau- 
man’s Chinese. Hollywood, Dec. 16, ° 
Running time, 66 MINS. 
Slip , reer rer Leo Gorcey 
Sach ‘ ctis eer Huntz Hall 
SO Sree reo Gabriel Dell 
Ann Prescott Helen Parrish 
Hatchet Moran........... Lionel Stander 
ES ere John Ridgely 
Ee er ee re Frankie Darro 
Re Perera Billy Benedict 
i: +, é¢knWeeeae.bdo ve 64 David Gorcey 
CS Sabre ons bc atin ease Benny Bartlett 
NS. vias bawebee es Fritz Feld 
al och baw e Rie rae he Bernard Gorcey 
Capt. Madison......... Cliff Clark 
SS caress cee ous cd8 William Ruhl 
eee err John Indrisano 
SOE sc hiu's's.c cebe hia he Charles LaTorre 
Morgue Keeper........ David Hoffman 
Gimpy.. Looe Se eete ss Pat Moran 
Sam Herman Cantor 
Lo ) SRE Buddy Gorman 
Hotel Clerk......0e. Maynard Holmes 
a, rere ..Charles Coleman 

“Trouble Makers” is a_ better | 


than average Bowery Boys cutup 
trom the Monogram studio. A 
whodunit with comedy, neatly 
scripted to please in the series’ 
regular market, 
trouble making its way among the 
general situations. 

Leo Gorcey and Huntz Hall are 
the prime trouble-makers, playing 
their lead roles a bit straighter 
than usual. Pair operate a side- 
walk telescope business and when 
they witness a murder jn a hotel 
blocks away their troubles com- 


mence. They enlist a cop friend to. 
help smoke out the mystery. There | 
‘are frameups, gambling raids and 


the menace of gang murder al- 
ways present to keep suspense 
backing the comedy deliveries be- 
fore Gorcey, Hall and cop _ pal 
Gabriel Dell clean up the mystery. 

Two leads’ antics are perfectly 
tuned to please their fans and 


others will find plenty to chuckle 
at, too. Dell and Helen Parrish 
carry off romantic implications, and 
excellent villainy is supplied by 
Lionel Stande John’ Ridgely, 
Frankie Darro and others. Fritz 
Feld sharpens character of har- 
assed hotel clerk. 

Jan Grippo’s production super- 
vision ably realizes on necessary 
values to put this one over, and 
Reginald LeBorg’s direction gives 
the script a snappy pace. Lensing 
and editing also are good. Brog. 
Look Before You Love 

(BRITISH) 
London, Dec. 7. 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-John 
Corfield production. Stars Margaret Lock- 
wood, Griffith Jones, Norman Wooland. 
Directed by Harold Huth. Screenplay by 
Reginald Long. from story by Ketti Fring; 
camera, Harry Waxman, Harold Haysom: 
editor. John D. Guthridge: music, Bretton 
Byrd. At Leicester Square. London, Dec. 
7, 48. Running time, 96 MINS. 
Ann Markham Margaret Lockwood 
Charles Kent ; Griffith Jones 








Ashley Morehouse Norman Wooland 
Bettina ae Phyllis Stanley 
Fosser torre Maurice Denham 
Ee ee eee Frederick Piper 
Johns : Bruce Seton 
Emile Garat Michael Medwin 
Dowager Violet Farebrother 

This is an overlong and some- 
what corny love story that gives 


it will have no} 


———_—___, 


role after her many “wicked lady“ 
characterizations, in which she has 
been so successfully typed in the 
past. Its appeal will be limited to 
-her fans, and admirers of Griffith 
Jones, on whose fatal charm the 
credulity of the story hinges. It 
may gratfy the out-of-town popu- 
Jar audiences, but its chances of 
success in any metropolis are scant. 

While holding a responsible job 
at the British Embassy in Rio, Ann 
falls for Charlie, a good-looking 
; wastrel with dubious credentials. 
She only learns on her wedding day 
that he is wanted for fraud, card- 
'sharping etc., in different parts of 
the world. Secure in her love, and 
Charlie’s promise of reform and 
getting an honest job, she _ per- 
suades him to return to England. 
Trading on their steamship friend- 
ship with a young millionaire whom 
he has fleeced, Charlie gets $40,000 


paid to clear out and leave Ann 
free for a divorce. 
Mawkish sentiment vies. with 


improbable situations, and acting is 
patchy and often stilted. Jones is 
the epitome of graceful villainy, 
and Norman Wooland is an agree- 
able millionaire Best character 
cameo is turned in by Michael Med- 
win as a cockney “Frenchman.” 
Clem. 





The Peaceful Vears 
(BRITISH) 


London, Dec. 
Pathe production and release 


i4. 


Produced 





by Peter Baylis. Narrated by Emlyn Wil- 
liams; commentators, Stuari Hibberd, 
Maurice Denham, James McKechnie,. Peter 
Madden, Ann Codrington, Betty Hardy 
Music, Hal Evans. At New Gallery. Lon- 
don, Dec. 13, 48. Running time. 66 MINS, 

Period between the two world 
wars was an eventful one in Brit- 


ish history, and while not entirely 
insular in outlook, this documen- 
tary record of historic highlights 
is, of necessity, dominantly Brit- 
ish. The period from 1919 to 1939, 
which saw the rise of fascism in 
Germany, Italy and Spain, the in- 
vasion of Manchuria, civil war in 
Spain, and terror in Abyssinia, 
could hardly be described as the 
“Peaceful Years.” But this com- 
pilation picture gives a reasonably 
faithful, if inadequate, account of 
these turbulent times and although 
necessarily sketchy, las _ historic 
interest which may appwal to lim- 


ited, but interested, audiences in 
the states. 

Highlights of the period have 
been carefully selected hy pro- 


ducer Peter Baylis and the pic is 
|introduced and described by Em- 
lyn Williams, aided by a number 
of experienced commentators. 
Many of the events depicted are of 
international interest, such as the 
Lindbergh crossing of the Atlantic, 
the 1929 Wall Street crisis, and 
Haille Selassie’s appeal for his 
country at Geneva. 

This is a page of history effec- 
tively told with the aid of well- 
preserved library shots and @nliv- 
ened by a brisk and ‘ntelligent 
commentary. Muro. 


Portrait From Life 
(BRITISH) 


London, Dec. 16. 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gains- 
borough ‘Anthony Darnborough) produc- 
tion. Stars Mai Zetterling, Robert Beatty, 
Patrick Holt, Guy Rolfe, Herbert Lom. 
Directed by Terence Fisher. Screenplay 
by Frank Harvey, Jr., and Muriel and 
Sydney Box. Camera, Jack Asher: editor, 


V. Sagovsky; music, Benjamin Frankel. 
At Odeon, Marble Arch, London, Dec. 
15, *48. Running time, 90 MINS. 

PED bo cee svevends ._Mai Zetterling 
| CN. 5s. ba seaeeb ¥606 08% Guy Holfe 
PEL, c cob sed ebhend OO Patrick Holt 
eee eee Herbert Lom 
Camepen Meid...2.ccsice. Robert Beatty 
Lieutenant Keith.......... Peter Murray 
Menzel ‘ Arnold Marle 
Mrs. Skinner Thora Hird 
Cc o.8técvuseeeees Eric Messiter 


..Cyril Chamberlain 

An unusual theme, strong dra- 
matic angles, finely drawn char- 
acters and a first-rate perform- 
ance by Mai Zetterling, are the 
features which combine to make 
“Portrait from Life’ a = much- 
better-than-average' British  pic- 
ture. At home its boxoffice appeal 
is a certainty, and its interest is 
sufficiently wide to merit general 
support from American audiences. 

In the main it is a simple story. 
A British officer on leave from 
Germany, and jilted by his girl 
friend. visits an art exhibition in 
Piccadilly and is fascinated by the 
portrait of a displaced person. His 
|fascination is shared by an Aus- 
trian professor who is convinced 
that the girl in the picture is his 
daughter. The likeness between 
the portrait and a photograph of 
the professor's wife is so marked 
that the officer, on his return to 
Germany, carries out an intensive 
| search through the various camps 
and eventually finds the girl. But 
she is in the camp with her 
“parents” and it takes a lot of in- 
sistence on the part of the officer 
before he establishes the fact that 
her camp father is a wanted Naz! 


Supervisor 


and her real parent is the pro- 
fessor in London. 
On cold analysis the plot may 


not mean a great deal, but in its 





| development emphasis has been 


Scott, and his mobsters. Scott, ,a hunting expeditions js enjiyened (Continued on page 18) 


it fit aptly to the Johnny Weiss- 


Margaret Lockwood. a. sympatheic 
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Film Classics’ $700,000 Budgeters 
To Help Sell Company's Reissues 


Film Classics, moving up during 


the last 18 months from a straight 
reissue outfit to producer-distribs 
of new low-budget pix, have sealed 
a financing deal for production of 
pix in the $700,000 budget bracket. 
Initial program calls far three 
films in this category with dickers 
now on with Ida Lupino and Clau- 
dette Colbert to appear in starring 
roles. 

Idea behind the production of 
big coin pix, according to FC top- 
pers, is to help the company’s po- 
sition with the exhibs in selling its 
cheaper productions. FC's current 
distrib schedule calls for 16 fea- 
tures annually, most of them be- 
ing produced in the company’s re- 
cently opened Nassour studios in 
Hollywood. 

Projected three high-budget pix 
will be approximately triple the 
cost of the exploitation films turned 
out under the regular production 
program which will continue. Big- 
budgeters, moreover, will be tinted 
in Cinecolor in view of FC's close 
tieup with the color processing 
company. 


This Year’s ‘Command’ 
Show Evidenced Greater 
Anglo-U.S. Talent Accord 


Royal Command Performance 
this year, for the first time in its 
three-year history, was marked by 
a feeling of friendly cooperation 
among the American and British 
actors taking part. That was the 
report brought back to the U. S. 
last week by Norman Siegel, Holly- 
wood liaison and co-producer with 
Jack Hulbert on the annual Lon- 
don show. 

That feeling was noticed espe- 
cially by British industryites and 
the London press, most of whom 
declared it could serve as a good 
example for the currently-feuding 
British and U. S. industries. B. T. 
Davis, exec of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn., declared at a 
London Exhibitors banquet follow- 
ing the Command Performance 
that there is no reason why the 
two industries can’t get together 
the same way. 

According to Siegel the tension 
and feeling of reserve that existed 
among the actors prior to this year 
was completely dispelled, with the 
thesps working together as film 
amors and not as distinct British 
and American actors. He attributed 
this to the fact that for the first 
time the show included skits utiliz- 
ing thesps of both nationalities. as 
contrasted to previous years in 
which the britishers merely walked 
on tor bows. Idea of working to- 
ether during rehearsals helped 

(Continued on page 20) 


Pro-Industry Shorts To 
Be Shown All in Pix Biz 


Film company and theatre em- 
Ployvees in New York, from top 
execs to ushers, will be invited to 
screenings of the new all-industry 
public relations shorts which go in- 
to release in March. Tom Waller, 
chief New York flack for the Mo- 
ao Picture Assn. of America. is 
y anning a flood of projection room 
s ‘owings of the films, Starting the 
second week in January. 
woe ‘s to drum up all possible 
re © interest in the program and 

me encourage theatre bookings. 
— of the films will be available 
Pong . different distrib. Theatres 
—" urged to buy the shorts 
bee ler they deal with the partic- 
po Company involved or not. Pro- 
: ner — the rentals will go into 
vd 0 ving fund to make further 

. relations product. 
of se Waller, Publicity director 
Memon AA: and Arch Reeve, 
ee xd Of the assn.’s Coast office, 
of ig named as coordinators 
Walle film project committee. 
he ~ Will handle chores arising 
on e €ast and Reeve serve as 

POsite number -in the west. 











Gracie Allen 


waxes poetic (and sarcastic) 


with some 


‘Hollywood Nursery 


Rhymes’”’ 


* * * 


a bright feature in 
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Divorcement K0's 


Chis 2-Week Rule 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 


Film row here has_ suddenly 
|learned of one previously over- 





NOW IT'S REMAK 


| 


|looked angle to the projected sep- | 


aration of RKO theatres from its 
producer - distributor affiliations. 


Following formation of a new RKO | 


theatre company, the two first-run 


RKO deluxers in Chi will no longer | 


be tied down by the crippling Jack- 


son Park ceiling of two weeks on | 


first-runs. Both the Palace and the 
Grand, RKO loop houses, will be in 
the same unhampered position as 
the indie theatres playing first-run. 

The JP anti-trust decree, effec- 
tive against the big companies, bars 
;only the sale by major distribs to 
|affiliated houses for more than two 
weeks. It does not apply to a chain 
once the circuit has cut its ties with 
,the parent org. Hence, with all af- 
filiations ended under the consent 
decree, RKO will again play pix 
more than 14 days. 

The same door is open to any of 
the other affiliates — particularly 
Paramount’s Balaban & Katz cir- 
cuit—if divorcement of one sort or 
another becomes effective. 
restrictions have slashed profits 
sharply for both the’ theatres 
bound by them and distribs book- 
ing into the outlets. 


Because of extended runs granted 
by the Federal court here to Uni- 
versal’s “Hamlet”? and 20th-Fox’s 
“The Snake Pit,” first-run difficul- 


,ties have been eased for the time. 


‘being. Both pix were given a new 
| lease on life by the court after the 
/ two-week ceiling had expired. That 
ifact solves the product problem 
of B & K’s Apollo where “Hamlet” 
is playing and of the Garrick, cur- 
jrently tenanting “Snake Pit.” 


| It has also smoothed the path of 
| B&K’'s four other loop houses since 
|it means more first-run product 
javailable to them for the time be- 
ing. 


PAR’S 21 OR 22 THIS YR. 
AS AGAINST 26 IN °47-’48 


Under present releasing plans, 
Paramount will sharply cut the 
number of films which it is sending 
to the theatres during the 1948-49 
selling year. It the tentative sched- 
ule now fixed stands, Par will 
release 21 or 22 pix for the 12 
months which started Sept. 24 
against 26 films for the previous 
year. 

Slash in 
however, will 
of A product. 





the number of films, 
not affect the total 

Heading for the 
knife is chiefly the B output ot 
Pine & Thomas, Par's producers 
of action pix. Where P & T had 
nine of their low-cost films handled 
by Par in the 1947-48 season, only 
three are earmarked for release in 
48-49. On this trio, P & T has 
fixed upped production budgets. 

Along with Metro, Par is placing 
a great deal more stress on color 
films. Company has four Techni- 
color and one Cinecolor pencilled 
in for release against only two 
j tinters last year. 


These | 


| and-off shooting .. . 
| don, 


‘| Joe.” 





§ T0 CUT 


COSTS 





TOTAL OF SEVEN 
oO FAR THIS YR, 


Major film companies, already 
established on reissue policies to 
hypo their revenue at compara- 
tively little cost, have now em- 
barked on a policy of remaking old 
films. At least seven new pictures 
are either now in release or will 
be distributed within the next sev- 


eral months which were made at 
least once before 
Reason behind the remake 


splurge, of course, is one of econ- 
omy. Cost of adapting a script 
that has already been filmed is con- 
siderably less than that of either 
buying a new story property and 
then adapting it, or of investing in 
current bestsellers and legit plays 


Terrifically high asking price on 
most of the hit novels or Broad- 
way clicks would also make the 
remakes less expensive. In ad- 
dition, with most of the film stu- 
dios now operating with reduced 
staffs, it’s much simpler to turn 
over an old property for adapta- 


tion than to assign writers to work 

on new scripts. 
Number of remakes 

is spread out evenls 


coming 
among 


up 
the 


Unmakes 
Homeoffce publicity 
of one film company, ques- 
tioned on what remakes his 
studio was planning, declared: 
“We're not bothering with 
remakes. We have too many 
pictures we wish were never 
made in the first place.” 


staffer 








various studios. One that dates 
back the farthest is “Broadway 
Bill,” which Frank Capra now has 
in the works for Paramount re- 
lease. Film was originally made by 
the old Metro company in 1918, 
and had a second ride in a ver- 
sion turned out by Columbia in 
1934. Both used the same title. 
(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Briefs From the Lots: 


9404464464 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Howard Hughes putting “Ven- 
detta’’ before the cameras tor 
added scenes after two years of on- 
Michael Gor- 
U-I director, is three days 
ahead of schedule on “The Lady 
Gambles,” Barbara Stanwyck star- 
rer... Stanley Kramer budgeting 
$225,000 to ballyhoo his new pro- 
duction, “Champion.” .. . Hakim 
Bros. moved their headquarters 
from RKO to General Service .. . 
United Nations will wind up its 
1948 program of 12 two-reelers 





this month, with only two shorts and exhibitor a chance to earn, studio turns out. 


slated for filming in 1949. 

Warners bought “Gay Decep- 
tion,” a tale of white collar gals, 
written by Jules Furthman and 
John Klorer .. . Billy Daniels will 
function as dance director on Sam- 
uel Goldwyn’s ‘“‘Roseanna McCoy.” 

The two Irving Cummings, 


father and son, producer and di- gross, 


rector, brought in “It’s Only 
Money” in 23 days, or three days 
under schedule, at RKO .. . Tudor 
Owen, veteran of silent films, re- 
turns after a 20-year absence for a 
role in “Top o' the Morning” at 
Paramount. 

Erna Lazarus turned in screen- 
play on “The Harvester,” to be 
produced by Windsor Pictures 

Roy Craft moved into RKO 
flackery as head of the fan mag 
department, succeeding George 
Nichols, who moves over to Metro 
Jan. 3 Merian C. Cooper, 
currently winding up production 
on “Mr. Joseph Young of Africa,” 


is prepping a sequel which will re- is getting the Main Street theatre. | of his pact. 


quire eight months of process film- 
ing Sam Engel was optioned 
on his producer contract at 20th- 
Fox with six pictures in prepara- 
tion in addition to two films shoot- 
ing, “Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- 
lege’ and “Come to the Stable” 


U-I is bragging about its 
shortest feature, “Arctic Man- 


hunt,’ 


lot, after background shooting in Company. 


Alaska . Florence Marly, Czech 


| 





Kay Campbell 
details why glamor has lost its 
glamor per se but mags are still 
strong for inside stuff on film per- 

sonalities, in her piece 
**Hollywood and the 

Slicks”’ 
* * 7 
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Par Prefers Own 
7, system Per Pic 


Pointing up the sharp difference 
of opinion among major film com- 
pany sales managers on basic sell- 
ing methods, Paramount sales vee- 
pee Charles M. Reagan declared 
this week that Par has never sold 

;its product on the sliding scale 
principle and doesn't plan to util- 
ize the system in the future. His 
opinion is in direct contrast to 
that of Metro sales veepee William 
F. Rodgers, who declared that 
Metro will continue to put all 
emphasis on the scale as the most 
equitable way of selling pictures. 

Par, according to Reagan, would 
rather determine what rentals to 
ask on a picture by conducting test 
runs in various situations through- 
out the country. By ascertaining 
the boxoffice value of a picture in 
that way, the company can then 
determine the rental to ask in each 
situation by checking it against 
each theatre’s grossing ability. Lat- 
ter is known fairly well through 
past records of pix that have play- 
ed on percentage. 

Even though Par has ruled out 
the sliding scale, Reagan declared 
the company releases several pic- 
tures yearly which rate rentals up 
to 50%. ‘We want the right to 
earn that if the pictures prove they 
can earn it,” he said. And that, 
in turn, puts the major emphasis 
on: the test runs. 


Any time Metro earns 50° ona 
film, on the other hand, the film 
will have to gross enough on the 
scale to boost the returns that 
high. According to Rodgers, the 
scale gives both the distributor 


more on a hefty grosser, while per- 
mitting the exhibitor to get out 
from under if a picture doesn’t 
come up-to expectations. Scale 
utilized by Metro varies from sit- 
uation to situation. On an aver- 
age, it starts at 35° and then rises 
in steps of 242°. according to the | 
until the split figure is | 
reached. | 





RKO AND FOX-MIDWESCO 
DISSOLVING KC POOL 


Pushing the breakup of pools as 
required under court rulings in 
the Government anti-trust suit, 
RKO and Fox Midwest theatres, 
subsid of National Theatres, have 
agreed to separate their operations 
in Kansas City. Fox-Midwest is 
taking over the KC Orpheum the- 
atre on a 100°? basis while RKO 


Dissolution is to go into effect 
before the end of the year. 


VAN PELT ADDS REP 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
Edwin Van Pelt, veepee in the 
Chemical Bank & Trust Co. and a 
director in Republic Pictures, has 





’ filmed in eight days on the 44ded to his holdings in the film 


Van Pelt has picked up 
a block of 1,000 shares of common 


actress, drew the femme lead op- stock. 


posite Humphrey Bogart in “Tokyo 


Bank official now owns a total of 


,;3,600 shares of Rep. 


+ Metro's 


Bidding Helps M-G Avoid Exhib Suits, 
~ Says Rodgers; 49 Releases Boosted 


wholesale adoption of 
competitive bidding, wherever an 
exhib wants it, has already paid off 
dividends, according to William F. 
todgers, distribution veepee. Use 
of the system, he told VARIETY, has 
resulted in Metro being left out 
of a number of exhib anti-trust ac- 
tions. These triple-damage suits 
present one the toughest prob- 
iems faced distribs at the cur- 
rent time. 

“We've placed no ceiling on the 
number of situations where com- 
petitive bidding will be adopted,” 
Rodgers declared. “Metro is con- 
tinuing to expand that form of sell- 
ing wherever it helps to solve ex- 
hibitor problems.” 

Focusing om the volume of re- 
leases in ’49, Rodgers said studio 
production at Culver City so 
geared that the lot could turn out 
double the number of pix lensed 
in °48 if necessary. “Our releasing 
schedule will depend solely on the 
speed in which the market can ab- 
sorb the films. Dore Schary (Metro 
production chief) has told me that 
the studio can meet any require- 
ment of the distribution dept.” 
Rodgers estimated a small increase 
in total releases during °49. 

M-G will continue its venture 
into reissues in the year coming, 

(Continued on page 18) 


20th Decides to Make 
Its Own B’s or Acquire 
Em as Needed, Per Pic 


Twentieth-Fox, after several 
months of discussions, has decided 
against renewing contracts of those 
producers of B pictures it released 
this year. Company still plans 
to release a limited number of low- 
budgeters, according to 20th sales 
chief Andy W. Smith, Jr., but they 
are to be bought on the open mar- 
ket picture by picture. 

Twentieth last year had distribu- 

tion pacts with six indies, all of 
whom turned out modest-budget- 
ers to pad the company’s release 
schedule. Considerable discussion 
|arose between the studio and 
homeoffice when the time came to 
pick up options on the contracts, 
with the homeoffice winning out. 
Idea was that the B films put the 
sales department in a bad light on 
the company’s books. The Bs sel- 
dom showed much of a profit and, 
since they weren’t turned out by 
| the studio, were written off against 
the distribution end. 

Under present plans, Smith said, 
20th will release some 30 films 
during the year. Roster includes 
at least two top-budgeters each 
month, plus whatever B's the 
This will still 
leave plenty of room on the sched- 
ule for product from indies and, 
Smith declared, it may be possible 
to increase the number of releases. 


Kusell Need Only Check 
In at SRO When Needed 


Milton Kuseli, who refused to 
“resign” last month as v.p. in 
charge of distribution for the Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization, has 
reached an agreement with David 
O. Selznick by which he will no 
longer be required to appear at the 
h.o. each day. He will, however, 
continue to draw his full weekly 
paycheck until his contract expires 
in March. 

SRO board. on a coin-saving 
spree last month, announced Kusell 
had “resigned.” He refused to do 
so, however, without 100°. payoff 
He has therefore been 
at his desk each day in compliance 
{with terms of the contract, 
!although the work of administer- 
|ing sales has been turned over to 


ot 
by 





is 


| 








his former assistant, Sidney 
Deneau. 
Kusell’s signature, as v.p. of 


SRO, is still required on numerous 
official documents and the com- 
pany has agreed that if he appears 
when needed, in response to phone 
or telegraphic notification, it will 
consider terms of his contract ful- 
| filled. 
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. “Hope really hits a bull’s eye this time. His funniest picture in quite a 
spell. His writers have poured it on him right out of a bushel 
, ‘ i 
basket... an unusually heavy burden of laughter bulging his Ry 
saddle bags. Picture has all the trimmings a western fan would % 


like. Audiences at the Paramount will be mighty pleased folks.” —_, 
— Alton Cook, World-Telegram |” 
























“A double natural—one of the funniest pictures of the year. You ~-. 
laugh so much your sides ache. Everything you’ve imagined . 
‘Buttons and Bows’ to be when listening to the radio is there, 
plus more. La Russell clicks. Hope’s never been as effective.” 
— Lee Mortimer, Daily Mirror ‘i 
‘‘Hie to the Paramount and enjoy yourself. ‘The Paleface’ will” 
do much to brighten Broadway and add to the general 
x merry holiday spirit. Hope sings ‘Buttons and Bows’, 
/ the number that reached the top of the Hit Parade 


- 


before the picture was released.” Ps : 
etd — Kate Cameron, Daily News 
a Lf 
‘Adults can chuckle and so can their youngsters which is important this 
holiday season. Done in the best Hope manner.” 
Pad — Eileen Creelman, Sun \ 
a \ 
“Paramount has struck pay dirt with ‘The Paleface’. Hope in top form. His 2 
_rendition of ‘Buttons and Bows’ beats ’em all.” 


— Russell Rhodes, Journal of Commerce 


\ 
“One of the best comedies to hit the screen this year ‘ 


...and we won’t take that back, not even at \ 
the point of a gun.” —Seventeen Magazine ' 





® 
( ‘ \ 


oa 









Sess even eewe, 
— 89 oo 


ae 
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eg “Calculated to bring the house down. 4 
‘A Splash and color and fast gags.” 
—Leo Mishkin, Morning-Tele. G 
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Wait till 
Crosby reads 
these raves / 



















7 
Pd “There could scarcely be a more joyful show for the Yule 
season. A delight...a triumphant travesty. Rarely 
/ has Hope been so funny. A picture exciting as well 
, as regaling.” —Howard Barnes, Herald Tribune 


“Whoop-de-do gag fest. Deserves a marker as the 


AG birthplace of ‘Buttons and Bows’,..which... 


eae oe 
+ 


~ is now the all-time all-time hit.” 


— Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times 





“One of the funniest comedies of the season. A slick vehicle 
.~ for Hope’s quips and clowning. You’ll find it fun.” 
~ — Rose Pelswick, Journal-American 


“You will laugh yourself red in the face 


by when you see it.” 
) —Jimmy Fidler, Mutual Network 
\ 





Boxoffices everywhere will put on 
Buttons and Bows to get ready 
for all those wonderful shows in 


Paramount's 
» ¢ GOLD RUSH OF ’49 





- 
Seen anes senses 


Color by Technicolor 


hoduced by ROBERT L WELCH 
Directed by NORMAN Z.MELEOD 


Original Screenplay by Edmund Hartmann and 
Frank Tashlin + Additional Dialogue by Jack Rose 


Songs by Jay Livingston and Ray Evans 


aol 
~~ = 
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Pre-Xmas Drops L.A. Into Doldrums; 
Unfaithfully’ Dull $34,000, ‘Jim’ 186, 


‘Life’ Fair 296, 


Los Angeles, Dec. 31. 


Pre-Christmas doldrums are) 
shoving the firstrun boxoffice here | 
down to the bottom in current | 
week as theatres mark time for the 
end of Yule shopping and start of 
holiday offerings and Academy 
Award contenders. There is noth- 
ing this session that is even slightly 
outstanding. 

Closest approach to real business 
is being done by the reissue combo 


of “Last Days of Pompeii’ and 
“She.” Pair of oldies is classed as 
satisfactory $17,500 in two houses 
in fine five days after solid first 
stanza. Best new bill is “Unfaith- 
fully Yours,” which looks dull $34,- 
000 or less in five situations. 


“Jungle Jim” is dim $18,000 in five 
theatres. | 

“Time of Life’ shapes fcir $29,- 
000 in four small-seaters. ‘Hills of 
Home” is slim $21,000 in three 
spots. “Christopher Blake” and 
“Smart Girls” looks very thin $26,- 
000, also in three. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Jungle Jim” ‘Col) and “Loaded 
Pistols” (Col). Dim $2,000 or under. 
Last week, ‘Strike It Rich” (Mono) 
and “Kidnapped” (Mono), $2,500. 

Beverly Hills Music Wall (G&S- 
Prin-Col) (834; 65-$1)—‘‘Time of 
Life’ (UA). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “Red River’ (UA) (9th wk), 
$2,700. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1) —‘“‘Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) 
and ‘Trouble Makers’ (Mono). 
Only $4,500. Last week, ‘When 
Baby Smiles” (20th) and ‘Parole, 
Inc.” (EL) (3d wk-6 days), $3,700. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—‘‘Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) 
and “Trouble Makers” (Mono). 
Thin $7,500 or near. Last week 
“Baby Smiles” (20th)“and “Parole, 
Inc.”’ (EL) 3d wk-6 days), $6,100. 


Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Loaded 
Pistols” (Col). Dull $2,000. Last 


week, “Strike It Rich’ (Mono) and 
“Kidnapped” (Mono) (4 days), sur- 
prise $2,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,757; 60-$1)— 
“Christopher Blake’ (WB) and 
“Smart Girls Don’t Talk’ (WB). 
Slow $11,000. Last week, “Angels 
Dirty Faces” (WB) and “Drive By 
Night” (WB) (reissues), good $16,- 
700. 

Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(902; 55-$1)—“‘Time of Life’ (UA). 
Fair $11,000 or close. Last week, 
“Red River” (UA) (9th wk), $7,700. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 


“Hills Home” (M-G). Slim $5,500. | 


Last week, “Three Musketeers” 
(M-G) (4th wk-4 days), $4,500. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Loaded 
Pistols” (Col). 
week, “Strike It Rich” (Mono) and 
“Kidnapped” (Mono), thin $2,500. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Magic Bow” (Indie) and “Nick- 
olas Nickleby” (U) 
About $2,000. Last week, “Mozart 
Story” (SG) (2d wk-6 days), mild 
$1,800.° 


| 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- | 


$2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (8th wk). 
Down to $7,500. Last week, pleas- 
ing $9,800. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“Can- 
yon Passage” (U)- and “Frontier 
Gal” (U) (reissues). Meager $2,000 


or less. Last week, “Mexican Hay- | 


ride” (‘U) and “Grand Canyon 
Trail” (Rep) (2d wk-4 days), $1,100. 
Hawaii (G&S-Prin-Cor) ( 1,106; 


55-$1)—‘‘Time of Life’ (UA). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, “Red River” 
(UA) (9th wk), $2,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Christopher Blake” (WB) and 
“Smart Girls’ (WB). Slow $8,000. 
Last week, “Angels Dirty Faces” 
(WB) and “Drive By Night” (WB) 
(reissues), good $10,800. 


Hollywood Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 


(512; 55-85)—“'Time of Life” (UA). 
_ $5,500. Last week, “Red 
iver” (UA) (9th wk), $1,700. 

Iris ‘(FWC) (828: 60-85)—‘Can- 
yon Passage” ‘(U) and “Frontier 
Gal” (U) (reissues). Dim $1,500. 
Last week, “Mexican Hayride” (U) 
and “Grand Canyon Trail” (Rep) 
(2d wk-4 days), $1,400. 

Laurel ‘Rosener) (890: 85)— 
“Brief Encounter” (U) and “Happy 
Breed” ‘U) (reissues). Thin $2,000. 
pa eee, “Fanny” (Indie) (3d wk), 


Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; | 


60-$1) — “Unfaithfully Yours” 
(20th) and “Trouble Makers” 
(Mono). Sparse $13,000 or close. 


Last week, “Baby Smiles” (20th) 
and “Parole, Inc.” (EL) (3d wk-6 
days), $9,800. 

Los Angeles ‘D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Hills Home” (M-G). Slow 
$11,000. Last’ week, “Three Mus- 


|Oke $11,000. 


‘Blake’ Bleak 266 


keteers’ (M-G) (4th wk-4 days), 
$7,500. 

Loyola (FWC) (1.248; 60-$1)— 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) and 
“Trouble Makers” (Mono). Dull 
$4,500. Last week, “Baby Smiles” 
(20th) and “Parole, Inc.” (EL) (3d 
wk-6 days), $3,600. 

Orpheum (‘(D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—“Jungle Jim’ (Col) and 
“Loaded Pistols” (Col). Mild $10,- 
000. Last week, “Strike It Rich” 
(Mono) and “Kidnapped” (Mono), 
$10,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“She” (RKO) and “Last Days Pom- 


peii” (RKO) (2d wk) (reissues). 
Fair $6,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
nice $15,500. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Accused” (Par) and “Harpoon” 


(SG) (2d wk). Light $10,000. Last 
week, $17,400. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1.451: 60-$1) — “Accused” (Par) 
(2d wk). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
$12,300. 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—‘‘She” (RKO) and “Last Days 
Pompeii” (RKO) (2d wk) (reissues). 
Last week, snappy | 


$20,300. | 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘“‘Can- | 
yon Passage” (U) and “Frontier 
Gal” (U) (reissues). Slow $3,500. 


(Continued on page 20) 
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“Amazon Okay At 
$14,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
Business and the weather cur- 
rently are way off. However, strong 
| exploitation is bringing ‘‘Last Days 
| of Pompeii” and “She” a fairly big 
| week at the Golden Gate. Same 
| applies to two other oldies, ‘““Stage- 





coach” and “Long Voyage Home,” | 


which is okay at the Paramount. 
|“Unfaithfully Yours” is dim at the 
|'Fox while “Angel on Amazon” 
| paired with “Plunderers” is not 
| doing so badly at Warfield. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
95)—“‘Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) 
and “She” (RKO) (reissues). Strong 
be ! pushing to big $18,000. Last 
| week, “Song Is Born” (RKO) and 
|“Guns of Hate” (RKO) (3rd wk), 
| $11,500. 

| Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘Un- 
| faithfully Yours” (20th) and “Last 
of Wild Horses” (SG). Thin $13,000 
or near in 8 days. Last week, 
|“Fighter Squadron” (WB) and 


_wk), $10,500 in 6 days. 

| Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
\“Angel On Amazon” (Rep) and 
|“Plunderers” (Rep). Modest $14,- 


(reissues). | 000 but not bad for season. Last ¢¢ 500. 


'week, “Three Musketeers” (M-G) 
'(3d wk), $12,500 in 6 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Stagecoach” (UA) and “Long 
‘Voyage Home” (UA) (reissues). 
Oldie combo doing fairly well at 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Unknown 
Island” (FC) and “Appointment 
With Murder” (FC), 9 days, nice 
$23,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85) 
—“Lives of Bengal Lancer” (Par) 
(2d wk) (reissue). Okay $9,000 in 
10 days. Last week, “Johnny 
| Belinda” (WB) (m.o.) (5th wk), big 
$10,000 in 10 days. 
| Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55- 
85)—"“Return of October’ (Col) 
_and “Blondie’s Secret” (Col). Fair- 
ish $17,000. Last week, “Countess 
| Monte Cristo” (U) and “Manhattan 
Angel” (Col), mild $11,000. 

United Artists (No. 


(10th wk). Down to $4,500. Last 
week, husky $6,000. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: $1.- town-Fairway combo and “Isn't It 


‘Venus’ Fair $9,500 In 
Omaha; ‘Fathoms’ 10G 


Omaha, Dec. 21. 

Pre-holiday lull is very evident 
at all spots this week. Reissues are 
being used by a few houses. “16 
Fathoms Deep” at Orpheum, and 
“One Touch of Venus” 
amount both look light. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Eyes of Texas” (Rep) and “Smug- 
gler’s Cove” (Mono). Only fair $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘“Let’s Live Little” 
(EL) and “Million Dollar Week- 
end” (EL), $3,400. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
5)—"16 Fathoms Deep” ‘Mono) 
and “Michael O’HaHoran” (Mono). 
Slender $10,000. Last week, “Road 
House” (20th) and “Music 


for) 


(Mono), $9,300. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Touch of Venus” (U). Fair 
$9500. Last week, “Julia Misbe- 
haves” (M-G), $8,900. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 
Squadron” (FC) (reissues). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Evil My Love 


(Par) and “Hollywood Barn Dance” 
(Indie), $7,800. 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 


(RKO) and 


“Last Days Pompeii” ) 
Started 


“She” (RKO) (reissues). 
Sunday (19). Last week, “Return 
of October” ‘Col) and “Leather 
Gloves” (Col), good $6,000. 


‘Countess Meek 


$15,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
| Christmas shopping and long 
extended-runs are deflating grosses 
here. Also a 7-inch snowfall Sun- 





day virtually blotted out the one | 


day’s business the film men here 
counted on. “Countess of Monte 
Cristo” looks mild at the Earle. 
Most others are even slower. 

| Estimates for This Week 

| Aldine (WB) (1,303; $1.20-$2.40) 
'—“*Hamlet” (U) (4th wk). Heavy 
selling on college and high ‘school 
circuits holding this one up near 
$18,000. Last week, big $20,000. 

Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
\“June Bride” (WB) (2d wk). Off to 
$3,500. Last week, okay $4,800. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“No 
Minor Vices” 
at $18,000 for 10 days. 

Earle (WB) (2,750; 50-99) — 
“Countess Monte Cristo” (U). Mild 
$15,000. Last week, “Station West” 
(RKO) (3d wk), good $15,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Un- 
faithfully Yours” (20th). Dull $16,- 
000. Last week, “When Baby 
Smiles” (20th) (3d wk), nice $16,- 
000 in 5 days. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99) —“‘Three Musketeers” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk). Okay $16,000. Last week, 
big $24,000. 
| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—“Rogues’ Regiment” (U) (4th 
wk). Down to $7,000 or near. Last 


Only $1,500. Last | “Smart Girls Don’t Talk” (WB) (2d | week, good $10,500. 


| Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 


/—"Night at Opera” (M-G) (reis- 
'sue). Fairish $8,000. Last week, 
“Road House” (20th) (3d week), 


| Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
| “Hatter’s Castle’ (Par). Tepid $18,- 
500. Last week, “Let’s Live a Little” 
(EL), $17,000. z 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
'“Blood on Moon” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Dropped to $14,500. Last week, 
hefty $18,000. 

Stanton (WB) 
\“Belle Starr’s Daughter’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding own at $10,000. 
Last week, lusty $15,000. 


KC. AT LOW FOR ’48; 








Kansas City, Dec. 21. 


| Reissues are playing many spots 
\here this pre-Christmas week, and 
Coast) they are doing better than most 
(1,207; 55-85)—“Red River” (UA) new product. Biz will be probably 


the lightest of this year. 


at Par-| 


Man” 


(M-G). Minor money | 


(1,475; 50-99) — 


‘BLOOD’ 126, ‘BLAKE’ 116 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ... $2,112,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 219 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 








Last Year . . $2,150,000 
(Based -on 21 cities, 199 
theatres). 
iiaieaSineieaatcandeiaiaacetabiils 








St. Loo's Blues: 
‘Stampede’ $12,000 


St. Louis, Dec. 21. 
Natives are ignoring the big 
downtown cinemas, devoting their 
time to Christmas shopping this 


round, and biz is at a low ebb. 
|“The Paleface,” still leading the 
| boxoffice race, is doing mighty 


| well for this week of year although 
| in second stanza at the Fox. “San 
| Francisco” and “‘Night at Opera,” 


Estimates for This Week 

| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
| 75)—‘‘Northwest Stampede” (EL) 
and “Mickey” ‘EL). Dull $12,000. 

Last week, “Countess Monte 
Christo” (U) and “Velvet Touch” 
| (RKO), $14,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 
“Paleface” (Par) and “Dynamite” 
(Par) (2d wk). 
ter fine $25,000 initial session. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“San Francisco” (M-G) and ‘Night 
at Opera” (M-G) (reissues). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, “Walk Crook- 
ed Mile” (Col) and “Black Eagle” 
| (Col), $12,500. 
| Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Countess Monte Christo” (U) and 
| “Love of Mary” (U) (m.o.). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, “Fighter Squad- 
ron (WB) and ‘“Plunderers” (Rep) 
(m.o.), $6,000. 


| “Blockade” (Indie) and “Gangmen 
Also Die” (Indie) (reissues). Light 

| $5,500. Last week, “Three Mus- 

| keteers” (M-G) (m.o.), $7,500. 

| St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
‘Rogues’ Regiment” (U) and ‘“Lar- 
ceny” (U) ‘(m.o.). Good $7,000. 
Last week, “Cry of City’ (20th) 
and “Sons of Adventure” (Rep), 

| $5,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500; 40-60) — 
“Holiday” (Col) and ‘More Than 
| Secretary” (Col) (reissues). Fair 
$4,500. Last week, “Talk of Town” 
(Col) and “More the Merrier” 
(Col) (reissues), $4,000. 


‘Blade’ Dull at $16,500 
Leader in Slim Prov.; 


‘Pompei’-‘She’ $14,000 


Providence, Dec. 21. 
Theatres are just waiting for 
Christmas here, and catching only 
_a few stragglers. Loew’s State is 
highest with ‘Gallant Blade” but 
it is mild. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
\‘“‘Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) and 
i “She” (RKO) (reissues). Fairish 
$14,000. Last week, “Rogues’ Regi- 
ment” (U) and “Out of Storm” (U), 
good $15,000. 

Carlton (Fay) 
“Angels Dirty Faces” (WB) and 
“Drive By Night” (WB) (reissues) 
(2d wk). So-so $4,000. First week, 
$5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Deep 
Waters” (WB) and vaude. Thin 
| $5,000. Last week, “Yokel Boy” 











“Kiss (WB) (reissue) and vaude on stage, 


Blood Off Hands” at Tower-Up- $6,000. 


Majestic ‘Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 


| 20-$2.40)—“"Hamlet” (U) (6th wk), | Romantic,” pushed into Roxy in-| “Road House” (20th) and “Gay In- 
stead of Paramount. “San Fran-|truders” (20th) (2d wk). So-so $8.,- 
cisco” teamed with “Night at the 500. First week was fair $11,000. 


|About $11,000. 
$11,500. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Spring” (Indie) (2d wk). Off to 
$2,000 or near. Last week, okay 
$2,500. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—"Fighter Squadron” (WB) and 
“Smart Girls Don’t Talk” 

(m.o.). Only $1,800. Last week, 


Last week, fine 


Opera” at the Midland is passable. 


Same is true of 


Orpheum. 
| Estimates for This Week 


| Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
(WB) 65)— ‘Green Was Valley” (20th) 
(reissue) and ‘“‘Arthur Takes Over” 


of “Angels Dirty | 65)—‘“Love of 
Faces” and “Drive By Night” at} 


| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
Mary” (U) and 
“Angel Exile’ (U). Dim $5,500. 
Last week, “In Navy” (RKO) and 
“Mister Big’”’ (RKO) (reissues), be- 
low par $8,000. 
State (Loew) 
|“Gallant Blade” (Col) and “I Jane 


| reissue combo, are doing okay at | 
| Loew’s for best first-week money. | 


50-75)— | 
Down to $18,000 af- 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 50-75)— | 


(1,400; 44-65)— 


(3,200; 44-65)— 


Hub Hits Skids: ‘Blood’ in Red, $17,000, 
‘October’ Slight 266, ‘Blake’ Fair 19¢ 


Boston, Dec. 21. 


Firstruns at four houses have not 
been enough to shake off the biz 
doldrums with trade way off all 
over town. “Kiss Blood Off 
| Hands” at Memorial and “Decision 
|of Christopher Blake” at Met look 
fair. “Return of October” at Or- 
pheum and State is very slow. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1.300; 40-80) — 





“Song Is Born” (RKO) and “In 
This Corner” (FC) (6th wk). Down 
to $4.500 after oke $5,300 for last 
week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80) — 
|““Countess Monte. Cristo” ‘U) and 


| ‘Singin’ Spurs” (Indie). Thin $15.- 


000. Last week, “Live Today” ‘U) 
and “Nanook of North” (Indie), 
$17,500. 


Exeter (Indie) (1,300: 45-75 
1 


“Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d wk), 
Mild $3,800 after last week’s $5,000, 

Fenway (MP) (1,373; 40-80) — 
“Angel With Dirty Faces’ (WB) 


and “Drive by Night” (WB) (reis- 
sues). About $4,500. Last week, 
“Road House” (20th) and “Miracu- 
lous Journey” (FC) (2d wk), fair 
$5,000. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; $2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th wk). Okay 
$7.500 after $8,000 last week. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80) 
—‘‘Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) and 
“Jigs, Maggie in Court” (Mono), 
Modest $17,000. Last week, 
“Rogues’ Regiment” (U) and “In- 
dian Agent” (RKO) (2d wk), fair 
$12,000. 

Metropolitan (MP) (4,367; 40-80) 
|—“‘Christopher Blake” (WB) and 
“Mickey” (EL). Miid $19,000. Last 
week, “Black Arrow” (Col) and 
“Lulu Belle” (Col), $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 
—‘Man From _ Colorado” 
Opens today ‘Tues.). Last week, 
“Return of October” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Secret” (Col), dim $17,- 
000. 
| Paramount 
|—‘‘Angels Dirty Faces” (WB) and 
iDrive by Night” (WB) (reissues). 
| Dull $9,000. Last week, “Road 
|House” (20th) and “Miraculous 
Journey” (FC) (2d wk), good 
$13,800. 

State (Loew) (3.500; 40-80) 
“Man From Colorado” ‘Col). Opens 
today. Last week, ‘“‘Return of Oc- 
tober” (Col) and ‘“‘Blondie’s Secret” 
(Col), slim $9,000. 


40-80) 
(Col), 


(MP) (1,700; 40-80) 





| 
‘Plunderers’ Plush In 


| Draggy Denver, $13,000 


Denver, Dec. 

Biz here this frame is showing 
usual pre-holiday effect. Best new 
|entry looks to be “The Plunderers,” 
playing in two theatres. ‘Red 
| River” winds up ninth week of five 
days to give Broadway a new pic- 
ture for Christmas Day. It broke 
length-of-run and number of weeks 
played for any local first-run house. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“June Bride” (WB) and “Smart 
/Girls Don’t Talk” (WB) ‘m.o.). 


Good $4,500 or near. Last week, 
“Loves of Carmen” (Col) and “In- 
ner Sanctum” (FC) (m.o.), $4,000. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
|74)—"“Red River” (UA) (8th wk). 
\Fair $5,000. Last week, good 
| $7,500. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
'—‘“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 
| (reissue). Dim $8,000. Last week, 
| ““Tatlock’s Millions” (Par) (4th wk), 


same. 
(2,525; 





Denver (Fox) 35-74)— 
“Saxon Charm” (U) and “Love of 
Mary” ‘(U), day-date with Esquire. 
Mild $13,000 or less. Last week, 
“June Bride” (WB) and “Smart 
Girls Don’t Talk” (WB), $16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Saxon Charm” (U) and “Love of 
Mary” (U), day-date with Denver. 
Fair $2,000. Last week, “June 
Bride” (WB), $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO) and “The 
Pearl” (RKO) (2d wk). Way off to 
thin $10,000. Last week, big 
$20,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Plunderers” (Rep) and “Homi- 
\cide for Three” (Rep), day-date 
with Webber. Trim $10,500. Last 
week, “Road House” (20th) an 
“Mine Own Executioner” (20th), 
/ $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘‘Loves 
of Carmen” (Col) and “Inner 





“June Bride” (WB) and “Homicide | (20th). Average $3,000. Last week, | Doe” (M-G). Mild $16,500. Last Sanctum” (FC) (m.o.). Fair $2.500. 
For Three” (Rep) (4th wk), |“Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle Squad- | week, “San Francisco” (M-G) and| Last week, “When Baby Smiles” 
$2,300. ron” (FC) (reissues), $4,000. “Philadelphia Story” (M-G) (re-| (20th) and “Bungalow 13” (20th) 
| State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Son| Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35-45-65) issues), $15,500. ‘(m.o.), $3,000. 

of Dracula” (U) and “Ghost —Bush Christmas” (U). Slight $1,-| Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) | Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
of Frankenstein” (U) (reissues), 400. Last week, “Die Fledermaus” |—‘Harpoon” (SG) and “SOS Sub- | “Plunderers” (Rep) and “Homicide 
Husky $7,500. Last week, ‘He ‘Indie) (2d wk), good $1,500. marine” (SG). Opened Monday (20).|for Three” (Rep), also Paramount. 


Walked By Night” (EL) and “Mil- 
good $12,500 in 20 days. 


| Midland ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
lion Dollar Weekend” (EL) eryeg Wi Francisco” (M-G) and “Night 


(Continued on: page 20) 


islim $9,000. . - 


Last week, ‘Return of October” 
(Col) and “Blondie’s Secret’ (Col), 


Okay $2,500 or near. Last week, 
“Road House” (20th) and “Smart 
|}Girls Don't Talk” (WB), $3,000. 
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Chi Heads for Year’s Slowest Week: 
‘Romantic -Vaude Very Thin $27,000, 
‘Married’ Oke 176, ‘Hamlet’ 15G, 4th 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
While Loop Xmas sales hit new 


highs last week, downtown film. 


‘ seems to be heading for 
ered new low. With only one or 
two exceptions grosses are on the 
downgrade. Chicago with “Isn't It 
Romantic” plus vaude looks dull 
$27,000. “Every Girl Should Be 
Married” at Palace is doing okay 
; pert $17,000. Reisues of “San 
’ and “Night at Opera 
should hit brisk 


al > 
Francisco 
at Roosevelt 
$13,000 

Holdovers, which have been very 
strong in the past here, fell apart 
and are heading for new lows. Best 
of second weekers seems to be 
“Girl From Manhattan” plus p.a 
of King Cole Trio at Oriental with 
probable $40,000. “Christopher 
Blake” at State-Lake appears very 
dim $6,000. 

“Hamlet” shapes bright $15,000 


at the Apollo in fourth week. 
“Snake Pit’ at the Garrick, in 
sixth stanza, should grab trim 


$12,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apello (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—Hamlet” (U) (4th wk). Bright 
$15,000. Last week, $16,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Isn't It Romantic” (Par) plus 
vaude. Drab $27,000. Last week. 
“Innocent Affair’ (UA) aided by 


p.a. of Jerry Colonna (3d wk), 
solid $37,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 


“Snake Pit” (20th) (6th wk). Neat 
$12.000. Last week, $14,500. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Freaks” (M-G) (reissue) with 
sideshow. Curiosity seekers giving 
this a good play for $14,500. Last 
week, “Unknown Island” (FC) and 


“Bodyguard” (RKO) (2d wk), 
$9,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Girl From Manhattan” (UA) 


with King Cole Trio topping stage 
(2d wk). Trim $40,000. Last week, 
$46,000. ~ 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
(RKO). Brisk $17,000. Last week, 
“Live Today For Tomorrow” (U), 
$14,500 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 50-98)— 
“San Francisco” and “Night at 
Opera” (M-G) (reissues). Sharp 
$13,000. Last week, “Plunderers” 
(Rep) and “Angel on Amazon” 
(Rep) (2d wk), big $11,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Ravaged Earth” (Indie). Hefty 
$13,000. Last week, “Urubu” (UA) 
(3d wk), $8,700. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
-~—Christopher Blake” (WB) (2d 
Wk). Brutal $6,000. Last week, sad 
$8.000. 

Surf (Indie) (650; 85)—“This Is 
New York” (UA) (4th wk). Doing 
best biz comparatively in town 
With great $4,800. Last week, 
$5,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
95'-—" Hills of Home” (M-G) (2d 
Wk’. Another caught by downbeat, 
thin $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 
Weeds (Essaness) (1,073: 98)-— 
Song Is Born” (RKO) (9th wk). 
Fair $8.000. Last week, $9,000. 


World (Indie) (587; 80) “Lost 
One” (Col) (6th wk). Still holding 


fairly well at $3,800. Last week, 
about same, 


‘Carmen’ Hot 226, Mont’! 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 


deluxers are suffering 
= m , Usual pre-holiday slump. 
woves of Carmen” is an exception 
ve ing torrid at Loew's. 
, Estimates for This Week 
“ oew's (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
Oves Of Carmen” (Col). 





City's 
from 


9 Socko 
i 000. ant week, “Luxury 
Aner M-G) 1 . j 
$13,000. G) (3d wk), smooth 


spe abitol (C. T.) (2,412: 34-60)— 
M step Arrow” (Col) (2d wk) 
rd oe $10,000 after sock first of 


Palace (C. T.) (2,625: 34-60) 


Anna Karenina” (2 i 
: Ith). Nice 
tree Last week, “Good Sam” 


Pri (2d wk), fair $9,000. 
uphtineess (C."'T.) (2,131: 34-60)— 
$6,000 Lady” (U). (2d wk). Off to 

000 following okay $11,000. 
imperial (C.°T.) (1,839: 26-45) — 
paltunderhoof” (Col) and “I Sur- 
pg Dear” (Col). Okay $4,000. 
and De , anange Creek” (Col) 

Nacing L 6 2 *k 
oke $4.000 uck” (Col) (2d wk), 


«op PtPheum (C. T.) (1,040: 34-60) — 


. CxS, | Brooklyn” (UA) and 
Bee ‘UA). Good $6,000. Last 


$4 sup, Puttall” (UA) Q@d) wk), oke 


+ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $474,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $545,000 
(Based on 23 theatres ) 


ira Dice 
L ville, 311,000 


Louisville, Dec. 21 
Downtown film houses are loping 
along at a leisurely pace this week 
Loew's State has the two oldies 





“San Francisco” and “Night at 
Opera,” and doing fairly well 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes’ at 


healthy pre-holiday 
houses are just 


Rialto has a 
look, but other 


marking time. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue’ (1,200; 
45-65'—"‘Road House” (20th) and 


“Trouble Preferred” (20th) ‘(m.o.) 
Mild $4,000 Last week. ‘‘Good 
Sam” (RKO) m.o.), fine $5,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
“Night Song” (RKO) and “Lar- 
ceny” (U). Okay $3,000. Last week, 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) and 
“Smart Girls Don't Talk’ (WB) 
$3,200. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
45-65)—"Fighter Squadron” (WB) 
(2d wk). Catching nice slice of 
trade this week at $8,000 after last 
week's solid $11,000 

Rialto (FA) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes’ (Par) 
and “Disaster” (Par). Modest $11,- 
000. Last week, “Road House” 
'(20th) and “Trouble Preferred” 
' (20th), lively $14,000 

State (Loew's) (3.000: 45-65)— 
“San Francisco” (M-G) and “Night 
at Opera” (M-G) (reissues). Fairly 
nice $12,000 Last week, “Walk 
Crooked Mile’ (Col) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono). about same. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“Cry 
of City” (20th) and ‘‘Appointment 
With Murder” (20th). So-so $4,500. 
Last week. “Love Life of Hitler” 
'(FC) and “Inner Sanctum” (FC), 
normal $5,500. 


‘Pompeii -‘She’ Winner 


In Blue Balto, $12,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 21. 

Extra-heavy snowfall over week- 
end clamped an added damper 
on the uneventful  pre-holiday 
,trade here with the entire down- 
town list moaning low. Reissue 
combo of “Last Days of Pompeii” 
and “She” got off to a surprisingly 
strong start and looks sole winner 
this session 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—"Hills of Home” (M-G). Mod- 
erate $7.000. Last week, ‘No Minor 
Vices” (M-G), $6,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—"*Return of Wildfire” (Col) 
plus Amateur Hour Winners. Stage 





layout helping ‘considerably — to 
passable $14,000. Last week, 
“Smart Girls Don’t Talk’? (WB) 


‘plus vaude, $12,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—‘‘Unknown Island” (FC). Un- 
leventful $5,000. Last week, ‘‘Can- 
‘yon Passage’ (U) and ‘Frontier 
Gal” (U) (reissues), $5,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“Drive By Night” (WB). (reissue) 
Not much at $4,000. Last week, 
“Angel on Amazon” (Rep), better 
than average at $4,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (reissue) 
Getting some response at $6,500. 
Last week. “Unfaithfully Yours” 
(20th), only $8,700 in 9 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)— 
“Christopher Blake” (WB). Slight 
$9,000. Last week, “Angels With 
Dirty Faces” (WB) (reissue), 
modest $6,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues). Started 
with bang and ‘shapes to get sock 
$12,000. Last week, “Let’s Live 
Little’ (EL), fair $8,400. 

Valencia (1,855: 20-60)—‘Three 
Musketeers” (M-G) (m.o.) (2d wk). } 
Holding well at $5.500 ‘aftér nice 
previous round at $6,600. 


,‘*Moonrise”’ 


‘Blade’ Not So Keen 

$11,500 Tops in Ciney 

Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 
Major houses currently are of- 

fering only two new bills. “Gal- 
lant Blade,” topping town at okay 
stride, and “Jungle Jim,” only pas- 
sable. “Three Musketeers” and 
“Baby Smiles at Me” are strongest 
holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Gallant Blade” (Col). Okay $11,- 
500. Last week, “Pitfall” (UA), 
$10,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 


“Baby Smiles at Me” (20th) (4th 
wk). Satisfactory $5,000 on heels 
of pleasing $7,000 third stanza 
Grand (RKO 1.400: 50-75 
“Jungle Jim” ‘(Col All right $7.- 
500. Last week “Northwest Stam- 
pede” (EL), $7,000 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1.542: 60-85) 
“Three Musketeers M-G 4th 
wk) Favorable $5,500 finale after 
$7,500 third round 
Lyric (RKO 1.400 
‘Pitfall’ (UA m.o.), three days 
and “Captive Wild Woman” (Indie) 
and “Drums of Congo” (Indie) (re- 
issues) So-so $4,500 Last week 
“In Navy” (Indie) and “Who Done 
It?’ (Indie) (reissues), eight days. 
surprisingly strong $7,500 


50 | 5 


Palace (RKO) (2.600; 50-75)— 
“Drive by Night” (WB and 
“Angels With Dirty Faces” (WB) 


(reissues) 
rarities in this house 


Duals and revivals are 
Fairish $10.- 


Storm, Xmas Shopping Slough B’way 
But Paleface’ -Benny Goodman Brisk 


$79,000; ‘Regiment’ in Step With 286 


Already sorely hit by pre-Christ- 
mas slump, Broadway firstrun the- 
atres were seriously dented further 
by the all-day snowstorm Sunday 
(19). Stalled or slow transporta- 
tion as well as cluttered sidewalks 
cut in turther on Monday (20) 
The heavy snowfall. reminiscent of 
the great December snowstorm a 
year ago, Slashed business in half 
or worse aS compared with Satur 
day's (18) trade and making 
healthy inroads at other boxoffices. 

Out-of-towners took early trains 
for fear of being marooned as they 
were in the December, 1947 storm 
Continued snowfall until late at 
night made auto travel difficult 
Trade was so slow Sundav night 
that some houses closed their box- 
offices at 9:15 

Brightest newcomer and one of 
few moneymaking operations this 
session is the Paramount with 
“Paleface” plus Benny Goodman 
band and Buddy Lester heading 
stageshow. Despite the storm and 
Xmas shopping, the new Bob Hope 
comedy. et al., should hit a fine 


500 in 9 days. Last week, “Walk $75,000 in first week, very big for 


Crooked Mile” (Col), $13,500. 


Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 50-75)— ment” 


“Walk Crooked Mile” 
Slow $4,000 
Moon” (RKO) (m.o.). $4,500. 


(Col) (m.o.) 


Yankee Smart 


* Best 
Arc” at the 
$13,000 in Port. $30,000 in sixth round 


‘Portland. Ore., Dec. 21, 

Cold weather, the holiday rusl 
and mild product are 
downtown houses 
fair biz. “Road 
“Southern Yankee” are new. lat 


down to 


ter being best at Broadway, “Three 
Artists is 


Musketeers” at United 
ace holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85 
—‘Southern Yankee” 


Last week. “Blood on 


only 
House” and 


(M-G) and 


this time of year. “Rogues’ Regi- 
started unusually strong 
Saturday (18) at Criterion but was 
hurt Sunday-Monday with very 
good $28,000 likely on week 

Music Hall 


continues in blue 


chips with “Words and Music” plus 
Christmas stage show, 


its annual 
although the storm slashed deeply 
on Sunday. Probably will do solid 
$138,000 in second session. 
extended-run is 
Victoria, 


seat run of “Joan,” day-dating at 
nearby Fulton, is not panning out 


so well judging from first week's 
- disappointing $7,500. “Red Shoes”’ 
holding at Bijou and “Hamlet” at Park Ave- 
nue still are holding in fine shape 
via extensive advance reservations. 
But most other firstruns are hitting 


1 


unheard of low figures currently. 
Besides the Roxy, which opened 

“Wonderful Urge” with 

Ann Scott heading ice show last 


atnaee. Ra geen ae i week. “Dark Past” comes in today 

(UA) (2d wk). Sock $11,500 (Wed.) at Ambasador. “In Navy 
Masfale iexiane’ ie 200: 50-85 and “Pardon My Sarong,” reissue 

—"Red River” (UA) (mo) "‘Ciens combo, starts same day at Rialto. 


(Continued on page 20) 


‘Moonrise’ High $10,000 


| Standout in Toronto stage bill Friday (24). 


Toronto, Dec. 21. 

In a big business upsurge that 
no manager is able to explain, 
ropes are up for night shows on 
two holdovers and a new comer. 
For first time Loew's reissue combo 
“San Francisco” and “Night at 
Opera.” is being held over for third 
sock week. So is “Johnny Belinda” 
in third week. Peculiar to the 
Canadian market. because the book 
was an Empire best-seller, *“Moon- 
rise’ is doing surprisingly well at 
Odeon. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hyland (Rank) (1.354; $1-$1.50)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (5th wk). Down to 
$8,500 from last week's big $10,500 
but still very good. 

Imperial (FP) (3.373; 36-66'— 
“Johnny Belinda’ (WB: (3d wk). 
Nice $12.000 after last week's hefty 
$14.500. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 36-66'— 
“San Francisco” (M-G) and “Night 
at Opera” (M-G) (reissues! 2d wk). 
Terrific $17.000. Last week, smash 
$18,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2.390; 35-$1.20'— 
(Rep). Lusty $10,000. 
Last week, “Sleeping Car Trieste” 
(EL), swell $8,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386: 36-66’—‘Bun- 
galow 13” (20th) and “Bill and Coo” 
(Rep). Tepid $5,500. Last week, 
“Untaithfully Yours” (20th), ditto. 

Tivoli (FP) (1,431; 36-66)—‘Tat- 
lock’s Millions” (Par) (3d wk). Fine 
$3,700 after last week's $4,400. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 30-66)— 
“Countess Monte Cristo” (U). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Kiss Blood 
Off Hands” (U), so-so $8,000. 











Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, Le., 
without the 20°; tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
incliile' the .U. S, amusement 
tax. 


Capitol brings in “Every Girl 
Should Be Married” with Burt Lan- 
caster and Skitch Henderson band 
heading stage show tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Strand opens “Don Juan” 
with Tommy Dorsey band topping 


New bills teeing off Saturday 
(Xmas Day) are “Enchantment” 
at Astor, “One Sunday Afternoon” 
at Mayfair, “Force of Evil” at 
State, “Whiplash” at Globe, “Angel 
on Amazon” at Gotham. and 
“Stagecoach” with “Long Voyage,” 
reissue combo, at Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 55- 
$1.00\—“‘Dark Past” (Col). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week. “Street 
Corner” (Indie) (3d wk-5 days), 
down to $3,500 in abberviated ses- 
sion after $6,500 for second full 
week. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
“Song Is Born” (RKO) (10th wk-4 
davs!. Final four davs started yes-= 
terday (Tues.). Ninth week ended 
last Monday (20) was only $10,000 
after $14,000 for eighth round. “En- 
chantment” (RKO) opens Dec. 25. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (9th wk). 
Current session ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks to hit $15,000, week- 
end being especially stout; eighth 
week was $16,000, very strong. 
Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Live a Little” (EL), Bill Rob- 
inson, others, onstage (2d-final wk). 
Slipping to very thin $30,000 on 
blowoft round after slim $41,500, 
below hopes, for opener. “Every 
Girl Should Be Married” (RKO) 
plus Burt Lancaster, Gene Shel- 
don, Skitch Henderson orch opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 70- 
$1.85) — ‘Rogues’ Regiment” (U). 
First week ending Friday (24) looks 
fine $28,000, especially good consid- 
erating seasonal downbeat. Stays on 
naturally. Opening day ‘Sat.) one 
of biggest here in some time but 
snow hurt the following day. In 
ahead, “Live Today for Tomor- 
row” (U) (2d wk). dim $12,000. 

Fulton (City Inv.) (985: $1.80- 
$2.40;\—‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d 
wk). First week ended last Mon- 
day (20) night was only $7,500, 
very disappointing but not such a 
letdown in view of general condi- 
tions on, the street. Twa-a-day. re- 

iserved-seat run looks to pick up, 


“Joan of 
being nice 
Reserved- 


Barbara 


(Tues.) night, 10 new bills will be 
launched between now and end of 


starting Christmas Day. Unless it 
does pick up, this reserved-seat 
date may be held to six weeks 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Northwest Stampede” (EL) (2d 
wk). Just staggering through at 
around $8,000 after mild $12,500 
opener. Stays two extra days so 
house can open “Whiplash” (WB) 
on Saturday (25 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 60-$1.25) 
-“Road House’ (20th 7th wk 
Present stanza ending Friday (24) 
slipping to thin $11,000 after very 


modest $14,000 for sixth “One 
Sunday Afternoon” WB) opens 
Saturday (25 

Palace RKO 1.700; 40-95)— 
“Scarlet Claw” it and “Secret 


Weapon” (U) (reissues). Doing only 


very mild $6,000 in week (6 days) 
ending tomorrow (Thurs In 
ahead, “Rope” (WB) (2d run) and 
“Smart Girls Don’t Talk’ (WB), 


just $4,000 in 3 days. “Stagecoach” 
(UA) and “Long Voyage” (UA) 
reissues) open Dec. 25 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55-$1.50) 

“Paleface” (Par) with Benny 
Goodman orch, Buddy Lester, Peiro 
Bros. topping stage bill (2d wki. 
First week ended last (Tues.) night 
hit fine $75,000, unusually big in 
view of offish current trend. In 
ahead “Tatlock’s Millions’ (Par 
with Stan Kenton orch heading 
Stageshow (3d wk!, $54,000 includ- 
ing preview of “Paleface.” 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Hamlet”, (U) (13th wk». 
Twelfth frame ended last (Tues.} 
night was down to $15,000 or there- 
abouts after $15,200 for 11th week. 
Continues on 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) ((5,945; 80-$2.40\—"Words 
and Music” (M-G) plus Xmas stage- 
show including “Nativity” Pageant 

(2d wk). Initial holdover round 
ending today (Wed.) looks to drop 
off to solid $138,000 after big $147,- 
000 first week. Stays on indef. Hall 
took a beating from snow last Sun- 
day and Monday, which cut into 
earlier high totals. 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-99\—“In 
the Navy” (U) and “Pardon My 
Sarong” (U) (reissues). A & C 
dualer opens today (Wed.). Second 
week of “Harpoon” (SG) and 
"S.0O.S. Submarine” (SG) (2d wk) 
dropped to $5,500, being especially 
hit by snowstorm on Sunday (19) 
after fairly okay $8,000 opener. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 
$1.25)—“‘Snake Pit” (20th) (7th wk). 
Present round ending today (Wed.) 
is off like most other houses with 
$18,000 or near in view after nice 
$30,000 for sixth session. Holds on 
indefinitely. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.80)—~ 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and Bar- 
bara Ann Scott heading new ice- 
show in pro debut, Ming & Ling, 
Bob Evans, Harold Barnes topping 
Stage bill. Opened last: (Tues.) 
night with one stageshow and two 
screenings of film. Regular run 
opens today. “Baby Smiles At Me” 
(20th) with Mickey Rooney heading 
stageshow (4th wk-6 days), slumped 
to very thin $40.000 after modest 

$73,000 for third round, 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
‘3. Musketeers” (M-G) (10th wk-3 
days). Ninth stanza ended last 
(Tues.) night fell to $10,000 or less 
after $15,000 for eighth. “Force 
of Evil” (M-G) opens Dee. 25. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Christopher Blake’ (WB) plus 
Dizzy Gillespie orch, Maxine Sulli- 
van topping stageshow (2d-final 
wk). Looks only drab $20,000 or 


under after very hin $35,000 
opener, below hopes. “Don Juan” 
(WB) with Tommy Dorsey orch 


anes Stage bill opens Friday 
(24). 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$2.40)—“‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (6th 
wk). Current session ending to- 


day (Wed.) holding remarkably 
well at $30.000 or better after big 
$38,000 for fifth. Remains over 
indef. 


Buff. Coasts; ‘Verdict’ 
NSH $11,000, ‘Hills’ 8G 


Buffalo, Dec. 21. 

Deluxers are coasting here this 
week. “Sealed Verdict’’ shapes 
mild at Buffalo. “Blood On Moon” 
looks modest at Cenutry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Shea’ (3,500; 40-70:— 

“Sealed Verdict” (Par) and “Dis- 





aster” (Par). Slim $11,000 Last 
week, “Road House” (20th) and 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th’, nice 
$17,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 40- 


(Continued on page 20 
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Skeds Despite Raw Stock Situation 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 17. 
Scarcity of film raw stock has not 
withheld announcements of 1949 
schedules of some of the major stu- 
Argentine Sono Film 


s. | 
er back some of the 1948 produc- 
tion for release early in the new 
vear. “Don Juan Tenorio, star- 
ring Luis Sandrini, won't be seen 
until February. Another picture 
with Alberto Castillo featured will 
only be finished in 1949 and there 
are another two pix due to start 


before the end of the year. 
Sono has only six pix scheduled 
far for next year’s production, 


SO 
one of these with Dolores del Rio, 
expected to return from Mexico in 
Mareh. in which she will costar 


with Pedro Lopez Lagar. Sono has 
Zully Moreno due to make two pix 
Nini Marshall two, Narciso Ibanez 
Menta one and Mirtha Legrand 
another. Arturo de Cordova has 
another picture due this studio, 
which will probably be made in the 
middle of the year. 
Cinematografice Inter-A mericana 


has a formidable schedule ready 
for 1949, but plans aren't sufficient- 
ly under way to know what stars 


will make the pix in Argentina or 
Delia Garces, for instance, 
Wal- 
with 
pic- 


Mexico 
has been signed by Gregory 
lerstein. who is associated 
Inter-Amexvicana, to make a 
ture with Pedro Armendariz, di- 
rected by Emilio Fernandez, and 
the picture may or not be rolled 
locally. Maria Felix, Mexican star, 
definitely signed with Inter-Ameri- 
cana and will arrive in Argentina 
in March. She is to receive $50,000 
(U. S.) per picture and has nixed 
offers from other studios, demand- 
which 


iS 


ing $80,000 (U. S.,), too 
high a fee for Argentine studios 
to pay. 

A new distribution unit, Cinema- 
tografica Independents, has been 
created to distribute SIFA’s ma- 


terial. This is the independent stu- 
dio which made “Pelota de Trapo.” 
(‘Ragged Football’) the best-gross- 
ing Argentina-made film of the 
year 

SIFA is also blueprinting a pro- 
duction which will be shot in Mexi- 
co as well as Argentina. Another 
picture with boxing as its central 
theme has been shot partly in the 
U.S. SIFA also signed up Barry 
Norton (Alfredo de Biraben), who 
has plaved parts in Hollywood for 
the last 20 years, but never yet 
made any films in his native Argen- 
tina 

The spate of studio building 
started in 1946 is at last beginning 
to give some results. Film-Andes 
hoped to be able to start work in 
the new Mendoza lots early in 1949, 
and is trying to sign Amedeo Naz- 
zari to make the first film to be 
rolled there. Jack Holt, a Yank 
technician, is supervising the Film- 
Andes construction work. Rio de 
La Plata has also almost completed 
its new studios at Liniers, on the 
outskirts of Buenos Aires, and 
hopes to shoot interiors of “Nace 


Ja Libertad,” a historical opus, on | 


some of its sets. The new setup, 
Estudios Mapol, has gone ahead 
quickly with construction work. 
and equipment ordered from! 


Europe is now in course of installa- 
lion, so the new lots should be in 
production within approximately 
one month. 


PARIS NEWSREEL OUT 
IN EXHIB DEADLOCK 


Paris. Dec. 21. 

Newsreel companies and French 
exhibs are still deadlocked in a 
battle which has knocked the reels 
off the screen. Theatre owners are 
refusing to increase their percent- 
age deals with the newsreel outfits 
or accept delivery of the reels 
—" have been shortened to 650 
Cet. 





Newsreel companies sliced the 
footage because they were losing 
heavily on the basis of recent price 
tilts for raw stock and laboratory 
processing. 


‘Duel’s’ Milan Smash 


: Rome, Dec. 10. 

; Italian premiere of David O. 
Seamnick’s “Duel in the Sun,” in 
! Han, did smasheroo business. 
. Played in two houses, Odeon 
and Diana, pie crashed through for 
15,000,000 lire ($25,000) total in its 
list week, with a socko Sunday— 
9,000,000 lire ($9,500). 








has 


Granada Circuit Booking 
Live Shows in Pix Drought 


London, Dec. 14. 
Pioneers in variety and films be- 
fore the war. the Granada circuit, 


is instituting live entertainment 
during the next few months. 
Change of policy is due to desire 
for an occasional change in enter 
tainment as well as to the current 
shortage of suitable pix 

Six pantomimes are booked by 
the Granada circuit for the Christ- 
mas season Following last vear’s 
success of opera and ballet on the 
circuit, the Carl Rosa Opera Co 


goes to the Granda, Chaplain Junc- 
tion. this week, and the Interna- 
tional Ballet Co. comes in to Toot- 
ing Jan. 17, with bookings for Sut- 
ton, Woolwich and Clapham in sub 
sequent weeks. 
“Dancing 
been shown at 
Delderfield’s 
follows its run 


Novello’s legiter 
Years,” has already 
Tooting and R. F 
“Worm’'s Eye View 


Ivor 


at Maidstone and Shrewbury with 
a booking at Slough. Motion pic 
tures at the circuit’s Sutton, Wool- 


wich and Harrow theatres are being 
replaced by Sunday concerts of 
Eileen Joyce. 


‘Bicycle’ Incurs Vatican 


Ban, Though Wary Rome 


Censors Hold Off Action 


Rome, Dec. 10 
“Bicycle Thieves,” Vittorio 
(“Shoe Shine”) De Sica’s latest 


production highly praised by Ital- 
ian critics (except those on Catho- 
lic papers), has aroused one of the 
sharpest attacks yet by the Church 
against a film. L’Osservatore Ro- 
mano, official organ of the Vati- 
can, let go with a violent 
and a few days later, the Catholic 
Film Centre (a local equivalent of 
the Legion of Decency and a 
branch of Catholic Action) sent the 
Censorship Bureau a protest claim- 
ing the film should be banned. 
[Film reviewed in VARIETY last 
week]. 

Church's wrath was occasioned 
by a sequence in which a mass ap- 
pears under a satirical angle. A 
brothal episode also is considered 
offensive. 

It’s understood, the protest will 


be completely disregarded. Feel- 
ing is growing stronger daily in 


film circles that the government is 
responsible for ruining Italian 
cinema. And action against a do- 
mestic pic would be considered 
highly impolite. The more so since, 
a short time beiore., the govern- 
ment was the object of sharp criti- 
cism for having banned “Le Diable 
au Corps,” giving in to pressure of 
the Family Front. 


Scot Exhibs Complain At 
U.S. Distrib ‘Unfair’ Deals 


London, Dec. 10. 

Allegations that American dis- 
tributors are imposing unfair trad- 
ing methods. have been made by) 
exhibitors in Scotland following a 
new contract under which an en- 
tire program would have to be 
booked from one company. 

Mixed feelings among exhibs on 
the question were reflected at a 
meeting of the Glasgow branch of 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn., at which one member urged 
that they should refuse to deal with 
such distributors. whereas another 
frankly admitted he was on the side 
of the American distributors be- 
cause “they were out to bust the 
quota.” 

At a meeting of exhibitors in the 
north of England. a complaint was 
made that to book three British 
pictures required to fulfill quota 
obligations a theatre owner was 
compelled to take six Hollywood 
productions of interior quality at 
an inflated rental charge. 


BRAZIL READIES VIDEO 
Washington, Dec. 21. 
Brazil is readying debut of video, 
according to U. S. Dept. of Com- 





merce. Two stations are planned 
for Rio De Janeiro and one tor Sao 
Paulo. 

First installations will be made 


next year. 


blast.. 





Victor Skaarup 


says Danish show biz ain't a bow! 
of Smorgasbord in his survey on 


Danish Amusements 


* * * 


one of the features 
in the upcoming 


13d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











« 


Beefs Snarl BBC, 
Film Biz TV Tie 





London Dec 21 

The video tieup between the 
British Broadeasting Corp. and the 
film industry. which was to have 
been launched Jan. 1 on a trial 
basis, may be shelved indefinitely 
in the tace of a growing chorus of 
protests from unions and other 
branches of British show biz 


Latest group to view such a deal 
with alarm Britain’s vaude 
artists. The song and dance fra- 
ternity fearful that audiences 
will shun vaude houses, such 
London’s’ Palladium for mixed 
movie and video bills at the neigh- 
borhood cinemas. 


are 


1S 


as 


Representatives of the vaude per- 
formers are contacting other Brit- 


ish stage and musical groups with 
a view to building a united front 
against the BBC film plan. 
BBC’s Pix TV Prices 

First details of the rental 
charges which the British Broad- 
casting Corp. is prepared to pay 
for the hire of British and Ameri- 


can productions which it proposes 
to air over its monopoly tele pro- 
gram, have been disclosed here 


For the first transmission of a 
first feature production the BBC 
is offering a cash payment. of 
$1,200 with a $400 payment for 
subsequent showings. For second 
features they are prepared to pay 
$800 for the initial show and $200 
for subsequent shows 

In a secret report considered at 
the recent Cinematograph Exhibi- 
tors Assn. meeting it was revealed 


that the BBC is asking for 12 Brit- 
ish first features a vear, which 
would each have one evening and 
one afternoon screening. They also 
suggest that they should have up 
to six American first teatures and 
52 American second § features a 
vear. 


TURKISH PIX OUTPUT 
ON STEADY INCREASE 


Ankara, Dec. 7. 

Domestic film feature production 
in Turkey has reached 14 this year. 
This is twice the 1947 output. The 
new record, however, is expected 
to be bettered in 1949 as the Turks 
show strong preference for home- 
made pix. Admissions taxes on 
domestic pictures have been set at 
only 25°. contrasted with 70°, on 
imported films. This also gives im- 
petus to the local flicker biz 

Bulk 





of the films exhibited con- 
tinues to be Hollywood product. 
Egyptian output is falling off in 


popular favor. Turkish 
are thinking of pushing Mexican 
pictures which they feel are most 
like the popular American pictures. 


imporiers 


Venezuela Mulls Quota 
Dec. 14 
Venezuela has no legislation re- 


Caracas, 


quiring the screening of domestic 


films. but such a measure is under 


consideration to produce guaran- 
teed screen time for domestic news- 
reels. The country’s market uses 
up 450 features. 200 shorts and 
300 newsreels per vear. There are 
338 motion picture theatres. Total 
seating capacity is 225.000. 


Top audience preterence is for 
Mexican pix, but American west- 
erns and other action films also 
rate very high. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 15 
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Disney Donates 30-Min. 
Show to BBC Broadcast 


London, Dec. 20 
Walt Disney has recorded a spe- 
cial contribution to the Disney 


Hour Program which will be broad- 


east on the BBC Light Program 
‘hristmas Day to celebrate the 21st 
irthday of Mickey Mouse and the 
5th anniversary of Disney's at 
rival in Hollywood 

Script submitted b Dot 
Moodie, BBC producer. called foi 
a recording of Disne s Vole 
own and that used fo Vi 
Mouse. but he became so ent 
astic that he devised a more elab 
Orate program and has sent to 
London recordings made in his 


own studio totaling over 30 minutes 
playing time 


He h 


is included in the pregram 


Mickey Mouse. Donald Duck. 
Gooty Minnie and others of his 
famous characters. and has also 
brought to the microphone many 
Hollywood stars including Bi 1g 
Crosby, Dinah Shore, Andrews Sis 
ters. Shirley Temple. Rov Rogers 
Edgar Bergen and Bobby Driscoll 

Recorded program from Holly- 
wood is to be blended by Moodie 
with songs and orchestral number 


performed in the BBC studios and 
the Hollywood stars will mix with 
well-known artists including Rob- 
ert Beatty, Anne Shelton and 
Joseph McNally 





London Bottle Parties 
To Fight New Laws That 


Threaten Its Night Life 


London, Dec. 14 
Bottle party proprietors will fight 


the government's new. anti-night 
life legislation. which. if carried 
through, will shut down 70 night 


clubs and put an end to entertain- 


ment in London after .midnight. 

At meetings at the House of Com- 
mons last week, plans were 
cussed by M.P.s, led by W 
herd, to introduce a new clause 
which will revise the licensing reg- 
ulations and ease the position of 
night clubs and after-hours spots 

That the government is likely to 
bow to this pressure is indicated by 
rumors that relaxation of licensing 
laws is under consideration. These 
possible relaxations include pro- 
posals for extending and varying 
the present drinking hours for ho- 
tels. restaurants, public houses and 
legitimate clubs. 

The police, too, would welcome 
the placing of bottle spofs on a 
proper legal footing. They foresee, 
if they are closed. a similar posi- 
tion to the America of Prohibition 
days. 

London's bottle parties open 
their doors after 10 p.m. They pro- 
vide dancing and a cabaret until 
4 a.m., at which time in many of 
them a free breakfast is served. 
Customers order their drinks in ad- 
vance, or they can bring their own 
bottles with them. 


U.S.-Britain Prep Radio 
War Vs. Red Broadcasts 


London, Dec. 14. 
Britain and America are prepar- 
ing an all-out radio war to combat 
Russian propaganda in Europe and 
the Far East. High officials of the 


BBC, including chairman Lord 
Simon of Wythenshawe and Mal- 
colm Frost, head of the British 


radio monitoring service, have com- 
pleted discussions on this subject 
with U. S. government radio ex- 
perts. 

Agreement was reached for 
launching a joint counter-barrage 
to meet Communist propaganda 
and for pooling of all information 
gained from checking Soviet broad- 
casts. 


Metro-SRO S. Africa Deal 


Metro has negotiated a deal with 
Selznick Releasing Organization to 
distribute three ot the latter's films 
in South Africa early next vear. 
Group includes “Duel In the Sun.” 
“The Paradine Case” and “Portrait 
Jennie.” 

The three films will play firstrun 
Metro theatres in Johannesburg 


and Durban. 


dis- 
S. Shep- 


US. Pix To Draw 5406 From Portugal; 
Italo Films Runners-Up In 


B.0. Draw 


Lisbon, Dec. 14. 
U. S. film companies will likely 
get about $540,000 in remittances 
for their pictures shown in Portu- 
gal during the 1948-49 season, it’s 
reliably reported here. Sum will 
come out of a $650,000 fund re- 
cently established by the Portu- 
guese government to cover pay- 
ments on foreign film importations. 
Exact distribution of the dollar 
grant required weeks of discussion 


) 


between some 32 importers of over- 


seas product here 
An agreement in principle will 
permit Metro to extract $102,000; 


Paramount, $56,000; RKO, $83,000, 
and 20th-Fox, $86,000. All of these 
companies maintain their own of- 
fices in Lisbon and distribute their 
pix directly to exhibitors. Colum- 
bia, whose product is handled by 
Filmes Castelo Lopes, will draw 
$25,000; Universal, repped by Do- 
perfilm, gets $50,000. while United 
Artists (Sonoro Filmes: receives 


$46,000 


Balance will be allocated to 
lesser American companies and to 
Italian imports which have to be 
paid in dollars. Italian films, in- 


cidentally, are having quite a boom 
in Portugal and are drawing play- 
ing time in firstrun houses both in 
Lisbon and Oporto. as well as ex- 
tensive bookings in secondary situ- 
ations Actually Italian product 
has surpassed British, French and 
Spanish pix in point of quantity 
and b.o. takings. It ranks 
to U. S. films 

Government faces no problem in 
how to pay rentals on British pie- 


second 


tures for it has a large sterling 
credit in London that the country 
was forced to accumulate there 
since the war against its will. 


Meanwhile, just what the American 
companies will do with their 
blocked surpluses here is too early 
to predict. However, it’s reported 
they may take a hand in construct- 
ing theatres here following J. 
Arthur Rank’s example. 

Rank is building the most luxuri- 
ous film house in Portugal in a Lis- 
bon location. While local theatre- 
men find that a shortage of ma- 
terials tends to prevent them from 
launching new houses on a _ pre- 
tentious scale, the British tycoon 
meets with no such handicap since 
he is permitted to import raw ma- 


terials and machinery from Eng- 
land. Import licenses are granted 


freely by the government when 


payment is in sterling. 


MEYER LEVIN READYING 
2 MORE PALESTINE PIX 


Paris, Dec. 21. 

Meyer Levin, who recently 
authored a pair of Palestine-made 
features, is repping two new 
stories. One yarn, tagged “Yehu- 
da,” brings up to date his 1950 Pal- 
estine novel of the same name. 
Other is “A Spell of Time,” localed 
around the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. His wife, Tereska Tor- 
res Levin, has also just completed 
a new book, written in French 

Several Hollywood studios and 
independent U. S. filmmakers, it’s 
been reported here, have been pros;- 





pecting Israel story material with 
an eye to possible production in 
the new nation. Levin, incident- 


ally, wrote the only two Palestine 
pix made so ftar—‘“My Father's 
House” and “The [llegals.’ Miss 
Torres (Mrs. Levin) played the ex- 
pectant mother in the latter film, 
and realistically their son has just 
been born in Paris, coinciding with 
the completion of Levin's new book 
and publication of the mother’s 
novel under the nom-de-plume of 
George Achard. 





Canada Pix Co. Finishes 
Its Second Production 

Montreal, Dee. 21. 
Canada’s only active film com- 
pany. Quebec Productions, recently 
finished its second feature length 
film. “‘Un Homme et Son Peche.” 
Adapted from Claude Grignon’s 
radio serial of the same name, the 
film version was completed in 24 
days and came in under the budget 
that was set at $100,000. Camera- 
man Drummond Drury, on loan 
from the Rank Organization, shot 

74,000 feet of film. 

Unlike producer Paul I. Angiais’ 


first effort, “Whispering City,” 
which was done in both French 
and English, “Un Homme et Son 


Peche” is entirely in” French, 
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British Harvey’ May Be Yanked After 


Short Run Due 


Bob Hariey’s US. Vacash 


Francis R. (Bob) Harley, 20th- 
Fox's managing director in con- 
,tinental Europe, Scandinavia, the 
Middle East and North Africa, ar- 
rived in New York Friday (17) on 
ithe S.S. America for his first visit 


to Film Quota Ac 





London, Dec. 14. + 
If Board of Trade highups insist | 
on keeping to the letter of the law 
it may be necessary for ‘Harvey, 
which is skedded to open at the} 
Prince of Wales theatre Jan. 5,| 
to be yanked out after a few weeks | 
in order that the house may fulfill | 
its quota obligations. Harvey,” | 
starring Sid Field, and presented 
py George and Alfred Black, in as- | 
sociation with Val Parnell, opened 
in Birmingham Dec. 7. 


|to the U. S. in two-and-a- half 
| years, He was accompanied by his 
| wife 


Box Out of Gainsborough, 
Switching To Pinewoo |routine homeoffice huddles, he is 


London, Dec. 14. |in the U. S. primarily for a several 

Sydney Box is leaving Gains-| weeks’ vacation. He also plans to 

borough Pictures after the New! sandwich in a trip to Mexico City 

Year. He'll transfer to the Pine-| to visit his daughter before return- 
wood Studio as an executive pro- | ing to his Paris headquarters. 

ducer to turn out about seven films | 

annually. These will be made using 


the new Independent Frame tech- | Monty Banks Plans Three 





While Harley will participate in | 


US. Producers Not 


i 


Likely to Vamp 


~~ Italy Despite Quota, Dub Tax Threat 





US. Majors Unruffled 


Despite Chinese Unrest 


Although Communist armies are 
nearing both Shanghai and the 
Chinese capital of Nanking, major 


U. S. film companies as yet have 
not become unduly alarmed over 
| the situation. A Paramount spokes- 


+ Rome, Dee. 14. 


While enactment of a dubbing 
|tax appears fairly certain with the 
i/new year, reports that U. S. come 
panies would quit Italy in retalia- 
tion have been denied by top 
American and Italian film execs. 
Those interviewed thought the 
proposed dubbing impost as a very 
small tax for a “good” picture, but 
maybe a tough one for some.of the 
museum pieces that are finding 
their way into the country. Reports 


Theatre, which is within the nique. | |man said in New York Monday) place dubbing impost at about 500 
Moss Empires group, is normally Box’s appointment is part of a| Pj he | : UA Di ib (20) that unrest had been expect- lire (87c) per meter, about $2,500 
used for legit shows, but to fill the | general studio reshuffle in the | IX In ta y; istri ed a long time and assumed that! on each average import 
gap between the last production, | Rank Organization, but status of ti 1° it ecoes geod representatives bag nico Observers estimate that several 
; arine Dunham’s “Caribbean | py -ers David Lean and ‘ D | S ll P bil ; ; Poin one “Call-' thousand pictures of 0d =6an 
ama pee ee aie monens | ea it a OSSIDI y tions.” According to Loew’s Inter- pe see I ~ Bt d 


Rhapsody,” which ended early Oc- 
tober, and the showing of “‘Har- 
vey,” Parnell booked the Danny 
Kaye films, “The Secret Life of | 
Walter Mitty.” ae oe 

Running solidly from its opening 


cession by allowing the theatre to 


|Neame is expected to remain un-| 
affected. Meanwhile, Betty Box | 
and Anthony Darnborough will as- 
sume control of production at 
Gainsborough. 

It’s also understood that Rank is 


Monty Banks, who arrived in 
New York, Friday (17), on the 
America accompanied by his wife, 
Gracie Fields, revealed that he is 
mapping production of three Eng- 








drama. 


national sales manager Samuel N. 
Burger, there’s no need to fold 
up operations. He pointed out that 
Loew’s operates a theatre in Shang- 
hai in addition to its other activi- 


| Company, he revealed, had merely 


doubtful quality have been dumped 
on the market from abroad. As a 
result, film exchanges have been 
glutted to such an extent that loe 
cal-made product hasn't a chance. 
Films, sometimes 15 years old, are 


clared that contempt for the law 


, : : : ; ish-dialog pictures in Italy next) ties iness is ; .. : 

Oct. 11, the pic will continue until converting two Denham stages to li — yee : ee oon oor caging og ss Is about as Nor available for unbelievably small 
the house reverts to legit, thus not | Independent Frame by Jan. 1. This pie rm "ai  eaid. es iy nix one oo aun’ ae ee rentals—and dubbed into Italian. 
rj ‘or showing of a Brit- | js “ecently evolv ’ ‘ are Me egg i entsin 1s Staying ere oe ater wienaeatelti ie ™ 
allowing for the sh 8 ful jis a recently evolved method that! \juiq later be dubbed for the despite the threatening war clouds. Present law requires Italian ex 
ish first feature production to fu | effects a number of production | j.jian market. His first venture On t} a hibitors to show Italian-made pic- 
fill the theatre’s quota obligation. — | economies. |is to be a dramatization of the life | g; tr fe ei “, ee: RKO as- tures 80 days per year. Fines for 
Board of Trade film experts have | | of Semin ie. Sieh pore | oy we fore 7 engi R. K. failure to obey this statute are 
intimated that the theatre will be | . I ge gpa Pc ihe geo awkinson said his firm had not small, Penalties seldom exceed 
expected to comply with the Quota 1xes ta 0 ia third as aa mertaa pa shipped any prints to China IN| 10,000 lire (about $17) if or when 
Act but may possibly make a con- e a | ais Y~| some time due to the high duty. “caught.” One industryite de- 


meet its obligation some time be- | 
fore the end of the quota year, and 
not in the first six months as stip-| 
ulated by legislation. 


Long<discussed deal W ith U nited ! been maintaining an office there 


° | Artists, Banks declared, whereby 

ll in ax Fa he would handle its distribution in 
Italy, is still a possibility. He 

pointed out that he 


has his 


own | 


“in the hope that something would 


break.” RKO rep in 
transferred months ago. 


China 





was of 


is so prevalent that a certain film 
house offered to pay a lump sum 
2,000,000 lire in advance to 
cover future fines. 


If “Harvey” proves to be the suc-! Foreign managers of major film | Union Film Distributing Co. in that To curb such practices and at 
cess anticipated and the Prince of | companies, meeting in New York | territory with 14 exchanges. Or- e . 'the same time aid native film- 
Wales management is told it must | Monday (20), nixed the dubbing ganization, he said ‘hae 90th-Fox | | makers, the Central Committee of 
put on a British picture, then there | tax proviso demanded by the Ital- pictures including “Captain of ingapore im | Cinema Is pressuring for introduc- 
will be no alternative but to find a ian government in W orking out a ; ; 7 ition of a bill in Parliament in the 


temporary home for the play for | 
the few weeks necessary to comply 
with the quota. 


‘Eiffel’ Outfit Planning 
Production in Sweden 





. ; P | Castile’”’ plus about a dozen Euro 
new agreement for importation of pean pix as its release nucleus. 
U. S. pix. Tax would amount to In Banks’ original 
1,500,000 lira ($3,000) per film. UA he offered to 
Refusal of the Yank firms to ac- 
cept the tax sends the agreement 
back into negotiation, although it 
is ready for signing on all other 
points. Aside from the tax, pact is 


with pay the 
| for the Italian franchise. 


to be placed in escrow in a New 
York bank as a guarantee. 


dickerings | 
American firm in dollars in return | 
Proposal | 
also called for a deposit of $50,000 


Ar- 


= 
Despite the fact that the Shaw 
Bros., operators 


Sues Republic 


of the Eastern 
| Film Agency in Singapore, alleged-, on 


near future to tax dubbing of for- 
eign. imports. Central Committee is 
also seeking a practical means of 
limiting the flood of films from 
abroad. It’s understood they have 
a quota in mind. While exact dis- 
position of any prospective duties 
films is still in the discussion 








stage, it’s felt that a portion of any 
such revenue would unodubtedly 
be allocated to help the local in- 


felt to*be favorable since the Ital- | 
ians have agreed that there will 
be no screen quota, nor will there | 


ly paid Republie Pictures Interna- 
tional Corp. $70,000 for certain Far 


rangement looked okay to UA at 
the time, but it preferred to give 
its existing Italian distrib, Artisti 


Using Blocked Dollars 


Paris, Dec. 14. 

Under a deal now pending with 
Swedish authorities, Irving Allen, 
co-producer of “The Man on the | 
Eiffel Tower,” recently made here, 
would turn out a similar film in 
Stockholm next April with blocked 
dollars financing the venture. Part- 
nered with Allen in A & T Film 
Productions, Franchot Tone admits 
that negotiations are in progress, 
but as yet nothing has been signed. 

Proposal to make the picture in 
Sweden reportedly was extended to | 
Ruby Rosenberg, production man- 
ager for A & T, by the Swedish 
government. Film would be based 
on a George Simenon novel and | 


lensed in Ansco Color, as was 
“Tower.” In addition, the stars of 
“Tower,” Charles Laughton, Bur- 


gess Meredith and Tone, would 


appear in the project. 


British Art Pix Houses 
" Get Quota Cut to 10% 


London, Dee. 14. 
; West End art theatres specializ- | 
ing in continental pictures have 
had their British picture quota re- 
duced by the Board of Trade from 
45°% to 10%, | 





A Board of Trade spokesman as- 
serted that this wasn't because 
francs were easier than dollars but 
emphasized that the theatres con- 
cerned were firstrun houses and in | 
an unfavorable position for com- 
peting for British production. In- | 
cluded in this group is the Rialto 
in Coventry street, run by Sir 
Alexander Korda’s London £ilm 
Productions. 


Other West End theatres with! 
quota reduction are the United 
Artists’ shop window, the London 
Pavilion in Piccadilly Circus which 
has a 25°% quota, and the Ritz, Lei- 
cester Square, which is in the 
Metro orbit, and which has a 40% 
quota. 

According to official statistics 
published by the Board of Trade, 
305 theatres have already received 
total exemption from quota and 
1327 have been given relief. Ap- 
peals against BOT rulings have 
been lodged by nearly 200 theatres. 





A 17-minute, two-reel television | 
Short featuring Mexican music 
and costumes has been completed 
at Churubusco studio, Mexico City, 

yY an American broadcasting com- 


nk An entire series of video 
Shorts may be made in Mexico 
With American talent for use in 
the U. S, i 


| tances of frozen dollar earnings up 


| will 


| companies got 50° 


| which companies feel should open 


be restrictions on imports. Remit- 


b | a similar bid 

to 5% also may be permitted. | uation is still in a state of flux 
Government also will permit 

production in Italy with frozen 

coin without any dollar expendi- ALL AMERICAN 

ture by U. S. producers. x PLAY 

Foreign chiefs at Monday’s ses- | 
sion decided to delay discussion of 
the possibility of turning over dis- 
tribution in Denmark to the Mo- | 
tion Picture Export Assn. Talks 
will be held during the second 
week in January when companies 
dete: ‘ine country-by-country 
where they want to continue with 
MPEA operation. 

Also discussed Monday was al- 
location among the companies of 
dollar income from South Africa, 
where remittances will be cut by 
50°) next year. Australia situation 
was likewise a topic, with the 
foreign chiefs set to attempt to get 
a better break there. American Laughter.” 
of their coin; Gaiety deal, however, is regard- 
in 1948, but Australian trade bal- ed as the major event since it got 
ances are now said to be favorable, the biggest lineup of U. S. plays 
for many years. 





Dublin, Dec. 14. 

A deal is being set between the 
Gaiety theatre here and Illslev- 
McCabe Productions for an all- 
American season of plays in 1949. 
Plays being mulled are ‘‘Harvey,” 
“The Glass Menagerie.” “All My 
Sons” and “Elmer's Joy.” none of 
|which has yet been seen in Ireland. 
Stanley Illsley and Leo McCabe are 
-also dickering for Dublin theatre 
for two English plays of which they 
control the rights, “The Guinea 





the way to a higher percentage of 
remittances. Victor Volmar, Monogram In- 
iternational’s publicity director, was 
|named supervisor of the company’s 
iforeign versions which include 





Priest Hits Dramatists 


: : *¢ subtitling, dubbing, etc. Fred 
Who ‘Distort’ Irish Life Cotorado. becomes Yolmac’s assist- | 


Dublin. Dec. 10. | ant. 


Trish playwrights took a beating | 
from Father John Burke when) 
opening drama festival at Lurgan, 
County Armagh. He alleged many 
Irish dramatists are giving a dis- 
tored view of Irish life with their 
so-called realism. No one, he said, 
would suggest the Irish were all | 
saints, but lying, jealousy, duplici- 
tv, money-grabbing and land-grab- 
bing aren’t the common character- 








Current Road Shows 
(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Dec. 21. 


“A La Carte,” Savoy (26). 
“Anatomist,” West (8). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (81). 





“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (33). 


istics of the majority of Irish; “Browning,” Phoenix (15) 
people. “Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (37). 
Defense of the dramatists was| “Carissima,” Palace (41). 


| 


made by festival's judge. play- | 


iwright Louis D’Alton, who declared | “Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (16). 
lit unfair 


“Edward My Son,” Lyric (82). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (11). 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd. (28). 
“Happiest Days,’”’ Apollo (39). 
“Kid From Strat,” Princes (12). 
“Little Lambs,’ Ambass. (37). 
“Miss Mabel,” Duchess (4). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (77) 

* “Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (86), 


that they should be ac- | 
cused, as a body, of exploiting the 
nastier aspects of life. Sensation- 
alism without artistic integrity 
should be chased from the stage, 
he said, but he couldn't think of | 
any playwright who was guilty of | 
writing in that manner, 





Paraguay Pix Prices Up |; “One Wild Oat,” Garr. (3). 

Asuncion, Dec. 7. Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (15). 

Admission prices have been “Return of Prodigal,” Globe (4). 

upped by 50 to 100° over 1947 box- | “Slings & Arrows, ¢ omedy (5), 
office charges in Paraguay. | “Solitary Lover,” Wint. (5 


“Togther Again,” Vic Pal. (89). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart. (6). 
“Worm’'s View,” Whitehall, 


There are currently 26 picture | 
theatres, compared with 16 op-| 
erating last year. i 


Associati, an opportunity to make 
Meanwhile, the sit- 


SEASON FOR DUBLIN 


| Pig,” and Noel Coward’s “Present 


“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (87). | 


“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (69). 


East distribution rights to 94 Re- ee 

: : ‘ . dustry. 
public films, the American firm 
now seeks to cancel a 1947 pact, Paola Tamburella, producer of 
|claiming that the Shaws breached the Oscar-winning _ “Shoeshine, 
| the agreement. In a counter move claims that if the film bills are 
|the Shaws have obtained a show Passed, it will be the best thing 


{cauSe order in N. Y. 
}court to show’ why 


supreme 
Republic 


ing the agreement pending trial. 

Hearing on the motion is sched- 
uled Jan. 5. In bringing the local 
action, the Shaws also seek to 
enjoin Republic from proceeding 
with a suit against them now pend- 
ing in the High 
pore in which Rep 
ing to void a Jan. 22, ’47 contract. 
Film company claims the Shaws 
breached Clause IX in the pact 
whereby the brothers agreed that 
‘each of the pictures would be dis- 
tributed within 90 days after ar- 
rival of prints in Singapore. 

In an affidavit submitted in N. Y. 
‘supreme court by Amerigo Bene- 
fico, as agent of the Shaws, he asks 
reformation of the 1947 contract, 


tention of Republic International 
veepee Douglas Yates, the latter 
assertedly told Benefico to ignore 
it. Shaws’ agent further maintains 
in his affidavit that Rep should 
| have no interest in the speed of the 
| films’ distribution since the origi- 
/nal pact was an outright sale and 
wasn’t in the nature of a license, 





, 


Filipinos See Shutdowns 


| If Pix Imports Are Cut 


} Manila, Dec. 10. 
| A cut in the importation of mo- 
{tion pictures as proposed by the 
new import control law will ad- 
| versely affect local show business. 
This was the main argument 
| against the proposal by Manila mo- 
| tion picture executives when they 
appeared before the newly created 
Import Control Board. They said 
it would result in the closing down 
of some houses. They argued that 
the theatres absorb all the films 
that are imported into the Philip- 
; pines. Since there is no surplus, 
| they said, any cuts would result in 
|the closing of some theatres and 
in unemployment, 





. W. Pabst, whose latest film 
jis “The Trial,” is starting a new 
one in Vienna about the Austrian 
|resistance movement during the 
| war, Called “On the Verge of Life.” 


shouldn’t be enjoined from break- 


Court of Singa- | 
is attempt- | 


and claims that Clause IX was in- | 
cluded in the deal by “mistake.” | 
| Upon calling the clause to the at-| 


that ever happened in Italy for the 
cinema. The measures, he said, 
would week out the bad pix from 
all nations, promote good Italian 
films and bring in only the best 
foreign product. He also feels that 
public taste would be improved 
since filmgoers here are now hand- 
;ed an epidemic of prohibition - 
vintage gangster pictures to judge 
the U. S. by. 

Proposed dubbing tax and quota, 
| however, would not affect produc- 
tion in Italy by foreign producers. 
The Cinematografic Committee 
emphasizes that they have always 
welcomed filmmaking units from 
‘all nations. Group also points out 
‘that they have cooperated in every 
way with American, British and 
French companies here now. 


Indie Bookers Slapped 
Down on Plans to Cut In 


On U.S. German Post Takes 


Frankfurt, Dec. 10. 
Preparations of independent 
bookers to cut in on lucrative 
bookings in U. S. military post 
clubs in Germany drew a slapdown 
'when Lt. Col. R. B. Hubbard 
warned that only licensed agents 
can be used by the clubs. Col. 
Hubbard, chief of the Entertain- 
ment Branch, pointed out that only 
those agents authorized and rec- 
ommended by the government can 
be used unless direct contact is 
made with the entertainer. 
Meanwhile, Allied Shows Seec- 
tion at Bad Nauheim was reported 
readying a plan to eliminate block 
booking of Allied shows. into 
civilian clubs to beat the high nut 
resulting from currency reform. 
Club managers have to pay for 
their shows with legal marks. 
Since pay, in terms of marks 
didn’t go down while the cost of 
marks at least tripled with cur- 
rency reform, many clubs have had 
to drop out of the circuit under 
the block system that called for 
six-a-week for each show. Under 
the deal reported upcoming, units 
would take split week bookings. 








Morris Safier, U. S. distrib of 
“Concert Magic,” concert film star- 
ring Yehudi Menuhin, appointed 
Harry J. Allen as Canadian dis- 
trib of pic. 
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Par’s 991 Partnership Theatres 


Paramount's intentions with reference to its 991 partnership-held 


theatres is set forth in the following tabulation. 


So far as the 622 


houses on which the ties will be slashed, Par is in agreement with the 
Government. Balance of 369 houses on which it wants partnerships to be 
preserved, court will have to decide which side is in the right. 


Partnerships to Be Ended 


No.of Par's ‘; 























No.of Par’s ‘ Theatre Co. Houses Interest 
Theatre Co. Houses Interest pete gg nage, gl Potts +, 
Alger Theatre Corp....... 1 75% Roy al oo ment eae 1 50" 
Allied Theatres (Bangor) 4 51‘, State Amuse pisess**8. @ +H 
Arkansas Amusement . 10 50°, St erage atre Corp.... 1 50 
Augusta Amusement co a 50°, Studio Theatre se 1 r+ 
Buffalo Theatres . 12 Poo| Taunton vp ValINB. «sees 1 eR 6, 
Birmingham Theatre Co.. 7 60% eathagge . a lid na d . 86 50°, 
Butterfield Circuit 110 254¢-33', Jexas eOnSE ¥: eee ae B()« 
Central States Thea. Corp. 38 os eee Race 
) { n Theatres . on 95°; € heatre Co 50: 
day, ange — oy vie : =p Welworth Theatres ( Wisc.) 2 50¢ 
I ve-In The stres ‘SC 3 50 West Suburbs Amusement < 0) 
Fesex Amusement 3 50° Partnerships in Dispute 
Bion Ai ement 2 ou Claimed Bona Fide Investor 
Fairmont _The € ( . a ‘ No. of Par's 
Fic r The es 2 4 | ec Houses Interest 
: . I F . : ? = 4 Wes Randolph 4 00 
rail eatre (UC I . ‘ 2 50 
( An r ent l 50 \ * si 1 50 
Gre wood Theatre 3 4t lo , ms tv Enter} , 2 50° 
: : . z + j e a Ver H ) e. 24 50 
tia si ‘ : ’ Rocheste A isement + 20 
L & P The € 4 | - tict l 5( 
© en United Artists ‘(Mich.) : 
D alco Theat . : “. 30 Winona Thetatre Co 2 50 
Massachusetts Jperating . i2 ia _ a , 
Menmar Theatre Co 4 5 Claimed Bankruptcy-Caused 
Newton Amusement 1 58 35° Partners 
Cak Park_ Amusement 1 43 a Dominion Theatres 15 51° 
P nor Theatre Co S hed Paramount-Richards ..... 80 50" 
r LOU Hollywood Z og Penncom Cor p , 70 50°. “71 
Pennies rheatre Corp ‘ 2 nes Tii-States Theatres . 5A 50% 
Ses pinkcelnatad I I a 9 Corp.. 4 hy: Western Massachusetts 19 Se 
> nix riv ane af) pe 
P ; B nf ra Theatre 8 75 Partners With Less Than 5‘< 
- ix Lucas Theatres 21 50 Alabama Theatres (H. F ; 
r x Netoco 38 50°, Kinceyv. R. B. Wilby) 23 946°, 
Pi ee PEON: fibcneaces l 50°. Diana Theatres ‘(John J 7 
Q cv Theatres 2 50°, Jones) 1 $5.8; 
Rockford Enterovrises 3 50°; North Carolina Theatres ” ue 
Rockford Theatre Corp 1 50“; (Kiney Wilby) 70 97.3 
~~ ae eneet eas eae seen enone 
—___—————-__ (‘ontinued from page 5 
share of Harold Theatre Co.,, of strict regulations which cover 
Mount Oliver Theatres, the Mac- only sales to affiliates; a ruling that 
Arthur Corp. and W. F. Theatre uniformity of clearances would not 
Co. spell out conspiracy; and permis- 


On Loew’s part, the eight houses 
of the Penn-Federal circuit will be 
split between the major and 
United Artists Theatre Corp., its 
partner. Company can retain 
partnership ties in the State, White 


Plains, N. Y., Toledo Operating 
Co., Valentine Theatre Co. and 
Gates Theatre Corp. In each of 


these, Government conceded a true 
investor status is in being. 
Negotiations are now on, John 
W. Davis, Loew’s attorney said, to 
liquidate the company’s interest in 
the Criterion theatre, N.Y. show- 
case, and the Lee theatre, Rich- 
mond. Holdings in the Rhodes 
Theatre Operating Co. as well as 
West Reading Theatre Co. will be 


sold. Buffalo circuit is being 
divided with Paramount. 

Before the hearings ended, 
Special Asst Attorney General 


Robert L. Wright again demanded 
complete  divorcement. Wright 
defined the main question for the 
court “whether control of theatres 
gives each of these four defendants 
‘20th, WB, Par, Metro) acting 
aione the power to exclude com- 
petitors from the film market.” 

Discounting the competitive bid- 
ding recently engaged in by the 
defendants, Wright declared: 
“They call their experiments vol- 
untary but, no doubt, they did 
these things under pressure of two 
court decisions.” Whfte the suit 
is pending, it is natural that they 
should make the best record pos- 
sible, Government lawyer added, 
but it is not practicable to in- 
definitely continue the case to 
effect this result. 

The Little Three—United Art- 
ists, Columbia and Universal—put 
on the real show when new anti- 
trust hearings, moving at light- 
ning speed, zoomed through the 
opening day of court routine this 
week. Aside from an unexpected 
and a dramatic announcement by 
20th-Fox that it had agreed to dis- 
solve most of its partnerships, the 
three defendants whom the Gov- 
ernment considers virtually out of 
the case supplied the fireworks. 
Their attorney, Ed Raftery (UA), 
Louis Frohlich ‘Col)} and Si Lan- 
dau ‘(U), pulled a Cassandra— 
claiming that unless the proposed 
Government decree is amended, 
thee three might head for bank- 
ruptecy. 

Both Raftery and Frohlich trot- 
ted out live witnesses ‘in distinc- 
tion to the paper evidence introed 
by the four theatre-owning com- 
panies), to back their arguments. 
Abe Montague, Columbia sales 
chief, and Paul N. Lazarus, Sr. and 
Jv., appeared for UA. All main- 
tained that the decree was now 
discriminating in favor of small 
indies and against the affiliates. 

Montague asserted that Col 
would have to eliminate its pro- 
gram pix and lose revenues of $6,- 
600,000-$7.000,000 yearly as the de- 
cree now reads. He, as well as the 
Lazaruses, asked for elimination 


sion to stage roadshows. 

Lazarus, Jr., brought to light an 
ironie twist in indie producing. A 
lack of funds available from bank- 
ers is crippling production, he 
said, but several indies are still 
able to go in for filmmaking. Those 
still lined with enough coin are 
mostly exhibs—indie ones at that 
—who came to Hollywood within 
the past two years, Larazus 
declared. 

UA, he added, “for the moment” 
is all right so far as product is con- 
cerned It has enough to carry 
it through for the next six months. 
After that, “heaven only knows 
what's going to happen,” he said. 

At the close of the first day’s 
hearings, majors played another 
trump card. Former Judge Joseph 
M. Proskauer, attorney for War- 
ner Bros.. declared that an arbi- 
tration system for the industry 
had been prepared for submission 
to the court. This system, he add- 
ed. would fill the gap caused by the 
nixing of the competitive bid set- 
up. It will be submitted within 
10 days, it was disclosed later. 
Among the Big Four, Par has yet 
to approve it. 











English-French 


Loa Continued from page 5 somal 
Irving Allen and Franchot Tone 
on their current production of 
“The Man in the Eiffel Tower.” 
Other producers, too, he declared, 
had discovered that what looked 
like a logicai plan for making two 











versions at little more than the 
cost of one, since same sets and 
camera setups could be used, 


didn’t prove so. 

Bunin, who spent 14 months in 
Paris, was highly unenthusiastic 
about the whole procedure of pro- 
duction abroad. Working there is 
so slow and the difficulties so 
manifold that it’s not worth the 
trouble. he declared. Only Yank 
pix which are worth making in 
France, producer’ asserted, are 
those, like “Eiffel Tower,” with lo- 
cales that make it virtually man- 
datory—and even then it’s a long 
shot. 

Slow pace of French = studio 
workers is the initial crusher faced 
by producers accustomed to work- 
ing in Hollywood, Bunin said. 
Among other things is the fact that 
electricity in Paris is completely 
turned off two days a week, so that 
there are only four working days. 
Also, all the equipment is old and 
dilapidated and very difficult to 
work with. 

Net result is that shooting takes 
at least one-third longer than in 
Hollywood, Bunin and his produc- 
tion chief, Ben Rubin, declared. 
Add to that the fact that workers’ 


vages were revised upward each 
month by government regulation 
as the cost of living increased. 


That pushed the franc budget way 
up. 
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Taradash 


Continued from page 1 ea 





authority and share the adaptation 
royalties, only Taradash was to get 
program credit. There was never 
any disagreement between them as 
to the political treatment of the 
play ‘both have contradicted Jean- 
Paul Sartre’s accusations in Paris 
that his original ‘‘Les Main Sales” 
was distored into a ‘vulgar anti- 
Communist melodrama”), but Tara- 
dash disapproved of the adapta- 
tion on purely theatrical grounds. 

He is reported to have particu- 
larly objected to the handling of 
the romantic element, notably in 
the third act However, there was 
nothing he could do about it, as 
Harris was not only co-adaptor and 


director, but also owns a sizable 
interest in the production Al- 
though Taradash. as the credited 
adaptor. received the principal 


onus when the play was panned by 
the New York critics, he has 
made no public explanation or com- 


ment. but has merely told friends 
that he agreed to an “unwise” con- 
tract and is stuck with it. He is 


at his home in Miami and has given 
no indication of future plans. 


Meanwhile, Frieda Fishbein, au- 
thor’s agent, has consulted attor- 
nevs regarding a possible claim 


for commission on the production 
of “Gloves.” She says that Sartre 
sent her the script last season, soon 
after the original opened in Paris. 

Agent asserts she was told to 
make a deal for the play in the 
U. S., although without written au- 
thorization. While she was sub- 
mitting it to various managements, 
Jean Dalrymple. during a visit to 
Paris, saw the original production 
and, in association with Gabriel 
Pascal, made a deal directly with 
Sartre’s French representative, 
Louis Nagel. 

Recently. on Sartre's application, 
tlhe French courts have ousted 
Nagel as agent, and the author is 
reportedly trying to halt Miss Dal- 
rymple’s production on the ground 


] 


20th), “An Innocent Affair’ (Nas- 
ser-UA), “Four Faces West” (‘(En- 
terprise-UA), “A Double Life” ‘U), 
“Saxon Charm” ‘U), “Lost Mo- 
ment” (U), “All My Sons” (U) and 
“Ideal Husband” ‘Korda-20th). 
Flock of the big profit-producers 
of the year boast names that have 


in the past been credited in them- | 


selves with little b.o. pull, or have 
found acceptance in the past prin- 
cipally among western fans, or 
have been around for some time in 
B pix or are just on their way up. 
Such films include Eagle Lion’s 
“Canon City” and “T-Men’, both 
with Dennis O'Keefe; United Art- 
ists’ ‘‘Red River’, with John Wayne 
and Montgomery Clift; Universal’s 
“Naked City” with Barry  Fitz- 
gerald, and 20th’s “Street With No 

















Name”, with Mark Stevens and 
Richard Widmark. 
| a : el 
| "48 Gross | 
_—_— Continued from page 3 Qe 
plies on past actions were called 
for from those interviewed. 
November's Upturn 
ARI sees a bright spot in the 
figures in that November, for the 


first time this year, showed an up- 
trend that was more than seasonal. 
1948, still below 
47, there 
over 


November, was 


but 
October 


was a 
attend- 
ance this year than last. It 
amounted to about 1,000,000 more 
admissions weekly than could have 
been expected from last year’s fig- 
ures. Here are the average week- 


November, 
sharper tilt 


ly attendance figures for October 
and November of the past three 
years: 
October November 
1946 83 500.000 87,800,000 
1947 81,200,000 81,600,000 
1948 66,200.000 71,300,000 
That November, 1946, figure . 
cited above, incidentally, repre-, 


sent’s the industry's alltime peak 
attendance. The low point since 
that time was hit during the past 




















a fe , . mer July, when average weekly at- 
; “er rulgar ; ‘ . : “ 
trad Os a ugar. melodramatic “jendanee dropped to 62,900,000. Bs 
play. coincidence, average | admission 
. prices were the same in the peak 
caer ater month of November, '46, and low 
i} month of July, 48. There was con- 
Hot Stars | siderable fluctuation in between, 
however. Allitime high average of 
Continued from page 1 s=ecnxd *8¢ Was reached in January, 1947, 
while the recent low was June, °47, 
ers include Gregory Peck, Cary’ when it hit 46.2c. It has climbed 
Grant, Ingrid Bergman, Bette steadily since then to the present 
Davis, Ginger Rogers, Cornel 47.9¢. 
Wilde, Rosalind Russell, Henry 


Fonda, Danny Kaye, Paulette God- 
dard, Dorothy Lamour, James 
Cagney, Claudette Colbert, Deanna 
Durbin, Joan Bennett, Ray Milland, 


Vivien Leigh, Fred MacMurray, 
Joel McCrea, Ronald Colman, 
Robert Montgomery, Susan Hay- 


ward, Charles Bover, Robert Cum- | 


mings, Edward G. Robinson and 
Burt Lancaster. On the other hand, 
several of these stars, given good 
vehicles, are among the year’s top 
grossers. 

Some Missouts 


Films which are accounting for 
failure of these name players to 


draw sufficient trade to pay off 
negative costs, advertising and 
prints and distribution fees, plus 
a decent profit. included “Mr. 
Blandings Builds His Dream 
House” (SRO), “Paradine Case” 
(SRO). “Arch of Triumph” (En- 
terprise-UA), “Winter Meeting” 
(WB), “It Had to Be You” (Col), | 


“Velvet Touch” (RKO), ‘Mourning 
Becomes’ Electra’ (RKO), “The 
Fugitive’ (RKO), “A Song Is Born” 
‘Goldwyn-RKO), “A Miracle Can 
Happen” ‘Bogeaus-UA), “Girl from 
Manhattan” ‘Bogeaus-UA), “Time 
of Your Life” ‘Cagney-UA), “Sleep, 
My Love” ‘Triangle-UA), ‘For the 
Love of Mary” (U), “Secret Beyond 
the Door” ‘U), “So Evil My Love” 
‘Par), “Anna Karenina” (Korda- 





Pioneer Publicist and Scenarist 
Alfred Cohn 


dwells on the fact that 


“Hollywood Today Owes 
Plenty to the Pioneer 
Picture Publicists”’ 


7 . * 


and editorial feature 
in the 


{13d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 





Milestones in Admissions 
Here are the turning points in 
the admission price charts (figures 
include tax): 


vanudary, 18946....6.3... . 42.9¢ 
Cs i | ar 45.9¢e 
eoume, 19G6. on. sce 45.4c 
January, 1947...... ee 

February, 1947......... 47.9¢ 
June, 1947........ eae 46.2¢ 
July, 1947 bcp g Sceee 46.4c 
October, 1948 ......... 47.4c 
November, 1948 47.9¢ 

















Below are average evening ad- 
“mission prices by areas of the 
country as of last March: 

Fast 52.8¢ 

| EA aero 57.7¢ 

Midwest 47.8¢ 

South 45.3¢ 

Here are averages by sizes of 
cities, also as of last March: 

Over 500.000 59.1¢ 

100,000-500,000 ... 53.7¢c 

10,000-100,.000 50.9¢ 

Under 10,000 44.7¢ 

» A +] 
greement 
Continued from page 3 
tic gross, which would probably 


have been easily the year’s top fig- 
ure for all companies. However, 
bookings have now slowed down 
and it appears ,20th will end up 
with considerably less than the 
17,000 dates it might have gotten 
on a pic of this calibre without the 
anti-Semitic theme. It did very 
well in the east and on the Coast. 

Despite the midwest slowness, 
company will turn a neat profit on 
the film, which cost $2,000,000. In 
its 28-week run at the Broadway 
Mayfair alone it threw off a film 
rental of better than $480,000. 

Fox execs are hoping for similar 
success on another social problem 
picture, “Snake Pit.” It has played 
only two dates so far, at the Rivoli 
on Broadway and Garrick in Chi 
cago. Both have been sock, but 
20th execs are making no predic- 








,tions based on them. 








Prods. Balk 
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Hughes coin. Hughes is ready to 
put up $600,000, which UA hopes 
to spread over about three pix. 

Move by Bank of America fol- 
lows similar action by Chemical 
Bank & Trust Co., New York, which 
has been making deals on that 
basis for films costing up to $700.- 
000. Chemical won’t finance pix 
costing more than that on any 
basis. Security-First National of 
Los Angeles, and Bankers Trust, 
N. Y., which share numerous pro- 
duction loans, have virtually 
backed out of the field altogether 
for the time being. 

Banks some months ago took ac 


tion to strengthen their position 
by refusing to put up more than 
60°> of a picture’s budget and de 


manding that the producer himself 
guarantee or arrange to have out- 
side sources guarantee the last 25‘ 
of the bank’s advance. That put a 
serious crimp in indie production 
and the new move almost cripples 
it entirely. 

Bank's attitude in demanding 
that the producer put his personal 
signature on the notes is: “If he 
doesn't have enough faith in his 
own picture to guarantee: the loan, 
why should we?” Wanger and 
other producers who have refused 
to ink such deals claim they do so 
as a matter of principal. 

All the banks some time ago also 
started demanding unlimited com 
pletion bonds—which was another 
blow to indie production. 


At a meeting of the UA board 
vesterday (Tues.) Sears reported 


the Hughes coin “is still available.” 
Sears also announced that exec 
veepee Arthur W. Kelly would fly 








to England late in January to 

name a successor to David Cop- 

lan, who has resigned as UA'’s 
managing director in Britain. 

—— eS 
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Metro Pl | 
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90 days on Culver lot 
30 days and still retain 
Accordingly, Mann and Alton 
have been advised to make ‘‘Inci- 
dent” speedily “but not just tor 
sake of speed.” Schary’s ultimate 
aim is to produce documentary- 


to around 
quality 


type films for $500,000 or less, as 
accomplished by EL despite stag- 
gering Metro overhead. Layout 


hinges on three’ elements in 
Schary’s scheme of things: Tightly 
prepared screenplay ‘(Metro bought 
“Incident” from EL in finished 
screenplay torm); direction by men 
who've worked on top-grossing low- 
budgeters, and lensing by men 
like Alton who’ve had years expe- 
rience in quickie field. 

Reaction to plan by Metro's long 
list of producers hasn’t been made 
vocal yet. 


RKO Splitup | 














Continued from page 5 == 


RKO Bidg., New York, run throlugh 
1952. Thus, both the theatre and 
distributing company will continue 
to occupy present facilities for the 
next four years, at least. However, 
there will be a complete split of 
the service departments which now 
handle the work of both companies. 

Plans are being laid out for sep- 
aration of mail, telephone, tele- 
graph, mimeography, supply, per- 
sonnel and a flock of other activi- 
ties which are centrally controlled. 
Paradoxical part of this is that ad- 
ministrative officers in recent years 
have worked to centralize these 
departments as a money-saving 
measure and have just about com- 
pleted the task. 


RKO-‘Joan’ 


Continued from page 5 =e 
He confabbed with RKO prexy Ned 
Depinet and sales’ chief Bob 
Mochrie on pending deals for ex- 
hibition of ‘Joan.” 

Meantime, Agnew unit has taken 
on as its initial representation job 
“Jigsaw,” which was produced in 
New York last spring by Edward 
J. and Harry Lee Danziger. United 
Artists board yesterday (Tuesday) 
okayed a deal by which the com- 
pany will release the film. 

“Jigsaw,” which stars Franchot 
Tone and Jean Wallace and has a 
cast of New York legit actors, will 






































go into-release in early spring 
Danzigers operate the Eastern 
Sound Studios, Ine., which does 


_technical work for film producers. 
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CHRISTMAS 
SOCK! 





SOCK! 


The Biggest Musical is sen- 
sational at Radio City Music 
Hall. From the company 
that gives the industry its top 
musicals now comes a new 
bonanza to ring in a bright 
New Year across the nation! 


“WORDS AND 
MUSIC’ 


STARRING (alphabetically) 


JUNE ALLYSON - PERRY COMO 
JUDY GARLAND - LENA HORNE 
GENE KELLY - MICKEY ROONEY 


ANN SOTHERN 
wn TOM DRAKE + CYD CHARISSE » BETTY GARRETT ~ JANET LEIGH 
MARSHALL THOMPSON » MEL TORME - VERA-ELLEN 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
Based on the Lives and Music of 


RICHARD RODGERS and LORENZ HART 


Screen Play by Fred Finklehoffe * Story by Guy Bolton 
gnd Jean Holloway * Adaptation by Ben Feiner, Jr. 


Musical Numbers Directed by ROBERT ALTON 
Directed by NORMAN TAUROG 
Produced by ARTHUR FREED 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Portrait from Life 


placed on the dramatic qualities 
and there is no belittling the suc- 
cess which has been achieved on 
this score. Story establishes a 
high degree of credibility and not- 
withstanding the contrived ending 
proves to be satisfying entertain- 
ment. 

Very largely this is due to a 
flawless portrayal by Miss Zetter- 
ling who proves herself to be com- 
situation. 


picte mistress of every | 
Hers is a moving performance, 
yich in appreciation and under- 


s.anding and in keeping with the 
high tradition she has established 


in the past year or two. Her act- 
ing inevitably imposes a strain on 
o her members of the cast, but 
Guv Rolfe as the officer who finds 
her. Robert Beatty as the artist 
who paints the original portrait, 


Herbert Lom as the Nazi who pre- 
tends to be her father, and Arnold 


Marle as the proiessor, prove 
themselves worthy of the test. 
Atmosphere of the displaced 
persons’ camp is every bit the 
genuine article and this is rein- 
forced by the intelligent use of 
German dialog as and when neces- 
sary It does not detract from 
following the story but adds con- 


viction to the general theme. 
Myro. 


Look Out Sister 


(ALL-NEGRO MUSICAL) 
Asvor Pietures release of R. M. Savini 
(Berie Adams) proauction Stars Louis 
Jordan Suzette Harbin, Monte Hawley; 
features Glenn Allen, Tommy Southern, 
Jack Clisby. Directed and edited by Bud 


Pollard. Screenplay, John E. Gordon; 
camera. Carl Berger; songs, Louis Jordan, 


Leroy Hickman, Dallas Bartley, Don Wil- 
son. Wilhelmina Grey, Sid Robbins, Benny 
Certer, Irving Gordon, Lee Peany, Dick 
Miles, Walter Bishop. Fleecie Moore, Ben 
Lorre. Jeff Dane At Apollo, N. Y., week 
Dec. 17, 48. Running time. 64 MINS. 
Louis Jordan Himself 
Betty Scott Suzette Harbin 
Mack Gordon Monte Hawley 
Billy Glenn Allen 
Cectus Tommy Southern 
Pisiol Pete Jack Clisby 
Ofiicer Lee 
The Sherif Maceo Sheffield 
Dincei Peggy Thomas 
Bathing Beauty Louise Franklin 
Anice Clerk 
Girl Exhibition Divers /Dorothy Seamans 
Bob Scott and Louis Jordan’s T-6 
Trumpet Aaron lvenhall 
T< r Saxophone Paul Quinchette 
a ) Wim. Doggett 
gac8 Wm Hadnott 
Drums Chris Colombus 
Guitar James Jackson 


A low-budget all-sepian entry, 
“Look Out Sister” is primed for 
okay b.o. results in houses whose 
patronage is predominantly Negro. 
Louis Jordan makes a fine marquee 
lure and his fans should be amply 
satisfied with the 11 tunes the sax- 
ophonist and his Tympany Six beat 
out in the course of the unreeling. 

Story lends itself to humor for, 

_ through a “dream,” Jordan fancies 
himself on a dude ranch. Where- 
upon the plot assumes the aspect 
of a standard western with ‘Two 
Gun” Jordan saving the hacienda 
from ignominious foreclosure in 
the nick of time. 

More than half the film hangs 
upon Jordan’s musikin’ and he’s in 
there solid with such aces as “Cal- 
donia,”’ “Don’t Burn the Candle at 
Both Ends,” and sundry blues num- 
bers, among others. Picture, it- 


self, comes off as a broad satire on | 
may or} 


the oaters although that 
may not have been the original in- 
tention of producer Berle Adams. 
Chase scene with Jordan clumsily 


bouncing on a nag with heavy, 
Monte Hawley, in hot pursuit is 


particularly ludicrous. 

Tops in his musical chores, Jor- 
dan also rates a nod for his cow- 
boy stint. Suzette Harbin shines 
as the heart interest, while Hawley 
is amusing as the baddie. Bob 
Scott. as co-owner of the ranch, 
registers well in contribbing some 
genuine horsemanship. Supporting 
piavers are adequate under Bud 
Pollard’s routine direction. While 
production values are negligible, 
Jordan combo endows “Sister” 
with all the boxoffice appeal it 
needs. Novelty of a sepia western 
may also generate some intcrest 

Gilb 


'arade Du Temps Perdu 


(Parade of Lost Time) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, Dec. 9. 


Gaumont release of Cinephonic produc 


tion, starring Noel Noel, Bernard Biter, 
Marguerite Deval, Jean Tissier. Directed 
by Jean Dreville. Written by Noel. Cam- 
era. Burel; music, Cloerec. At Gaumont, 
Paris. Running time, 90 MINS. 
The Lecture! Noel Noel 
The Bores Bernard Blier, Jean Tissier, 
R. Blancard, H. Cremieux. P, Frankeur 


If France is looking for a picture 
to dub in English, this is it. Since 
a good part of the pic is a running 
commentary with not much mouth 
movement on the part of the actors, 
it shouldn't be difficult to make an 
English-speaking version. For- 
tunately it would be worth some- 
body’s time and effort because it’s 


Film Reviews 
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a very funny film. It’s b.o. material 
oujside the art houses. 

Noel Noel is to France what 
Charlie Chaplin is to the U. S. The} 
comedian hus scripted a fantasy 
about boring people that he and 
Moliere have known. In a lecture 
to the theatre audience Noel intro- 
duces these bores in several hilari- 
ous scenes. The mixture of slap- 
stick and satire is very effective 
and the pace is very fast. 

Since all the bores are 
sal characters it’s just as easy 
identify them in English in 
French and the interspersed lec- 
tures with Noel literally throwing 
himself in and out of every scene 
is good fun and good cinema. All 
tvpes of special effects are brought 
into play including puppets, tele- 
vision sets, blackboards and film 
cameras. 

Noel has written a clever script 
full of wit and sense, and his acting 
is socko. Bernard Blier and the 
supporting cast are very funny. 
Jean Dreville’s directing is tricky 
and well done. L. H. Burel on the 
cameras and Jean Feyte on the 
montage have done excellent work. 

Buch. 


univer- 
to 


as 








Remakes | 
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forthcom- 
for ‘Par, 


“Connecticut Yankee,” 

ing Bing Crosby starrer 
was also filmed twice previously 
Harry Myers starred in a version 
for Fox in 1921, and Fex turned it 
out again 10 vears later with the 
late Will Rogers in the title role. 

Warners’ representative in the 
remake sweepstakes is “One Sun- 
day Afternoon,” co-starring Dennis 
Morgan, Janis Paige and Don De- 
Fore, which opens Christmas Day 
(25) at the Mayfair, N. Y. WB 
turned out an earlier version in 
1941 under the title of “Strawberry 
Blonde,” with James Cagney, Jack 
Carson, Rita Hayworth and Olivia 
DeHavilland starred. Same pic- 
ture was made as a drama by Para- 
mount in 1933 under the “Sunday 
Afternoon” title. 

“Little Women,” scheduled 
release next April by Metro, was 
also filmed twice previously. Par 
first adapted the Louisa May Alcott 
story in 1919, and RKO turned out 
the film again in 1933. New Danny 
Kaye starrer, “Song Is_ Born” 
(‘Samuel Goldwyn-RKO), is a re- 
make of “Ball of Fire.”’ which Gold- 
wyn produced in 1941 with Gary 
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck co- 
starred. RKO released that one 
also. Twentieth-Fox has coming 
up “That Wonderful Urge,” co- 
starring Tyrone Power and Gene 
Tierney, which was filmed by the 
same company in 1937 under the 
title, “Love Is News.” 

Only companies not represented 
are United Artists, Republic and 
Eagle Lion. Columbia’s “Dark 
Past,’ opening this week at the 
Broadway Ambassador, was turned 
out by the same company in 1939 
under the title, “Blind Alley.” Uni- 
versal has no remakes as such but 
it is using in new pictures a num- 
ber of the characters proved pop- 
ular in earlier films. Thus, Abbott 


for 


| & Costello, who have already met 


“Frankenstein.” are soon to meet 
the “Invisible Man” and later ‘“‘The 
Killers.” On the same line, U’s 
forthcoming “Pa and Ma Kettle,” 
while not a sequel, is based on 
the characters first screened in the 
company’s “Egg and I.” 
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cago and Los Angeles quickly, too. 
Tommy Valando, Laurel Music 
head. publisher of “Far Away,” se- 
cured pressings of the song early 
Wednesday (15) morning and put 
them on a plane at LaGuardia 
field, N. Y.. consigned to reps in 
Chi and L.A. for immediate dis- 
tribution to disk jockeys. Later, 
Victor disks got almost as fast serv- 
ice. Vaughn Monroe cut Wednes- 
day afternoon, and acetates of his 
first on “Mr. Mrs. 
Music” (Bea Wain-Andre Bauch) 
disk show half-hour later. 

While a majority of those moves 
were for publicity, Victor’s fast- 
recording schedule wasn't kidding. 
Company needed material badly. It 
started off like a whirlwind within 
minutes of being advised the road 
was clear. Its New York studios 
were jammed with guests, newspa- 
permen, artists, disk jockevs, musi- 
cians and executives all Tuesday 
afternoon and evening and well 
into the morning hours. 


were the and 
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Pix Like ‘The Search’ OK | 
For Distrib—Rodgers 


Arthur Loew’s policy of _bank- 
rolling European-made films in the 


English language and_ bringing’ 
them over for Metro distribution 


here is all right with William F. 
Rodgers, company’s sales chief. Re- 
ferring to the foreign chief's im- 
portation of “The Search,” pro- 
duced on the Continent by Prae-. 
sens Films and backed to the tune 


of $300,000 by Metro, Rodgers 
“would be glad to play more 
like it.” 


Besides the impressive prestige 
value of distributing this film-with- 
significance, Rodgers said the com- 
pany would make money from its 
domestic revenues. “Anytime we 
can find another film like ‘The 
Search,’ T’ll be’ happy to take it 
on,” he added. 

On the other hand, Metro will 
not undertake to distribute foreign- 
lingo films along the lines of the 
French-made “Portrait of a Wom- 
an” and “It Happened at the 
Inn,” pix handled by M-G several 
seasons back. M-G is not equipped 
to deal with such films, which re- 
quire special art-house bookings 
and treatment, Rodgers amplified. 

“Search” is still in distribution 
by the company. It demands slow 
and careful handling and is being 
accorded that sort of treatment, 
Rodgers said. Pic continues to do 
very well in certain situations and 
word-of-mouth helped it con- 
siderably, M-G biggie declared. 

Production and distribution of 
such pix by Metro has been a pet 
project of Loew. Reportedly, when 
the foreign dept. chief wanted to 
quit early this year, he was in- 
duced to stay on by a promise that 
he could continue fostering pro- 
duction of the “Search” genre of 
pix in Europe. 


M-G’s Bidding 


has 
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Rodgers disclosed. Sales topper has 
tentatively set a program of four 
oldies. These will be. “Wizard of 
Oz,” “Trader Horn,” “Blossoms in 
the Dust” and “Sequoia.” First of 
these, “Oz,” is slated for runs 
early next year. 
‘Uncertain’ B.O. 

Rodgers spoke f{rankly on the 

“terribly in conditions” in 


uncertain 
distribution. Asked whether he _ be- 
grosses would be 


Lest 


lieved domestic 
sufficient to meet production costs, 
Metroite replied: “I don’t honestly 
know. This market so unsettled 
it’s impossible to say. When I look 
at the receipts of some first-runs, 
I’m amazed how little they do. On 
the other hand, some neighborhood 
houses and other first-runs are do- 
ing remarkable business.” 


IS 


“At this time,” Rodgers added, 
“when the industry needs better 
pictures than ever before, we're 


going to deliver. Whether it will 
be a banner year for profits I 
don't know.” Metro, Rodgers said, 
will never try to sell films on the 
basis of what they cost us but “‘al- 
ways on what they gross at the 
boxoffice.”’ 

Contrary to reports, Metro has 
not abandoned the sliding scale as 
a basis of rental terms. Company 
intends “to aggressively — solicit 
even a greater number of our cus- 
tomers to play even a greater num- 
ber of our pictures on this proven 
method of fair merchandising,” 
Rodgers declared. Only when M-G 
has been unable to agree upon a 
sliding scale with an exhib has it 
adopted a policy of specific per- 
centage terms. 

As for first-runs. Metro will seek 
to expand its sliding scale policy 


further. Theatres in small towns 
which favor flat rentals against 
the scale will be granted the 
straight price in increasing num- 
bers, Rodgers disclosed. ‘They 
haven't got the staff to figure out 
percentages in sliding scales so 
they favor flats,’ Rodgers ex- 
plained. 

With Metro’s 25th anniversary 


coming up in °49, company intends 
to go all-out for increased volume 
of bookings. Average per-film is 
now 14.500, but Rodgers wants to 
boost the total to 17,000 or there- 
abouts. 

Distribution veepee headed for a 
six-week vacation in Florida over 
the weekend. From there he goes 
directly to the Coast for a one- 
week convention of the entire sales 
force from exchange managers up. 





Interstate’s Two New Drive-Ins 


Dallas. 
Interstate Theatres announced 
plans for 400-car drive-in at! 
Tyler. Interstate is constructing a | 


similar drive-in at Wichita. Falls. | 








Nat’l Theatres 


fontinued from page 5 


Corp., Muscatine Amus. Co. and 
West Coast-Compton Theatre Corp. 

3. Interests in United West 
Coast Theatres Corp. and Grau- 
man’s Greater Hollywood Theatre, 
Inc. (both of which, United Artists 
Theatre Circuit is the partner) may 
be disposed of by dissolving the 
companies and returning the the- 
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atres to the stockholders that orig- | 
with support of 95°o of the mem- 


inally owned or leased them. In 
reference Grauman’s, NT may take 
the Chinese theatre, Hollywood, if 
it relinquishes all interest in the 
Egyptian, Hollywood. 

4. As for Golden State Theatre 
& Realty Corp. and T. & D. Jr 
Enterprises, NT can acquire a pro- 
portion of the theatres equivalent 
to its proportionate stock interests 
in the two companies (NT holds 
30° ° of the stock which would 
title it to approximately 32 of 
106 theatres operated by the 
fits.) 

5. 
Theatre, 


en- 
the 
out- 


Fresno 
the 


Holding 90° in the 
Inc., NT can acquire 
additional 10° if it agrees that 
unit sell one first-run house in 
Fresno, Calif. NT can also buy up 
the outstanding 19% in Golden 
State Theatre Corp. if latter dis- 
poses of one theatre in Hanford, 
and one in Visalia. Calif 

6. Breakup of Cascade Theatre 
Corp. and reversion of theatres to 
original owners provided. 
7. Following companies may 
stand as is without termination of 
ties despite fact NT now jointly 
operate them with actual or poten- 
tial exhibs. Status is preserved for 


Fox Salinas Theatres. Gateway 
Theatre Co., Marstrand Theatres 
Corp., Pico Theatres Corp., Trans- 
bay Theatres, West Coast Holly- 


wood Theatres, Carlton-Rivoli The- 
atres Corp. 


8. Upon dissolution. partners 
free to compete with NT regard- 
less of understandings or agree- 


ments to contrary 

9. Agreement will not prejudice 
Government in seeking outright 
divorcement or affect later rulings 
of court on wholly-owned houses. 





Mad. Sq. Garden 
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help, rather than hurt, sports in 
the long run. Kilpatrick had been 
quoted repeatedly declaring 
that TV, just radio did, would 
help make fight fans out of women 


as 


as 


and of many men who had never 
before been interested but who 
would want to see the events in 


person after getting a taste of them 
via video. 

Garden's indecision follows in 
the wake of several denunciations 
of tele by other topflight sports of- 
ficials. Most vociferous of those 
attempting to outlaw video 
eras have been the minor 
baseball officials. who are 
to push through an edict 
TV from all night games. Several 
officials of the smaller colleges 
have also voiced fear that TV cov- 
erage of the big university and 
professional football games would 
hurt the attendance at their games 

If the Garden tosses out tele. 
the move will affect directly NBC, 
CBS and the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX. NBC, Gillette Safety 
Razor and the Garden have been 
tied into a three-way deal for the 
last three years covering Friday 
night fights and the championship 
affairs staged by the 20th Century 
Sporting Club. CBS contract cov- 
ers the N. Y. Ranger hockey 
games, plus some 40 other events 
staged at the Garden during the 
fall and winter months. WPIX has 
a contract for coverage of the N. Y. 
Rovers’ hockey games this year. 


league 
irving 
banning 
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basis of latter pic. John Huston 
won best screenplay nomination 
Rossellini was named as the year’s 
best director. 
Films named 


for entertainment 


qualities, in order of their choice, 
were “Hamlet,” “The Search,” 
“Sitting Pretty,” “Gentleman's 
Agreement,’ “Johnny Belinda,” 
“Joan of Are,’ “Il Remember 


Mama,” “The Bishop's Wife,” 
Shoes” and “The Snake Pit.’ Most 
artistic pix were listed as “Paisan,” 
“Day of Wrath.” “The Search.” 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre.” 
“Louisiana Story,’ “Hamlet.” “The 
Snake Pit,” “Johnny Belinda,” 
“Joan of Arc” and “Red Shoes.” 


_haled 


cam- | 


“Red ' 


) IATSE Suing Dissident 


Philly Theatre Local 
| Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Rebellious Local B-100, theatre 
service staff. union which pulled 
out of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, was 
into Common Pleas court 
today (Tues.) by the IATSE exce 
board in an effort by the latter to 
retain the local’s property and 
treasury. Leaders of Local B-100, 


bership, recently joined up with 
the Building Service Emploveces 
Unions, AFL, after the IATSE exec 
failed win 


board to a substantial 
wage increase from Philadelphia 
theatre operators for the service 


emplovees. 

IATSE lawyers asked the 
to restrain leaders of Local 
now Local 252, from using 
union treasury deposited in 
banks and from representing the 
selves as bargaining agents for 
theatrical service staff emplovees 


court 
B-100 
$6 600 


0 





~ RKO’s Writeoffs 
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RKO. however, would have waited 


out the year-end report to score 
up the loss if the siockholders’ 
meet had not intervened in the 
meanwhile. 

Actually, writeoffs only totalled 
approximately $600,000, if has no 
been learned This sum as 


dete! 


red 


knocked off to provide fo) 
red studio charges It 

amounts paid for talent. produc 
technicians, etc., in advance 

services in productions which were 
called off later when Howard 
Hughes took over operation of 


COVE 


ior 


the 


RKO lot. 

Big sum of approximately $3.- 
000,000 was charged against story 
properties and losses in indie 


productions. This sum is not writ- 
ten off. It is a reserve set up by 
the company on an estimate of the 
over-valuation of these properties: 


At the close of '48, a new estimate 


will be taken and the amount de- 
cided on wil! then be written off. 

Among. the pix expected to go 
into the red are: “So Well Remem- 
bered,”” joint production in Eng- 
land with J. Arthur Rank: “The 
Miracle of the Bells.”” Jesse L. 


Lasky-Walter MacEwen opus; Jolin 
Ford-Merian C. Cooper's “The Fu- 


gitive’: and “The Pearl” made in 

Mexico by Oscar Dancingers 
According to RKO, proxies to 

be sent to all stockholders will 


therefore give a true picture of the 
financial status of the company. 
Stockholders must decide whether 
to okay the consent decree entered 
into with the Government which 
separates the theatre circuit from 
the studio. 

Sum of $1,025,000 credited to 
the company accounts as provision 
for estimated income taxes was 
actually a reserve set up for taxes 
on the basis of the first six months’ 
profits. It is now returned to the 
corporate treasury since’ those 
profits were wiped out. 
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inally signed Aug. 3. 1943, RKO is 
specifically holding its former top- 
per harmless ‘from any loss. cost 
and expense” by reason of pending 
actions brought by scripter Lester 
Cole against his former employer, 
Metro, as well as other majors. and 
by producer-directors Allan Scott 
and Edward Dmytryk against Ri O 
The indemnity, however, 
only of Rathvon’s ‘actions 
conduct for which you shall be ad- 
judged in such suit to be liable 
were in performance of your duties 
as an officer and director of RKO.” 
Trio were part of the 10 “un- 
friendly* witnesses before the 
House probe into Communism 

On or before Jan. 3, Rathvon has 
agreed to resign all positions as an 
officer or director in any of RIKOS 
subsids or affiliates. Meanwhile 
he is to render any services called 
on by Ned E. Depinet, new 
pany prez, or by the board provid- 


applies 


and 


com- 


ing the chores are reasonable and 
within his abilities. 
Deal calls for payment of the 


$66,000 to Rathvon without any de- 
ductions on account of income 
taxes “unless such withholding be 
required by law.” Additionally. to 


evidence the fact that neither party 
has any further claims against ihe 
be 


other, cross-releases to 


inked. 


are 
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Picture Grosses 








Seattle Sluggish But =| 
‘Hayride’ Forte $8,500; 
‘Let’s Live’ Little 556 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 
Boxoffice blues continue here at 
the boxoffice. Few new pix are 
measuring up to real possibilities. 


“Mexican Hayride” rates as top 
newcomer at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84) 
“Red River” (UA) (m.o.). Good $3,- 
500 Last week, ‘Baby Smiles” 
20th) and “Escape” (20th) (4th wk), 
fair $2,800 

Coliseum (1,877; 50-84 “Road 
House (20th) and “Winner Take 
All’’ (Mono) (2d wk). Slow $6,000 


ifter nice $11,600 initial stariza 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 

“Let's Live a Little’ (EL) and 
Song of Heart’ (Mono). Slow $5.- 
-00. Last week. “Don’t Trust Hus- 
and” (UA) atid “Bodyguard” 
RKO), okay $11,300. 

Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 50-84)— 
‘Best Years” 1RKO) (3d wk). Mild- 
sh $5,500. Last week, okay $7,800 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
‘Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) and 
‘Bodyguard” (RKO) (m.o.). Solid 
°4,000. Last week, “Fighter Squad- 
, on” (WB) and “Smart Girls” (WB) 
3d wk), only $3,000 in 10 days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
‘Musketeers’ (M-G) and “Spiritual- 


ist’ (EL) (4th wk). Fair $4,500. 
Last week,. good $6,800. 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 


‘Mexican Hayride” (U) and “Bung- 
low 13” (20th). Nice $8,500, and 
“ood for season. Last week, “Belle 


Starr’s Daughter” (20th) and 
‘Smuggler’s Cove” (Mono). Okay 


*9,000 in 9 days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 34-59) 
—‘Southern Yankee” (M-G) and 
‘Cry of City” (20th) (2d run). So- 
<o $4,000. Last week, “Apartment 
For Peggy” (20th) and “Walk 
Crooked Mile” (Col) (2d runs), $3,- 
=00. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Man From Colorado” (Col) and 
“Larceny” (U). Passable $9,000. 
Last week, “Red River” (UA) (3d 
wk) nice $6,400 in 6 days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—“Johnny Belinda’ (WB) and “I 
Surrender Dear” (Col) (2d runs). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, “Carmen” 
‘Col) and “Rachel” (RKO) (2d runs), 
$3,200. 


Crix Like ‘Today’ But 
Does Only $7,060, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Pre-Xmas lull no better or worse 
than expected here, with every- 
thing in general way off. Penn’s 
getting by with couple of reissues, 
“San Francisco” and ‘In the 
Navy,” giving at least some 
marquee draw. “Live Today for 
Tomorrow” got fine notices at Har- 
ris, but isn’t doing anything, and 
neither is “Moonrise,” which got 
sour reviews. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“Moonrise” (Rep). Crix no like. 
Very thin $4,000 Last week, 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) 
thin $5,000 in 8 days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Live Today for Tomorrow” (U). 
Critics gave this one a big sendoff 
nut will be lucky to get $7,000. 
mild. Last week, “Gallant Blade” 
(Col), $9,000. 





Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) | 


-——“‘San Francisco” (M-G) and “In 
Navy (U) (reissues). Latter was 
last-minute sub for reissue of 


“Night at Opera” (M-G), manage- 
ment decided to double-bill Marx 
Brothers’ oldie with Xmas Week 
picture. “Hills of Home” (M-G), 
“San Francisco” chiefly responsi- 
ble for $11,000. Last. week. ‘Tat- 
lock’s Millions” (Par), mild $14,000. 

Ritz ‘Loew’s) (800; 90-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (7th wk). Operating 
in red now but management hopes 
road-shower will pick up after sea- 
sonal dive. Won’t get more than 
$2.000 this session. about what it 
did last week. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) and 
‘Olympic Games” (EL). First pic- 


fure doesn’t have it and obviously 
interest in Olympic Games has long 
<ince faded. Maybe $10,000 or less. 
"ast week. “Angels Dirty Faces” 
‘WB) and “Drive By Night” (WB) 
.reissues), $12,000. very good. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)—'§ 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Mickey” 
‘EL). Very dim at about $4,000. 


“Last week, “Blood on Moon” 
RKO) (m.o.), nice $6,000. 
& st? or. be yieeo ". es 


i (reissues), only $2,000 in 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 10) 
Last week, ‘‘Mexican Hayride” (U) 
and “Grand Canyon Trail” (Rep) 
(2d wk-4 days), $2,000. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Canyon Passage” (U) and ‘“Fron- 
tier Gal’ (U) (reissues). Fair 
$3,000. Last week, “Mexican Hay- 
ride’ (U) and “Grand Canyon 
Trail’ (Rep) (2d wk - 4 = days), 
$1,700. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1 “Canyon Passage’ (U) and 
“Frontier Gal” (U) (reissues). Mild 
$5.000 or less in 5 days. Last week, 
‘Mexican Hayride” (U) and “Grand 


Canyon Trail’ (Rep) (2d wk-4 
davs!, $6,200 

Uptown (FWC 1.719: 60-$1)— 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) and 
“Trouble Makers” ‘Mono Limp 
$4,500. Last week, “Baby Smiles” 
20th) and “Parole, Inc.” (EL) 
(3d wk-6 days), $3,200. 

Vogue ‘FWC) (885; 60-85) — 
“Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Loaded 


Pisfols” (Col). Slight $2,500. Last 
week. “Strike It Rich’ (Mono) and 
“Kidnapped” (Mono), mild $3,200. 
Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 60-$1)— 
“Hills Home’ (M-G), slow $4,500. 
Last week, “Three Musketeers” 
(M-G) (4th wk - 4 days), $4,100. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Christopher Blake’ (WB) and 
“Smart Girls” (WB) Medium 
$8.000. Last week, “Angels Dirty 
Faces” (WB) and “Drive By Night” 
(WB) (reissues), good $10,400. 


‘POMPEII’-‘SHE’-LONE 
D.C. WINNER, $15,000 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

It's the annual  pre-Christmas 
slump here, only more so this year. 
Sole bright spot along a dull main 
stem is RKO Keith’s. where combo 
ol “Last Days of Pompeii’ and 
“She” is inaking music at the cash 
register. ‘*Christopher Blake” at 
Warner is shaping very thin. 
“Countess of Monte Cristo” at 
Loew’s Capitol also is modest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434: 44-80)— 
“Countess Monte Cristo” :U) plus 
vaude. Modest $17,000. Last week, 
“Hills of Home” (M-G) plus vaude, 
about same. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-74) 
—‘“‘Three Musketeers” (M-G) ‘m.o.). 
Satisfactory $7,000. Last week, 
“Crash Dive” (20th) (reissue), 
$6,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) 





(1,939; 44-74)— 
“Last Days Pompeii’ (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues). Hot $15,- 
000 for this pair of oldies and 
city’s b.o. champ by many lengths. 


Last week, “Kiss Blood Off Hands” | 


(U), better thn 


$12,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—‘‘Moonrise” (Rep). Very slim 
$6,500. Last week, “Fighter Squad- 
ron” (WB) (2d run), ditto. 


expected = at 


National (Heiman) (1,590; 85- 
$2.40\—‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL)- (10th 


wk). Steady $7,000 for second con- 
secutive week. Holds until after 
New Year’s then moves to small- 
seater Dupont. 

Palace ‘Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes” (Par). 
Fairish $15,000. Last week. “‘Three 
Musketeers” (M-G) (3d wk). nice 
$10.000 for 5 days. 

Warner (WB) (2,154:. 44-74)— 
“Christopher Blake” (WB). Very 
thin $10,000. Last week, “Canon 
City” (EL), $11,000. 


BUFFALO 


(Continued from page 11) 


70)\—"Hills of Home’ (M-G) and 
“Racing Luck’ (Col). Very thin 
$8,000. Last week, “Fighter Squad- 
ron” ‘WB) and “Blondie’s Secret” 
(Col), $13.500. 





Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“Road House” (20th) and ‘Trouble 
Preferred’. (20th) (m.o.). Okay $7,- 


500. Last week, “When My Baby 
Smiles” (20th) and “Black Eagle” 
‘Col) (m.o.) $8,700. 


Teck ‘Shea’ (1,400; 40-70) — 
“Fighter Squadron” (WB) and 
“Blondie’s Secret” (Col) ‘m.o.). 


Only $3,500 in 8 days. Last week, 
“Three Musketeers” (M-G) (m.o.), 
$4.200. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 40-70)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Gallant 
Bess” (EL). Slight $10,000 in 9 
days. Last week, “Countess Monte 
Cristo” (U) and Enchanted Valley” 
(EL), $8,600. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“Blood on Moon” (RKO) and 
“Palooka Take All’ (Mono)..Mod- 
est $15,000. In ahead, “There Goes 
Heait”’ (UA) and “39 Steps” (UA) 
3 days. 


<« 
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| «KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 10) 


at Opera” (M-G) (reissues). Under 
average $11,000. Last week, “Re- 
turn of October” (Col) and “Ap- 


pointment for Murder” (FC), fair 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Angels Dirty Faces” (WB) and 
(reissues). Mild $9,000. Last week, 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO) and “Wall- 
flower” (WB) (2d wk). $8,500. 
“Drive by Night” (B) (reissues). 
Mild $9.000. Last week, “Blood on 
Moon” (RKO) and ‘Wallflower’ 
(WB) {2d wk), $8,500. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Isn’t It Romantic” (Par) and “Dis- 
aster” (Par). Playing away from 
usual base, the Paramount. Slim 
$2,700. Last week, ““Happened One 
Night” (Col) and “Only Angels 
Have Wings” (Col) (reissues) (2d 
wk), nice $2,500. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2.100, 2.043, 700; 45-65) 
—‘‘Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U). Dull 


Last week, “Rogues’ Regi- 
average $13,000. 


$12.000 
ment” (U 


Mpls. Mercury Slips, So 
Does Biz; ‘Affair’ Tame 


$12,000, ‘Deal’ OK 76 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Boxoffice is singing both pre- 
Xmas and bad weather blues. Low 
temperatures and icy pavements 
are adverse factors and are adding 
to the normal seasonal depression. 
Naturally, there is nothing espe- 
cially big in way of new films be- 
ing sacrificed, although ‘‘An Inno- 
cent Affair’ rates well at Radio 
City. ‘Rogues’ Regiment,” in sec- 
ond week, is oKay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘(Par (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Smart Girls Don’t Talk’ (WB). 
“Light $4,500. Last week, “When 
Baby Smiles” (20th) (3d wk), $4,- 
300. 

Gopher (Par) (1.000; 40-50)— 
“Flirting With Fate” (Indie) and 
“Great Guns” (20th) (reissues). 
Puny $2,200. Last week, ‘“Sabo- 
teur” (Indie) and “I Cover the 


War” (Indie) (reissues), $2.400. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘*Road 


House” (20th) (3d wk). Okay $4,- 
000 after good $5,500 previous 
stanza. 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—‘‘When 
Baby Smiles” (20th) (m.o.). Fourth 
downtown week for this, okay $1,- 
500. Last week, “Flying Tigers” 
(Rep) and “Fighting Seabees” 
(Rep) (reissues) (2d run), $7,700. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Innocent Affair’ ‘UA). Limping 
along at very slow $12,000, lowest 
here in weeks. Last week, “Three 
Musketeers” (M-G) ‘(2d wk), mild 
$10,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—‘‘Angels With Dirty Faces” 
(WB) and “Drive by Night” (WB) 
(reissues). Hitting fair $9,000. 
Last week, “Rogues’ Regiment” 
(U), fine $13.000. 
| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Rogues’ Regiment” (‘(U) (‘(m.o.) 
Satisfactory $6,000. Last week, 
“Return of October” (Col) (2d wk), 
$7.500. 


State (Par) (2.300; 50-70)—‘‘Raw 
Deal” (EL). Mild if fairly satisfac- 
tory $7,000 coming up. Last week, 


“Luxury Liner” (M-G), $10,000. 
| Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
.“Song Is Born” (RKO). One of 


first nabe showings. Mild $3,000. 
| Last week, “Apartment for Peggy” 
(20th), fair $3,500. 

World (Mann) (350: 50-85)— 
“Elysia” (Indie) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Petering out to light $2,000 or less 
after boff $4,000 opener. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
| (Continued from page 11) 
'$4.000. Last week, “San Fran- 
|cisco” (M-G) and “Night At 


| Opera” (M-G) (reissues), excellent 
$6,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Return of October” (Col) and 
“Father Dunne” (RKO) (‘mo.). 
Okay $2,500 or better. Last week, 


“Blood On Moon” (RKO) and 
“Saxon Charm” (M-G) (m.o.), fine 
$3,600. 

Oriental ‘H-E) (2.000; 50-85)— 
“Road House” (20th), day-date 
with Orpheum. Mild $3,500. Last 
week, “Return of October” (Col) 
and “Father Dunne” (RKO), (6! 
days), $4,400. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Road House” (20th), also Ori- 
ental. Fine $6,500. Last week, 


“Belle Starr’s Daughter’ (20th) 
and “Michael O'Halloran” (Mono). 
$6,700. 

Paramount (H-E) 
— “Station West” 
“Bodyguard” (RKO). Mild $7.000. 
Last week, “Return of October” 
(Col) and “Father Dunne” (RKO), 
$7,700. 

United Ariists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—"‘Three Musketeers” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Big $6,500. Last week. 
| $10,000. en 


(3.400; 50-85) 
(RKO) and 


‘ i ») 


— 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


George Jessel. in a column and a half letter in Sunday’s (19) N. y. 
Times Book Review, takes exception to the characterization of the 
apostle Peter (‘originally the Jewish fisherman, Simon) in Lloyd C. 


Douglas’ “The Big Fisherman.” 


Jessel explains his letter by saying 


that his appearance in Samson Raphaelson’s “The Jazz Singer” 23 
years ago aroused in him an interest in religious books, so that he 
has since acquired a large library on Christianity and Judaism. 

“I have a feeling that this book should have been written near the 
river Jordan or perhaps in the ghetto near the East River of New 


York,” says Jessel. 


“TI felt so often in reading it, that it was written 


close to the tracks of the Boston & Maine R.R. during the cold winter.” 
And at the close Jessel writes: “I thought to myself, if the good Lord 
spares me until my daughter is happily married, I shall go and spend 
the rest of my days in the Holy Land and wander from town to town 
hoping to find the (true) likeness of Simon.” 





Cast familiarity with the roles and careful plotting of action, take by 


take, will bring “Jolson Sings Again” 
although the sequel will carry about as 
many production numbers and have 


cost of “The Jolson Story,” 


by-take plotting by producer Sidney 


in at Columbia at about half the 


the same production values. Take- 
Buchman and director Henry Levin 


has the film three days ahead of schedule now and it will wind in a 
total of about 36 days as compered with 100 days for the initial picture 
Total cost will be around $1,500.000 as against $3,000,000 for “Story.” 


One of the biggest 


savings resulted 


from the fact that Larry Parks 


already had the Jolson singing style down pat and didn’t have to spend 
so many weeks in preparation for musical numbers. 


Anent the much-gabbed decline of newsreels since the advent of tele- 
vision, the number of theatres exclusively playing reels in one-hour pro- 


grams have dropped to a total of 25 


vious high of 38 some two years ago. 


throughout the country from a pre- 
Telenews had 12 and is now 


down to nine; Translux four, now off to two; while Newsreel Theatres, 


Inc., has its original five. 
but have declined to nine. 


Other scattered houses totaled 17 in 
Incidentally, most of these theatres sprung 


1946, 


up during the war vears and the peacetime dearth of sensational pic- 


torial news has hit hard. 


William Goetz, Universal’s studio chief, takes the largest 


salary cut 


administered by U’s management to its own top officers as an economy 


measure. 
Both 


Goetz stipend of $5,000 
Nate Blumberg, company 


prez, 


weekly has been halved to $2,500 
and J. Cheever Cowdin, board 


chairman, have their salaries sliced to $100,000 annually trom a pre- 


vious $150,000 apiece. 


Latching on to the Whittaker Chambers-Alger Hiss espionage case, 


Metro is distributing a miniature 


promote the John Garfield starrer, ‘ 


racket, and not a spy 
page news. 


‘Force of Evil.” 
theme, but the peg is that it too will make front 


with some microfilm to 
Pic has a numbers 


pumpkin 




















for Goldwyn. It was, aS a matter 
of fact, in that capacity that he met 
Miss Wright. His employment 
ended with a stiff battle between 
him and the producer and there 
has been’ considerable mutual 
bitterness ever since. While there 
is much trade sympathy for Miss 
Wright’s objection to the type of 
contract she had with Goldwyn, it 
is felt that her tough attitude on 
fulfilling its terms was partially 
influenced by her husband's atti- 
tude toward the producer. 

Point on which the pact was 
terminated last week was the play- 
er’s refusal to fiy to New York 
for publicity in connection with 
the preem of her latest pic, ““En- 
chantment.” She claimed she was 
too ill. 

It is known that Miss Wright has 
been generally cooperative with 
the Goldwyn flacks in the past. 
She has shunned interviews and 
public appearances as far as pos- 
sible, however, in the realization 
that she doesn't make bright or 
exciting copy, as do some other 
femme stars. She has consistently 
considered herself, since her mar- 


riage to Busch (‘they have four 
children—two his by a _ previous 


marriage) ‘“‘a housewife with a part- 
time job.” She has avoided the 
“glamor” side of Hollywood and 
the Goldwyn flacks have agreed 
with her that her type of per- 
sonality couldn't be sold on thai 
basis. 

A specific point on which Miss 
Wright objected to her contract 
was its loanout provisions. Gold- 
wyn was asking $100,000 or more 
for her services for 10 or 12 weeks, 
while she received only her regular 
salary, which would have amount- 
ed to $40,000 or so for the period. 
Goldwyn’'s answer, of course, was 
that that only partially compen- 
sated for the many weeks when 
she was ®n his payroll without 
working. . 





Goldwyn’s Squawk 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Goldwyn in terminating Miss 
Wright’s contract said he was 
“sick and tired of ... 
refuse to . . . cooperate... 
time has arrived when studios must 
assert their rights...” 

Miss Wright registered relief at 
the termination of the contract. 
saying that “the type of contract 
standardized between players and 
producers is antiquated in form 
and preposterous in concept. We 

. are to blame for accepting, in 
our eagerness to work. agreements 
, under which we waive the natural 


Busch-Goldwyn Spleen 


Continued from page 3 


people who . 
the 








equities prevailing at law in every 
other industry. Such contracts say 
in effect: ‘We have no privacies 
which you cannot invade: treat us 
like cattle; boss us like children— 
only give us a°big paycheck at the 
end of the week.’ In the future I 
shall gladly work for less, if by so 
doing I can retain the common de- 
cencies without which the most 
acclaimed job becomes intolerable 
and with which the most humble 
can be carried out with dignity. I 
think the time has come for pro- 
fessional people to reject contracts 
like the one of which Mr. Goldwyn 
has so kindly relieved me.” 


| ‘Command’ Show 











Continued from page 7 jee 


a 
generate the cooperation, Siegel 
said. : 

Show, staged Nov. 29 at the 
Empire theatre, London, raised 


$130,000 for the British equivalent 
of the U. S. Motion Picture Fund. 
Since J. Arthur Rank’s “Scoit of 
the Antarctic” was selected as the 
film this year, 1949 will see an 
American picture at the show. Ac- 
cording to Siegel, considerable 
clamor has already been raised by 
the Britishers to have Bing Crosby, 
Irene Dunne and William Powell 
appear on next year’s slate. 
Siegel, accompanied by Alan 
Ladd and his wife (Sue Caro! ), ar- 
rived Friday (17) aboard the 
America. Ladds left immediately 
for the Coast, where the actor 15S 
scheduled to start work Jan. 3 in 
“After Midnight” for Paramount. 
Joan Caulfield and her mother ar- 
rived Sunday (19) on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam, together with Virginia 
Mayo and her husband, Michael 
O'Shea. Caulfields stay in N. Y. 
for Christmas and are slated to fly 
back to the Coast Saturday (25), 
in time for the actress to start 
work the following day in “Dear 
Witte.” Par’s sequel to “Dear 
Ruth.” Miss Mayo and O’Shea flew 
to the Coast Monday (20). 
Ronald Reagan and Patricia Neal, 
who also appeared in the show, 
Stayed in London, where they re 


| working in “Hasty Heart” for War- 


ners. Myrna Loy, Robert Taylor 
and Elizabeth Taylor also remained 
in London for film work. Billy De- 
Wolfe, who Siegel said was a show- 
stopper at the Command Perform- 
ance, returned to the U. S. 10 days 
ago for a series of vaude dates in 
the east. 
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—_— | 
. NY. Palace Back as Ist |+**** : 
Johnston’s Defense Run With ‘Green Hair’ Clips from Film Row 
Continued from page 2 Palace on Broadway goes into | 
second case that Byrnes’ counsel by name, should be discharged. firstrun policy effective Jan. 12 . wo 


will be proved right or wrong. 
While Johnston favored expell- 


ing the recalcitrant writers and di- | 


rector, his principal attitude in 


presiding at the Waldorf meeting | 


was to get a decision one way or 
the other. There was a great deal 
of wrangling and unwillingness of 
the assembled execs to make up 
their minds. As the MPAA prexy 
testified last week, the company 
toppers were “vacillating. John- 
ston was impatient with them, 
especially when by noon of the sec- 
ond day they were no nearer to a 
decision than when they arrived. 
It was then that he became insist- 
ent and, with the backing of 
Byrnes’ opinion, banged the table 
in favor of affirmative action. 





Award Cole 71G Back Pay; 


Reinstatement by Metro 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Federal Judge Leon Yankwich, 
upholding findings of a Federal 
court jury, ordered Metro to im- 
mediately reinstate Lester Cole to 
his $75,000 year writing job from 
which he’s been suspended on 
ground he violated the morals 
clause of his contract by his con- 
duct before the House un-Ameri- 
can Committee. He also was 
awarded $71,500 back pay. Simul- 
taneously, the judge delivered one 
of the most scathing attacks ever 
heard from a Federal bench on 
Eric Johnston. 

Finding the suspension actually 
a breach of contract on Metro’s 
part, Judge Yankwich ordered the 
board directors to pass a resolution 
cancelling the suspension. How- 
ever, these judgments don’t have 
to be carried out if Loew’s decides 
to appeal. It has 35 days in which 
to decide, with Loew’s attorneys 


Herman Selvin and Irving Walker, ' 


indicating uncertainty. 

Dissecting Johnston’s character, 
Yankwich said the action taken by 
industry heads against the “un- 
friendly 10” was not something 


done by Metro but was “a policy | 


Eric Johnston. sought to have 
adopted at a meeting in July, 1947, 
at which he was not successful. 
Louis B. Mayer at that time stated 
his opposition. 
opposition. E. J. Mannix also 
stated his, when agents of the 
committee sought to have them 
achieve that objective, insisted 
that certain writers, naming Cole 
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He repeated this | 


| Johnston began early in July to 
| seek adoption of a policy that 
would conform to demand that this 
/committee made on a private em- 
ployer to discharge an employe 
who was bound by a contract.’ The 
judge continued that in July, 1947, 
there was no contempt of Congress 
charge against Cole, yet it was 
proposed (by Johnston) that “these 
men be discharged because they 
were suspected of being com- 
munists.” He then dwelt at 
length on the Waldorf-Astoria 
(N. Y.) meeting of Johnston and 
other film -leaders in November, 
1947, at which time action was 
taken against the “Unfriendly 10.” 
Johnston’s ‘High Pressure’ 


“Johnston indicated,” the Judge 
said, “that his high pressure 
methods resulted in an adoption 
of this policy. I was surprised that 
a man employed should have 
talked so contemptuously of his 
employers as he did when he was 
testifying. He said he was ‘tired 
of dealing with people so vacillat- 
ing’ and I was surprised that he 
felt it was his duty to express his 
contempt and disdain. Mayer said 
his assent to decision was given re- 
luctantly . .. notice of suspension 
didn’t designate cause. Alleged 
ground didn’t exist from July to 
October 30 even as a twinkle in the 
eye of M-G-M as a possible ground 
for discharge. It was put in a 
resolution by Johnston Away 
back in July, Johnston had deter- 
mined to accede to request of the 
House Committee that certain per- 
sons, among them Cole, be ‘iis- 
charged.” Judge Yankwich said 
that Mayer, in going along re- 
luctantly with the decision to 
suspend Cole, at first resisted the 
idea that employees should be fired 
for political beliefs, and exhibited 
“pragmatism while Johnston was 
a dogmatic doctrinaire absolutist. 
Mayer represented a better type of 
business man who believes in 
‘Live and Let Live.’ He believes 
that so long as employe lives up to 
contract he doesn’t have to tell 
him what to do.” 

Mayer, as a witness, denied per- 
sonal pesponsibility for Cole’s sus- 
pension. He declared it was done 
at the home office in New York. 

The judge cited fact that both 
Mayer and Mannix challenged the 
iright of Committee investigators to 
‘claim subversive material was be- 
ing put on screen, and how both 


jrefused to fire Cole. “Mayer and | 


Mannix had the view that if you 
have a libertine in your employ 
you are not interested in libertin- 
age as long as he keeps away from 
your daughter. Johnston doesn’t 
believe that life is black and 
shadow. To him life is black and 
white. He is like Cotton Mather 
and Timothy Dwight who de- 
nounced Jefferson as libertine, and 
saw in his election the possibility 
that daughters might be raped on 
streets of the county if Jefferson 
were elected. Johnston believed 
'mere accusation wasn’t enough. 
|More important in this case was 
the sacredness of contract.” 
Attacks No-Work Policy 

| The Court further attacked 
'“adoption of a policy which kept 
Cole out of work for more than 
year” as one which came “not 
from deep conviction of employer 
but policy adopted along with 
/others.” He said case was similar 
'to another contract case he had de- 
jcided years ago in favor of Jetta 
'Goudal against Cecil B. DeMille, 
‘commenting his judgment in that 
| case upheld by the higher courts. 
He said this case, in 1929, was one 
'which Miss Goudal “hurt the ego 
‘of DeMille by saying ‘no’ instead 
of ‘yes’. They kept her on for sev- 
eral weeks until the picture was 
| finished, then fired her.” The judge 
‘said Cole “owes a debt of gratitude 
to Mayer. By his testimony, Mayer 
won the case for Cole even before 
Cole took the witness stand.” After 
concluding the Johnston remarks, 
the jurist praised Mayer “for his 
fine attitude toward a _ pledged 
word. Mayer very forcibly im- 
pressed upon jury that as far as 
he was concerned he would stand 
by contracts, and jury has vindi- 
cated the right of contract by its 
decision. As a judge I must enforce 
the right of contract.” 








2 More Cal. Drive-Ins 
Los Angeles. — 
Drive-In Theatres of America is 
putting up two more houses in the 
Southern California area, one near 
Glandale and the other near Santa 
, Ana, 


with “Boy With Green Hair” as.) 
initial picture. Former big-time 
vaudeville house has tried second- 


NEW YORK 


Herald Pictures signed contract 


dose oe with National Film Distributors 
runs and reissues since abandon- whereby NFD will handle its prod- 
ing its old firstrun film policy uct in U. S. Herald has turned out 


when RKO theatres took back the three Negro films to date. 
| house. | ne 

An unusually heavy campaign ' BOSTON 
will be employed to launch “Boy.” Terry Turner. RKO exploitati 
Pic already has played test dates slo? Udo ce lan ee 
or ag nk Cleveland and several campaign, huddled with Ben Do- 
other keys, and has done strong mingo, RKO Theatres. Picture will 























business, play a limited date at Keith Memo- 
Palace will use usual firstrun rial at advanced scale, continuous 
Broadway scale, with $1.20 for. run. 
weekdays and $1.50 on Saturday- Arthur Howard, head of Af- 
Sunday nights probable. filiated Theatres, Corp., secured 
buying and booking account for 
— ——Si,_ three houses operated by Morris 
Pouzzner 
Par NT Tom Donaldson, district mana- 
9 ger for Eagle Lion in New Eng- 
L———>; Continued from page 3 land, resigned, effective Dec. 1. 
a , ; | No replacement announced. 
co Theatres Corp. of 38 theatres; M i Gowthorpe, who recently 


and the 83-theatre Texas Consol- 
idated Theatres wing of Interstate. 
In all these chains, Par now has a 
50% interest. 

Par is seeking to preserve part- 
nerships in 236 theatres because it 
claims a relationship sprung up 
from the “fortuitous results of 
bankruptcies.’’ Company is quoting 
the language of the U. S. Supreme 
Court which said any ties arising 
out of past insolvencies of a major 
were exempt from divestiture. It 
lists another 97 as houses in which 
the outside partner holds less than 
5% of the stock and asks that these 
also be declared free from ax- 
ing. Another 36 houses are listed 


resigned as executive in Para- 
mount theatre department, named 
head of Butterfield Circuit in 
Michigan. He takes over active di- 
rection of about 125 theatres in 37 
upstate cities, Jan. 1. 


ST. LOUIS 


Construction is near completion 
on new 800-seater in East St. Louis 
that replaces the 40th Street house 
destroyed by fire in 1945. Frisina 
Amus. Co. purchased the site from 
Dr. George J. Hobbs, former own- 
er of destroyed house, and will bdp- 
erate it. 

Fox-St. Louis Properties, owner 
of Will Fox theatre, declared $1 


cs : P dividend on preferred stock. 
as being strictly investments by William Emas_ switched from 
outside interests and hence, ex- booking staff of Columbia’s ex- 
empt. change here to Monogram, where 


Included in the 622 theatres he also will be on booking staff. 
heading for the axe are 110 houses Michael J Comer, former 
of the Butterfield circuit. Par will branch manager for Monogram in 
sell its interests in this circuit, it po gee ond joined Eagle Lion 
was announced in court, but must ay os M. Sex wit this Post 
have additional time since it has 460-sen es a = ; oe 
: : -seater in Brookport, Ill. to 
three separate estates of deceased Freq Whitten of that city. 
tet deal sor a has Film row is showing interest in 
Nove a e sean set deadline for recently opened cuffo film service 
ovember, , 


In this respect, RKO’s consent effect it may have on trade at 
decree gives it the same date to local houses. Free pix service al- 
get out of the Butterfield chain. !ows organized adult groups te 
Par’s interests vary from 25%-33% | borrow the 16m films for shewing 


| while RKO’s slice is from 10° to in the city, without cost, if no ad- 
250%. | mish is charged. 


Buffalo theatre pool, Par and MINNEAPOLIS 


Loew’s participating, will be ended ; =a E 
Feb. 28, 1949, court was advised.| Bennie Berger to visit Palestine 
‘Par gives up its rights to seven| next summer. 

houses and gets back five others. | Joe Prill resigned as 
Loew’s takes the seven plus a serv- | Artists’ South Dakota salesman to 


ice contract of Vincent McFaul, | 'U® his theatre at Ashley, N. D. 
| present circuit heack After four weeks in Arizona to 


|recuperate from his nervous 
Par Dropped 10G Since 46 | breakdown, “Hy” Chapman back 
Par disclosed that it had dropped on job as Columbia branch man- 
its interest in some 106 partner- ager. : ; 
‘ship theatres since the June 11, . Booth operators’ union here 
| 1946, opinion of the statutory court. turned down independent exhibi- 
“Far from being engaged in any ex. | (ors 7 4 5% pay boost ee 
| pansfon, Paramount circuits are ac- ay $1 y 1048 contract expired, 
‘tually contracting,” the court was ‘°,~°°,??: . 
, told. | 


Sole circuit which is not covered 
‘by 20th’s stipulation with the D of J 
is the Evergreen chain in Washing- salesman and branch manager, 
_ton and Oregon. On this 36-the- Jack Cohan has resigned to go into | 
atre circuit, 20th insists that it be non-theatrical business. 
preserved as is while the Govern- _ Boulevard, W. R. Frank circuit 
ment wants it broken up with the house, latest to obtain 28 - day | 
others. Claim of 20th is that the clearance. | 
partnership arose out of company’s The Search,” after long Loop | 
bankruptcy in 1932 and that only ray tg tone fd oe Sees. 

_* c a “anson ¢ ‘ reen- | 
one ee at cae aan baer blatt, RKO division and district | 
potential exhib. Latter owns © managers, respectively, here for 
in a holding company which has Ned Depinet drive meeting | 

. ° ° Roz 7 rd 4 
four stockholders and controls 55°0 ~~ Robert O'Donnell, Monogram 
NT has the other homeoffice rep, here to set up new | 
availability system. 

“Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch 
manager on leave of absence, to 
Arizona for heaith. 

, “Street Corner” returning to 
Welworth circuit in North Dakota 
after successful second-run road- 
d showing here. 


PITTSBURGH 


special ‘“‘Macbeth” exploitation. 


of the group. 
45° interest. 


20th in Red 


ae Continued from page 5 

















foreign revenues—generally figure 
for 20th at 30° of domestic gross- 
es—would make up the difference. 


Henderson pointed out that aver- Al Wheeler, formerly with 
age cost per-pic was $2,328,500 Screen Guild in Boston, joined UA 


against $1,350,600 on films released as a salesman; replaces veteran | 
during the 1944-45 season. For the Dave Brown, recently resigned. 
‘year of '47, domestic distrib grosses Allied MPTO of Western Penn- 
for 20th came to $53,618,400, Hen- Sylvania will hold annual conven- 
derson said. This would include tion at William Penn hotel, Feb. 
many pix released in '46 since part 21-22. 

Keyhan, 


bade Byron (Buzz) ex-Col 
Is would accrue in : : : 
A pred po a ould salesman here, appointed special 


o : sales rep for Screen Guild to cover 

Of the $53,518,400 which 20th 52° a Guild t 
| garnered in '47, Henderson showed Philedelphia al aaa and 
| that 36.8°> came ¥ a in Valley theatre Svacheuridne 
Big Five affiliate ouses. Para- . "Ww. = ’ 
| mount affiliates paid $7,128,215 or | Sold to Wallace McKitten by Jo- 


, seph Cevario. 


tres, 20th’s subsid, $6,224,993 ot won WB showmanship award for 
11.6%; RKO, $3,190,028 or 5.9°O; house pilots in this zone for third 


Warner Bros., $1,862,054 or 3.5%; consecutive year. 
land Loew's, $1,356,397 or 2.5%0. =! 


|at St. Louis Library to see what | 


| 
United 


Ed. Benjamin, former 20th-Fox | 
'exploiteer, set by Republic to do! 


After 21 years with 20th-Fox as | 


| Altoona drive-in for Blatt Bros., 
‘now in charge of their house at 
Corry. 

Mannie Youngerman, former 
RKO salesman in _ Philadelphia, 
joined Eagle Lion sales staff, cov- 
|ering Erie territory. 

Michael Halm transferred Marsh 
| theatre, Wheeling, to Frank Slavik. 
Latter formerly was _ associated 
with Walter B. Urling’s Alpine cir- 
cult. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Construction started on Coronet, 
San Francisco Theatres’  1,800- 
seater on Geary Boulevard, will 
have a 200-seat separate TV room. 
Likely will be the first theatre in 
this area to offer special television 
facilities 

Nate Krevitz resigned as public- 
ity director for North Coast the- 
atres; succeeded by Graham Kis- 
lingbury. Krevitz moves over to 
be a district manager for Blumen- 
feld theatres. 

ALBANY 

Exchange area here raised about 
|$8,.275 for Will Rogers Memorial 
Hospital at Sarana¢ Lake. Drive 
was climaxed by a dance and draw- 
ing for 25. prizes at Ten Eyck hotel. 

George Reif transferred by Uni- 
versal from New Haven to Albany 


| 


as salesman; succeeds John Ru- 
bach, resigned. 
Upstate Theatres, Inc., now 


booking and buying for the Em- 
pire, Glen Falls, which Donald 
Sleight has leased. Schine circuit 
did not renew its lease on one- 
time legitimate theatre. 

Andy Roy, manager of Stanley 
| at Utica for the last six years, pro- 
moted to Utica city manager for 
Warners. He supervises the Avon 
and Utica in addition to directing 
the Stanley. 











New York Theatres 


















| i. TOO BIG FOR ONE THEATRE 2p 
y 


JOANorARC 
INGRID BERGMAN: 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR 


CAST Of THOUSANDS with JOSE PERPER 
FRANCIS L. SULLIVAN + J. CARROL NAISH 
ARD BOND - SHEPPERD STRUOWICK + HURD 
MATPIELD + GENE LOCKHART + JOHN EmeRY 
GEORGE COULOURIS + JOHN IRELAND ond 
CECIL KELLAWAY +. besed upen the 
stage ploy Joan of Lorraine’ by 
MARWELE ANDERSON 
Screen Play by MAXWELL 
ANDERSON end ANDREW 
SOLT + Art Direction by 









| 
| 








COWTINUOUS RESERVED 





AT THE RICHARO DAY SEATS AT THE 
| VICTORIA) scsr.ccreres. | FULTON 
| f B'war at dom si Produced by WALTER WANGER | 4m STW. of Bomar 
| 7 SHOWS Dwected by VICIOR FLEMING | MATS. $1.80 


Prevented by SIERRA PICTURES, Inc 
teleosed by RKO RADIO PrCTURES 


| 


DANY EVES. $27 40 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— 


Rockefeller Center 


“WORDS AND MUSIC” 


JUNE ALLYSON - PERRY COMO - jUDY 
GARLAND - LENA HORNE - GENE KELLY 
MICKEY ROONEY - ANN SOTHERN 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


THE GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 
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re leface 
si 
DARAMOUNT 
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TYRONE POWER - GENE TIERNEY 
"THAT WONDERFUL URGE' 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
On Ice Stage- BARBARA ANN SCOTT 


Olympic Champion Figure Skater! 


in “WINTER CARNIVAL” 
Plus—BIG STAGE SHOW 


_——R Oo X Y ne 


OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
the Sna ke I it 
ce ay SN 


FIVOLI 


















Married 
Tom Bello, Jr., who managed the eeesecet CAPITOL: :z:. 
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Wednesday, December 22, 1949 


Hanna’s Misgivings on UNESCO 
Radio Parlay; Nixes ‘World Network 


| © 


l 
among UNESCO nations of the 


'PIEL’S MINNY OPERAS necessity for world-wide mass 
ROLL AS AFM SIGNS) communication by radio of educs 


| Piel Brewing Co. had a vocal | formation to the people of all na. 
quartet and seven-piece combo tions, Michael R. Hanna. U. S. ra. 

: a < a eeeadiies dio representative and adviser to 
/ready for action In tne recording | WNESCO, has returned from Paris 
studios of WOR, N. Y., on Monday! and Beirut conferences with mie. 


22 RADIO 


eatter Shift Being Mulled as First | 
Step in MBS Nighttime Reshuffle — 


With Gabriel Heatter  solidly* 











Ithaca, Dec. 2}. ‘ 
In spite of general agreement 








sewed up in an exclusive five-year 9 
radio and tele pact, Mutual web is Happy Now? 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


weighing plans to shift him from’ 
the 9 p.m. slot he has held since All is peaceful again on the 5s ge 
1937 into an earlier bracket, seine Al Jolson-Eddie Cantor-Larry LER aA 
ably 7:30 p.m. Such a move woul¢ 2arks front. After turnin - 

be the first step in a general re- et Jolson for a guest shot MERRY CHRISTMAS 
shuffling of Mutual's nighttime pro- in his Music Hall because he from the receptionist 
gram lineup. “didn't want to spoil the il- and all your friends at 











The pi ojected switch 1s a com lusion, Jolie : other — KLZ, Denver. (20) as word of the signing of the givings as to the general suc. 
ated maneit nvolving m; sarks, accepted a gue g with a ~ eet ke as oF ee ‘i 
plicated maneuver Invol id many os = T “¢ , re gm on agreement ending the transcription cess of what he termed “an ey. 
loose ends and the network's pro antor lat pu 1€ cellent 1949 program.”’ 
gram toppers have put it at the top| Jolson who let know his hurt » © ban was awaited. Hanna, general m 
. het : 7 fed : , ‘ - i a, - ra nNanager o 
pei agenda, or one ining eis o bt vided Loyalty “te ‘pscs wit» american reders| Manns, fameal, Manas th 
satter’s evening show is share How it worked out is their Ausicians as inked at act a : : 
Heatter evening show i lared ) I tion of Musicians was inked 4 and WHCU-FM, Ithaca, N.Y. ang 


by three sponsors—Serutan, Noxe own story but instead cf guest- 3 pm. and a short time later the 
ma and Kreml. Thus three separate ing with Cantor, Parks will do 

agencies must be consulted—Erwin a spot with Jolson Jan. 6 and 
Wasey. Roy Durstine, Sullivan Joley will call on Cantor the 
Stauffer. Colwell & Bayles. Sec- next night. That makes every- 


ondly. MBS is not certain of how 


director of District 2 


. 7 _ N \B Was 

quartet was rough-cutting the first U. S. representative at the Pp 
‘ ’ . ‘ J ar} 
one-minute operas se 


* 

A Harris Poser Sage te singing UNESCO Radio Programme Com. 
the praises of “Piel’s Light Beer cign Conference, and advise: to the 
of Broadway fame.” Disks were the yy gs delegation to the senses 

, &. genera 


There's a question of divided frst singing commercials cut le- UNESCO conference at Beirut. Le 


many of its affiliates would be 
able to clear the 7:30 time seg- 
ment, or its equivalent in their 
zone, if Heatter were shifted into 
the earlier slot. 

High-power Publicity Campaign 

As for the Heatter listeners who 
may be lost in the time shuffle, the 
network feels it can reduce such 
confusion to a minimum by break- 
ing a high-powered publicity cam- 
paign when the switch oceurs, with 
the dual object of beating the 
drums for Heatter and underlining 
the time change. 

The decision to shift the show 
stems from the last MBS board 


body happy all over again. 








Soap Operas Stil 
Ride High Despite 
New Competition 


Despite the almost wholesale 
excursion of nighttime personali- 
ties and variety-slanted formats 
into the daytime radio picture, the 


loyalty that poses quite a problem 
for Phil Harris, now that his Sun- 
day show is scheduled for a two- 
network ride after the first of the 
vear. 

On the one hand, Harris, as part 
of the Jack Benny layout for 
Lucky Strike, will be fighting it 
out on the Columbia front in op- 
position to NBC's Horace Heidt 
program. At 7:30 his Rexall show 
is NBC’s property, when he’s pitted 
against CBS’ Amos ’n’ Andy. Then 
at 8:30 the transcribed repeat goes 
on CBS, when he’s again matching 
Hoopers with the NBC opposition 

Meanwhile, the trade’s wonder- 


gally since Petrillo put the lid on 
a year ago. 


BMB Cites 68 





New Members 
As Trade's OK 


In indirect rebuttal of recent in- 


banon. 


Acceptance of the American pro- 
posal that the radio commission of 
the UN group be essentially a pro- 
gram producing agency, rather 
than merely a “clearing house” for 
such material, may be implement- 
ed only in the democracies, Hanna 
said. 

Support for the “clearing house” 
idea which came from _s several 
countries, among which were Hun- 
gary and Czechoslovakia. “Iron 
Curtain” countries, he interpreted 
as indicating a desire to obtain all 
possible information, but with 
reservations as to whether and how 


wer eh’s directors ing how the Harris “bicycle rou- dustry potshots, Broadcast Meas- ' 
martnd. Waen the were mareesees soap operas are perhaps more sol- tine” will resolve itself. for with au .,_, it might be put to use within their 
agreed that it would be smart to jq)y t ‘hed today th hev'v rea? sbelenes lee B urement Bureat has released its ina 
bven Mutual's evening schedule by |... entrenched today than they ve | the Benny at 7 show originating : ” boundaries. 

CN eee eee eer, | Seen SUC POSES. from a CBS studio and his imme-, !@test subscriber figures as evi- Inadequate Budget 


spending more money and lining 
up bigger and better names. The 
feeling is that Heatter will retain 


a solid Hooper wherever he’s spot- 


ted, so there’s nothing to be lost 
by moving his show up. 


Whereas last year and the year 
before the Top 10 daytime Hoopers 
included at least three or four 
shows of the non-soap opera pat- 
tern, the newest tallies show Arthur 


diately-following Rexall show com- 
ing out of the NBC studios, the 
burden falls on the scripters to 
jeither write Harris out of the lat- 
ter part of the Benny show or the 


dence that the stations themselves 
approve on the whole of the bu- 
reau’s operation. 

Total of BMB subscribers as of, 
mid-December was 774, an increase 


A proposal that UNESCO estab- 
lish a “World Network” to assure 
universal broadcasts of its pro- 
gram was shelved in favor of 
Hanna’s arguments for making the 


On the other hand, Mutual execs Godfrey alone in competition with | early part of his own show. best possible use of existing broad- ™ 
believ» that with the 9-9:15 p.m. the old standbys. And with a little extra push on of 68 since the last tally in July. casting facilities. He noted the 
nated tn oes 2 The trend (or lack of one) is those bicycle pedals, Harris, it’s, A bureau spokesman pointed out inadequacy of the UNESCO budget 
‘a ‘ . considered significant in terms of figured, can get home from his, that at a comparable period before for so large and expensive an op- 





‘Spade’ Won'tMove 


daytime radio vs. bigtime televi- 
sion. More and more air person- 
alities are of the opinion that in 
the upcoming’ era when TV will 


NBC show in time to hear how he 
sounded when CBS goes on with 
the transcribed playback at 8:30. 





BMB’s Study Number One was is- 
sued only 580 stations had sub- 
scribed. 


The current BMB subscription 


eration as the construction § and 
staffing of a “World Network.” the 
waste in duplicating existing fa- 
cilities, and the disadvantages such 
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Keyboard Virtuoso Drops 
256 Suit Vs. Schubert 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Concert pianist Tilli Dieterle has 
abandoned her threatened = suit 





same formula in a bid to duplicate | 
the feat. 


In the current wholesale reshuf- 
fling of web sustainers, “Philip! 
Marlowe.” 
Sunday night 8:30 to make room 
for the Phil Harris-Alice Faye 
transcribed repeat of their NBC 


which moves out of, 


sound radio set output. 

Total set production, both video 
and radio during November, was 
1,116,127 units. Total for the first 
11 months of the year was 12,894.- 
805 units, of which 10.79,432 sets 
were AM, 1,389,720 were FM-AM, 
and 705,653 were television. 














| 


Leon Levy, founded the station 
26 years ago, and have been ac-. 
tively in control ever since. Two 
years ago, when the Philadelphia 
Bulletin bought out J. David Stern. | 
joint owner of both WCAU and the, 
morning daily, the Record, the | 
Levys were retained to manage the | 





has a full hour—from 7:30 (Benny 
signoff time) to 8:30—to maneuvel 
the several-block distance from 
NBC to CBS studios in Hollywood. 

Meanwhile NBC plans_ putting 
the new Dean Martin-Jerry Lew’ 
comedy show, now being built 00 
the Coast by web production staf- 





dominate the nighttime picture, ° list breaks down into 626 AM sta- a network would encounter in at- 

F the non-video guys will have to AM Production Down As tions, 127 FM and 13 tele, plus the | tempting to reach mass audiences 

rom un ay a find a haven in daytime radio. But four major networks and four re-|in competition with established 
indications. on the basis of the| November TV Set Output gional webs. The bureau expects /state-owned and commercial broad- th 

“Sunday Night on CBS,” the No. Hoopers, are that the average | the usual rush of last-minute sub-| casting facilities. 
1 refrain of the year in radio, takes housewife, conditioned to more | Ups 287, Over October seribers. Among the recommendations ap- ch 
on still a new complexion after the than a deeade’ of listening habit, | Oo BMB also disclosed the member- proved by the radio program com- Wi 
first of the year. From all indica- prefers her weepers over all other Washington, Dec. 21. ship of its new engineering ad-' mission and the UNESCO General in 
tions Wildroot, sponsors of “Sam Programming. | Television set production § by | visory committee, set up to clarify (Continued on page 34) Wi 
Spade,” present occupant of the! Here’s the Dec. 18 Top 10 line- | Radio Manufacturers Assn. mem-j| the confused nighttime measure- il pl 
8 o'clock segment, has had a up: | bers exceeded 122,000 units during | ment situation. R. V. Howard, of N 
change of mind and refuses to Ma Perkins.........°.... 78 | November, bringing the first 11 the National Assn. of Broadcasters | : - tit 
budge the program from the spot, Stella Dallas............ 74 months output to over 705,000. The | engineering staff, is chairman. | ay iguring ll in 
although Columbia has offered to. Big Sister... ........... 72 (month's turnout was 28° over | Other members are Neal McNaugh- | 

bracket it with “Suspense” in the When ‘a Girl Marries... 74 October and was at a rate four|ton, NAB; William Duttera, NBC; sh 
; Thursday night big-rating crime Portia Faces Life......... 71  ~| times that of January. RMA ac-| Earl C. Johnson, MBS; William | st 
i parlay. Backstage Wife........... 7.0 counts for approximately 90% of Lodge, CBS, and Frank Marks, | n eval Ww 
That means that the transcribed | Our Gal Sunday...... "79 | the industry. ABC. ' e W 
playback on CBS of Rexall’s Phil) arthur Godfrey 70 | November output brought total ; bd th 
Harris-Alice Faye show (which) Right to Happiness. iis al 70 video set production since the war | NBC is still in the process of W 
continues live on NBC until at) Rocemarv eae ae 69  t 890,700 units, RMA said, and it | Le Re . D : 1Th t trying to set its Sunday house in h. 
least Feb. 20) which had _ been| Youn “Widder Brow aie: 6.7 / indicated that there will be 1.000.- | vy os. In enla a order, at least for the duration a 

planned for the 8 o'clock time, B ” , 000 receivers off the assembly lines | Th ° | of the °48-'49 season. Primary com 
must go in at 8:30, following ' by end of the year. ey Plan Pulling Out cern is the 8:30 p.m. period, which b 
“Spade.” That doesn’t sit too well | ° Despite two holidays in the | . ‘ . Fred Allen is vacating to move up y 
— CBS execs, since it means CBS Switches Programs, /month, November output of com- Of Philadelphia Radio a half-hour. ' : t th 
reaking up the sustained comedy | . . | bination FM-AM sets was near the Favorite candidate for the slo ea 
sequencing originally blueprinted, Hoping That Crime Will ‘October level while straight AM Philadelphia, Dec. 21. |at the moment is Dennis Day. Ww 
starting with Jack Benny at 7 and | . set production continued a down-| Reports that the Levy Bros. were — a show is NRC heard CO 
continuing with Amos 'n’ Andy at “ |ward trend. The month’s FM-AM | retiring and endi i Saturday nights at 10. NBC exec: pe 
7:30. Pay Saturday Night, To0| receiver output totaled 166,701 ee ae rm po $5 acai are huddling with agency and m. 
NBC meanwhile has high hopes! Now that Thursday night is pay- 5¢&S a8 compared with 170,086 in | liladelphia radio) clients reps on the possibility of # Sa 
of continuing the Rexall show: : i — doe pa) | October. Newember AM set pro- | “ere denied by I. D. Levy, vice switchover. Like Phil Harris. that m: 
straight through the season, with | ing off for CBS with its high-rated | duction was 827,122 sets, compared | president and general counsel of | would give Day a two-web Sunday an 
: both networks fighting it out on @dventure stuff. the network is | with 869,076 the previous months. WCAU and WCAU-TV ride, since he's also an_ intestal de 

the BBD&O agency front. grooving Saturday night into the | For the first time, FM-AM produc- | «jxe” Ley d hi b part of the Jack Benny CBS pack 
tion accounted for one-fifth of total y and his brother, Dr. | age. Unlike Harris, however. Day “n 


against ee Schubert, pack-' show, is getting the Saturday night radio station, and Dr. Leon Levy| fers Tom McCray and Bob Adams 
ager of ° Your Lucky Strike.” 8:30 period. That will permit for | | continued in his post | eld Y | into the Sunday night 10:30 period 
Windup was reported amicable, a three-way sequencing of ‘‘Mar- MC Chai ! ; pon OS Seem ent. | i “ace Heidt, 
without a payoff laws.” “Glenaheahecs™ al Bg FCC Chairman Rumors have been current lately | Deine vacated by parees Ry Pa 
: - . = i ; ‘ < e ba ae : A . ee . 4 
ig Keyboard virtuoso, miffed be- Basil Rathbone crime show. Wavne Cov prow = Levys were pulling out, |“ 7 Se oe Benny Fe cle she 
cause another pianist appeared on Sievinh ok “ia i Lamia tke ay O07 eva. 2g ngs at the station! A ° aft 
: ir s » -” name - a , _— elieved” jer it | 
i the CBS air show under her name. the Saturday 10 to 11 p.m. slot re- calls “early next id See ee Colgate Taking Its Time bid 
i ra retained counsel to press ac- sults in shifting of “Pays to Be. - i a Bre 
yt on for $25,000 ren _ ee night 10:30; “1949 the Year of UAW p D On Spot Pact Renew s me 
if ollowing Lum ‘n’ Abner. St , i i 
' ‘ ° - ; ; 2 or) | j < s and station " 
ABC Sets Berlin Stor When Goodman and Jane Ace. Decision reems et. ation Agencies, stations inc S$ out bro 
; é “agar pee reps are reportedly waiting ’ 
agin return from a Florida vacation and | . . De‘roit, Dec. 21. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet's renewal 4 
ABC web's documentary on the go on sustaining, they'll be given ” 9 | WDET-FM, owned and operated | of spot time acts for next yeal: wa 
German occupation, “The Berlin, the Tuesday night 10:30 time, with an importent feature in the by the UAW (CIO) was formally | Possibly the wi est buyer of spol an 
Story,” will be aired Jan. 10, from the Morey Amsterdam show, now : P | dedicated Saturday (18). On hand) radio Mew for = “mons products. Sh 
9to 10pm. Sixth in the network’s heard in that segment, moving into 43d Anniversary Number || for the ceremonies were Gov--elect | Colgate habit ally oll : its spot re 
series, the show is being prepared Saturday at 7. preceding the G. Mennen Williams, of Michigan, | contracts smeaal tia holiday sen: list 
under the direction of Robert Sau- Vaughn Monroe program _ for of and Walter P. Reuther, UAW con put ‘na holds off lon _ 
dek, ABC's public affairs veepee. Camel. Saturday at 7 has been | (CIO) president. enow . 0 ak "ote 7" s fidget # - 
Cast will include William L.| occupied by the CBS-built “My VARIETY | Mh noe ca CCC! Wi 
Shirer in a sequence based on his Favorite Husband,” which General ‘in the trv . ~ — Is che 
: “Sarre os | . | country. Regular programs; Indications are that the renew4 j 
own prewar experience as a news- Foods is picking up for Friday! Due Soon will , : teal ‘ 4 - al 
‘ ill not be broadcast until next! will come through with no impo 
man in the.German capital. night as replacement for the Aces. | month. jtant changes. 
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TALENT CLAIMS PUFF BRUSHOFF 








~ Hooper Top 15 and Opposition | AE SENT ACCENT JWT May Lose $3,000,000 in Billings 


(Dec. 18) 
Total 
Sponsored Network Network 
Program Rating Competition Competit’n 
ack Benny ......-. 27.1 ONC AME. 655s 5:5 
Jac Sherlock Holmes ...... 59 
Lux Radio Theatre 24.8 Gabriel Heatter ca oe 12.7 
‘ Johns-Manville News ... 3.3 
Telephone Hour sg? | 
Dr. I. Q 9.0 - 
Fibber & Molly...... 22.6 Erwin D. Cankam 1.7 10.0 
Johns-Manville News aS 
ers recrr 21.7 Town Meeting 4.0 173 
Bob Hope We, the People ........ 98 
Gabriel Heatter 44 
Walter Winchell 20.2 Electric Theatre 8.4 21.2 
Man. Merry-Go-Round 10.2 
Phil Harris-Alice Faye 19.7 Carnegie Hall 3.5 20.5 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 13.3 : 
Behind the Front Page 3.7 ar 
Talent Scouts ...... 19.4 Railroad Hour 48 13.4 
Voice of Firestone 6.5 
My Friend Irma bh Ae Arthur Gaeth 1.9 10.7 
: Fish and Hunt Club 2.0 
Contented Program 6.2 
Bing Crosby .....-- 17.7 Big Story 10.6 15.8 
Edgar Bergen ....... 17.7 Stop Music (Smith Bros.) 14.6 28.2 
Stop Music (Eversharp). 17.1 
Gam SOAGe «5.52 ete wns 8.8 
Stop Music ica oe Sam Spade ....ccce.-- 88 26.2 
(Avge. of Spensored Pds.) Edgar Bergen .....cce-- 17.7 
Prea AUGH .« ...400 086s 14.3 
Duffy's Tavern ...... 16.9 Milton Berle .......... 9.7 20.3 
Your Song and Mine 6.3 
Gabriel Heatter ....... 5.2 picks 
Mr. District Attorney 16.1 Groucho Marx 9.1 18.0 
Harvest of Stars «Des 
Johns-Manville News.... 3.3 en 
Horace Heidt ...... 16.0 Jimmie Fidler 4.8 13.8 
Dennis Day ........ 15.8 Whiz Quiz 5.4 13.1 











NBC Will Foil Raiders with House 


Shows That Are 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

We're going to build our own, 
the kind they can’t steal. 

Tom McCray, NBC’s program 
chief, didn’t say that but there 
was no question that it was loiter- 
ing in his attic when he gave out 
with the net’s future programming 
plans on his arrival here from 
New York to set up the Dean Mar- 
tin-Jerry Lewis act for early air- 
ing 

“We're going to get back to 
showmanship,” said McCray, ‘‘and 
start building our own’ shows 
with fresh talent and new ideas. 
We're on the prowl for anything 





Nailed to the Network 





Hal Kanter 
Picks the Radio Critics Apart in 


“The Naked and the 
Deaf”’ 


a bright piece in 
the forthcoming 


43d Anniversary Number 


of 





that has a new approach and once 
we get them they'll be ours—to 
have and to hold—(with a heavy 
accent on the last word).” 


McCray admits the network has 
been lagging on house jobs but 
will more than make up for it in 
the months to come.e The eyes and 
ears of his department, east and 
west, will be especially alerted for 
comedy, variety and dramatic and 
perhaps, after an FCC ruling is 
made, on giveaways. However, | 
Says McCray, we'll use only legiti- | 
mate means to promote our shows 
and not depend on loot and plun- 
der to buy audiences. 

7 McCray’s idea of something 
new and fresh” are Martin and 
(Continued on page 34) 


NBC, in Quest of Bergen 
Successor, Will ‘Sneak’ 
Winchell In Guest Series 


a has pacted ventriloquist 
Paul Winchell for a series of guest 
Shots on the Jane Pickens Sunday 
e‘ternoon show in what is seen as a 
id on the part of the network to 
groom an Edgar Bergen successor. | 
atter checks out of radio. at least 


until next Season, after the Dec. 26 
broadcast. 


winenenell is already costarred 
wi 1 Dunninger on the Bigelow- 
nored television show on NBC. 
pro he capture the fancy of a 
lista’, @Bment of the Sabbath 
Stening audience, it’s considered 
Probable that NBC will dangle a 
permanent berth on the web for 
aa own radio show. Win- 
e jitarte on the Pickens show 





Jan 


| Husband,”’) 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 











No De-Emphasis 
On House-Built 
CBS Shows Seen 


Now that it has sold still another 
house-built show (‘My Favorite 
which was purchased 
last week by General Foods, there 


will be no CBS de-emphasis on 
creative programming, despite 


board chairman William S. Paley’s 
current star-grabbing binge. 

On the basis of present activity. 
the Columbia programming mill 
will probably be turning them out 

(Continued on page 34) 


Mansfield’s New Deal 


Irving Mansfield is checking off 
ihe “Arthur Godfrey Talent Scout” 
show as producer, under terms of 
a new seven-year deal he’s worked 
out with CBS. 


Mansfield, who conceived 
“Seouts” for the web, will be at 
liberty to develop new program- 


ming for the web under the new 
contract. He's currently at work 
on a new Morey Amsterdam Show 
for TV and auditioning a cross-the- 
board daytime variety program for 
ipotential Philip Morris sponsorship. 





UN BENNY, HE 


What 
pass. A 


to 
per- 


feared has 


lot of the 
sonalities on the 
ing to the 
directed at 
the current 
maneuvers 
out 


Was come 


top-budget 
networks, react 
major being 
the stars involved in 
wave of capital gains 
starting to holler 
claiming they and their 
suffering because of in- 
promotion 


emphasis 


are 
loud 
shows are 
sufficient 

The feeling among these 
is that they’re getting the brushoff 
while the promotional spotlight is 
being directed toward the “chosen 
few.” In the wake of reports that 


Stars 


CBS was prepared to engage in an | 


all-out promotional - exploitation - 
publicity soiree to launch Jack 
Benny (some sources say the web 
is plunking down up to $200,000 to 
identify Benny with Columbia). 
some of the other web headliners 
and their agencies have been 
chiming in with a “what about us?” 
However, the beefs apparently 
aren’t limited to CBS personalities 
for one of the major NBC stars 


Many a Benny 


As part of CBS’ Jack Benny 
buildup, the comedian practi- 
cally circuits the Columbia 
kilocycles next week in a suc- 
cession of guest shots as a prel- 
ude to his offical preem Jan. 2. 

Already lined up are appear- 
ances on “Lux Radio Theatre,” 
Monday (7), and on “We, the 
People,” the following night. 
On Wednesday, he joins Bob 
Crosby on the “Club 15” show 
and then goes over to “Sus- 
pense” on Thursday night. On 
New Year’s Day, Benny is 
slated to take a bow between 
halves of the Rose Bow! Game, 
which CBS will air, and he'll 
be piped in to “Sing It Again” 
that night. 








whose rating has tobogganed this 
season has been yelling at the net- 
work, ascribing the Hooper dip to 
a lack of proper promotion. 
The bombardment of 
plug announcements’ over 


station 


of Horace Heidt as successor to 
Benny, with the triphammered 
identification of 7 o’clock Sunday 
as “the No. 1 spot on radio,”’ hasn't 
exactiy tended to salve the feelings 
of other topflight web  personali- 
ties. By the same token, the mul- 
tiple day and night CBS station 


break plugs to bally the Benny 
moveover isn’t resting too well 


with other network artists who feel 
a more equitable distribution of 
such plugging on a _ year-round 
basis is the real answer to Hooper 
advances. 

The checkout of the General 
Electric cross - the - board ‘House 
Party” daytime show from CBS to 
ABC is said to have been moti- 
vated by the feeling of the agency 
and the client that the program 
wasn’t the kind of promotion it de- 
served, with ABC giving assurance 
of paving closer attention to such 
activity. 

The publicity departments argue 


that they're doing everything with- | 


in reason and budget to meet the 
deinands of ail the talent, but that 
limited coin curtails them. 











Benny’s Mix-Master 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Jack Benny is so fired up on 

maintaining the high quality of 

the technical end of his broad- 


cast when he moves to CBS, 
Jan. 2, that he’s taking with 


him the NBC engineer, George 
Foster, who has been monitor- 
ing his shows for years. Trans- 
fer required a diplomatic coup 
by Columbia's William S. Paley 
as two unions were involved. 
Just to make sure that every 

thing will be in shipshape for 
his CBS inaugural, Benny is 
having a “dry run” of his pro- 
gram Dec. 22 before an audi- 
ence in the 400-seat studio B. 
His NBC studio seated 350. 


NBC | 
| stations trailerizing the showcasing 


}] It Allen, Jolson Follow Bergen Exit 





Lloyd Lewis 


wants to know 


“dre Radio Ams 
Riding for a Fall” 
* * * 


one of the many 
interesting features in the upcoming 


L3d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Due Seon 


Benny s Hooper 


Keeping CBS 
Paley Hopping 


ahead of Jack Benny 
1 Hooper spot in the 











Forging 

No 
ratings is attributed 
to the manner 
the nation’s press has been front- 
paging the comedian’s NBC-CBS 
capital gains switch. Benny has 
copped a 27.1 in the Dec. 18 tallies, 
more than three points ahead of 
his nearest cempetitor, ‘““Lux Radio 
Theatre.” 

Problem now is for Columbia’s 
board chairman William S. Paley 
to keep Benny batting ’em out, for 
under the new contractual layout 
the CBS boss man will have to 
dish out the coin to the tune of 
$3,000 for every point under last 

(Continued on page 34) 


‘SHERLOCK’ WANTS NO 
PART OF BENNY, HEIDT 


Mutual's “Sherlock Holmes” 
does a vanishing act from the 
web’s Sunday night at 7 period to 


into the 


new in large 


measure 


reappear Mondays at 8.30 p.m. 
starting Jan. 3. Reason for the 


switch is no mystery—after Jan. 2 
“Holmes” would have been up 
against Jack Benny on CBS and 
Horace Heidt on NBC. Those odds 


were a little too much for the 
sponsor, Trimount Clothes. 
In its new Monday night slot 


“Holmes” will replace the ‘“Case- 
book of Gregory Hood" su.tainer, 
which is to be reskedded at a time 
to be announced later by MBS. 


in which | 


If Fred Allen Al 
carry out their threat and follow in 
the 


scramming 


and Jolson 


footsteps of Edgar Bergen by 


of radio, it witl 


the 


sustained 


out 
most 
by J 


years 


come as one of stageger- 


ing blows Walter 


Thompson in many 
that all 


volved 


[It so happens of the 


personalities in 
sored by JWT clients 
Brands 


Bergen 


are 


with Stand- 


spon- 


ard having carried the 
Ford Dealers pick- 
Allen and Kraft 
bankrolling Jolson All told it 
add to annual bill- 


ings loss in excess of $3,000,000 


stanza 
ing up the tab for 





would up an 


| 
Peculiar aspect is how the tides 


of fortune have shifted within the 


space of a yeal At the beginning 
of ‘48, JWT was riding wide and 
handsome, boasting four top- 
budgeted shows in the Hooper 
First 15. These included Jolson’s 
Kraft Music Hall and Bergen and 
Allen, along with Lux Radio The- 
atre. On tke recent Hoopers, all 
but Lux vanished from the “‘pre- 
ferred list,’ although Bergen did 
edge back into the “charmed cir- 
cle’ in the latest tallies. 


Philip Morris Dickering 
For New Cross-Board 
Daytime Strip on CBS 


Philip Morris is negotiating for 
a quarter-hour daytime strip on 
CBS for a five-times-a-week show. 
Ciggie company currently is ce- 
sponsoring, along with Miles Labs, 
Mutual's “Queen for a Day” cross- 
the-board show, but report is that 
PM may cancel out on the latter 
for the moveover to Columbia with 
a new show. 

Move would project CBS as the 
No. 1 web in romancing the ciggie 
| companies into daytime radio. Net- 


work only recently preemed the 
new “Your Lucky Strike” (Ameri- 
can Tobacco) half-hour, cross-the- 


board show and is reaping lucra- 
tive billings from Chesterfield’s 
daily sponsorship of Arthur God- 
frey at 11 a.m. 

Irving Mansfield this week is 
auditioning a CBS-built variety 
layout for presentation to Philip 
_ Morris. 


Blue Bonnet’s Spots 


Blue Bonnet Margarine, a Stand- 
ard Brands product, will place 
one-minute spot announcements in 
70 radio markets starting Jan. 3. 
Contracts are to run a full year. 

Ted Bates agency handles the 
account. 
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PIOTHER EARTH | 
ith Eddie Albert, John Larkin, , 
Frank Behrens, Guy Repp, Ruth 

Yorke, Bryna Raeburn, Ken Wil- 

liams, Joe Boland, Joan Lazar, 

Francis de Sales, Ivor Francis, 

Burt Cowlan, Jack Lloyd, Mau- 

rice Tarplin, Arnold Robertson, | 

Bill Lazar; Robert Warren, an- | 

nouncer 
Producer: Jack Kuney 
Supervisor: Wade Arnold 
Scripter: Dorothy J. Lewis 
60 Mins., Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from N. Y. ' 

It was singularly appropriate for 
NBC to schedule its hour-long 
documentary on the eternal prob- 
lem of hunger so near to Xmas, the 
contrast giving it that much more 
effectiveness. It was also excellent 





(though coincidental) timing to 
have it scheduled the same day 
that the headlines carried Britain’s 
Attorney General Sir Hartley 
Shawcross’ statement that starva- 


tion is the greatest peril facing the 
world. Yet. regardless of these ex- 
ternal circumstances, NBC came up 
with an important program, with 
an hour of adult, thought-provok- 
ing airing that proved interesting 
throughout, and was in a true 
sense, good entertainment. 

NBC treated the subject of world 
hunger in colloquial fashion, to 
bring it into smaller, clearer focus, 
thus presenting it in everyday 
terms for the average citizen to 
grasp. It was a subject not to be 
treated lightly or flippantly, and 
the net never did. The colloquial 
approach may sound superficial, 
but it wasn’t here. There was a 
light touch throughout, with occa- 
sional humorous remarks to keep | 
the program from getting dull or 
heavy. Subject matter has been 
done before, and sounded familiar, 
but the subject needs reiteration, 
and in NBC’s reprising it had a 
sharp poignancy. 

The documentary covered a lot | 
of ground, examining hunger in|} 
China, Germany, India; discussing 
the enemies of production—weath- 
er, floods, plant disease, greed, 
ignorance, inadequate equipment; | 
possibilities for farm development | 
in South America, Asia, the U. S. 
It discussed long-range planning, | 
and was blunt in its speech. It in- | 
dicted Argentina and Russia, for | 
instance, for refusing to join the | 
Food and Agricultural Organiza- | 
tion of the United Nations. It de- | 
plored the crime of food surpluses | 
in a world where there’s hunger. | 
It stressed¢international distribu- 
tion of food. 


Towards the close the program | 
got a little out of hand as the can- 
vas broadened. It tried to take in | 
too much—international teamwork, | 
foodsharing, world farm planning. | 
The program was_ throwing off |» 
socialistic, oneworldish ideas that | 
sound fantastic in this materialis- 
tic age? Or are they? Bron. | 


THE SIDEWALK REPORTER is} 
With Dean Maddox | 
Director: Dink Templeton | 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:15 p.m. | 
OWL-REXALL STORES 
KFRC, San Francisco 


The homey appeal of Dean Mad- | 
dox’s adlibbed routine, which is of- | 
fered five times weekly from Fris- | 
co's Main Stem, has attracted a 
wide following of listeners and par- 
ticipants. Participants include 
hobby - craftsmen, seamstresses, | 
home-workers and others who offer 
their wares over Maddox’s air time 
via his interviews, Part of program 
almost simulates a string of free 
commercials which has strong ap- 
peal to noontime listeners. Inter- 
Jarded chatter of Maddox is of gar- 
den variety and is offered with 
@asy over-the-fence familiarity. 
Definitely of hefty folk appeal, pro- 
fram is pitched as a_ goodwill 
Zatherer with giveaway of minor 
merchandise items such as fountain 
pens, perfume, etc., an adroit in- 
dentification and exploitation of 
drug items featured by sponsor. 
While sidewalk formula is good 
draw in itself the major appeal is 
Maddox personality which invites 
spontaneous and human coopera- 
tion from kisteners. This is good 
commercial radio. Ted. 





| 





WARM WORKSHOP 
With Win Forman, Frank Grover, 
Carl Morris, Ruth Glantz, Lenore 
Levy; George Perry, announcer 
Writer: Seymour Rubenfeld 
Director: Forman 
30 Mins.; Tues., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WARM, Scranton 
This series of workshop dramas 
represents a firstrate effort by this 
Scranton indie to develop local 
writing, thesping and production 
talent. A recent half-hour offering, 
“Target for the Bomb,” was a seri- 
ous attempt to tackle the problem 
of atomic war. Related in terms of 
reactions of several persons who 
survive an imagined A-bomb attack 
on Scranton, the show managed to 
achieve some gripping moments of 


(Continued on page '34) 





THE JOYFUL HOUR 

With Ethel Barrymore, Pedro de 
Cordoba, Bing Crosby, Dennis 
Day, Ann Jamison, Ani Blyth, 
MacDonald Carey, Jeanne Crain, 
Joan Leslie, Roddy McDowell, 


| CHRISTMAS IS FOR CHILDREN 
) With Walter Abel, Margo 
Producer-director: Roger Bower 

| Writer: Max Ehrlich 

| 30 Mins.; Sun. (19), 3 p.m, 
Sustaining 





Ricardo Montalban, Maureen) MBS, from New York ; 

O’Hara, Maureen O’Sullivan,; Presented jointly by the Young | 

Michael O'Duffy, Christopher Men's Christian Assn. 6 
hildr | 


Lynch, Mullen Sisters, Sylvan 
Levin’s orchestra 


Director: Dave Young 


60 Mins.; Sunday (19), 8:30 p.m.° 


Sustaining 
MUTUAL, from N. Y. and Holly- 
wood 
The Mutual web and all of the 
stars who took part in the second 
annual “Joyful Hour’ deserve a 
well-stuffed Xmas stocking for do- 
ing a religious program that was 
both good entertainment and al- 
ways in good taste. This year, as 


“Christmas Is _ for 
pointed out in a half-hour Sunday | 
(19) afternoon dramatization that 
while Christmas is traditionally a 
day of joy and _ happiness for 
American children, many young- | 
sters in d.p. camps of Germany 
have never known the existence of 
such a day. Responsible for this is 
World War II which tore children 
from their parents and the church. 

Gravity of the situation was out- 
lined by Max Ehrlich’s well writ- 
ten script whose principal charac- 


last the network worked in colla- tes spo Pg Cast Rags os 
boration with Rev. Patrick Peyton vin ‘Walter “A bel gg ene 
of the Family Rosary Crusade. roles, alter / ‘ Mé 


The all-star cast recreated the 
story of the Nativity with a musical 
background oi vocal solos, mixed 
chorus and orchestras. Names of 
the participants were read at be- 
ginning and end of the stanza but 
otherwise there was no individual 
identification. However, most of 
the voices were recognizable as the 
story unfolded. 

Production involved two casts, 
with pickups from New York and 
the Coast. Ethel Barrymore and 
Pedro de Cordoba alternated as 
narrators. A quietly moving effect 
was achieved as the narrative was 


wrapped their parts in realism. As 
an American couple celebrating 
Christmas with their own children, 
they caught the full flavor of the 
holiday spirit. On the other hand, 
Abel related heart-rending inci- 
dents of the d.p. camps where the 
name “Santa Claus,’ was meaning- 
less to moppet inmates. 

As a final dramatic punch, the 
program presented an 18-year-old 
Russian lad who told of his ex- 
periences as a wanderer in his own 
words. Story of this youth, who re- 
cently arrived here, ably summed 
up the privations suffered by mil- 
lions of others who endured simi- 


broken periodically with ‘Hail jar fates. Wreathed in a back- 
Marys” chanted by the familiar) ground of Christmas carols and 
voices. 


Acting, production and direction 
of the full-hour program could 
hardly have been improved upon. 
In keeping with the solemnity of 
the occasion, there was none of the 
theatricality or blatancy that would 
have been so easy to slip into. 


CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK 

15 Mins., Fri., 4:15 p.m. 

Writer: Lorraine Brundage 

Producers: Neal Moylan, Jane Bar- 
ton 

N. Y. STATE RADIO BUREAU 

WXKW, Albany 


Thirty-eight stations in N. Y. 
State, including four in New York 


City and five in Albany, are broad- | 
casting this drama-message tran-| 


scription during the Christmas sea- 
son. Produced by the State Radio 
Bureau and recorded by a CBS 
group of actors, it tells a story of 
Christmas in New Amsterdam, or 
New York, 300 years ago, and 
brings the festive celebration up 


to date via a narrative commentary, | 


splendidly read by Bill Adams. 
Like all Radio Bureau programs, 


this one emphasizes the commer- | 


appropriate organ music, “Christ- 
mas Is for Children” impressed a 
strong reminder upon the public 
that in this period of merrymaking, 
there are others abroad who are in 
less fortunate circumstances 
through no fault of their own. 

| Glib, 
| POPE FEEEEEEES +44 6644444 


+ Followup Comment 


99994444064 46464644446646464. 


James C. Petrillo, in a_ tape- 
recorded interview conducted by 
Jinx Falkenberg for “Hi, Jinx” 
over WNBC, N. Y., (16) with Gen. | 
| David Sarnoff and RCA recording 
the disk ban had | 
been lifted—revealed the same | 
| friendly, kidding personality that | 
he displays in newsreels. The AFM | 
president laid responsibility for | 
the edict on the Taft-Hartley law. 
Answering a question by Miss Fal- 
kenburg—who twice said she had 
been “afraid” of Petrillo —the 
union chief reported he had sent 
telegrams on the ending of the 
ban to 735 locals, which embrace 


| artists—after 


cial preminence of the Empire 237,000 members, 32,000 of them 
State. in Local hey Union Pagponvensen' 
, - | would be glad to return to record- 

The first part, skillfully told in ing work, Petrillo stated. 


episodic snatches, holds the most 
entertainment, especially for 
younger listeners. It should have 
nostalgic appeal, too, for older dial- 


| Gen. Sarnoff, highly articulate | 
'and persuasive, began with obser- | 
| vations on the good spirit in which | 





| Ryan, has resigned effective De 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Where Are They Now? Dept.: Paul White, exCBS news chief, is as- 








sistant editor of the San Diego Journal and his wife, Peggy, is radio 


editor of the Coast daily....Mary Dunleavey, time buyer of Pedlar & 
c. 31. She’s dickering with three other 


agencies, but has nothing set. Before joining P & R more than four 


' years ago, Miss Dunleavey was a time buyer for Ruthrauff & Ryan and 


Erwin-Wasey....Network and agency program execs guests at 21 Club 
party tossed last week by Lou Cowan in honor of Bud Barry, who goes 
to the Coast for ABC after the first of the year. 

Mutual web’s top echelon threw a farewell party at New York’s Hotel 
Astor Friday (17) for Bob Swezey, erstwhile MBS veepee and general] 
manager, who leaves the network at the end of this month. Mutual 
prez Edgar Kobak gave Swezey a gold wristwatch on behalf of the web 
executives. Swezey is due to get some more loot today ‘(22)—a luggage 
set from the net’s office staffers Singer Lucy Monroe guests on 
Mutual’s “20 Questions” show Christmas night (25) Athena Lorde 
new to “David Harum” Horace Braham joins “Stella Dallas” players 

Marty Glickman signs for new two-year pact with WMGM. 

Earl Wilson, N. Y. Post columnist, slated to make radio debut Dec, 
29 on Mutual web’s “Boston Blackie.” He'll play role of a New York 
newspaper columnist, name of Earl Wilson Grayson Enlow has 
traded an announcing job at WNYC for one at WOR. His replacement 
at WNYC is David Allen, son of David Ross, vet web spieler. Brown 
Shoe Co. will sponsor a one-shot Mutual web half-hour broadcast of 
annual Sport Magazine award presentations. Pickup from the Hotel 
Astor will be heard Jan. 19, .10-10:30 p.m. Awards are based on nom- 
inations by sports experts of the four major webs....Henry Cox, east- 
ern production manager of ABC web, has been named executive pro- 
ducer for “Stop the Music,” replacing Read Wight, who has joined 
J. M. Mathes agency as radio and tele director. Eugene C. Wyatt, for- 
mer sales manager of WBEN, Buffalo, succeeds Wight as account exee 
in ABC’s video sales department....Ben Magnes, who used to be with 
Loew’s International, now assistant director with CBS tele under Ed 
Chester. 

Eloise McElhone in from the Coast for the holidays and may stick 
around a while .Visitors in New York: Saul Haas, owner of KIRO, 
Seattle, and George Arnold, manager of WTAD, Quincy.... Bob Cone, 
writer on “Robert Q. Lewis Show” planed to Miami for two weeks’ 
vacation....Ditto Roslyn Glass, secy to Assistant Public Affairs Di- 
rector Jerry Maulsby Red Barber also at Miami. He'll cover the 
Orange Bowl New Year's Day tussle for CBS. 

Frank Dodge has resigned as associate director on CBS Network 
Operations staff after eight years to join Arthur Godfrey production 


| staff at CBS as asst. to Margaret Richardson... .Winner of W MCA’s 
“Mystery Singing Athlete,” being heard this week on Jackie Robinson 


Show, gets a cuffo two-person all-expense trip to Rose Bowl....Thelma 
Ritter, recently back from a one-picture stint in Hollywood, will be in 
Fred Allen’s supporting cast in “Rip Van Winkle” for the Theatre Guild 
show Sunday night (26), 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Les Atlas is dispatching Caesar Petrillo to Hollywood for the musi¢ 
direction of Wrigley’s two-hour Christmas day special, which was 
handled Thanksgiving by Lud Gluskin. Les Weinrott hove into town 
to assemble the talent, or what’s left after Elgin has had its pick, which 
has been exclusive to the Thompson agency....Charles Hogan, Ayer 
veepee, transferred to New York, and Rol Rider moved to Chicago, 
Ayer and Needham, Louis & Brorby swapped Hollywood offices, the 
latter needing more space....Jack Kirkwood is back to early morning 
broadcasting, which first brought him to national attention. ABC has 
him slotted at 8:45 five days a week in a situation piece called ““At Home 
With the Kirkwoods.” He'll be abetted by his old standbys, Bill Grey 
and Lillian Leigh. ...Gail Smith around for a few days to work out a 
campaign with Universal-International on the cinema version of “Life 
of Riley”....Thompson agency stole a march on the other commission 
houses by landing Henry Van Dyke’s Christmas classic, “The Other 
Wise Man,” for its Elgin Yule special. Author's estate had long re- 
sisted broadcast rights to the literary gem....Louella Parsons’ Xmas 


ers. The transitional bridge to 1} a ca were carried gift from her sponsor was a new contract, effective on that date. It 
ee SS eee sr sa ’ | takes her into the fourth year for Jergens....Sid Strotz so positive 


and built through the cultures and 
skills of all races, is more serious. 
The ending sounds commercial. 
Adams’ down-to-earth voice and 
manner are perfect for the role of 
narrator. Santos Artega and Ethel 


|Everett, as the parents, and Bobby 
|White and Lorna Lynne, as their 


children, come 


rice Wells. Jaco. 





Pittsburgh—Terry Malerba, un- 


| til recently with WCAE, has joined 
| staff of WKIF, town’s only exclu- 


sive FM station, as music librarian 


and assistant in the production de- deal was aimed strictly for trade | 


partmentfi. Edwina Murray, for- 
merly on continuity staff of KQV, 
ndw with Pete Wasser agency. 
Wasser used to manage KQV and 
before that WJAS, too. 





Nielsen's Top 20 


Bing Crosby traded gags with | 
| uestar Bob Hope in one of the) 
_best of the Philco shows on the 
|ABC net last Wednesday night 
(15). The patter was free and easy | 





down that well-trod road of remi- | 
'niscences and recriminations. The | 


work together like | 
ich can dump a pre- | 
;pared line for an adlib at 
| proper spot. Although transcribed | 
'and presumably closely edited, this 
|show had a spontaneous quality 
|rarely felt on the live comedy air- | 


| ers. One casual crack about Crosby | 


bucking for a CBS capital gains | 
| circle hepsters but was left in any- | 
| way. Crosby and Peggy Lee topped | 
off the session with a couple of) 
numbers, rendered in their usual | 
| palatable style. 


with Crosby and Hope travelling: ;- : 





that Harris-Faye would remain on NBC that he offered bets of 5 to 1 
.... William Keighley, producer of Lux, took to the hospital for a 
looking over and into... .Sheilah Graham will do two guest shots a 
month on “Leave It To the Girls’....One good turn deserving four, 
that’s how Eddie Cantor has it figured for guestar George Montgomery 
Sid Strotz snapped out of his surgery so fast that he sent for Ken 
Dolan for a few rounds of ginrummy....Dan Miner agency took over 
production of “The Cisco Kid” from Don Lee, with Hilly Sanders, radio 


through nicely.| boys bring out the best in each | head of the agency, sitting at the controls. 
»|Others in a good cast are James | other as they 
|Monk, William Zuckert and Mau- | an old team wh 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Norine Freeman upped to radio and tele director of W. B. Doner & 
Co., replacing Bill Edwards, who resigned....Marguerite Ratty bowing 
out next week as assistant to Larry Wolters, Chi Tribune radio ed, to 
devote full time to housewifery. Wolters’ new assistants will be 
Marguerite McDonnell and Tony Remenih....John Farwell, formerly 
of the Chi Herald-American’s ad and promotion dept., joining WBBM 
as sales promotion chief, replacing Art Duram, who shifts to CBS-TV, 
New York....Eddy Reynolds, former flack for Feature Productions, 
now sales promotion chief for Storecast....Sam Lesner, radio and tele 
ed of the Chi Daily News, goes into Woodlawn hospital Dec. 26 for 
surgery....John Finley checking out at Guardian Life Insurance Co. to 
join WBBM’s sales staff....Strip vacated by Herbie Mintz on WENR, 
with Morris B. Sachs bankrolling, will be taken over Dec. 27 by Skip 
Farrell, pianist Russ Wilt, and a songstress still to be picked. 

Clifton Utley, WMAQ commentator, emceed the 50th anniversary 
meet of the Alliance Francaise here last Wednesday (15)....Captain 
Stubby and the Buccaneers, currently at the Village Barn in New York, 











Cur. Prev. Cur. Points | become WLS staffers Jan. 31... .Jeanne Calhoun, formerly with WING, 
Rank Rank Program Rating Change (has joined Mutual’s traffic dept....Eleanor Engle added to cast of 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre ...... 32.1 +2.7 WBBM’s “Music Please” in the role of program hostess....In Chi for 
2 2 Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.. 26.0 +0.5 the Mutual board meet last week Ed Kobak, MBS prexy, said he was 
3 3 Fibber McGee & Molly... 25.9 +1.7 | still looking for the right man to fill the veepee post vacated by Bob 
4 5 > eae eee .. 24.6 +2.4 |Swezey....Don MeNeill’s family will stage a four-act skit when they 
5 12 My Friend Irma .... oo 208 +3.7 | make their annual Xmas pilgrimage to the “Breakfast Club” Dec. 24 
6 6 Walter Winchell ..... os. aoe +15 |....Wilson & Co. (meat) signed for the transcribed five-a-week “Patti 
7 4 Mystery DROMTO coccce oo 215 +0.1 |Clayton Show” on WMAQ starting Jan. 10, with Canady, Ewell & 
8 9 Duffy’s Tavern ..... os Bae +1.7 | Thurber as agency....Smokey Lohmann returning from the Coast, to 
9 14 Jack Benny .......... coe Bae +0.7 | join the WLS Dawnbusters....WCOP, Boston, won first prize in ABC'S 
10 — Hit Parade eRe TTT 20.9 — | football promotion contest. Runners-up are WBSR, WLCX, WELI, 
a .- sg dng Judy coenee ap pe hey’ ore WDAK, KBIO, WXKW and WBCM....WLS expects te 
7 ae ere y +1. it the 800,000 mark with the 19 iti i q 
13 . 42 SUGY CANOVA 212000 bee ae +5.6 a+ : suntan dn doce J tenn 
14 30 errr » 202 +3.5 
15 28 Truth or Consequences ... 20.0 +2.7 Rome, N. ¥—Ray Monday has! ABC UF3 MITCH DEGROOT 
16 11 Phil Harris-Alice Faye ... 20.0 —0.4 | been promoted to program direc-| Mitchell DeGroot has been ap- 
17 18 Suspense ...........008 - 19.9 +2.0 (tor of WRUN and WRUN-FM, the | pointed assistant director of ABC’s 
18 25 Great Gildersleeve ...... 19.9 +2.8 Sentinel Broadcasting Service. He advertising and promotion depart- 
19 10 Inner Sanctum reer se 19.7 —0.8 succeeds Stewart T. Spencer, who| ment. He'll be Number Two t0 
20 15 Charlie McCarthy ....... 19.7 —0.3 has resigned. 


'Ted Oberfelder, department head. 
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N.Y. Stations Unite In Novel Project 
To Teach Teachers Facts of Radio | 


High school teachers will be+ 
taught the facts of radio by a 
faculty of New York station exec- 


educational ex- 


utives in a novel 
begin next 


periment slated to 


month 
Theory is that the pedagogs, who 


as a class are among the shrill- 
est of radio's critics, can be briefed 
at first hand on what really goes 
on in radio and tele and put the 


information thus gained to effec- 
tive use in the ir own classrooms 
All New York City stations are 
cooperating in the project. The ad 
agencies have also been invited to 
pitch in. The course will be given 


in 15 weekly sessions of at least 
an hour and 15 minutes each, 
Teachers attending will get “‘incre- 


ment credit” counting tow ard their 
periodic pay increases. 

Classes will be held at a New 
York station, probably in a theatre 


studio. All phases of radio, such as 
station administration, program- 
ming. engineering, etc., will be 


covered, each by a recognized ex- 
pert in his particular sphere. 
Ted Cott, WNEW -veepee, 1s 





chairman of an organizational com- | 


station execs set up to 
launch the project. Other mem- 
bers are Dick Swift, WCBS; Jim 
Gaines, WNBC; Eleanor Sanger, 
WQXR, Arnold Hartley, WOV, and 
Leon Goldstein, WMCA. The 
teachers’ group is represented by 
Milton Zisowitz, president of New 
York’s Assn. of Teachers of Eng- 
lish 

According to Cott the plan for 
educating the teachers grew out of 


mittee of 


a long-felt need for a link with 
the school system which would 


give teachers the necessary back- | 
ground for handling the various in- | 


school radio listening projects. 

The course will be organized on 
lines roughly paralleling the New 
York Times’ course for high school 
teachers on the workings of a daily 
newspaper. 


KFRE Gives CBS 
24th S0kw Outlet 


Having blown its capital gains 
top for a terrific publicity payoff 





over the past few weeks, CBS yes- 


terday (Tues.) tipped its mitt on 
its tuture campaign to make the 
public “facilities-conscious.” 





Norman Corwin 


discourses on 


tatings and the 
Stuffed Banana” 


an interesting piece in 
the forthcoming 


13d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


Autry Lists Net 
Worth in Air Bi 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
An application for consent to 
control of KTSA, 
Antonio, from Sunshine Broadcast- 
ing Co. to Gene Autry, Hollywood, 
for $450.000 in cash, was filed with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission yesterday (20), The ap- 
plication was filed by the Washing- 











transfer 


+ 


; compete directly 


San | 


ton law firm of Dow, Ohnes & Al- 
bertson. 
The cowboy crooner, who gave 


his age as 42 and birthplace as 
Tioga, Tex., gave his net worth as 
$826,124 and his net income, after 
taxes, for the the first 10 months 
of 1848 at $120,000. He said he 
had made preliminary negotiations 
for a bank loan to finance pur- 
chase of the station but was pre 
pared to sell securities he owns, if 


| necessary. 


/17 enterprises. 
185° interest in 


' dies. Inc., 


CBS has just acquired the 50,000- 


watt KFRE in Fresno, Cal., from 
ABC as replacement for the 5,000 
watt KARM. Fresno, with the take- 
over scheduled for June, °49. 

It marks the 24th 50kw station 
in the Columbia family and the 
entire CBS release is geared to the 
web's increasing position in the 
facilities picture. Columbia, for ex 
ample, is having itself a field day 
With figures, coming up with the 
conclusion that it leads NBC in 
daytime power with a total of 1,- 
641,200 watts as against NBC's 1.,- 

582.000 watts. In nightime power 


CBS makes much of the fact that | 


it boasts a total of 1.556.450 watts 

compared with NBC’s 1,511,850. 
New CBS acquisition goes to 

o0kw in Febr uary. Station is owned 


by Jess Rodman, who is also gen- 
eral manager, 


ABC’S $4,850,000 IN 
NEW BIZ, RENEWALS 


New business and renewals rep- 
resenting more than $4,850.000 in 
annual gross billings has been 
Inked by ABC within the last two 





weeks. 
Biggest single chunk of ABC's 
new take was $1,800,000 for Pepsi- 


Cola’s two weekly half hours. Gen- 
eral Elecirie Houseparty rang the 
resister for an additional $1,- 
900,000. 


\BC says it’s also hit an all- 


time high in number of sponsors, 
With 852 as against 719 last year 
ome season. By the end of the 

‘8 year the web's overall sales 
yoluine may likewise reagh a, new 
beak, ABC execs’ indicated. 


| participate in a 
| 
| four 


Autry listed financial holdings in 
These included an 
Maricopa Broad- 
casting Co. (KOOL), Phoenix; 75° 
interests in Western Music Pub- 
lishing Co. and Golden West Melo- 
both of Hollywood; 55° 
in Gene Autry Productions, Holly- 
wood: 50° in KOWL, Inc., Santa 
Monica: 40° in Old Pueblo Broad- 
casting Co. (KOPO), Tucson; one- 
(Continued on page 34) 


Methodist Church 
Withdraws Bid For 
FM Station in N.Y. 


Washington, Dec. 21 


Radio Corp. of the Board of Mis- 
sions and Church Extension of the 
Methodist Church today withdrew 
its application for a metropolitan 
FM station in New York. The 
Board informed the Federal Com- 
munications Commission its appli- 
cations has been on file “a con- 
siderable time.’ having been 
heard in New York in July, 1946. 

The FCC had denied the appli- 
cation, put the Board was permit- 
ted to keep its bid pending and 
hearing for the 
remaining FM frequencies in 
New York. This hearing was held 
last Dec. 13. 


Room for Both: Gerl 


Chicago. Dec. 21. 

t television will put ra- 
business are described 
as “foolish” by Joseph Gerl, prez 
of Sonora Radio and Television 
Corp., in his year-end report to 
the board of directors. Gerl pre- 
dicts that tele will flourish side 
by side with radio, films and other 
forms of entertainment without dis- 
placing any one of them. 

“What has misled the new ex- 
perts on television is the novelty 
of the telecast.” concludes Gerl 
“Radio will be with. us for many, 
many years to come.” 








Fears tha 
dio out oft 


INKS NBG 





Firing the first double-barreled 
shot in what shapes up as a fight 
to the finish among audience meas- 
urement services in 1949, C. E 
Hooper yesterday (Tues.) revealed 
that NBC had subscribed to the 
U. S. Hooperatings and simultane- 
ously lashed out at the Nielsen 
audimeter device NBC thus be- 
comes the first web to subscribe to 
Hooper’s national projected 
urement. 

In another 


meas- 
move designed to 
with the Nielsen 
service, Hooper revealed that his 
organization plans for the first time 
in 1949 to study effectiveness com- 
parisons of radio advertising. Such 
a survey has long been one of Niel- 
sen’s chief talking points against 
Hooper. According to Hooper, “we 
will report product use in listening 
and non-listening homes to _ indi- 
vidual network program in the 
form of a comparative index. This 
will be accomplished by turning 
our listener-diary cross-section 
sample of U.S. radio homes into a 
consumer panel upon completion 


Nielsen Scores in Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Pairing of A. C. Nielsen and 
C. E. Hooper on the same plat- 
form here last Wed. (15) was 
billed as “The Battle of the 
Ratings” by the Radio Writers’ 
Guild, which sponsored the 
meet, but in trade opinion it 
turned out to be a dress parade 
of statistical armies in which 
battle went unjoined. Hooper, 
as second speaker, failed to 
come to grips with Nielsen, 
who, in talking more than an 
hour, laid it on the line with 
sharp analytical punches 

Instead of slashing 
Hooper replied with a general 
defense of his system and 
failed to underscore his rebut- 
tal of specific issues that Niel- 
sen had raised. Latter, in dis- 
missing the concept of pro- 
gram popularity as provided 
by the coincidental phone 
technique. said: “It should be 
buried along with witches, 
headless horsemen, lepre- 
chauns and other nonexistent 
characters.” 


back, 








of the listening measurement.” He 
noted that the first such study will 
proceed immediately after receipt 
of the January-February filled-in 
listener-diaries from over 3,000 
homes representing a cross-section 
of U.S. radio families 

Hooper plans to determine which 
brands, in each of a dozen product 
classifications, are in use in those 
diary homes. Upon receipt of re- 
sponses, he said, the matching of 
listener and non-listener homes to 
individual programs against prod- 
uct used involves a “simple Inter- 
national Business Machine card- 
sorting operation.” a made 


(C ontinued on page 35) 


Georgia Gibbs Set For 
Morey Amsterdam Show 


Georgia Gibbs joins the Morey 
Amsterdam show as vocalist and 
character comedienne Jan. 8, with 
the move of the series to Saturday 
nights at 7:30-8 from its present 
Tuesday night spot. Aaron Rubin 
will be added to the writing staff 
with Louis Meltzer, succeeding Sid 
Zelinka, who goes to the Coast. 

Miss Gibbs will be featured sing- 
er Saturday night (25! on the 
Christmas television show on CBS, 
which Paul Feigay is producing. 
She's also set to guest Jan. 14 on 
the Conte show on WOR-Mutual. 


Camel Picks Up Cotton Bowl 


Camel Cigarets will sponsor the 





Cotton Bow! football game over 
the Mutual web New Year's Day, 
starting 2 p.m Wm. Esty is the 


agency ; 
When that game ends MBS will 
air the annual East-West all star 


;clash as a sustainer. 





Durr Withdraws From FCC Case When 
NAT'L RATINGS Wheeler Throws His Weight Around 





Al and Sherwood 
Schwartz 
having in mind the recent Capital 


Gains Days in Dixie expound on 


‘Radio at Its Best’ 


an amusing kilocycle satire in 
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CBS Agrees To 


Wax Spike Jones :: 


he’s already 
routed, 


Because 
annual tour Spike 
Cola shows. with the 
aired Jan. 16 Thus 


Coca 
beirg 


tion 
from Friday to Sunday at 
bulwark the Sabbath 


moveover 
that Jones 


Jack Benny’s 
It appears 


had _ his 
Jones is 
recording two of his nighttime CBS 
first 
CBS 
breaks with its no-recording tradi- er 
Starting Jan. 2 Jones moves 
6:30 to 
nighttime 
comedy sequencing coincident with the 


before 
the decision to switch had worked 
out his schedule so he’d be in big the FCC 
towns Friday nights for airings. On 


+ Washington, Dec. 21 

| Former Federal Communications 
| Comissioner Clifford J. Durr, now 
lin private law practice, withdrew 
las special counsel for 
| tions union during 
ing last 
aa 

| lenged 

|i 


a COM MUNnICAa- 
a tense proceed- 
week before FCC 
Burton K. Wheeler chal- 
Durr’s ethics in 


in the case 


when 
appearing 


Durr who had w 
fight while on the 
behalf of the small broadcaster, 
had been retained as 
counsel for the 


aged a \ iorous 


Commission in 


associate 
American Commu- 
nications Assn., which has charged 
large radio and cable companies 
| with consolidating their operations 
to limit competition 

At the outset of an FCC 
Thursday (16) to 

CA’s charge, Durr stated that be- 
fore consenting to represent ACA 
he obtained unanimous approval 
from FCC to appear in the pro- 
ceeding and was also assured by 
Ed Wheeler, law partner and son 
of ex-Sen. Wheeler, that there 
would be “absolutely no objection 
their part.” (Durr declined 
nomination for reappointment fol- 
lowing expiration of his term on 
the Commission last July 1) 

However, when the hearing 
opened and Durr’s appearance for 
ACA was accepted by Commission- 
Paul Walker, presiding 
Kennedy, counsel for 
Cable Co., Mackay Radio, and All 
America Cables, pointed out that 
ACA complaint was filed last 
April 13 and the companies in- 


hearing 
inquire into 


James 
Commercial 


volved filed their answers to the 
Commission by May 24, although 
order calling the investi- 


gation was not issued until July 21, 


but few Sundays was he booked (Continued on page 34) 

for easy-airshowing cities. Over 

the weekend, Jones told the net he 

couldn’t shake up .the~ entire 

tour, especially firmly set dates, orce Get ll S 
and in view of the jolt needed 

some cooperation He got it. On 

Jan. 2 and 9 he'll air from N. Y. 

before starting tour of southwest ef ovt é 
whistlestops Jan. 10. He'll wax ’ 


and work out ar- 
others. 


two broadcasts 
rangements for 





WIM, Resiaones Meet 
After 45-Min. Strike As 
Station Kept on Airing 


Milwaukee, Dec. 21. 

Negotiations, are proceeding be- 
tween WTMJ. Milwaukee Journal 
station, and its radio broadcasting 
engineers after a 45-minute strike 
during which the. station § didn't 
leave the air. 

Two engineers left their 
stations, but 
their jobs, and one engineer 
to report tor 
Brookfield, Wis 
strike deadline 


control 
supervisors took over 
failed 
work at the station’s 
transmitter at the 
hour. But 45 min- 


utes later, James Wilkerson, a 
union steward, said the strike had 
been “withdrawn.” 


The union involved is local 715 


‘of the Radio Broadcast Engineers’ 
, union, 


an affiliate of the AFL In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers. The union repre- 
sents about 40 WTMJ engineers, 
whose starting pay is $50. They re- 
ceive automatic raises of $5 or 
$7.50 every six months until a 
maximum of $95 a week is reached 
at the end of four years. 

At the time of the walkout, the 
union had reduced its demands to 
a minimum of $65 and a top of 
$110 at the end of three years 
WTMJ propose od a low of $55 and 
a top of $102. 60 after four years. 


Nu-Maid Grabs ‘Queen’ 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Miami Margarine Co. (Nu-Maid) 
will bankroll Tuesday and Thurs- 
day quarter-hour segments of 
“Queen for*a Day” over 245 south- 
ern affiliates of Mutual, starting 
Jan. 4. Segments have been open 
since Armour & Co. vacated six 
months ago. 

Ralph H 
is the 





Jones Co., Cincinnati, 


agency. 


Philadelphia, Dee. 21. 

The Dept. of Justice is investi- 
gating tie-in sales which force re- 
tailers to buy radios they can’t use 
in order to get television sets they 
want. 

Stanley FE. Disney. in charge of 
the division here. announced the 
Justice Dept.’s interest after receiv- 
ing numerous complaints from 
small shopkeepers. Their squawk 
was they had been forced by the 
distributors to accept a number of 
small table radios, for which there 
was no inimediate demand. in 
order to obtain television sets 

In addition, the dealers charged. 
several large distribs were de- 
manding payment before Christ- 
mas for the larger items, tele seis, 
washing machines and_ refriger- 
ators, and refusing to allow the 


shopkeeper to return them. The 
pressure, they allege, was not be- 


ing exerted upon the larger stores. 

Disney said his department had 
interviewed a number of small 
operators and that his investiga- 
tion would seek material for in- 
dictments under the Anti-Trust 
Act to present before the federal 
grand jury. 


CANCEL GUT COMM’LS 
FOR UN PEACE JINGLES 


WNEW, N. Y.’ 
tle Songs” 





s transcribed “Lit- 
produced in cooperation 
with the United Nations will be 
heard on seven eastern stations 
on Christmas and New Year's Day 
in spots relinquished by adver- 
tisers. 

Canadian Furs, National 
and Barney's Clothes, all handled 
by the Emil Mogul agency, wil! do- 
nate their holiday spots so that the 
“Little Songs for a Big Peace” 
may be heard on WNEW, WMCA, 
WINS, WLIB. and WOYV, all New 
York outlets, WTTM, Trenton. and 
WLAD, Danbury. Conn 

Mogul agency is thus fellowing a 
precedent set last vear. when sev- 
eral of its spot accounts gave holi- 
day airings to ,WNE\W’s, tolerance 
| jingles. 


Shoes 
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New Orleans on a Video Binge 
As WDSU-TV Unveils Operation 


By GEORGE ROSEN » 1 


New Orleans, Dec. 21. 
With the premiere Saturday (18) 
of WDSU-TV, New Orleans has 
gone on a video binge. 
Even before the Fred Weber- 
managed operation officially took 
to the air, some 1,500 sets were 





Norman Blackburn 


surveys the TV horizon in 


“But Names Will 





installed in homes, thanks chiefly Never Hurt Me’ 

to the initiative of the local Philco 

and Admiral dealers who ro- cs * 

manced customers by putting on 

live demonstrations in the show- an editorial feature in the 

rooms. ; 
Otherwise TV was just a rumor|] 43d Anniversary Number 

here and when, a few days prior of 

to the preem, WDSU-TV did a 

*“‘sneak” of a basketball game and VARIET? 

horse racing, the customers really ARIETY 

started pouring into the stores, Out Soon 


with 500 receivers being sold with- 
in a period of four days. 

On Oct. 1 there wasn’t a set in 
N. O.; by the first of the year the 
2,000 mark will be passed, and the 
city is shooting for an 8,000-set in- 
stallation by the end of '49. 

Because of the freeze and hear- | 
ings scheduled on remaining appli- | 











Major Pix Now 
TV Possibilities 


cations, WDSU wil have the TV | 
picture to itself during °49, chart-| , ' ; 
ing a programming pattern in es- With American Federation of 
tablishing itself as a non-intercon- Musicians’ prez James C. Petrillo 
nected station. The fifth of the now turning his attention to the 
Deep South  non-interconnected ad . iin 
video outlets (along with Atlanta, | Problem of television film produc- 
Louisville, Fort Worth and Mem-._ tion, the possibility exists that the 
phis), WDSU-TV finds itself in the major film companies may soon 
more enviable spot of capturing a Gyen up their old features for tele 
strictly local flavor and atmosphere Sy Saath mera 
(the Mardi Gras parade, the pre- transmission. Majors have con- 
- c cae «< c . 
tentious Mardi Gras Balls, the sistently nixed any attempts of 
Sugar Bowl classics, the Vieux) broadcasters to rent their oldies 
Carre, eter en . which ~~ UP | until now on the claim that a vio- 
as naturals for the camera boys. ; ; 
aad such station ose Edgar B lation of their contract with the 
ie . etc “A. 4Une . “ P . e 
Stern, Jr., gnl. mgr. Weber and, AFM, which prohibited the use on 
program director Stanley Holiday | tele of any film with a soundtrack 
have blueprinted a TV modus scored by union musicians, might 


operandi that will put the major) pring down the wrath of Petrillo 


th a oF gga unit igen on their new feature production. 
daving already negotiated deals| That + pen re : 

: : ass | at the f ‘ompanies might 
with ABC, NBC, DuMont and| [hat a om eg 


not be averse to throwing some 
of their oldies on the video mar- 
ket was seen in their recent de- 
cision to turn down the Theatre 
Owners of America proposal to 
ban all films of member companies 
from TV. Majors gave as a reason 
for their action at that time the 
possibility that the U. S. Justice 
Dept. would crack down on any 
move in which they banded to- 
|gether for a decision. While it’s 
known that the majors have been 


WPIX, N. Y., the station, of course, 
will pay due respect to kinescoped 
packages, such as “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” “Philco Television Play- 
house,” ““Howdy Doody,” the Alex- 
ander Korda pix series, canned 
newsreels, etc. And there will be a 
minimum of live studio stuff. 

But whatever’ distinctiveness 
WSDU-TV gains in harnessing its 
operation around the N.O. flavor, 
will come from the mobile setup. 


rr ra 
The three-man camer: -rew P A 

; ; F ra crew 1S extremely wary of getting tied up 
headed by John Mueller, a former in another anti-trust case. indus- 
Metro newsreel man here who = yporends e 


tryites believe the film companies 
actually turned down the TOA bid 
on the assumption that it would be 


(Continued on page 35) 





Title Registry Bureau 
Set Up to Ease Conflict 
Of Last Couple Months 


Independent Television Producers 


til they had had a chance to study 
the situation more completely. 

If they find that they can safely 
rent their old films to TV broad- 
casters without hurting their 
boxoffice, it’s believed they'll do 
so. In addition, several of the com- 


Assn., taking its cue from the nu- : ith’ 

Sw Sage : panies reportedly had Zenith’s 
merous television program title oe "Paaaaiden in mind 
conflicts cropping up in the last when they decided against the 


couple of months, has established a 
title registry bureau. New depart- 
ment will operate similar to the 
registration bureau conducted by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica. Producers throughout the 
country are invited to make use of 
the service, which is to work only 
for show titles and not for program 
ideas or formats. 

Title conflict was topped off re- 
cently by three forced changes of 
title in as many weeks for General 
Electric’s half-hour quiz show Sun- 
day nights on the CBS-TV web. 
That sparked a campaign for the 
bureau. Until the ITPA took over, 
producers had taken the air with 
a show, only to be notified after its 
preem that some other station or 
producer in a different section of 
the country claimed prior rights to 
the title. 

GE show was launched under the 
title, ‘The Eyes Have It.” BBD&O, 
agency on the account, was imme- | 


TOA proposal. 
ers on their regular phone bills 
for use of Phonevision, Zenith 
prez E. F. MacDonald hopes to be 
able to get some firstrun features 
for tele. Most of the majors have 


By 


believe it offers possibilities for 
additional revenue. 

Petrillo is expected to begin 
negotiations with the filmites soon, 
‘following the lifting of the record- 
ing ban two weeks ago. If he works 
out a deal permitting AFM mu- 
sicians to work on films for tele, 
it will release many 
especially for video that have been 
held up because the producers 
were unable to obtain musicians 
to score them. 


SKOURAS, JETT, LARSEN 
ON REC TELE PANEL 





diately notified that WNBW, NBC- 

TV’s Washington outiet, had ai- Leading industry figures will 
ready aired a show under that Kick around the overall tele picture 
name. GE tried again with “Stop, @t the next luncheon of the Radio 


Executives Club of New York, on 
Dec. 29, at the Hotel Roosevelt. 
Richard Hubbell, prez of the 
video consultant firm of that name. 
is chairman of a TV panel which 
will include Spyros Skouras, 20th- 
Fox prexy, E. K. Jett, ex-member 
of the Federal Communications 


Look and Listen,” only to be noti- 
fied that an outfit had incorporat- 
ed under that name on the Coast 
to produce films especially for tele. 

GE’s latest try is “Riddle Me 
This,” which took over operation 
on Dec. 5. So far, there have 
been no squawks about that- one. 


Show, on which a panel of guest Commission and now veepee of the 
experts are asked questions based Baltimore Sun stations, and Roy 
on old newsreel shorts by modera- Larsen, Time, Inc., prez. 


A question-and-answer _ session 


tor Paul Galliga, is a World Video 
; will follow the formal discussion. 


j Pagkage, «| ; 


unwise to nix tele completely un- | 


Own | 


charging view- | 


seen the system in operation and | 


pix lensed | 


Cooley Takes to Rink 
To Save the Ice Show 
That Wasn’t There 


| That was a very neat stunt 








| pulled off by McCann- -Erickson tele 
chief Lee Cooley on the 
| Show” Thursday (16) night on> 
'NBC-TV. Program was to have 
| presented the first TV ice show. 
But when starting time came at 
8:30 p.m., the ice wasn’t ready. | 
|In a bit of quick thinking, Cooley 
| placed himself and Lanny Ross, | 
star of the show, at the side of the | 
indoor rink and had the cameras 
pan in on them slowly. They sat | 
there dejectedly and explained what 
had happened, asking the audience 
to bear with them until 10 p.m., at 
which time the ice was promised 
jell. Cooley thereby brought 
the audience into his confidence, 
with the result demonstrating 
forcibly tele’s intangible intimacy. 


to 


Kyle MacDonnell and Far] 
Wrightson, co-stars of “Girl About 
|'Town” on NBC-TV Wednesday 
| nights, were standing by to adlib 


some songs with Ross in case the 


lice wasn’t ready at 10. But the 
| ice crew came through and the 


With little camera 
and the cast did | 
job. Despite 


show went on. 
rehearsal, Cooley 
a remarkably good 
the small rink, the skaters were | 
able to go through their adagio | 
routines and other gyrations, ably 
abetted by Cooley's standard top- | 
drawer production mountings. 
Even Ross was on skates, though 
he got off the ice tast alter a 
tumble. 
Whether 
trouble is 
But Cooley 


worth the 
point. 


was all 
controversial 
must be given full 
credit for -trying, and also for 
avoiding what might have been a 
major programming disaster with 
that 8:30 stunt. Bob Smith, in- 
cidentally, took a humorous swipe 
at the “Swift Show” in his Gulf 
program at 9 o’clock the same eve- 
ning, on NBC. Smith brought out 
a tray of ice cubes with the ex- 
| planation that Sonja Henie was 
supposed to have appeared on his 
show but had decided the ice 
wasn’t ready. Stal. 


Ford Mulls Upped 
Video Schedule 


it 
a 





“Swift | 


Juve Newsreels 


| added fillip, Gosch is setting up 
| kids’ 
‘country, 


| cially for 


| might also get a theatrical release, 


East, West Studios in Undercover 


War for TV Pix Work: Labor a Factor 


+ 





Undercover tug-of-war between 
east and west studios for TV film 
work is shaping up side by side 
with the gradual growth of video's 
cinematic needs. Although only 
relatively small potatoes are cur- 
rently the object of the cross-coun- 
try competition, studio operators 
on both coasts have begun to make 


J. Leonard Reinsch 


calls 


‘Hinterland TV: 


Succession of Crises’’ 














strong pitches for a_ production 

i i field which promises eventually to 
become large and lucrative. 

Coast studios are already passing 

an editorial feature the word around to the ad agencies 

7 and packagers that Hollywood is 

the natural center for entertain- 

VARIFT) a ment films. This has been coupled 

ARIETY Ss with snide comments on the quality 

: of the few video pix which have 

ne been turned-out in the east. As the 

43d Anniversary Number cate brief runs, Holly wood has the 

alent, technicians and technique 

for turning out quality TV films 


that can match the product in reg- 
ular exhibition channels. 

East coast producers and studio 
operators view the future of video 
films in arventirely different light. 
For them, the emergence of TV pix 
promises to make a reality out of 
the heretofore phantom hope that 
New York will become a major pro- 
duction center. The competitive 
advantage for the last, it’s said 
in its ability to produce at a much 


Packaged for Tele 


Weekly 
newsreel 
moppets and 


nationwide _ television 
designed especially 


teenagers has been 


for 
lies 


set up by Martin Gosch Produc- Jower cost than Hollywood 
tions for an early January preem. As for charges that eastern-made 
Special cameramen have already video pix have been n.g es date 
, f one producer’ said that’s the 
been hired in key cities through- bunk.” The trouble with video pix 
out the country to service the reel, up to now is that they have been 
along the pattern now followed by made on a dime, he said, and you 
the major theatrical reels. only get what you pay for. Ona 
Arriving in N. Y. yesterday dollar-for-dollar basis, eastern stu- 
‘Tues.) from the Coast. Gosch re- dios can turn out product that's at 
vealed that Allyn Butterfield, for- least equal to Hollywood's, he aid, 
mer editor of the Warner-Pathe | Pointing out that dozens of tech- 
aay Or : . _'nicians, cameramen and directors 
reel, has joined him in the new 


here had been trained by the 
studios. 


major 


Outfit producing the reel 
incorporated under the 


venture. 
has been 


name of “American Junior News-| Major factor operating in the 

aad Co.” ond will operate under east’s favor is the admitted greater 
c ° ‘ ear . 

Gosch’s production outfit. As an labor flexibility Possible here. 

Jurisdictional craft lines aren't as 


rigid as they are in Hollywood and 
open concessions have been made 
in the east to video producers. 


in all sections of the 
material 


clubs 
who will submit 


| f he reel. If it’s accepted, the \ ae i 
lids. will asa scchaie ane Eastern division of the Screen‘ Di- 
‘ectors Guild, for instance, has 
| All footage is to be shot espe- ‘© ’ ; 
— P agreed to work for 20% under 


is also to be re- 
use 
reel 


TV but 
leased in 16m Kodachrome for 
in schools. Gosch said the 


normal scale on TV pix. In addi- 
tion, eastern producers ‘claim they 
are less muscle-bound by produc- 


ar | but emphasized that TV comes tion formulas in switching over to 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. first. Theatres will get it only in the special techniques required for 

Ford Motor Co. is conside ¢ TV pix 

I Co. is considering | those cities where commercial re- TV Pix. 


the television field thoroughly and 
may up video appropriations for 
medium in 1949, according to J. R. | 
Davis, v-p in charge of sales and) 


| vision Theatre,” 
once monthly, may get a schedule 
increase during the coming year. 

Ford will also expand its use of 
local radio and video spot an. | 
nouncements. Coin for these spots | 
comes out of Ford dealer advertis- | 
ing fund, as does the Fred Allen! 
radio show. 


TROMMER DROPPING TV 
GRAPPLERS FOR RADIO. 


J. F. Trommer Brewing Co. 
‘which has been sponsoring the 
| Tuesday night wrestling telecasts | 
on WNBT, N. Y., will drop them) 


after New Year’s to buy three 15- 
minute newscasts a week on WOR, 
i a ¢ 


Beer firm bought the WNBT | 
video show Oct. 15, figuring the 
wrestling matches as an_ ideal 
point-of-sale comeon for bar view- | 
ers. Trommer soon found, however, 
according to its agency, Federal 
Advertising, that it was fighting a/| 
losing battle against the boxing 
show on DuMont tele, which comes 
on the screen a short time before | 
the WNBT body benders. 

Once the customers were en- 
grossed in the boxing matches, bar- 
men were loath to switch to an- 
other show, Trommer learned. 


Thus, as an agency spokesman 
put it, they pulled a reverse to 
radio, not because they had lost 
faith in video, but because they 
were unable to get a time slot) 
which would make it worthwhile, 








Cleveland — WEWS-TV_  com- 


advertising. | 


Firm’s radio “Ford Theatre” will | as military schools, Boy Scouts, | 
continue through 1949. “Ford Tele- | 


which is videod | 


‘STANDBY MGR. NIXED ON 


| Managers Club to hire 


,| would pay the stage manager 


couldn't afford the manager’s pay 


| cent weeks, however, 
averaged between $15,000 and $20.- | 





pleted one year of operation with 
station’s handling of public events | 
and sports as one of the leading 
_ factors in -hypo: of set sales, i | 


| Haven and Br mmanpert are eee 





lease won't affect TV. Each week- 
| ly issue is to run 30 minutes, with 
i half of the footage devoted to doc- 
umentaries on activities especially 
interesting to the kid viewers, such 


Basic $25 Fee Is Set By 
AGVA For All Its Acts 
In Philly Tele Scene 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

A minimum basic fee of $25 has 
been set here for all acts appear- 
ing on television, Fred Nerritt. lo- 
cal represeniative of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, announced 
in a letter sent to all bookers, tele- 
vision stations and indie TV pack- 
agers in this area. 

The figure is $25 net, and does 
not include commissions to agents 
or other deductions. Nerritt said 
the move was taken to stabilize ac- 
tors’ video wages. The $25 mini- 
mum must be paid to AGVA head- 
quarters in advance of the telecast, 
otherwise the act isn’t permitted 


etc. 





PHILCO TV DUE TO COST 


Philco Corp. and Actors Equity, 
| which jointly produce the “Philco 
| Television Playhouse,” this week 
turned down a bid from the Stage 
a standby | 
manager for the show, on the piea 
that the weekly talent and produc- 
tion nut is well over the budget. 

Under the proposal, Equity 
$75 
a week. Job would be rotated so 
that several managers might get 


'a chance to work in the new me- tO 80 on. 
/dium. Stage managers used on! The’ Entertainment Managers 
the show presently are NBC-TV Assn., largest of the local booking 


staffers (labeled “floor managers”’) | 
over whom Equity has no jurisdic- 
tion. Idea was shelved when Bert 
Lytell, who serves as liaison be- 
tween Philco and Equity on the 
program, pointed out that Equity 


groups, at its meeting Thursday 
(16) expessed itself entirely in ac- 
cord with the AGVA move. 

Principal reason for the mini- 
mum and the demand that it be 
paid exclusively to the branch, in- 
stead of the individual actor. is to 
wipe out the practice of kickbacks 
—now current because of the un- 
derstandable desire of performers 
to get into the TV spotlight. 


FIELDS’ ADDED TV SERIES 

Jules Fields, former 20th-ox 
publicity chief, who recently inked 
a distribution deal with United Art- 
| ists for three series of 12! 2-minute 
|TV shows on film, has added an- 
other series to his repertoire. It is 
|a marionette show labeled “Marion 


out of its present budget. 

Show, which is aired Sunday 
nights on NBC-TV, originally car- 
ried an $11,000 weekly budget for 
talent and production costs. In re-) 
the cost has 





000, Most of the increase has been! 
due to the hypoed cost of story 
properties, caused by the spirited 
bidding for suitable scripts 


CONN. ALLOCATIONS 
Hartford, Dec. 21. 





In a revised codification of allo- ;'"’ Ed.” 
cation of television channels by} Shows will be based on w.k. 
the FCC, four Connecticut metro- vaude acts and numbers froin 


politan areas are listed for a total 
of five stations. 

Two are listed for the Hartford- 
New Britain area. Waterbury, New 


Broadway revues, with the puppets 
performing the material rather 
than the original actors. Russell 
| Patterson will design the figures as 
needed. and Ruth ere will clef 


one each, - the original music. $f 


Rom 
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Par Prepared to Fight FCC Ed 
On DuM Control: 7 Bids at Stake IN PALEY COUP 


Washington, Dec. 21. ¢ 


Paramount expects to fight the 
decision handed down last week by) 
the FCC on its alleged control oft 
the Allen B. DuMont Labs. Ruling 
would prohibit both Par and Du- 
Mont from receiving any further 
tele station grants, under the Com- 
mission’s edict of not more than 
five owned-and-operated stations to 
a custome! 

Following the FCC's decision 
Par’s Washington attorne) Duke 
M. Patrick, told VaArriery that the 
film company expects to file ex- 
ceptions to the proposed FCC ac- 
tion and for oral arguments. Com- 
mission grants 15 days for submit- 
ting such requests. 

Ruling stated that although Par 
owns only about 30° of the Du- 
Mont stock, it exercises control 
over the company. FCC proposed 
to deny all applications which both 
Par and its subsidiary companies, 
as well as DuMont, now have pend- 
ing, except for two applications 
considered not directly involved. 
Hit by the edict are seven Par and 
DuMont bids in Boston, San Fran- 
cisco, Cleveland, Detroit and Cin- 
cinnati. Action was bypassed for 
Par applications in Tampa, filed by 
Gulf Theatres (a subsid), and in 
Des Moines, filed by its 50°o- 
owned Tri-States Meredith Broad- 
casting Co 

The fact that Par did not inter- 
fere with the day-to-day manu- 
facturing and broadcasting activi- 
ties of DuMont is not decisive in 
determination of the issues, FCC 
said. “Control exists if the right or 
power to control is present, and it 
is not necessary that the right or 
power be exercised,” it found, “Ac- 
cordingly,” the Commission said, 


“there is no need to deal the in- | 


stances in which Paramount has 
actually employed its prerogatives 
under its control pattern. The fact 
is that Paramount can, and has ex- 
erted its authority and influence 
on broad questions of policy, par- 
(Continued on page 35) 


Ima Phillips’ 
Video Soaper 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Irna Phillips, veteran scriptress 
of daytime serials, has signed ex- 
Clusively as television staff writer 
for NBC, Chicago. Her first video 
venture will be “These Are My 
Children,” dramatic serial set for 





three nights a week on the NBC 


net, beginning in January. 

New show will be eagle-eyed by 
the trade to see if Miss Phillips 
comes up with the tele equivalent 
of the radio serial. Sometimes 
billed as the “mother of soap 
opera,” she has created seven of 
AM’s top daytime strips. starting 
with “Today’s Children,” which 
she launched here in 1932. She 
currently seripts “Guiding Light.” 

Her tele show will use innova- 
tions in lighting, camera work, and 
dialog said to minimize settings 
and cehearsal time. Story line is 
that of family life in the postwar 
era. Series probably will go to five- 
a-week after the first 13 weeks are 
rounded out. Several prospective 
bankrollers are already on the 
horizon. 





Benay Venuta Set For 
‘Punch With Judy’ Vidshow 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Benay Venuta has been set to 
lead “Punch With Judy” teleshow 
packaged by Mal Boyd, Stanley 


Cowan and Andre Merritt Paul. 
Program is skedded to bow on 


KLAC-TV Jan. 3. 

“Punch” is a one-hour variety- 
audience participation-giveaway 
Stanza. It will be placed on kine- 
Scope film and made available to 
Outside markets. 


ct 





Par’s Profit 


Washington, Dec. 2! 
Paramount Pictures has 
seeking in recent months 
to sell its stoek in DuMont 
Television, for which it origin 
ally paid $164,000, for $10,000.- 
O00 Federal 


been 


Communications 
Commission disclosed in its 
decision last week 
that Par’s 30 interest in Du- 


Mont constitutes 


pl Opo ed 


control 

Present value of the DuMont 
stock is between $3 and $4 per 
share, according to the FCC, 
while the market value of the 
Class A stock is between $13 
and $14 per share. “If all of 
the Paramount stock (Para- 
mount owns all DuMont Class 

B stock: were sold at the cur 
rent market value of the Class 

A stock,” the decision tound, 
“the proceeds would approxi- 
mate $8.00C,000 Paramount's 
officials have considered only 
the joint sale of its Class A 
and Class B stock because ot 
the advice of its attorneys that 

it shoulc not sell only its Class 

A stock. 


o— ' 
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TELE BIG FACT 

















That CBS capital gains coup in 
Benny Amos ‘n 
Andy, et al.. awav from NBC, may 


Snaring Jack 


have repercussions in television as 


well. Trade observers already see 
NBC getting into a heap of trouble 
in its TV activities, unle it finds 
shows sutfficien tro! to plu 
those holes in its Sunday night AM 
schedule created by the CBS raids 


ond the decisions ot both Fred 
Allen and Edgar Bergen to retire 

Unless that solution is found, it’s 
considered a certainty that NBC's 
radio billings will tumble. That. in 
turn, will almost certainly call for 
a retrenchment in the 
rent television 
RCA, through board chairman 
David R. Sarnoff, has permitted 
NBC to lose that $38.000,000, to 
$3,500,000 vearly in its tele opera 
tions until now since NBC's radio 
billings have been heavy enough to 
absorb TV’s extra load But if 
those AM billings take a dip. it’s 
believed Sarnoff will be forced to 
warn the tele 
slowly. 

Move wouldn't entail much of a 
change in NBC-TV’s programming, 


web's cur 


spending spree 


boys to go more 





Ohio Institute 
To Jump Aboard 


~ Tele Bandwagon 


Columbus, Dec. 21 
Television will have a 
share than before in the program 
of Ohio State University’s Institute 
for Education by Radio next May, 
according to an announcement 
made this week by Dr. I. Keith 
Tyler, Institute director and co- 
ordinator of radio activities at 
OSU. 
This decision was made by a re- 


cently - formed = advisory group 
which met here last week and 
which plans a second session in 
mid-January. 


After considering attendance fig- 
ures for last year’s Institute, criti- 
cisms of the events and programs 
and organizations of the sessions, 

(Continued on page 35) 


MPLS. BALL CLUB OKAYS 
TELE; ST. PAUL NIXES 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Minneapolis American Assn. 
baseball games, excepting those 
on Sundays and holidays, will be 
televised again next season over 
KSTP as well as broadcast over 
another station, according to pres- 
ent plans. The baseball manage- 
ment doesn't believe that TV ad- 
versely alfected tast) season's at- 
tendance, which was the largest in 
recent years. 

The St. Paul club. however, will 
not permit the televising of its 
games, but it has renewed for two 
years its contract with WMIN for 
the radio broadcast of all games. 
excepting Sundays and_ holidays. 
It turned down TV last season. 

Although televised, Univ. of Min- 
nesota football games here drew 
the largest crowds in history, aver- 
aging around 65,000. Every game 
'was a sellout, with extra stands and 
‘seats on the ficld necessary to help 
accommodate the throngs. 








Kellogg to Sponsor 
‘Singing Lady’ on TV 


Kellogg Co. has bought “The 
Singing Lady.” Ireene Wicker show, 
on ABC's eastern and midwest tele 
networks starting Sunday. Feb. 13 
The half-hour show will be slot- 
ted at 6:30 p.m. 

N. W. Ayer agency handled the 
fdéal on a 52-week basis: 


larger 


which now outstrips all competition 
in the TV Hooperratings. Cream 
evening hours on NBC’s east coast 
teleweb are almost completely sold 
out, thereby removing the costly 
burden of sustaining shows. Sut 
budgets on the raft of new house 


packages now being lined up for 


auditioning would probably be 
trimmed. In addition, the web 
might be forced to forget about 
some of those costly special events 
it’s carried during the last couple 
of years on a sustaining basis, such 
as last summer’s pickup from an 
aircraft carrier 

Of top importance, however, is 
the possibility that CBS, through 
its radio coup, may now be able to 
snare many affiliate stations for its 
TV network that are currently con- 
sidered borderline cases. That ultra- 
strong Sunday night radio lineup 
may see some AM affiliates moving 
from NBC over to its rival web, in 
order to maintain their listening 
audiences. Many of these stations 
also have TV outlets, which would 
(in all probability follow the leader 
into the CBS fold. If that happens, 
CBS may build its tele web into a 
position stronger than that of NBC, 
which in turn might result in many 
of the top bankrollers now en- 
isconced on NBC's side switching 
‘over to CBS. 

In addition, should NBC-TV’'s 
programming leadership fall under 
the CBS guns, many indie tele sta- 
tions with no AM connections are 
expected to swing over to CBS. 
Most of these until now have inked 
non-exclusive affiliation pacts with 
three or four webs, taking the best 
shows available trom each. It’s ex- 
pected, though, that they'll eventu- 
ally wind up with a single network. 
And, if that time finds CBS in the 
top position, then CBS can be ex- 
pected to get the gravy. 


CBS Warns Exhibs 
Lay Off Rose Bowl 


Hollywood. Dec. 21 

CBS is taking steps to preserve 
its exclusivity on the Rose Bow! 
telecast. Network has _ warned 
Shrine Auditorium not to use the 
telecast and advised theatre exhibs 
in area that the network and the 
| Pacific Coast Intercollegiate Ath- 
letic Conference, and Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses Association 
had exclusive dea! which precluded 
video broadcast anywhere for com- 
mercial purposes or where admis- 
sion is charged. 

Letter said CBS. officials “have 
no reason to believe” that tele- 
broadcast is planned in theatres 
but is simply notifying all who 
might be interested that “any un- 
authorized use of broadcast will be 
iviewed as intringement.” | 





NBC-TV SPREE? 





ATT Gives Up on Webs Squabbles: 


Will Allocate Channels on Its Own 





C’est La TV 


They're thinking of chang 
in the title from 
utives Club to Tele, on Ex- 


> | 
Rac iM) PLAC 


eculives Club 

Noran E Nick Kersta 
N BC tele PX e( nit the mackKpotl 
in ) i i { ) 
annual Christmas party Thu 
Gay 16 il the Hotel Roose 
velt N \ Kersta walked off 
with eight separate prizes, in- 
cluding a ham, case ot cl 
pagne. case ot beer, case of 
coilee pipe razo blades, 


money clip and tie holdei 


Tournament Of 
Champs Bids For 
TV Properties 


The Tournament of Champions 
has started negotiations for its first 
major acquisition. TC, comprising 
CBS, Music Corp. of America and 
George Kletz wealthy — plastics 
manufacturer, is now dickering for 
the purchase of the San Francisco 
Shamrocks, a hockey team now 
owned by MCA. 

Other TC components are re- 
ported ready to shell out sufficient 
coin in the club to make them 
equal partners in the running of 
that enterprise. Whether the sale 
of the San Francisco Winterland 
is part of the deal now being dis- 
cussed isn't known as vet. MCA 





also owns the Winterland, where 
the Shamrocks play their home 
games. 

This is all part of TC’s long- 


range plan to buy and operate 
varied sports enterprises for 
mainly television purposes. 
Another TC enterprise in the 
making is an annual football game 
between two top eastern college 


(Continued on page 35) 


‘SUPPER CLUB’S’ 2-WAY 
RADIO-TELE SPREAD 


Chesterfield cigarets this week 
was on the verge of signing with 
NBC television for a simultaneous 
TV pickup of its “Chesterfield Sup- 
per Club” radio airer. Show would 
be telecast Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays in the 7 to 7:15 p.m. 
slot on the full NBC east coast 
web, with Perry Come starred. 
Program originates in Hollywood 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 








NBC televised the show on a 
closed circuit Monday (20) night 


and kinescoped the results for sub- 
mission to Chesterfield toppers and 
the Newell-Emmett ad agency, 
which handles the account. Final 
inking of the deal depends on the 
success of the experiment. If they 
give the nod this week, it may tee 
ol! Friday (24) as part of NBC-TV’'s 
special Christmas offerings. 

Show will be the only one aired 
simultaneously on both radio and 
icle by NBC-TV, if the deal goes 
through. With the exception of 
sporadic pickups of the NBC Syvm- 
phony Orch, the web has bypassed 
simuleasts on the assumption that 
they don’t make for good video 
viewing 


Locai Chevroiet dealers this 
week signed to sponsor “Winner 
Take All,” half-hour quiz show 
aired Wednesday nights on the 


CBS-TV web 
Ewald. 

Show, carried by CBS as a sus- 
tainer for the last several months. 
has consistently copped one of the 
top 10 Hooperatings. Chevvy is 
scheduled to take over either Jan. 
5 or 12. It’s not yet determined 
whether the outfit will bankroll 
the program on CBS-TV’s eagst 
coast web, or locally over WCBS- 
TV' (iN. Yi. 


Agency is Campbell- 


* American 


Tele- 
nowhere 


Telephone & 


graph, getting exactly 


after several weeks of trving to 
line up channel allocations on the 
east-to-midwest coaxial cable, gave 
up at a meeting with network rep- 
resentatives Friday 17 and de- 
cided to work out a final plan o1 
its own. That plan is to be handed 
Lo tne b rade is I's LOIS wee} 

ic! tne\ have no aiternatl e 


but to accept. 

AT&T it the same time, an- 
nounced plans to ease the conges- 
tion by opening additional chan- 
nels between Philadelphia and 
Chicago before July 1. Under the 
new plan, two new west-bound 
links would be added to the single 
channel now equipped to. carr 


programs in either’ direction. 
which is scheduled for a Jan. 12 
teeoff. Additional facilities, whi's 
improving the situation, won't 
solve the problem, however, since 
still only one channel in either 


direction is to be in operation after 
6 p.m. nightly. And it’s the fight 
over the Sunday night allocations 
that has stymied settlement of the 
intra-industry squabble to date 

Broadcasters fighting for time 
on the east-to-midwest link in- 
clude ABC, CBS, DuMont, NBC 
and the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX., 
Latter, while an indie operation, 
has a working agreement to feed 
to and receive shows from the Chi- 
cago Tribune’s WGN-TV. Final 
play is expected to incorporate the 
compromises worked out by the 
broadcasters in previous sessions, 
but the phone company will be 
forced to act as final arbiter in the 
Sunday night mixup. 

DuMont’s Opportunity 

Addition of the new facilities in 
the near future will help pave the 
way for DuMont to grab off a 
channel to spread its daytime pro- 

(Continued on page 35 


Weintraub’s TV 
Bid; Name Kersta 


Noran E. (‘Nick’) Kersta, one 
of the top NBC television officials, 
and an industry pioneer, leaves the 
web after New Year's to take over 
as chief of the Weintraub ad agen- 
ey’s new tel. department. Estab- 
lishment of the department imme- 
diately points up the possibility 
that both Walter Winchell and 
Drew Pearson, whose radio shows 





are bankrolled by Weintraub 
clients, may be seen on tele in 
the near future. 

Kersta, now exec assistant to 


NBC tele veepee Sidney N. Strotz. 
has been associated with the web's 
TV activities since 1935, when 
NBC operated its first experimental 
station in N. Y., W2XBS. He took 
a leave of absence in 1941 to serve 
as a Marine Corps officer during 
the war, returning in 1945 as di- 
rector of TV operations. He was 
appointed assistant to Strotz last 
spring, following the latter’s take- 
over of the top TV job after the 
resignation of Frank E. Mullen. 
Kersta is now a board member of 
the Television Broadcasters Assn. 
and serves on TBA’s code commit- 
tee. 

Rumors that Winchell’s Sunday 
night radio show via ABC would be 
simultaneously telecast have been 
rampant ever since Kaiser-Frazer 
took over the commentator’s con- 
tract from Jergen'’s Lotion. Same 
holds true for Pearson, whose Sun- 
day night show on the same web is 
sponsored by Lee Hats. 





WOR GIFTS HOSPITALS 


WOR, N. Y., will gift each of 
New York City’s 19 hospitals hav- 
ing a free children’s ward with a 
tele set. 

Sets will be bought with surplus 
cash remaining from station's an- 
nual ‘Christmas Fund, kicked in by 
listeners to aid the underprivileged. 
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The patient, painted cigar-store Indian did a good job of bringing the people 
in, of distinguishing one store from all others...until everybody had a 
wooden Indian. Then somebody had to create some new characters to attract 


the customers. 


Its like that in radio today. Everybody knows the job radio ean do in calls 
ing the customers in. But who stands out “in front of your store” is still 


very important. lis vot Lo be the nieht show. 


Thats why sO many of the country s bigeest and smartest advertisers are 
turning to CBS Package Programs. They ve found it pays to have shows 
like Suspense, My Friend Irma, or Arthur God{rey out there in front. 

There are 2] sponsored CBS Package Shows on the air today—the largest 
operation of its kind in all radio. But it doesn’t stop there. Right now, in 
work or on the air, are other shows, ranging the whole field of programming. 
Among them, very likely, is the show to stand in Tront of your store; and 


call the customers tn. 


(For instance, have you heard Life with Luigi? Or My Favorite Husband?) 
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Hypo to Video Promotion Seen In 
Rumored Excess Profits Tax Return 


Return of the excess profits tax,¢ 
now reportedly being mulled by 
President Truman and his advisers, 
will be highly advantageous in pro- 
moting the future growth of tele- 
vision if it goes through. That's 
the opinion of top tele officials, 
who envision the tax as resulting 
both in the spending of more 
money on video by advertisers and 
in heavier investments in TV expe 
industry itseit 


+} 


imenial wore b tne 
\lanyv of the country’s top-spend 
ine advertisers are definitely keep 
ing in mind the possibility that the 
ta iv be reimvosed in setting up 
tine 1949 ad budget If there's a 
( » { it the Government [e\ 
t} plan to tol 
lo » course of action simliar to 
t during tne war years At that 
time. it’s recalled. the country’s top 


organizations invested heavily in 
advertising. figuring it would be 
better to reap whatever benefits 
thev could from their excess prol 
than turn them over to 
nt for no tangible re 


its, rathe 
the Governn 
sults 

If the Government imposes that 
tax again. tele toppers feel sure 
these organizations will again hypo 
their ad budgets. Money would 


probably be spread around, of 
course. among all ad media, includ 
ing newspapers magazines and 


redio. But. with the TV industry 
now riding the wave of its phenom- 
enal expansion during the postwar 
era. tele exees feel certain they'll 
come in for a heavy share of the 
increased budgets. 

Tele industry itself expects to 
spend more money if the tax goes 
through, rather than turn excess 
protits over to the Government. No 
tele outfit, of course, has yet shown 
a profit in its broadcasting opera- 
tions. but RCA, for example, would 
undoubtedly fall into the excess 
profits category. Same holds true 
for CBS, which has lost money on 
TV but still chalks up heavy profits 
each vear on its AM billings. Tele 
receiver set manufacturers, too. 
would be in a position to invest 
more money if the tax were im- 
posed. The webs and organizations 
like RCA are expected to sink their 
excess profits into further experi- 
mentation to improve such things 
as TV transmission, while the set 
manufacturers can be expected to 
experiment heavily in increasing 
the quality of reception. 


AUTHORS LEAGUE OUT 
FOR TELE AFFILIATE 


Authors League of America is 
going ahead with formation of a 
new affiliate. the Television 
Writers Guild. Entire membership 
has been notified to intorm the 
Leizue video committee, headed 
by Rex Stout, about what they have 
written, sold or leased for TV, and 
the terms involved, and about 
adaptation of their work for the 
tele medium. Da.a is requested 
“as soon as possible.” 

Jurisdiction over the TV writing 
field is still muddled, with the 
Screen Writers Guild holding out 
for authority over films for TV. 
and the Radio Writers Guild, 
Which already has technical juris- 
diction, anxious to assist in imme- 
diste formation of the TWG and 
a vigorous organizing drive. One 
miter reportedly still to be de- 
cided is when the new TWG would 
be given full control of its own 


affairs 





Dunning’s 20G Take For 
Ist Year of ABC ‘Animatic’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 21 
Carroll Dunning, inventor ot 
*“Animatic.” variation of stereopti- 
con slides that preceded films, ink- 
ed a precedent setting deal with 
A®SC ior rovalties on films used on 
television. Network acquired ex- 
clusive rights to the projector, de- 
Signed to achieve lowcost telefilm 
Shows and commercials. Dunning 
gels $1.80 for each frame of film 
used by the net, regardless of the 
number of stations involved 
On one 15-minute show. “Guess 
Asauin,” only 84 frames are used. 
Dunning gets $151.20 for the show 
Network expects to have at least 
100 shows running in 1949 with 
Dunning’s take expected to run 
close to $20,000 for the first year. 
Out of that he furnishes machines 
“uflo to stations at $169 per ma- 
AQG i ccaenen 


"HOLD OFF CONTRACT ON 
TV LITERARY RIGHTS: 


Plans for the inauguration of a 
standardized television contract 
for the purchase of literary rights, 
initiated last week by World Video 





>>) ssaurcess ,at, $323,000, Bowl ube. i... 


exec Henry S. White. have been 
| delayed until after New Year's. 
Broadcasters, package producers, 
ad agencies and others interested 


Dunning Animatic Low 
Cost Film System May nis." map ait he 
Be Boon to Daytimers "es adareiieee of the four ma- 


Dunning Animatic system, new jor tele webs, plus spokesmen for 
stop - action film method for the Theatre Guild, several agen- 
television shows unveiled success- cies and indie packagers, met with 
fully bv ABC-TV last week. may | White last Thursday (16) to get the 
prove a boon to broadeasters plan-| ball rolling Group agreed that 
ning on davtime video operations they all faced the same problem 


because of the comparatively low in being held up by authors’ agents 


cost for which shows can be pro- in attempts to obtain story prop- 
duced. In addition the system erties for TV shows They de- 
will be extremely valuable to spon- | cided to recess until after the hohi- 
[O01 ince the demonstration com- days in order to have time to think 
mercials shown last week bore over the siluation thoroughly be- 


impact fore deciding on thei future 


course ot action 


considerable viewe! 

Svstem, which involves a_ pro- 
jector similar to those used for 
slide films, achieves animation with 
l6m film bv pulling each frame 
into position on a screen in 1/ 200th 
of a second Frames may be 
changed either automatically, 
through an inaudible note on the 
soundtrack disk synchronized with 
the action. or through manual 
push-button control, if the narra- 
tion is to be done live. ABC-TV 
has sewed up exclusive television 
use to the process 


School Via Video 
Planned by NBC 


First series of television shows 
designed especially for educational 
purposes is slated to tee off on 
System will provide a one-min-'| the NBC-TV web shortly after the 
ute commercial for as little as first of the year. Idea is an exten- 
$400, as compared to a plug pro-. sion into video of NBC’s “college- 
duced through the usval film ani- bv-radio” formula and will be 
mation technique, which often supervised directly by the same 
runs as high as $4,500. according NBC official, Sterling Fisher, who 
to ABC-TV veepee Bud Barry. Be- heads up the web's pub relations 
cause of the stop-action method, a and education division 
20-minute show can be_ produced Plans for the series, not yet 
on about three feet of film. as) finalized, call for the shows to be 
against the 800 feet that would be aired across-the-board in the late 
required for a straight motion pic-| afternoon hours. They'll be 
ture. Such a show, Barry said, can) slanted especially at the primary 
be offered to bankrollers for as and secondary grade moppets and 
littie as $2,000, whereas a similar are to cover all fields ot kids’ ac- 
show on film has gone begging at. tivities Programs are to be tied 
$10,000. in with the boards of education 
One of the.chief advantages of in each city on the network and 
the process is that a complete 20. have already received their official 
or 30-minute show can be mailed blessing. along with that of the 
in an envelope to affiliate stations, | National Education Society 
together with either a script for Some of the top educators in 
live dialog or with the disk. which the country. including such names 
is to utilize the new long-playing as Harvard Univ.’s Dr. Harlow 
principle. Thus, ABC-TV will be Shapley. are now being lined up 
able to bypass many of the prob- to handle various phases of the 
lems inherent in live networking program. Shows will also be car- 
of shows, or in shipping them to ried on NBC-TV stations in the 
affiliates via standard film. midwest. if the web can get the 
Film used in Friday’s demonstra-  D€ceSsary time allocation on the 
tion resembled comic strip frames. | ©4St to midwest cable. 


Despite the fact that one frame 
ABC Pat in RTDG Row 


might have been held on _ the 
Faced with a walkout’ threat 


screen for 30 second or more, the 
various program formats demon- 
dienes. interes © Seueiderable au- trom: its cue-throwing staff. ABC- 
vented by Carroll H. Dunning, a7» sneneneeees agreed yemer- 
prez of Dunningcolor Corp., and ony nage 7” poy BeRerannone 
his son, Dodge. Stal with the Radio and Television: Di- 
rectors Guild for a union. Initial 
talks are slated for today (Wed.). 
St. Louis—KXOK copped a cer- Previously, ABC-TV refused to do 
tificate of appreciation from the business with RTDG on a pact for 
St. Louis Chapter of the American full-fledged directors since the 
Red Cross in recognition of services latter were considered as super- 
to the organization during 1947-48. visory personnel. 


Inside Television 


Special public service film on displaced persons, lensed by indie 
producer Ted Hudis under sponsorship of the Citizens’ Committee on 
D.P.’s, is being offered gratis to television stations throughout the 
country. Titled “Arrival of the Delayed Pilgrims.” the semi-documen- 
tary was shot on 16m stock and is narrated by Edward R. Murrow. 
Film runs 14!» minutes 

Final scoring of the film. together with Murrow’s soundtrack, is now 
being edited and it’s being readied for general TV release Jan. 6. 
WPTZ ‘Philco, Philadelphia) has already booked it for transmission as 
soon as possible. 











NBC television this week inked a three-year pact for use of the 
International theatre, on New York’s Columbus Circle, as a full-time 
TV studio. Deal is on a four-and-a-third-month basis. with options 
running up to the three vears. 

Theatre, used previously for legiters. has been dark for the last eight 
months. NBC-TV takes over Jan. 10. with Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre” probably inaugurating the house for tele the following night 
Present plans call for NBC-TV to stage the new Friday night Admiral 
vaudeo presentation there also, when it tees off in January. 


Weekly check of consumer held television sets made by the Southern 
Calitornia Radio and Electrical Appliance Dealers is on the top secret 
list insofar as revealing which of the manufacturers leads in popularity 
with the public. Local dealers held out on releasing any figures on the 
number of sets they had sold until six weeks ago. Bill Quinn of the 
Appliance Dealers guaranteed each distributor that his figures would 
never be released for general information. With the guarantee to sales 
figures only in total compilation release, dealers assented. Total figure 
as ot Dec. | had reached 67,450 sets for the L. A. area. 


L. A. Times-Mirror, CBS television station, KTTV, has briefed itself 
thoroughly for the torthcoming telensing of the Rose Bowl football! 
gaine on Jan. 1. Though station is not yet on the air, it has telensed 
nine grid tilts this season. Closed circuit videoing was instigated to 
give cameramen and director with grid battle technique and insure 
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Tele Chatter 











New York 


KGDM-TY. Stockton, Cal., latest 
tele outlet to sign an affiliation 
past with CBS-TV.. Owned and 
operated by E. F. Pefter, the sta- 
tion is scheduled for a late spring 
launching... General Electric, 
through B.B.D.&O., has picked up 
the next 13-week option on “Riddle 
Me This,” half-hour quiz show 
aired Sunday nights on CBS-TV 
John Garfield scheduled to make 
his first appearance in a TV dra- 
matic show Jan. 9 in “Little Wife.” 
to be presented in the Actors Stu- 
dio-World Video series om ABC-TV 

Gloria Swanson, star ol a 
weekly Thursday night show on 
the N. Y. Daily News’ WPLX, un- 
derwent an appendectomy Monday 
20 Various guest stars are to 
take over until she’s able to return 

Comedian Jack Gilford, who's 
been doing the commercials on the 
Phil Silvers’ Arrow Show” on 
NBC-TV, named a permanent mem- 
ber of the cast 

“Vanity Fair,” CBS-TV’s halt- 
hour davtimer featuring Dorothy 
Doan, goes four times weekly start- 
ing Jan. 12. when Wednesday and 
Friday are added to the current 
Tuesday and Thursday schedule 

“What's It Worth?” CBS-TV 
quizzer, now aired in the 8:35 to 9 
Friday night slot,  half-an-hour 
later than previously. New Morey 
Amsterdam show took over the 8 
to 8:30 period... Maestro Leopold 
Stokowski and Henri Leiser sct- 
ting up telefilm production agency 
called Teleconcert, which will 
package and_ distribute’ vidpix 
based on classical music. Stokow- 
ski, besides selecting the music and 
serving as co-producer, will also 
appear as conductor on the screen 

KDYL-TV, Salt Lake City, 
owned by the _— Inter-Mountain 
Broadcasting Corp., inked an affili- 
ation pact with CBS-TV. 


Hollywood 

Bebe Daniels is taking television 
scripts to England with her. Plans 
are still tentative, but Aé:S Lyons 
agency said there is strong like- 
lihood that Miss Daniels will film— 
a video series while abroad . 
J. C. Lewis and Ira Walsh have 
been added to production staff of 
KTSL Telepix has made 10 
one-minute video commercials for 
Bullocks department stores 
William Frawley has been added to 
cast of Eclipse Productions ‘Ring- 


MEMPHIS’ 5006 WMCT 
OFF TO SOCK START 


Memphis, Dec. 21. 

Memphis and the mid-south’s 
first television station zoomed off 
to a sock start when WMCT-TV 
launched its $500,000 operation 
here Dec. 11. 

Memphis’ new video outlet. own- 
ed by the Commercial Appeal, 
Scripps-Howard daily, packaged a 
four-and-a-halt-hour show for its 
preem performance which includ- 
ed formal kickoff by retiring Gov. 
James McCord and Mayor James 
Pleasants. Also sandwiched in on 
station’s eye-opener were Enoch 
Brown, prexy of Memphis Publish- 
ing Co.; Frank Ahlgren, editor, 
and Niles Trammel, NBC chief, 
who sent message from New York. 

The Memphis morning daily has 
hypoed the WMCT-TV operation 
with running page one accounts 
coupled with pix layouts. Mem- 
phians have poured better than a 
million dollars in buying sets here. 
Dealers told Variety this week 
that more than 1,500 sets have been 
sold in this sector. 


Mpls. Theatre’s TV Set 
Builds Own Clientele 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

While subject of television in 
theatres has been much discussed, 
RKO-Orpheum theatre has been 
quietly capitalizing on it. Tele- 
vision received installed on theatre 
mezzanine shortly after KSTP-TV 
began first local tele broadcasts 
has built up a regular clientele of 
viewers. 

Set is in operation for all tele- 
casts, and baseball, football, hockey 
and basketball have attracted 
many. Odd thing about the ar- 
rangement is the theatre doesn’t 
even own the set. It was installed 
by Don Leary, retailer, as a dem- 
onstrator and has paid off in good- 
will and advertising. 

Theatre makes no mention of the 
service in its advertising, but 


word-ofwueuth, bas been good, - . 


| tions. 





, 


side”’ video-pix series . , , Dorothy 
Porter, Pinky Lee and Mae Wij. 
liams will make a combined 19 
telepix for Martin Murray Produc. 
Pix will be five minutes and 
filmed on 35m Coast Federal 
Savings and Loan Co., sponsoring 
18-one minute spots over KTSL, 
Allen B. Dumont Labs will handie 
65 spots over station . . . Danny 
O'Neil, Mabel Todd, Mary Lewig 
and Mare Lawrence have been set 
for 15-minute telepic, “Big Eve 
Shamus” being produced by Larry 


Finley. Pic is the second to be 
made in the series Bobby 
Worth handling regular TV show 


over KLAC-TV Tele Reel Pro. 
ductions has been tormed by Jack 
RK. Berne and A. Earle Waltman, 
Firm will make a series of “Holly. 
wood Hobby” films Jack and 
Patty Meakin have been set as a 
five -das weeki\ tele. 
vision package by KTT\ Pro- 
gram will be simple music show 
with Jack Meakin at the piano and 
Patty Meakin handling vocal} 
chores Meakins will spike show 
with light husband and wife pat- 
ter. Frank Woodruff has been 
closeted as director . Yom Han- 
lon and Bill Henry set to do play- 
by-play and color for KTTY tele. 
cast of Rose Bow! game Jan. | 


1S-minute 


Chicago 

Rita Du Ray, who formerly han- 
dled makeup and costume = de- 
signing at the Goodman theatre, 
has joined NBC's tele staf 
Nina Edinger = switching 
WBBM's sales to WBKB's 
uling dept. Arthur Berg, former 
radio director for MacFarland 
Aveyard, added to WGN-TYV’'s sales 
staff Ed Roden, WBKB direc- 
tor, shifting to the Meredith TV'er 
in Syracuse Bankroller tor 
WBKB’s “‘Tele-Charades” is finally 
in sight WNBQ's weekly sked 
will total about 18 hours when it 
begins regular programming Jan, 
8... WENR-TYV is holding weekly 
forums on TY, following telecasts 
of “Vaudeo Varieties.” Sessions 
are moderated by Eddie Hubbard, 
with WENR-TV staffers on hand to 
answer queries from the studio 
audience Engineers added to 
NBC's midwest tele staff include 
Paul Hempen, Francis Nault and 
Bob Steidle . To warn against 
drunken driving, WENR-TV_ had 
three volunteers toss off drinks on 
“Holiday tor Death” for first-hand 
proof of slowed reactions 


Landlord-Tenant Video 
Antenna War in Hub 
Curbs 5,000 Installations 


Boston, Dec. 21. 
Boston is currently undergoing 
a fierce landlord-tenant video an- 
tenna war, with the Hub landlords 
still battling the lookers to a stand- 
still. So far video has been bar- 
red from the downtown apartment 
houses, and it looks like it'll re 
main barred until somebody comes 
up with a ‘master’ antenna that 
can pipe video into every unit. 
The landlords’ ruling, made by 
the potent Boston Apartment 
House Owners’ Assn., which repre- 
sents only 400 apartment house 
owners, but which sparks the ac- 
tions of three times as many, fol- 
lows the: precedent set in the an- 
tenna days of radio. Idea is that 
it is impossible to clutter up 4 
rooftop with anywhere from 10 to 
50 individual video antennas, not 
only because it is unsightly but 
because each would interfere with 
the effectiveness of the other. 
As a result a very big potential 
video audience is denied access to 
proper video installation Local 
experts fifure that if there were 
some way to overcome this diffi- 
culty, Boston would add nearly 5- 
000 video units to the 35.000 to 
tal in a week or two. 


from 
SO hed- 


KTLA Planning Daily 
Kinescope Programming 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Paramount's KTLA is planning 
to expand use of kinescope record 
ings into daily telensing. Par® 
mount Video Transcription unit, 
operation’s own kinescope record 
ing device, is due to be installed 
here in early January. 

Station will transcribe emergency 
events such as fires and disasters. 
performers unable to do TV shows 
during operating hours and VIPS 
who have nightime commitments, 





\in the afternoon on closed circuit. 


Recordings will be presented 4 
’ 


‘lelayed .telepasts...... ‘ 
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MOREY AMSTERDAM SHOW 
With Art Carney, Jacqueline Su- 
sann; Niles & Fossie, Eileen Bar- 
ton, guests 
Producers: Irving Mansfield, Barry | 

Wood 
Director: Kingman Moore 
Writers: Amsterdam, Mansfield, 

Lou Meltzer 
Set: Richard Rychtarik 
30 Mins.: Fri., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 
CBS-TYV, from N. Y. 

CBS television has fashioned a 
potential winner in the new 
“Morey Amsterdam Show” to help 
lift the currently plodding Friday 
night TV sked. Amsterdam, who's 
been guesting sporadically on varl- 


ous tele shows since before the 
war. is a natural for the medium 
and could become one of its top 
comedians on the strength of the 
preem program 17 CBS has 


backed the show with lush produc- 


tion mountings and top entertain- 
ment values 

Format is patterned after Am- 
sterdaim’s Tuesday night radio 
airer for CBS, representing basic- 
ally a vaudeo presentation Am- 
sterdam carries most of the load 
as emcee in the mythical Golden 
Goose nitery, for which an authen- 
tic set was executed by designer 


Richard Rychtarik on the stage of 
the Maxine Elliot theatre, N. Y.., 
from where the show originates. 
Guests from the studio audience 
are brought up on the stage to 
serve as ringside patrons, thereby 
giving Amsterdam a familiar back- 
ground for his talents. 

Amsterdam did a top job on the 
preem, demonstrating his versa- 
tility with a fast-flowing line of 
gags ‘some new), terping a buck- 
and-wing and playing a _ straight 
rendition of ‘Dark Eyes’ on his 
cello. Always an intimate comic, 
Amsterdam projected’ especially 
well on video. He passed the blue- 
nose laws. too, by keeping his ma- 
terial on the unobjectionable side. 
Jacqueline Susann, who plays the 
dumb cigaret girl on the AM show, 
dittoed on the TV’er. She’s plenty 
videogenic and served a neat 
foil for Amsterdam. Same held 
true for Art Carney, as the nitery’s 
doorman, also duplicating his AM 
chore 

Niles & Fossie, a couple of per- 
sonable young terpsters, did a 
novel Balinese jive routine for 
good returns. Singer Eileen Bar- 
ton, ostensibly brought up by Am- 
Sterdam as a surprise guest. shone 


as 


with her thrushing. Stal. 

JOHNS HOPKINS SCIENCE RE- 
VIEW 

With Dr. Ralph E. Gibson, Dr. 
Clyde Holliday, guests 

Producer: Bob Cochran 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from Baltimore 
This show, billed as the first 


weekly television series presented 


by an American university, has 
been tested by Johns Hopkins 
Univ. and WMAR-TV, Baltimore, 


for the last two years. CBS-TV is 
now piping it to other stations on 
the east coast web via coaxial 
cable. While it might have passed 
muster with the Johns Hopkins 
scientists and the WMAR-TV en- 
gineers. it will need plenty of pol- 
ish to meet with approval of video 
audiences, 

Preem show (17) presented the 
story of how the universitv’s Ap- 
plied Physies lab photographed the 
earth's surface from 70 miles in the 
air. Basic idea had plenty of dra- 
matic impact and, with the right 
kind of handling, could have made 
for an informative and highly in- 


teresting TV'er But, while the 
J-H scientists may excel in their 
fields, they're not showinen. Pro- 


gram emerged as a dull classroom 


lecture with visual effects. and 
that’s not for nighttime teleview- 
ing. 


J-If staffers Dr. Ralph E. Gibson 
and Dr. Clyde Holliday, after be- 
ing introed to the viewers. took 
over to explain the photo mission. 
Actual stills. taken from a 70-mile 
altitude, were shown, along with 
films taken from the guided missile 
in its ascent. But where most 
viewers wanted to know what they 
were looking at, the two scientists, 
in slow, halting speech, empha- 
Sized only the erratic flight of the 
missile. CBS certainly has enough 
hep announcers on its staff who 
could take over the show and limit 
the engineers’ remarks to explana- 
tory answers on well-placed ques- 
tions 

Reception in N. ¥ 
Gicating considerable 
was met somewhere along. the 
cable route. Show failed to start 
on time also, which meant that 
CBS-TV was forced to include a 
local Baltimore commercia! vlug 
on the network. Stal. 


was poor, in- 
interference 


Philadelphia — Construction of 
two new 465-foot antenna towers 
for use by Westinghouse-KYW is 
underway at the stations trans- 
milter site in suburban Whiie- 
marsh. 


ithe 


HERE’S HERLIHY 
With Ed Herlihy 
Director: Richard Goode 


,30 Mins.: Thurs., 6:45 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNBT, N. Y. 

This is a program filler under 
WNBT's plan to take over part of 
nighttime programming from 
NBC-TV for local shows. Featuring 
Ed Herlihy as emcee, this show Is 
designed to instruct teenagers In 
the performance of useful house- 
hold tasks. With a flock of kids 
ranging from three years to 15 
vears of age roaming around the 
set. it comes off as a hit-and-miss 


affair. Herlihy, however, is an aff- 
able video personality who has a 
way with kids. But this half-hour 


offering needs more intensive prep- 


aration around a couple of ideas 
before coming on the screen. Video 
has already outgrown the notion 


that all a program needs is a cam- 
era and a couple of persons picked 


off the street 

On the preem stanza (16 Her- 
lihy warned that he didn’t know 
exactly what would come up. What 
finally did come up was a demon- 


stration of how to wash a dog, how 
to diaper a baby and how to buy 
Christmas gifts for your family on 
a $2 allowance. Visiting experts in 
the first two fields showed how it 
was to be done. . The program was 
essentially aimless, however, since 
the kids on the program apparently 
weren't taking the instruction too 
seriously. Herm. 


HANSEL AND GRETEL 
With Carabella Johnson’s Opera 
Workshop Players 
Producer: Miss Johnson 
Director: John Price 
45 Mins., Tues., (14), 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBK-TYV, Cleveland 
A delightful adaptation of Hum- 
perdinck’s “Hansel and Gretel” 
was a WNBK pre-Christmas treat. 
With the Carabella Johnson’s 
Workshop Players turning in their 
typical good _ performance, the 
abbreviated stanza clearly  indi- 
cated the video potentialities of 
such shows if rought spots are elim- 
inated. 


Typical of the problems to be 
considered were the bridges to 
show passage of time. In this in- 


stance, the interpolations by Miss 
Johnson were not in the mood or 
feeling of the show. Another prob- 
lem'was the keeping of performers 
within the frame, a factor that can 
be resolved by rehearsals. 
However, considering the ramifi- 
cations of staging the show, the 
overall performance was creditable 
with camera angles blending well. 
of especial note was the handling of 


the prayer scene with Angelica 
Mancini as Hansel, and Maureen 


McNalley. Gretel, doing a charming 
bit of vocalizing. Annette Fox 
Long neatly portrayed the witch 
while Robert Maver, as father, and 
Betty Field, as mother, formed 
strong supporting units. Mark. 


SANTA CLAUS 
With John Saunders 
Writer: Saunders 
Producer-Director: Charles Ranallo 
15-Mins.: Mon.-thru-Sat., 6:45 p.m. 
COCA-COLA 
WNBK-TV, Cleveland 

(Chester C. Moreland) 

Simple in theme and excellently 
done, John Saunders’ video presen- 
tation of Santa Claus is one of the 
top Christmas presentations in this 
area. 

As Santa. Saunders comes down 
from the North Pole to a studio 
workshop patterned after his polar 
hideout. The set, built by Jerry 
Gentile, is a slick bit of back- 
ground, highlighted by a weather 
machine which makes for enter- 
taining audio. 

Santa makes a quick roundup of 
the workshop, using the occasion 


to highlight a new toy or two 
Strong feature of the stint is 


Santa’s phoning children who have 
written him. Children are pre- 
pared in advance by a tipped call 
to the parents. The conversation is 
simple, but the spontaneous ques- 
tions from the children, including 
requesis for toys, keeps the show 
sparkling 

Built completely around Saund- 


ers, the show reflects a_ kindly, 
pleasant, jolly Santa for 15-min- 
ules of top video for kids and 
adults. Commercials, kept to a 


minimum, keep the holiday tempo 


from a sales taint. Camera-wise. 
the action is commendable with 
frames following action in nice 
change of pace Mark. 


VA Tele Film Series 
Due for New Format 
Washington, Dec. 21. 
The Veterans Administration tele 
film series now being used by 43 
video stations throughout the coun 
try is undergoing a change in for- 
mat, with more animation plus a 
new lead for each film The first 
of the new pix will be released 
shortly. 


‘Toast of Town’ In 


_ Kinescoped Version 


Clicks In Coast Preem 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Whatever smacks of bigtime gets 
a warm hug from Hollywood. It is 
willing to overlook .technical de- 
fects if the entertainment content 
is above average and transcends 
home product, which has been 
none too good. 

Given its first airing on KFI-TV 


last Sunday night (19) Ed Sulli- 
van's “Toast of Town” for Emer- 
son Radio came through on kine- 


scope and proved a solid hour of 
meaty diversion. The film quality 
was exceptionally good in spots, 
especially closeups, but sound is 
still a big nut to crack. The prod- 
ucts still haven’t licked the audio 
element, which according to KFI's 


tele chief, Ronald Oxford, is re- 
sult of reduction to 16m 
Projected on its original 35m, 


strip sound would have been com- 
parable to flitting images. There 
has been muth talk that “some- 
thing is lost” in projection by KFI 
equipment, but this is discounted 
by Oxford, who says station’s tech- 
nical layout is as good as any in 
town. 

Camera work on “Toast” ad- 
mitted of no criticism but long and 
intermediate shots lacked clarity. 
| Far away lensing was muddied and 
fuzzy but that’s more the rule than 
the exception. with recordings. 
_There has been noticeable improve- 
ment 
earlier kinescopes and production 
values also show effects of newly- 
acquired know how. If and when 
|the engineers can lick sound im- 
| perfections and bring them to level 
of video portion it will prove a 
big boon to home tele. Local prod- 
uct excels only in sound and studio 
producers are getting hep to the 
tricks that produce good live 
action. 

“Toast of Town” will 
come mat out on Sunday 
'calibre of entertainment 
parity with first Sullivan 
show, which incidentally moves 
over to KTTV (CBS) after one 
more telecasting on KFI. Helm. 


find wel- 
nights if 

is on 
variety 





SECOND GUESSER 
With Jack Brand, 
Fred Smith 
Writer: Nancy Goodwin 
Producer: Fred Kilian 
Director: Greg Garrison 
15 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
NATIONAL PLYWOODS, INC. 
WENR-TV, Chicago 
As a tele quiz with an audience 
tie-in, this one does its job in neat 


Ruth Shames, 


style. Each show has three skits 
in which a pair of thesps give 
slapstick portrayals of two w.k. 


characters from history or fiction. 
Viewer who correctly identifies the 


six personalities and sends the 
“best” letter gets a $25 savings 
bond. 


Jack Brand is personable and 
well spoken in setting up skits and 
expounding commercials. Latter 
emerge smoothly via the fact that 
the quiz unfolds in a living-room 
set paneled with the  sponsor’s 
Amerwood. Furnishings include a 
snack bar of the same material. 

Skits are meant to be funny but 
at best they’re only faintly humor- 
ous, relying on prop and costum¢ 
incongruities for possible grins. 
Characters are not easily 
identifiable, but that's since 
prospective customers are nar- 
rowed to those with adult frames 
of reference. All in all it’s a good 
parlay of product and medium. 

Show viewed (12) was slick pro- 
duction-wise. Baxt. 


too 


okay 


TELEVISION TRYOUTS 
With Don Gibson, emcee 
30 Mins., Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WSB-TV, Atlanta 

Patterned after vaude’s amateur 
hours, although not restricted to 
tyros, this program pits talented 
Atlantans against one another and, 
incidentally, gives station an op- 
portunity to turn up acts that can 
go in their “future reference” file. 

Opener last wek ran gamut from 
tap dancing to peep behind TV 
scenes showing control room tech- 
nicians at their jobs. In between 
participants included _ baritone, 
violin virtuoso, girl singer-dancer, 
girl warbler, ballroom dancing 
couple, and a pair of quick sketch 
artists working as a team. 

Winner of last week's tryouts 
will appear on this Thursday’s pro- 
gram in opposition to new lineup 
of talent, gathered and selected 


from applications filed by talent. 
Last week’s tryouts were fol- 
‘owed by a 30-minute exhibition. 


staged especially for WSB-TV. by 
Georgia Tech's gymnastic team in 
school’s gym with station’s Thad 
| Horton doing the spieling. Luce. 


in filmed reproduction over | 
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: Tele Follow-up Comment 


FESS FSSEHESFOCEFEEOOEE OOOO. 


“Chevrolet Tele-Theatre” staged 
a neat little Christmas package, 
titled “A Little Matter of Faith,” 
as its holiday presentation on the 
NBC-TV web Monday (20) night. 
One-acter, penned by Carl Allens- 
worth from an idea by Ann Bixon, 


/was an appealing affair, full of the 


of a 
buy 
as 


Christmas spirit in its tale 
moppet and her attempts to 
Grand Central Terminal, N. Y., 
a gift for her father. 

Iris Mann did a capable job as 
the little girl, although her breaks 
from one emotion to another were 
too sharply cut at times. She car- 


ried most of the load and was 
given fine support by Vaughn Tay- 
lor, Frank Conroy, Vinton Hay- 
worth, Frank Tweddell, Richard 
Midgley and Katherine Maskell 
Integration of film clips worked 
out by producer Owen Davis, Jr., 
and director Gordon Duff was 


handled well, but the difference in 
the daytime and nighttime pix was 
often too obvious. 


“Girl About Town,” 20-minute 
Wednesday night airer on the 
NBC-TV web, has taken on con- 


siderable added production values 
during the last several months, 


while at the same time increasing 


\its intimate factors. That in itself 
is something of a novelty, since 
attempts to hypo production on 


other shows have usually led to a 
deterioration of that intimacy, 
thereby decreasing the overall en- 


tertainment values. 
Top quality of show’s present 
format can be attributed to the 


neat trouping of Kyle MacDonnell 
and Earl Wrightson. Where Miss 
MacDonnell formerly only looked 
pretty and sang well, last Wednes- 
day (15) she replaced her austere 
dignity with some okay kidding in 
the short skits on the show. 
Wrightson, a comparative new- 
comer to the program the replaced 
Johnny Downs), demonstrated a 
good baritone and teanied nicely 


/with Miss MacDonnell in both the 


songs and the skits. The “Pansy, 
the Horse” act was integrated 
neatly into the show and the four- 
girl line, while not always within 
camera range, helped boost the 
entertainment. 

Plug for Bates Fabrics was con- 
fined to a_ single, well-executed 
commercial at the midway point, 
in addition to the usual opening 
and closing screen credits. 


Texaco Star Theatre last Tues- 
(14) showed signs of evolving 
revue. As it becomes in- 
creasingly difficult to get fresh 
names and faces. sketches will be 
added, thus necessitating some re- 


day 


into a 


visions while keeping the basic 
vaudeo format. So far, there are 
still enough performers to per- 


petuate current interest. However, 
the show toppers are sufficiently 
wise to throw in a sketch or so in 
the interests of variety and change 
of pace. It’s one of vaudeville’s 
lost arts, and may be due for a re- 
vival via vaudeo. 

Tuesday's show was probably one 
of the more expensive layouts. 
With Lauritz Melchior and James 
Barton assisting Milton Berle, show 
went over budget. However, it 
wasn't one of the best-playing lay- 
outs, mainly because of overtime 
consumed by individual peformers. 
A final sketch had to be eliminated 
because of lack of time. 

Melchior, the noted Wagnerian 
tenor, who earned critical mitts the 
preceding night at the Met, opened 
his stint with a= straightforward 
rendition of “Because.” After that 
dignity was cast aside. The opera 
star, in conjunction with Berle. 
burlesqued “Barber of Seville’ in 
a hilarious manner. This scene, 
oddly enough, threatened to break 
up the show. The Texaco prop man 
was to have gotten a small shaving 
brush and a paper bucket for the 
lather but Melchior started slash- 
ing away with a fairly large brush 
and a metal bucket. When Melchior 
finaled by dumping the bucket over 
Berle’s head, comie’s sehnoz got in 


the way, and Berle had to be 
treated backstage. Other sketch. 
done with Berle and Barton. was 


a dressing room bit which had each | 


other applying cork in preparation 
tor a blackface act. The ensuing 
song-and-dance work was_ highly 
entertaming, Melchior joining them 
—also in blacktace—at the end of 
his bit. but piece, wherein he was 
to have sung “Annabelle Lee” 
wasn't completed. 

Barton, one of vaude's greats, is 
an artist who needs time in getting 
Started. He didn't reach his peak 
at the end of his allotted time. His 
takeoff on a trio of drunks seemed 


CEPTS POPE THES TO HED OO OOES 


overlong, especially in the light of 
the difficulty to make differentig- 
tion between each character. 
Lorraine Regnan showed up ex. 
|cellently, especially with Berle do- 
ling straight for her. Again, the 
‘highlights of her turn should have 
/been extracted and compressed for 
| better vaudeo effects. The Chris. 
tians’ teeterboard work showed up 
well although the music used was a 
bit jarring. Buddy Rich, one of the 
better drummers, gets lots of beats 
on the skins, but inasmuch as he 
gets tremendous power without vio- 
lent hand movements, his turn 
seemed static. Angle lighting dur. 


ing Rich’s turn was extremely ef- 
fective. 

6 Berle, per usual, paced the show 
admirably, working with most of 
the acts in his usual anvthing-for- 
a-laugh manner. There was only 
one questionable sequence wherein 
Berle’s trousers dropped He 


doesn't need that kind of humor, 


“Philco Television Playhouse's” 
presentation of “A Christmas 
Carol” on NBC-TV Sunday night 
was warm, tender and_ wholly 
evocative interpretation of the 
Charles Dickens classic. As an 
epilog, Bing Crosby made what was 
advertised as his first appearance 
on video via films with a rendi- 
tion of “Silent Night,” but this 
highly-publicized stint was com- 
pletely overshadowed by the pre- 
ceding dramatization. Film produc- 


tion on the Crosby number, which 
had the Bob Mitchell Boys Choir 
backing up, was disappointingly 


flat. (There was no mention of the 
fact that this section of the show 
was filmed, but viewers probably 
guessed it from the faded texture 
of the screen image. Crosby, inci- 
dentally, has been seen on video 
before this in several of his old 
pix.) 

The familiar “Christmas Carol” 
story was mainly powered by Den- 
nis King’s brilliant performance as 
Scrooge. King projected the role 
so forcibly that it broke out of the 
small screen limitations into a 
three-dimensional portrait with a 
terrific emotional kick. Other 
members of the cast, including 
several juves, also played = with 
moving sincerity. As usual, direec- 
tor-producer Fred Coe cut Samuel 
Taylor's adaptation into a fluid TV 
drama, _ skillfully handling the 
camera switchovers from the vari- 


ous well-constructed sets. There 
were some incidental flaws in the 
camera angles but these did _ not 


materially detract from the overall 
impact. More serious, however, was 
the repetitious use of a tricky 
photographic effect for the ghostly 
flights through space and time 


Plugs for the Philco sets were 
handled by Bert Lytell and Bob 


Stanton in their informal, but over- 
long chatty style. 


Emlyn Williams’ psychological 


thriller, “Night Must Fall.’ was 
given an excellent ride on the 
CBS-TV web Sunday (19) night as 


part of the “Ford Television Thea- 
tre” series. Cast, production, direc- 
tion, story adaptation and every- 
thing connected with the hour-long 
show were fine—but. for some rea- 
son peculiar to video, the play 
lacked the mounting suspense and 
horror that figured so much in the 
original legiter and its film adap- 
tation 


Norman Lessing. who adapted 
the script for TV, evidently kept 
the visual aspect in mind, which 


makes the lack of suspense all the 
more peculiar. Perhaps the reason 
was that it’s impossible for home 
audiences to become as completely 
immersed in their average-sized 
viewing screens, what with outside 
distractions, as they do in a thea- 
tre screen or the stage. Or it might 
be that the one-hour length is in 


sufficient to build that suspense. 
Whatever the reason, the show 
missed out on the full dramatic 


impact it should have had 
Discounting that single (and 
highly important) factor, the pro- 
gram was standout. Fay Bainter 
played the crotchety old) woman, 
who finally gets strangled, with 
rare feeling and shading. Oliver 
Thorndike, as the psycho thriller, 
was excellent, giving the role full 
strength by underplaying the lines 
that could have been corny with 
less able handling. Barbara Rob- 
bins was equally good as the niece 
and Mildred Dunnock and Cloris 
Leachman shone as the housckeep- 
er and maid. Hiram Sherman and 


, Howard St. John were good i 
lesser roles. 
Camera work. under the divree- 


tion of Mare Daniels, was fine. and 


Samuel Levy's two sets back- 
grounded the action well 99 
Feuer’s score helped point UP 


whatever mood the show’ was able 
to generate. 
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immense horror. The drama, how- tion in years. De Witt Mower, for- 
ever. was unable to sustain this merly associated with several top 
quality, yielding to the temptations Mutual features, produces the se- 
of melodrama and sentimentalism. ries, which is being recorded for 


But despite its shortcomings in 
structure, the writing was colorful 
and literate. 

Vin Forman: as director and 
main thesper on this piece. carried 
the main load of this production 
with a sharply-etched performance 
as a young Pennsylvania coal ming 
with a social conscience Good 
support wa provided by Ruth 
Giantz. in a double role of mothet 


and girl friend. and Carl Mor 


S 


also in several parts. Tie d 
was backerounded wit 
ecuted crashing sound effects and 
a Bo i 1 I SCOTE 
VARIETY CLUB DENIAL DAY 
With Mavor Erastus Corning, Dist. 
Ait. Julian B. Erway, James C. 
Hagerty, Saul J. Ullman, others 
18 Wours 
Woo, Albany 
The first all-day operation of an 
Albany area station by outside 
“names,” on behalf of a charity, 
proved surprisingly if not com- 
pletely effective. Arranged on less 
than 48 hours’ notice by WOKO 
president-general mManagei Jim 
Healey, Saul J Ultman,. new chiet 


barker of the Variety Club; Fred I 
Archibald, publisher, and George 
O. Williams. managing editor of 
Times-Union, it brought to the 
microphone top civic, city and 
county officials, an aide to Gov 
Dewey, newspaper byliners, and 18 
Variety Club members All com- 
mercials, newscasts and announce- 
ments were read by the volunteers, 
who added pleas for contributions 
to the Denial Day drive for the 
Variety-Albany Boys Club summer 


camp. The barkers even took over 
women’s programs—with the as- 
sistance of staffers. 


tower of strength to 
proceedings, perti- 
commented on the solid 


Healey. a 
the informal 
nenils 


reading of commercials by _ film 
men. Some of the kidding was 
funny; other parts ran too much 
inside stuff’ and overlong. With 


tighter control, the operation might 
have unfolded even more smoothly 
At any rate, put this down as an 
interesting experiment and a spec- 
tacular exploitation for Tent 9, 
WOKO and The Times-Union. 
Jaco. 


THE CLOCK 
Producer: De Witt Mower 
Director: Viola Patterson 
39 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
HERSHEY BEVERAGES 
WPTR, Albany 

Area rights to a former ABC 
program of macabre thrillers were 
purchased for this series, recently 
launched as the most ambitious 
dramatic effort by an Albany sta- 














“M- G-M— 


‘On an Island with You" 
THY CAMEL SHOW 
very Friday Nite, 9;30 F.S.T 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 











sale to other stations. Viola Patter- 
son. ex-member of the WGY Play- 
ers and active in the Schenectady 
Civic Players, directs the half- 
hours. She also did the lead in the 
first dramatization. 

Cast includes Constance Collier, 


Douglas Marone, Henry Nelson 
and Eileen Wilson. Phyllis Carver 
had a lead on the stanza caught 
Bill Van Steenbergh, of the WPTR 
innouncing staff, took the top part 
n anotl ! 
S 1K good listening fol 
who their dramas spine 
neling. if not always completely 
plausible Scripts having been 
tten for network presentation 
rofessional and generalls 
lid Jaco 








s | Hanna | 
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several program 
These included: 
Radio Bulletin A 
collection of news items of 
significance and of 
UNESCO in 
science and 


were 
1949 


Conference 
projects for 

UNESCO 
weekly 
international 
particular interest to 
ficlds of education, 


agriculture, of 12 to 15 minutes in 
length 

World Books: Program material 
of new books of international im- 


portance 

Hopes of Tomorrow Program 
material on current events in edu- 
cation, science and culture which 
promise hope of a better life for 
the peoples of the world. 


Round the World: Program ma- 
terial designed to illustrate the 
theme that no nation lives alone 


and that each people benefits from 
the inventions of all other peoples, 
both in the field of ideas and in 
the field of achievements 

The Maters Meet: Suggestions 
for programs built round eminent 
personalities of one country ex- 
plaining the work and achieve- 
ments of a comparable personality 
from another country. 

Modern Life on Trial: Program 
material designed to provoke dis- 
cussion of the pros and cons of 
current developments in such mat- 
ters as educational methods, in- 
dustrialization, medicinal discover- 
les, etc. 

Crossroads: Program material 
designed to illustrate the theme 
that the peoples of the world have 
it in their power to cooperate for 
their common welfare, or to de- 
stroy themselves in war. 

Food and People: Program ma- 
terial prepared by _ international 
experts designed to increase popu- 
lar understanding of the problems 


of world population and world 
food,resources, and of what is be- 
ing and can be done, to resolve 


this problem. 

rreatest obstacle to be _ over- 
come in the fulfillment of activi- 
ties proposed by the UNESCO Ra- 
dio Commission, according to 
Hanna, will be that of recruiting 
capable personnel to carry out the 
program. A low operating budget 
and the short term job expectancy 


may hamper efforts to obtain the 
topflight radio staff necessary for 


such important work. 
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“It takes a lot of know-how to be a good bail player. You gotta know 
how many Wheaties and fruit combinations there are, for instance!’ 


| 


‘Wizard’ Giveaway 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
“Wizard of Odds” has been pur- 


chased by Kenneth Herts, Armor 
Productions head, for radio pres- 
entation. “Odds” will be hoisted 


as a $40,000 giveaway program in 
which NBC has reportedly ex- 
pressed interest. 

Herts has revamped format of 
show which was on Mutual and 
NBC from 1945 to 1948. Leo Guild 
created “Wizard.” 
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which was after Durr left the 
agenc\ 

Wheeler then raised question of 
propriety and Durr withdrew I 
do not concede,’ he said. “that 
there Is any impropriety In my 
ippearance, but I do not want to 
appear in a case in which the pro- 


priety of my appeararce is being 
challenged. As I said, I would not 
have come in unless I thought I 
had an understanding with counsel 
that it was agreeable to them.” 


Following a short recess, the 
hearing resumed, minus Durr, and 
David Adams. counsel for RCA 


Communications, subsidiary of 
RCA, a party to the proceedings 
got into an argument with Wheeler 
when the latter questioned the 
relevancy of testimony. Wheeler 
charged that RCA was bringing 
evidence in the hearing “in 
to help them in their 
test before the Communications 
Commission when they object to 
Mackay Radio appearing for wave- 
lengths which might make more 
competition between RCA _ and 
Mackay.” 

Adams replied that Wheeler was 
using the hearing ‘as a forum to 
air a great many charges which we 
have not attempted to answer be- 
cause we do not believe that this 
hearing should be turned into a 
contest between companies. The 
charge he is making now is com- 
pletely fantastic.” 


c CBS House Shows 3 | 
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future con- 





in 1949 at the same clip as before. 
Having established its claim as the 
No. 1 web in the creative program- 
ming field over the past few years, 
it’s considered a cinch that Colum- 
bia doesn't intend to let NBC move 
in, especially now that the latter 
web is show-starved and in quest 
of new and creative ideas. 
Upcoming on the CBS program 
agenda is a new mystery melo- 
drama with a Times Square atmos- 


phere to be supervised by Joen 
Dietz and Lester Gottlieb, with 
Peter Lyon doing the initial script- 


ing job. A new package is to be 
built around Arlene Francis and 
Martin Gabel (her husband). A new 
five-a-week soaper is being devel- 
oped by Kendall Clarke. CBS staff- 
er. A comedy package has already 
been auditioned, starring Bert 
Wheeler and Pert Kelton, with 
Aaron Rubin as the writer’ An 
audience participation series, “Ex- 
change for Happiness,” is also in 


the works. Latter is a Walt Framer 
package. In addition, CBS coast 
program chief Harry Ackerman 


has several properties in the audi- 
tion stage. 














a Autry 


Continued from 
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third tnterest in Clemans Bros. 
Cattle Co., Florence, Ariz.; one- 
third interest in four theatres in 
Dallas; 25° in Branding Iron, 
Phoenix; 20% in Worlds Champion 
Rodeo, Florence, and Marsh Avia- 
tion, Phoenix; 12!12°% in All Ameri- 
can Distributing Co., Phoenix: and 


10% in Phoenix Newspapers, 
Phoenix; and Kencraft Corp. (dye 
mfrs.), Hollywood. 


Autry listed his gross income for 
the first 10 months of this year at 


$548,913. The largest source was 
royalties received of $197,996. 
tadio and personal appearances 


brought in $101,167; motion picture 


performances, $62,240, and radio 
broadcasts, $67,500. 

Concurrent with the Autry ap- 
plication, Taylor Radio & Televi- 


sion Co. filed applications to take 
over stations KANS, Wichita, Kan., 
and KRGY, Westlaco, Tex. In doing 
so, Taylor Radio exercised its op- 
tions to buy the assets of Sunshine 
Broadcasting Co., licensees of all 
three stations. 


order | 


Come Again? 

A lot of the guys have been 
asking, “How did that capital 
gain line slip in?’”’—in view of 
CBS’ recent raids—when 0.0.’- 
ing the opening verse of NBC’s 
Yule greeting to radio editors, 
to wit: 


Here’s « toast of Chrisimas 
glee ; 
To you, dear ed, from NBC, 


From Niles Trammell, ¢€ ‘harles 
R. Denny, 

A gladsome 
Benny. 

R. J. Reynolds, Coca-Cola, 

Bristol-Myers, Motorola, 

Dufiy’s Tavern, Milton Berle, 

Cities Service, Standard Erl, 

Both the Roberts (Trout and 
Hope), 

Campbell's soup and Colgate’s 


Yule despite Jack 


come wind or 


A New Year full of capital gain 


MUTUAL NAMES GODWIN 
TO NEW SOUTHERN POST 


Mutual web 





Charles Godwin, 
station relations director, has been 
named manager of the net’s new 
southern office with headquarters 
in Atlanta, Ga. He takes over the 
new post after New 

Godwin’s appointment is in line 
with thinking of MBS prexy Ed 
Kobak that the south is becoming 
increasingly importan% as a radio 
market. He will be responsible for 
station relations and pro- 
gram development in that area 


Year's. 


sales 


Radio Pioneers Expand 

Ed Kobak, Radio Pioneers prexy, 
called for expansion of the outfit’s 
activity to a national scale at an 
executive committee meeting held 
yesterday ‘Tues.). In setting up 
regional affiliated groups, Kobak 
is seeking vet radio men in vari- 
ous parts of the country to head up 
the expanded program. Frank FE. 
Mullen is expected to take over 
the job of organizing the west 
Coast oldtimers. 

Question of adding “television” 
to the title of the organization was 
voted down since “radio” was de- 
clared to be an all-inclusive desig- 
nation. Four additional exec com- 
mittee members elected at 
meeting were J 
Orestes H. Caldwell, of Caldwell- 
Clements; O. B. Hanson, NBC, and 
Carl Haverlin, BMI prez. H. V. 
Kaltenborn, exec board member, 
submitted a new design for lapel 
insignia which was adopted. 








| NBC House Shows 


———— Continued from page 23 
Lewis, who were signed to a long 
term exclusive radio and television 
contract without even an audition 
being recorded. Abbey Greshler, 
manager 
every demand, so eager was NBC 
to nail down its new comedy show. 
Net even conceded the time de- 
mand, that “the boys” be slotted 
after 8 p.m. on week days and 6 
p.m. on Sundays ‘eastern time). No 
decision has been reached yet on 
time or starting date, the 
word awaiting result of a record 
to be cut this week -and which 
McCray will lug back to New York 
for all to hear. 
Bob Redd, who 

production at NBC 
years has been one of the top 
agency directors, will sit at the 
controls of the Lewis-Martin stan- 
za. Joe Quillen and Irving Ellin- 
son may be leaving Eddie Cantor’s 








was teethed in 
and in recent 


writing staff to turn out the 
scripts, with Don Quinn as con- 
sultant. Format of the program 


will be situation comedy to get 
away from their night club routine 
of stand-up jokes. Dick stabile 
has been set as music director. 








Benny's Hooper 
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18:55 p.m. 
| been 


the | 
R. Poppele, WOR; | 


i 


with a deci ision ate een ‘oral Sige 


| chairman 


} years* 
} the 


oi the nitery comics, won | 


final | 


Coy Sees 


As AM rea 


Dec. 21. 
faced 


Greensboro, Mm: ©. 


casting and television, Wayne Coy, 
of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission, told the 
North Carolina Assn. of Broadeast- 
ers in a meeting at Southern Pines, 

Emphasizing that he was Ziving 
his own opinion and not speaking 
for the Commission, and also that 
broadcasters did not face the de- 


cision “tomorrow,” Coy said 
‘A broadcaster who buries his 
head in the sand and who doesn't 


think television is going to take a 
large portion of his audience and a 
large portion of the advertising dol- 


lar is just deluding himself 

Cov predicted there will be 1.000 
television stations in the | S. 
in the next seves or eight years. 


He pointed out that in homes with 
television in New York a survey 
showed that at certain periods only 


5°o were listening to oral broad- 
casts 

“IT do not see how the broad- 
caster can continue in both oral 


broadcasting and television offering 
competing services,’ Coy said 





Heatter 
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— 
seg cleared they can build < solid 
half-hour stanza to run from 9 to 
9:30 that will help to rejuvenate 
neighboring shows. One of the rea- 
sons for the recent visit to the 
Coast of Walter Lurie, who heads 
Mutual’s new program develop- 


ment staff, was to promote pros- 
pective talent for this half-hour 
and other shows the web is mulling. 
Among other probabilities raised 
by the impending Heatter shift is 
that Bill Henry’s five-minute cross- 
the-board news show will move 
from its present 9:55 p.m. slot to 
The change would have 
before except that 
bucking Heatter, 
minutes later. 
out, the net 
potent news 


made 
Henry would be 
who follows five 

If the shift works 
feels it will have a 
show in the 7:30 slot to stack up 
against CBS’ Ed Murrow, NBC's 
H. V. Kaltenborn and ABC’s “News 
of the World” roundup. 


Dallas— After an absence of four 
Alex Keese is returning to 
staff of WFAA where he be- 
gan his radio career more than 18 
years ago. Keese will direct local 
and regional sales activities. 





Ralph W. Nimmons, assistant 
WFAA general manager, will con- 
tinue to handle the station’s na- 
tional advertising. 





LONG ENGAGEMENTS 


at Good Salaries Offered 
to WINNERS of 


RADIO TALENT 
CONTESTS 


in unit currently being 
booked for extensive tour 
by one of America's leading 
booking agencies. 


WRITE 


stating qualifications, which 
contest you won, experi- 
ence, minimum weekly sal- 
ary desired. 


BOX 1234, VARIETY 


154 W. 46th St.. New York 19, N. Y. 








season’s average that Benny loses 

after he moves over on Jan. 2. 
NBC feels convinced that Hor- 

ace Heidt, who will oppose Benny 


in the 7 o'clock slot, is the guy to 
turn the trick, in view of the im- 
pressive ratings he’s been piling up 


in his present late Sunday night 
(10:30) show. 
New Hoopers also show Bing 


Crosby stepping back into the Top 
15 bigtime, in 10th place with a 
17.7 rating, a 6 point hike over his 
previous rating. 

Walter Winchell, who held down 
the No. 1 spot for the past couple 
of months, is in the No. 5 position, 
with a 21.7 in the new check. 


| 





“Novel packed with intriguing 
entertainment." —Transcript Telegram, 
Holyoke, Mass. 


“WHAT MAKES 
YOU TICK?”’ 


ABC Monday Thru Friday 11:45 to 12:00 
for PROCTER and GAMBLE 
CBS, Menday thru Friday, 2:45-3 P.M. 
with 


JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 


ADDISON SMITH 
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~ Inside Stuf—Radio 


Within the last 12 months the 


VARIETY 





strained ‘factional situation in the 


American Federation of K«dio Artists has all but disappeared and 


there’s hardly a whisper now of the use-to-be “liberal” and 

In the recent AFRA elections for the 23 New York 
members, the balloting was conducted on a 
hout any discernible political issues. Commenting on the new 
t the last N. Y. local meeting, prexy Nelson Case said “we 


tive” groupings. 
Jocal poard 
basis wit 
situation a 


“conserva- 


personality 


don’t have so much of ‘side’ versus ‘side’ because—to our great sur- 


rise—we found we were all on one side—AFRA’s side.” 


t ye : 
= iree exchange of ideas. 


He said the 


ar had produced a unity of aim within the membership through 


CBS is shooting the works in tub-thumping Jack Benny's network 


switchover Jan. 2. 


All the flack handouts on the Benny show, which 


are beginning to roll in copious quantities, are being printed on paper 


stock which has been dressed with 


a violin. 
the main cast 


a faint photo of the comic holding 


The net’s publicity staff is currently turning out biogs on 
members of the show. 


Jack Lescoulie probably figures the twists of all night jockeying hold 
few turns for him. having been WOR’s 2 to 5’er for some time. but in 


three interviews by him this corner has yet te i 
reason is 


one of his guests. The 


arn the name of any 


Lescoulie’s refusal to identify his 


subjects at their signoff, thereby snubbing listeners who miss the start 


would be the 


interviewee preceding Sigmund 








A recent f'rinstance 
Spaeth. _ ; | 
} 
U. of Minnesota’s KUOM Ohio Institute | 
Sam, continued from page 27 — 


Prepping Two Series For 





the committee decided that in May 
Television will have a larger 


State- Wide Station Use die in the conference 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

KUOM, Univ. of Minnesota sta- 
tion, has prepared two 
series of programs for broadcast 
by some 20 stations in the state 
beginning in January, One is de- 
voted to Minnesota territorial cen- 
tennial celebration next year 

Initial series, to open Jan. 1, is 
entitled “The University Reports to 
the People,” and dramatizes de- 
velopments in agriculture, medi- 
cine and education. A_ similar 
series last year attracted consider- 
able attention and applause. 

Second series, “Tales of Minne- 
sota,” is a presentation of state 
history based on accounts by 
pioneers. The series will begin in 
March. 








13-week | 








AT&T - 
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gramming to midwestern stations 
five days weekly. Web had been 
bidding for full use of the cable 
Mondays through Fridays from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on the claim that it 
is the only o'e'et now offering full 
daytime operations. 


Fact that the phone company 
has found a way to open up more 
channels than those originally an- 
nounced, meanwhile, points up the 
possibility. that a coast-to-coast 
link might be effected long before 
that estimated 


channels from Philly to Chi, it will 


alse find a way to hypo expansion | 


pe the cable clear across the coun- 
Ty. 


Plans for the formal opening of 


the east-to-midwest link Jan. 11, | 
in which all the networks are to | 


participate, are still being lined 
up. Possibility exists that two of 
the webs may select shows pack- 
aged by World Video for their part 
of the program. 


| Par | 


umes CONntinued from page 27 


pcularly where the actions of Du- 
lont might conflict with the in- 
terests of Paramount. 

















“For example, it did not hesitate | 


to force the withdrawal of the Du- 
ont application for a television 


station in Boston when it deter- 
mined that it desired to serve this | 
market. The very fact that Para- | 
mount has been able to foist upon | 
e pattern of corporate | 


DuMont th 
teerations which it employs with 
S other subsidiaries is 
ee of its actual control 

he latter corporation. 


ie the Paramount offi- 
eiaiees © serve as officers and di- 
Suaoun * DuMont failed to fully 
the ae” soepensibilities under 
rr ell of Paramount opera- 
remains the holder of all the Class 
rho of the corporation and the 
stock largest block of Class A 
which and possesses the rights 
shi ch flow from such stock owner- 
1P, It does control DuMont . eae 
ee 


over 





ane Antonio— Latest addition to 

“ pennouncing staff of KITE herve 

s prank Fallon. He is well known 
ocal dramatic circles. 


starting date of | 
1953. Trade observers believe that , 
if AT&T has found a way to add | 


proot | 


As long as Paramount : 


2. There will be a smaller num 
ber of special interest groups and 
clinies 

3. Two, rather than one. meet- 
ing periods will be scheduled on 
each of two afternoons of the In- 
stitute to make it possible for 


members to attend more interest 
groups and clinics and to reduce 
conflicts in interests 


it will be remembered that at 
last year’s go-around television 
barely got its nose in the door with 
a pre-conference session scheduled 
at a late date 

Next vear “there will certainly 
be at least one general session on 
television,’ Dr. Tyler said The 
place of television on the Institute 
program will be expanded also by 
scheduling of special groups de- 
voted to television writing and pro- 
duction, he said, and chairmen of 
work-study and _ special interest 
groups will be asked to integrate 
television into their programs as 
it affects their fields. 

Final day of the meeting has 
been set for May 8, a Sunday, on 
which the annual dinner is sched- 
uled to wind up activities. Last 
year’s sessions continued on into 
Monday 

Members of 
committee and the 
they represent are: 

Robert S. French, general man- 
ager WVKO, Columbus, for FM 
Assn.; Irwin Johnson, public rela- 
tions and publie service directc¢, 
WBNS, for Columbus broadcasting 
stations; Harry J. Skornia, radio di- 
rector, Indiana U., for National 
|Assn. of Educational Broadcasters; 


the new advisory 
organizations 


WBEZ, Chicago 
Assn. for Education 
by Radio: Harriet Hester, Mar- 
shall-Hester Produetions, Ameri- 
can Medical Assn., for national or- 
ganizations: Margaret M. Butler, 
president, Radio Council of Great- 
er Cleveland, for local organiza- 
tions, and Dr. I. Keith Tyler, di- 
rector, for Institute for Education 
by Radio. 

Present as observers were Rob- 
ert K. Richards, director of public 
relations, National Assn. of Broad- 
‘casters, and Kenneth H. Baker, di- 
rector of research, NAB. 

An additional member to the 
| board, still to be selected, will rep- 
resent the Television Broadcasters 
Assn. 


Worcester Takes Yankee’s 
First Transit Radio 


| rector, 
Schools, for 





The Yankee Network this week 
announced the signing of the 
Worcester Street Railway for the 
first installation of Transit Radio 
in New England 

Under supervision of Maurice 
J. Mahoney, tormeriy of the 
Worcester Street Railway. and now 
manager of 


sales and_ service 
/Transit Radio for Yankee, In- 
stallation of receivers will begin 
immediately in 250 vehicles. Pro- 


grams will be beamed from WGTR- 
FM. Yankee affiliate in Paxton, 
outside Woreester. Meantime Rob- 
ert Manby, former manager of 
WONS. Hartford, has been = as- 
signed to the Transit Radio opera- 
tions of Yankee with the job of 
expediting negotiations with trans- 
portation companies throughout 
New England for the installation 
.of Transit Radio in cars and buses. 


George Jennings, radio council di- | 
Public | 


Boston, Dee. 21. | 





ABC, ROONEY HUDDLING 
ON NEW PROGRAM SERIES 


Mickey Rooney is understood to 
have talked with ABC producers 
about doing a show series for the 
web. The star, currently doing a 
p.a. at New York’s Roxy theatre. 
Was noncommittal on reports that 
ABC was auditioning him this 
week, however. 

Rooney's last regular radio stint 
was as star of a short-lived CBS 
series which started as “Shorty 
Beli” and underwent a drastie for- 
mat change to emerge as “Holly- 
wood Showcase” before it folded 
last summer. 





| Hoop’s Scoop 
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his disclosures at his 


annual 

Christmas party yesterday in N. 
Hlooper’s outspoken comments 
in which he attacked the Nielsen 


ratings by name, are believed to 
presage a battle royal between his 


service and Nielsen's, plus the in- 


dustry’s Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau and Al Sindlinger’s § still- 
testing Radox device. With tele- 


vision looming as an added service 
for the raters during the coming 
vear, they're expected to pull all 
stops In an effort to gain the upper 
hand within the industry. 
Reiterating his steady barrage 
against Nielsen’s audimeter. Hoop- 
er declared the device cannot pos- 


sibly determine the effect of engi- 
neering characteristics on a= sta- 
tion’s service “The ability of a 


listener to hear a station bears an 
absolute relation to the distance 
and in some cases, not others, the 
direction of his home from the 
transmitter,” he said “Though 
the audiemeter sample might 
qualify as conforming to controls 
such as size of community, size of 
family. income of family, ete., to 
date the necessity of collecting 
tapes and otherwise servicing the 
audimeters has precluded its sam- 
ple being distributed with true 
representation of the distance and 
direction of the listeners’ homes 
from the transmitters.” 
Audimeter, according to Hooper, 
measures’ tuning, not listening, 
and therefore he plans to use a 
similar device, “when one is per- 
fected,’ only for television and 


not for radio. In tele, he pointed 
out, there is a coincidence be- 
tween tuning and looking which 


does not exist between tuning and 
listening. Whereas in tele people 
turn on a set only when they're 
ready to look and turn it off when 
they're finished, in radio “one 
must tune in early, select the sta- 
tion, adjust the volume and wait, 
or one will miss the few minutes 
, of episode on a daytime program.” 
“The result is that the audimeter 
‘produces a different proportion of 
tuning and listening in the rating 
published for each period of the 


day and for each network. The 
result is complete lack of com- | 
paratibility of audimeter results ; 


between different daytime periods, 
between day and evening periods, 
between different evening periods 
and between evenings. How much 
more lacking in comparability can 
a measurement get!” 











Tournament 

















or pro teams to be held in the 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y. Deal is cur- 
rently on to tie up the Stadium 
for the first Sunday in December 
for a number of years. 

TC had been considering buying 
the Newark Bears, a N. Y. Yankee 
farm team, but proposition wasn't 
deemed feasible because of New- 
ark’s proximity to New York. New- 
ark as a video property isnt too 
desirable because Newark TV set 
owners can pick up the major 
league games played in New York. 
It's doubtful that sponsors would 
want to bankroll the Newark games 
under such circumstances. 

Extension of the coaxial cable 
to the midwest starting Jan. 12, 
is regarded as increasing the value 
of any properties that TC acquires. 
Until more theatres are equipped 
for television, it’s regarded that 
sponsors will supply most of TC 
revenues. When a sufficient num- 
ber of theatres get simultaneous 
transmission facilities, then TC 
will most likely concentrate on that 
source of income. 
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knows his New Orleans and his 
camera techniques, and on the 
basis of Saturday's curtain- 
raising show, the trio knows 
the video score. Weighed on 
any standards, it was a _ polished 
job. 
Sports 

To protect the station’s sports 
franchise, Weber has negotiated a 
five-year exclusive for all wrestling 
and boxing in New Orleans. For 
local news coverage, he’s effected 
a tie-in with the Item, afternoon 
daily, for a two-way pictorial-news 
spread 

The climate 
for remotes 


natural 
because of the 


here is 
And 


flat terrain, the Channel 6 signal 
gets a pickup as far as Alex 
andria, La., 150 miles away. (Near- 
est stations are Atlanta and Mem- 
phis, both approximately 600 miles 
distant 

It cost the Stern family, which 
acquired WDSU several months 


ago for $650,000. an 
$350,000 to get its TV rolling, but 
already it has 10-and-a-half of its 
20-hours a week programming sold, 
including the test pattern The 
t. p., incidentally, is one of the 
slickest vet devised by anv station 
fashioned from N. O.’'s famed grill 
work 

Virtually all the available 
here are going into homes; only a 
bare minimum are to be found in 
taverns 

An audience of nearly 4,000 
packed the Municipal Auditorium 
here (approximating the size of the 
video viewing public) for the 


additional 


sets 
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preem performance, which was a 
nice blending of live and fi'med 
sequences. Show's standout was 
Don McNeill and his Breakfast 
Club gzeng, who flew down from 
Chicago for the inaugural ‘they 
also did an afternoon Auditorium 
performance to upwards of 5,000 
cash customers). 

McNeill socked over a 40-minute 
program, demonstrating ‘as he did 
on a previous TV shot in Philadel- 
phia) that he’s got one of the prize 
radio packages adaptable to video. 


McNeill & Co. and Benny Fields, 
who is currently appearing at the 
Beverly Country Club here e's 


already done a couple of TV shots 
on the Milton Berle “Texaco” show) 
dominated the first half of the 
preem show. Fields getting a slick 
accompaniment from Nat Brand- 
wynne, also playing at the Beverly 

Second half of show comprised a 
semi-feature length film based on 
New Orleans and half a dozen acts 
with strictly home-bred talent 

In terms of off-the-beaten track 
video, it all came across as effec- 
tive showmanship and good tele- 
vision. The Néw Orleans populace 
is kind of happy about having a 
TV in its future. And the Weber- 
Stern combo is putting the accent 
where it belongs—on New Orleans 


Memphis—Kenny Sargent,’ erst- 
while w.k. crooner with Glen 
Gray’s oreh, is now doing a disk 


jockey stint on WHHM, local indie. 
Sargent, who is a native, still opens 
and closes with his familiar “For 
You,” theme. 








market. It has taken full 
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than just a tower to make a television station foremost 
in its community. WW4J-TV, now in its third year of 
operation, is a firmly established leader in the Detroit 


“headstart™ to stake its claim on the lion's share of de- 
sirable local television features. And, through its NBC 
Television Network facilities, WWJ-TV has stretched 
its ‘seeing power’ beyond the horizons to bring Detroit- 
ers an even greater diversity of entertainment features. 
Unquestionably, WWJ-TV is the one best television “buy 
TODAY, in the multi-billion dollar Detroit market. 
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NBC Television Network 
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Like 
Jack’s 
Beanstalk 


Television towers can 
grow sky-high over- 
night, but it takes more 


advantage of its two-yeor 
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Cat-and-Mouse Game Played 
Among Majors Over LP Disks 





Trade observers are watching for+ 


some indication of what positions 
Decca and Capitol Records might 


take in the forthcoming battle be- 
tween Columbia Records and RCA- 
Victor over long-playing-disk devel- | 
opments of each. Columbia de-| 
buted a 331-3 rpm -Microgroove 
platter last June, with which it has | 
been surprisingly successful—so | 
successful that Victor rushed to 
prepare a 45 rpm disk to combat 
Columbia’s lead. | 

Interesting angle is what will 
happen with Decca and Capitol. If 
either or both companies are in- 
duced by Columbia or Victor to 
join them in marketing one of the 
developments, a knockdown-drag- 
out fight could ensue. Say, for ex- 
ample, if both Decca and Capitol 
went with Columbia’s 33 1-3 speed 


ideas against Victor’s 45s, the 
three-company front could dent 
even Victor’s vast power, backed 


even by its vast RCA parentage, it’s 
held. Or, if Decca or Capitol, or 
both, went with Victor against 
Columbia’s development, the latter 
could get fractured. 

But there’s also the picture of 
Decca and Capitol standing pat on 
the regular 78 rpm disks and, while 
Columbia and Victor bent all their 
efforts toward smacking one an- 
other down on the longer-playing 
disks, grabbing off a good deal of 
the 78 business now held by the 
two. 

No matter what happens, there’s 
bound to be immense confusion in 
the disk field when Victor brings 
out its 45s. The playing of them 
will require a third turntable speed. 
The 78 and 33 1-3 speeds are stand- 
ard in the industry and many of 
the more expensive home sets are 
equipped to handle both, to which 
it’s simple to add a tone-arm ¢a- 
pable of playing the Coiumbia 
LP's. But to require a third speed 
turntable and tone-arm to repro- 
duce Victor’s baby is something 
else again. 

Another angle to the picture is 
Mercury Records, a fast-growing 
outfit. Mercury is unlikely to be- 

















Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“On a Slow Boat to China” 
Machines 
Me” 


Seller on Coin 
“A Little Bird Told 


British Best Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 


2 Leeds Tunes Belie 
Theory of Need For 
Disks to Ballyhoo Em 


So closely does the music busi- 








ness now depend on recordings 
that few songs become successful 


unless hit disks start them rolling. 
Films live radio shews are 
motivating factors, but only as as- 


and 


sistance to recorded exploitation as 


a rule. When songs do. break 
through because of either, they're 
unique. 
One new song, however, has 


achieved the best-selling lists pure- 
ly on the basis of its inclusion in a 
film, and another owes its start, at 
least, to radio alone. Both are 
published by Leeds. First is ‘Bella 
Bella Marie.” This tune is a major 
part of the Monogram film, ‘‘Melo- 
dy Man.” In it Freddie Stewart 
and Phil Brito are songwriters, and 
they're in the process of writing 
“Marie” all through the film. 
Never shown in a major house, the 
film alone started the song into the 
hit-selling class. Long’ before 
Leeds went to work on it in ear- 
nest, sheet-copy orders were drib- 
bling in as a result of the film- 
showings. There are many record- 
ings on it: the first cut was Capi- 
tol’s Jan Garber platter, but none 
is outstanding in sales. 


Other tune is “Pussy-Cat Song,” 


Gastel Teams Herman, 
Cole Trio for 16 Concerts 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Carlos Gastel, who manages 
| both crews. is taking either a 


straight 70° 
$3,000 nightly guarantee against 


certs featuring Woody Herman 
and the King Cole Trio. String 
of 16 opens Feb. 14 in Ames, Ia., 
and ends with a Carnegie Hall, 
|N. Y., concert. Most stands will 
ibe in key eastern cities. 

Gastel also has made a pitch to 
| Charlie Parker, saxman now tour- 
|ing with Norman Granz’ jazz con- 
'cert troupe, to join the Herman- 
Cole menage to supply the be-bop 
idiom. 

Cole trio last week set a new 
record at the Showboat, Milwau- 
kee, grossing around $11,200 and 
pocketing $6,700 as its share under 
a $3,500 against 60°% deal. Her- 
man herd, preeming the Holly- 
wood Empire, drew 3,250 door ad- 
missions for the first six days, and 
operation broke even after com- 
puting bar and barbecue biz. 


Beneke Mulls Cut 
Of String Section 


Tex Beneke may soon drop the 
huge string section from his or- 
chestra. Leader and Don Haynes, 
his personal manager, are cur- 
rently mulling the slicing of the 
band’s personnel after being urged 
to do so by Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica. In the event the strings are 
cut, the size of Beneke’s band 
would be reduced by 13 men to 
17 or 18, substantially reducing 
operating costs and making the 
combination that much easier to 
book. 


From the start of Beneke’s band, 
after its discharge from _ service 
almost as = unit (where it played 
under the late Glenn Miller), its 
arrangements were written in a 
manner that would allow drop- 
ping of the string section without 
making it necessary to rewrite the 
entire library. 
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Perry Como “Far Away Places’’- 
“Missouri Waltz’ (Victor). 


song that seems headed for hitdom. 
One of the most relaxed of all top 
tonsileers, Como works over the 
tune with his usual lighthanded 
accomp and makes of the disk one 
that will rank high in jock and 
juke schemes. It’s backed by a 
side that will become standard in 
jock libraries just as the tune itself 
is a standard. He does a swell job 
on it. Only a few days before the 
release of this new disk, Victor is- 


sued Como’s “Pussy-Cat Song,” 
made just before the ban ended, 
with the Fontane Sisters and a 


male group. It’s not good. 


Frank Sinatra “Once In Love 
With Amy” - “Sunflower” (Colum- 
bia). Either side the best from 


Sinatra in a long time. He does the 
“Amy” tune, which carries extra 
hit-potentials, in fine voice and a 
smooth beat, backed solidly by 
| Mitch Ayres’ bright band work 
Tune is from “Where’s Charley,” 
Broadway musical, and it’s every 
bit as good and perhaps superior 
to “My Darling,” also from 
“Charley.” Reverse brings up Sin- 
atra on a hillbilly, surprisingly 
enough. It’s a wise move, for the 
tune is good and it’s a good rendi- 
tion that takes him into a new 
field. Backing is fine, too. Either 
side is solid jock fare. For once 
Sinatra uses a small combo accomp 
that’s not too unwieldy giving him 
more vocal freedom. 

Al Jolson-Mills Bros. “Down 
Among the Sheltering Palms’’-“Is 
It True What They Say About 
Dixie” (Decca). Made just before 
the end of the ban, with the vocal 
and instrument-aping ability of the 
Mills Bros. taking the place of 
musical background, both these 
sides are hit candidates. ‘Palms’ 
is done at a good beat and sung ex- 
cellently by the perennial Jolson 


and the Mills group, and it’s fine | 


disk jock material. “Dixie’”’ ditto. 


Joy Nichols-Benny Lee “Pussy-, 


Cat Song’-“Bounc-y Bounc-y Ball- 
Y” (London). This interpretation 
of the new “Pussy” novelty is done 
with good twists on the imagination 
that can be poured into such a 

















Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


Como’s | 
first side since the end of the disk | 
ban is an excellent rendition of a, 








,strumental backing. A ballad, Da. 
mone gives it a light rhythm touch 
and it moves smoothly and likably 
past the ear. Jocks will be plays 
ing it when it’s released. 

Doris Day-Buddy Clark “If Yoy 
Will Marry Me’-“You Was” (Co. 
lumbia). “Marry Me,” jocks wift 
note by the title, is a good follow. 
up to the Day-Clark hit “Love 
Somebody,” though it’s not intend. 
ed that way. And performance-wise 
it’s just that. The two work lightly 
and cutely over a good tune that 
could reach hit proportions, get. 
ting good backgrounding. Reverse 
is also a cute item from the stand. 
point of interpretation. 

Tommy Dorsey “Down By the 
Station”-“‘How Many Tears Must 
Fall” (Victor). Dorsey’s first post- 
ban record. At first glance, it’s 
difficult to understand why a band 
as capable as his should be as- 
signed a novelty such as “Station.” 
But it jells. He makes of it a rhy- 
thm piece that drifts smoothly and 
cleanly through an arrangement 
\that might have been dreamed up 
by Dick Jurgens. Dorsey’s vocal 
quartet, Denny Dennis and Lucy 
Ann Polk are all in the act, and 
they do a good job. Jocks should 
use it widely. On the _ reverse 
there’s a tune that carries hit po- 
tentialities. A ballad, it’s sung with 
unusual understanding by Dennis, 
backed by T.D.’s tromboning and 
clean full-band work. 

Primo Scala “Powder Your Face 
With Sunshine’’-"‘More Beer” (Lon- 
don). London is right on the ball 
with this new tune, which has a 
fine chance to hit the jackpot. This 
version is strictly from _ banjos, 
similar to all of Scala’s stuff, but 
it’s well done in a commercial vein. 
Keynotes make with the lyric and 
the side is worthwhile. Flipover 
brings up a tune that started to 
move to the juke lists. This inter- 
pretation, naturally, is good since 
the treatment the tune demands is 
up Scala’s groove. 

Vaughn Monroe “Red Roses For 
a Blue Lady”-“Melancholy Min- 
istrel” (Victor). Also Monroe's 
first post-ban disk. “Red Roses,” 
a tune that has possibilities, was 
done first by John Laurenz on 
Mercury, but it needed the push of 
someone like Monroe. He’ll supply 
that push. The disk is well done 
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PUBS PROD INDIES FOR PAYOFF 








ANMa jor Transcription Firms 


Sion Contracts With Musicians ON 


American Federation of Musi-¢ 
cians concluded contracts with all 
of the major transcriptien compa- 
Monday (20) afternoon, less 
week after the disk ban 
had been lifted with the signing 
of five-year deals with all of the 
major and some of the minor re 
cording manufacturers. Agreements 
with the transcribers are identical 
to those with the pop and classical 
recorders calling for the signatul 
ing of the employment contract and 
the pact obligating them to pay to 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, record fund 
trustee, royalties on disk sales. 

Transcription signing with the 
union included Lang-Worth, Muzak, 
NBC. WOR Program Service, 
World Broadcasting, Ziv, Empire 
and Capitol Records’ transcription 
branch. along with Radio Features 
and Towérs of London, Ltd. No 
sooner were the pacts signed than 
work was begun. 

During the week, the AFM 
raised to 15 the total number of 
major and minor pop recorders in 
the fold. Dial Records, Blue Note, 
Cleff. and General Publicity Serv 
ice. a recording name strange even 
to the union, signed contracts. 
These were added to RCA-Victor, 
Columbia, Decca, Capitol, Mercury, 
Dana. DeLuxe, King, M-G-M, Na- 
tional, Rainbow and Seva. There 
are dozens more to go but the 
AFM is confident they’ll come in 
without trouble. 


Christmas Disk 


Sales Way Off 


Recording industry isn’t experi- 
encing anywhere near the sales an- 
ticipated for its Xmas material, 
particularly kiddie stuff. Manufac- 
turers, distributors and retailers 
had been looking forward to the 
pre-holiday annual disk rush as a 
means of erasing the bad taste of 
the spring and summer slump. 

Many record men feel that the 
tremendous amount of Xmas and 
kiddie material dumped on the 
market this year has a lot to do 
with the situation. All majors and 
dozens of minors have gotten into 
the kiddie field on the basis of 
last year’s tremendous upsurge in 
sales of that nature. 


SHEP FIELDS RETURNS 
TO MCA IN 3 YR. DEAL 


_ Shep Fields returned to Music 
Corp. of America last week after 
an absence of more than a year. 
Maestro signed a three-year deal 
with the agency effective imme- 
diately. He had been with General 
Artists Corp. and was on the verge 
of moving to William Morris be- 
fore rejoining MCA. 

Fields’ return to MCA marks an- 
other well-known name who broke 
away from that outfit after a good 
many years, but only to return. 
eventually. Benny Goodman went | 
back a couple months ago, and 
Horace Heidt did the same thing. | 
Heidt, however, has been arguing : 
with MCA about a release, claim-| 
Ing the agency has not lived up to | 
£uarantees in his new agreement. 


Dean Martin to Get Cap 
Buildup as Solo Singer 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Capitol, which inked Dean Mar- 
4 and Jerry Lewis, nitery comics, 
M a wax pact, will begin to build 
I artin as a singer. He’ll be given 
jmantic ballads and a lush orch 
acking. 


Martin makes his wax bow in 


nies 
than a 











sociation with 








this field partnered with Peggy 
ws on “You Was,” and waxery 
gre to mate pair again until Mar- 
In has 


pe S attained sufficient stature 
— Single. Heretofore, Miss Lee 
S been Cap’s top-selling thrush 





~ a 
Reg Connelly 


a London music publisher who 
should know about those things de- 
tails how, despite Petrillo, BBC, and 
other restrictions, International 
Song Hits come through. 


an analytical piece, 
This Surprising Song 
Business” 


* * * 


an interesting feature in 


VARIETY § 


{13d An niversary Number 


Due Soon 


Lombardo Disks 


For Decca Under 
Provisional Basis 


Guy 











Lombardo record- 
New 
Date 


Lombardo has 


resumed 


ing for Decca 
York 


does not 


Records in 
vesterday (Tuesday 
mean that 
renewed his expired contract with 
the label. It indi- 
cate the temper of Lombardo’s as- 
the label Jack 


does, however, 


and 
Kapp, its prez 

All during the _ recent 
when Lombardo was mulling a 
deal that would have made him 
kingpin of the Musicraft scene, 
Lombardo has been discussing his 
position with Kapp Lombardo 
frankly is seeking a capital-gains 
deal and has talked such a setup 
other than with Musicraft. Mu- 
sicraft filed under chapter 11 of 
the Chandler bankruptcy act two 
weeks ago partially because of the 
company’s inability to convince the 
maestro and his brothers to shift 
over. 


period, 


Situation has not impaired Lom- 
bardo’s Decca relations. Kapp as- 
sertedly has told Lombardo that if 
and when he manages to devise 
such an arrangement, which would 
stand up before U. S. tax men, 
Decca might consider giving him 
the terms. Lombardo’s Decca con- | 
tract expired last November. 


TING TL 











\d 


Lifting of the disk ban had an 
effect late last week on the at- 
titude of many major publishers 
toward independent 
firms Where once 
all in favor of sti 


recording 
the pubs were 
Inging along with 
financially-pressed indies that were 
late or 
alti 


subscribing to 


failed entirely to 


Statements 


pay roy- 
a number are now 
the idea that they 
get paid with coin 
And they're not 
stand for delays 

This 
those 


want to not ex- 


cuses going to 
Stance is 
realizing that 
market is 
where 


due mostly to 
today’s record 
sales narrowed to the 
point only a few good re- 
cordings—and some pubs say only 
one—are necessary to the success 
of a song. They don’t need numer- 
ous diskings of a particular tune 
As a matter of fact. some pubs feel 


that every time an indie delavs 
paving rovalties. and sells a re- 
cording of one of their tunes. he’s 
actually taking coin from. their 
pockets It's felt that every such 
sale by an indie means one less by 
1 major of that same tune, and the 
majors always pay off Even if an 
indie eventually does pay up, he’s 
had the pubs’ money long enough 
to put it to work for him. which 


the pubs can do for 
paid on time 


themselves if 


There is a 


group of pubs who 
State that if it’s not possible to 
control the indies’ use of their 


songs. they will force them to pay 
rovalties in full, and on time. One 
wav is to demand sales statements 
every 30 days instead of quarterly, 
which can be done under the law. 

An angle that may tend to de- 


feat this attitude by the pubs, 
however, lies in the determination 
by the major diskers to be much 
more selective over new material 
than they have in the past That 
intention may place indie com- 
panies in a position more advan- 


tageous for dealing with pubs. The 
latter will in that event be using 
the indies as trial horses on tunes 
that the majors do not accept. 


éLye ? bd 
Sue on ‘Hills’ Disk 
Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Charging copyright infringe- 
ment on the waxing of “Oklahoma 
Hills,’ Capitol Songs, Ine., filed 
suit in L. A. Federal court asking 
2c for each of 250,000 recordings 
of the tune made by Four Star 
Records. 

Suit named William 
as head of the waxery. 


A. McCall 








John Firman 
(Managing Director, B. Feldman & 
Co., Ltd.) 


accents 
“British Music Biz on 
Even Keel Despite 
Varied Disturbances” 


one of the many features 
in the 


43d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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Hall of Jazz 
Talked for N. Y. 
By Kenton, Blair 


Stan Kenton 
talks with Nicky Blair. operator of 
the Carnival ballroom, New York. 
about turning the spot into a ‘Hall 
of Jazz. Blair is interested in the 
idea for his spot. which debuted a 
straight ballroom policy about two 
months ago in place of the former 
nightclub plan 


talks 


has had several 


Kenton’'s with Blair, in 
which execs of General Artists 
Corp., Kenton’s agency, partici- 
pated, conform with the ideas he 
expressed several weeks ago. At 
that time Kenton announced that 
he was temporarily disbanding his 
orchestra. He explained that there 
is not enough opportunities to book 
a band of his type and that the 
various agencies were lax in devel- 
oping them and wrong in endeavor- 
ing to sell such bands into regular 
dance jobs. He pointed out that 
though there are operations that 
exist on jazz bands similar to his, 
Woody Herman’s, Charlie Barnet’s, 
et al., all were small, basement 
spots. It was his idea that places 
could be developed in which jazz 
bands would work concert style 
Blair started his Carnival on a 
six-nights weekly _ straight-dance 
policy, with name bands. He cur- 
tailed his operation to weekends 10 
days ago, using non-name music. 
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and has always soloed. 








O° RODe' *) 14 


4 +7 Ott te OP eR ERE Ea 


revere 


terete. ST 


-eeeett 


*eetaa: 


pur Start Paces Pub Action to Stifle 
ISK ROYALTY  Factionalism on Copyright Situation 


+ Execs of 





.s 





the American 
of Composers, Authors and 
lishers are trving to eliminate some 
confusing angles of the 

the Independent 

Assn. sult against 
ciety, by era 
the 


of the 
sult of 
Owners 


the 


organization Herman Starr 


Society 
Pub- 


> 


re- 
Theatre 
SO- 
sing arguments within 


one of the most powerful members 


of the Society's board 
othe prominent 


striving to induce writers 


backed by 


and pub- 


publishers is 


lishers who are squabbling over 
who might be the “copyright own- 
er” in the light of pertormance 


rights, to withdraw’ intervention 


applications in the case, now on 
appeal 

In his original decision, N. Y. 
Federal court Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell said that ASCAP must dl- 


vest itself of performance rights in 

» far as theatre exhibition is con- 
cerned and that these rights should 
he returned to the copyright own- 


ers At this point, the writers, 
apparently fearing that publishers 
might take advantage of the sit- 


uation to the writer’s disadvantage, 


applied through composer Milton 


Ager and attorney John Schulman 
to intervene to have writers de- 
clared the copyright owners, or 
have ASCAP retain the rights. 


Chappell, on the other hand, went 

into the case on behalf of publish- 

ers, its attorneys filing an inter- 
(Continued on page 39) 


Parade Starts In 
Artist Disk Shifts 


Start of expected shifts of artists 
on major recording labels occurred 
late last week, a few days after 
the lifting of the disk ban. Colum- 
bia and its roster began the pa- 
rade, Claude Thornhill, Woody 
Herman, Cab Calloway and Tom- 
my Tucker failing to arrive at Co- 
lumbia renewals. Thornhill signed 
with Victor; Herman is expected 
to go to Capitol. 

Plans of any of the last three 
named are not yet known, except- 
ing Tucker’s. He’s been out of the 
band business for about a year, 
operating an electrical appliance 
store he set up in Asbury Park, 
N. J. 

Thornhill’s signing with Victor 
matched movements by the M-G-M 
label, which snapped up Bill Law- 
rence, young singer,on Arthur God- 
frey’s a.m. Chesterfield broadcasts, 
who originally was talking contract 
with Victor, too. 


CAPITOL SONGS SELLS 
‘MANANA’ BRIT. RIGHTS 


Mickey Goldsen’s Capitol Songs 
has sold the English publication 
rights to its ‘‘Manana” hit to Camp- 
bell-Connelly, London. Firm will 
start work on the tune immediate- 
ly in England and South Africa, 
having paid a substantial advance 
for it due to the release in Eng- 
land of Peggy Lee’s recording, 
which pushed the tune into the 
hit elass in the U. S. last January. 

At the time ““Manana” was a hit 
here, Goldsen refused to sell the 
English rights because (1) bids for 
it weren't high enough and (2) Cap- 
itol Records had no English dis- 
tribution. But Cap made a deal 
some months ago. with. British 
Decca. 








Paxton May Pass As 
Maestro for Music Pub 


George Paxton, maestro now 
conducting his band at the Capitol 
theatre. New York, is going into 
the music publishing business as 
an adjunct to bandleading. He 
may forego leading entirely in fa- 
vor of publishing. 

Leader has set up the Paxton 
Music Co. and will get going with 
it as soon as the Cap date is over. 


He'll temporarily headquarter in 
N.Y. at Tommy Valando’s Laurel 
Music. 

‘ { 
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ing of , 
eet on television broadcasts in 


will be started soon by 
ig bt Reporting Service. 
jOutfit, which tabs _Tadio 
formances for inclusion in t 
f the RH and aga 
isti spects to monitor a 
oe sane ie” tele outlets in 
oT. Date of the video survey’s 
start isn't definite. 

Both the RH and Peatman sur- 
veys will include the video log- 
gings in their overall plug measure- 
ments. Dr. John Peatman last week 
‘ dispatched advice to all publishers 
that his list will measure listener- 





impact value of video plugs on the 
pasis of one ACI point fol each 
5.000 sets in use In N. Y. (approxi- 
mately 320,000 now in use), as 
against one ACI point for each 20 
000 radio receivers. 

Peatman figures this ratio is fair 
because of the greater plug value 
of a sight-and-sound performance, 
and since surveys have determined 








that a greater number of people 
watch tele than hear radio pro- 


grams on an individual set basis. 
It’s been figured that the average 
number of persons catching shows 
on each tele set in use runs to ape 

Peatman points out that as the 
number o. tele receivers in use 
goes up, the average number of 
viewers at each set will go down. 
But he will not lower the value of 
tele plugs on the thought that in- 
creasingly better techniques will 
heighten the value of each plug as 
time goes on. 






































Peatman to Log Pop Songs on Video, 
Explains Point System to Publishers 





pop song perform-¢ 


per- | 
the | 


Holiday’s NSG $5,800 


In Two Coast Concerts 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Billie Holiday, currently wind- 
ing the first of four wecks at Billy 
Berg’s nitery here, drew a disap- 
pointing $5,800 in two Gene Nor- 
man-promoted jazz concerts before 
opening at Berg’s. Stand at Shrine 
auditorium grossed an estimated 
$3,800, but Miss Holiday’s guaran- 
tee was $2,000 and Norman had to 
pay for hall and for backstopping 


provided by Red Norvo Long 
Seach) auditorium — session vent 
into the red, gross hitting onbh) 


$2.000 


Chirp is getting $3,250 weckly 
at Berg's, plus a cut of both the 


door admissions and the bar biz 
Norvo backstops. On Jan. 13, she 
commences month-long stand at 
Frisco’s Cafe Society Uptown, for 
which she'll get a weekly guaran- 
tee of $3,500 and 50's of all door 
admishes over $4,500 


Pluggers Map 
New Pension Plan 


Musie Publishers Contact Em 
plovees is in the process of ap 
pointing a committee of its mem- 
bers to devise a pension plan that 
would be acceptable to publishers 


7 ¢ E hib Til ‘| , as part of a new contract with 
| /0 an. Xl ut n them. Two weeks ago. pubs told 
b Toronto, Dec. 21. the MPCE that the establishment 
% With the Copyright Appeal of a pension fund along the lines 
- Board of the Federal government the MPCE had in mind was un- 
° receiving no filed objections from) workable. 
a any Canadian distributor group Last Wednesday's (15) meeting 
3 to current deadline, the 18% tilt) of the MPCE with the Music Pub 
r in theatre music rates by the Com- |ishers Protective Assn. on new 
fe posers, Authors and Publishers contract terms was called off due 
x Assn. of Canada becomes effective to too many absentees on both 
7 for three years as of Jan. 5 next. sides. It’s unlikely that much more 
a CAPAC had originally sought a_ will be done on the problem until 
é 25° increase. after the first of the yea 
»~ 
i ° 9 : ty , f 
: ogeimns y stem 
% Richard Himber’s new development tn logging broadcast perjorm 
> ances.lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
9 They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining tnstrumentas, 
sis y 2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
0 | commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
w]e three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
alo of commercial shows, which account for the .arge point tallies below. 
3 | Week of Dec. 10-16 
or rota 
3|9 Song Publisher Pts. 
| Buttons and Bows—*“Pale Face’—Famous ..... ©... ee ee ees 25 
; My Darling, My Darling—*“Where’s Charley’—Morris .......-. 221 
On a Slow Boat To China—Melrose ... ©... ee eee eee 217 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller 9). se ees 212 
A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne 194 
Say It Isn't So—Berlin ........ ate ae ae Rha Neen a alla 187 
One Sunday Afternoon—*“One Sunday Afternoon”—Remick ..... 177 
White Christmas—Berlin Se i ; ss aint ace Ate tic 128 
wl ag Le Gusta—i“Date With Judy’—Southern ree hees 124 
2\3 ou Were Only Fooling—Shapiro-B 124 
m3 ghing Ly "eee TE rerrrT rer eer rr er 123 
8 .. Until—Dorsey Bros. | PESOS errr rrr i 112 
7 Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life’—Chappell .......... cris ixnx Om 
+ Pretty Baby—Remick rise se + «eee nee eee 90 
3\3 Winter Wonderland—BV€ 89 
315 Hair of Gold—Robert & 37 
o|5 You Started Something—BMI eideace eye Ae 
Ke Lavender Blue—*“So Dear To My Heart’—Santly Lisierneess 
For You—Witmark , , 83 
That Certain Party—Bourne 78 
a The Money Song—Crawford  -—......... . 74 
s|2 1 Still Get a Thrill—Words & Music i2 
re Galway Bay—Leeds | on, 
‘A s) In the Market Place of Old Monterey—Shapiro-B eeeeT Te . 64 
The Christmas Song—Burke-Van H. Peer cer ys 66 
Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart—Mills rk eta 60 
Hold Me—Robbins ay . . 64 
nad All I Want For Christmas—Porgie ~ a ~ 
You Ci; Way—i"W hen My Baby Smiles At Me’—BV(C 00 
Nj all Every body Darling—Mayfair . end 
. Aight Has a Thousand Eyes—‘ "Night Has 1.000 Eves Paramount pe 
ile You Got My Love To Keep Me Warm—Berlin = 
Eis ou, You, You Are the One—Campbeil ; ve 
BIE Bella On Mnrle—ELeeds ... gn. wis eee csv ence eeseseness 51 
we - Two Front Teeth—Witmark .............00008+5 50 
: Z\z Man OE igus aed ctecteanewene 50 
‘\a\3 Maybe You'll BO THCTE—TrianMle 26.6 6c sc bee ve = 
be ove You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane ........0 505500508 49 
| “Ouquet of Roses—Hill & Range 46 
er peo day I Love You—‘"“Two Guys From Texas” —Harms | ...--++ 44 
$4 Most Unusual Day—*"Date With Judy’—Robbins - 
lo ; ha & In the Meadow—Shapiro-B ; oes a 
i ine What nae a Long Way From St. Louis—Jewe! PRyaEE A we 
la 2) B id 1 Do—*"When My Baby Smiles At Me rriangls ee A 
> re in Littl ut It Happens—Bourne 41 
sa € Jack Frost Get Lost-—Spitzer i 
Owder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo Tere ve 41 
_—= _Dluebird Singing In My Heart—Advanced ga eeneenes 40 
— Lillette—Jefferson 2 . ae 39 
In Love—*"Kiss Me Kate’—T. B. Harms ...---- e+e seer rere: 39 












Petrillo OK’s Mercury 
| Despite Olsen Protest 


George Olsen almost upset the 
signing by Mercury Records of a 
new contract with the American 
Federation of Musicians after last 
, week’s settlement of the recording 
ban. 

Olsen had recorded for Majestic 
Records, which Mercury recently 
bought lock, stock and barrel for 
$142,000, and he had written the 
AFM’s prez, James C. Petrillo, 
protesting the transfer of his Ma- 
jestic masters to Mercury. Petril- 
lo momentarily demurred about 
Mercury’s signing the new disking 


deal until the Olsen é¢ase was 
straightened out But when the 
circumstances of the protest were 


explained he had no objection. 


Curb on License 
Term Seen New 
Snag to Exhibs 


The latest interpretation of N. Y 
Federal court Judge Vincent L 
Leibell’s decision in the Independ 
ent Theatre Owners 
the American 
posers Authors 
presents an interesting angle on 
the entire situation. And if it 
stands up, the producers of film 
will have additional headaches that 
they never figured on. 


Assn. case VS. 
Society of Com 
and Publishers 


It is the opinion of one attorney 
that though the jurist’s decision de- 


creed that a publisher must sell 
performance rights to a producer 
along with synchronization rights, 


there's nothing to prevent the pub 


from restricting the term of the ex 
hibition license. In other words, 
issue a combined syne and per 


formance’ license, but limiting 
the latter to, say, three years. That 
would mean that if the producer 
anticipated reissuing the film in 
volved after that three-year period, 
he would be forced to return to the 
publisher for a fresh exhibition li 
cense and pay for it a second time, 
of course 

This angle is 
thoughts of 
tornevs, who 
selves, but 
bined syne 


contrary to the 
other music biz at- 
aren't certain them- 
who feel that a com 
and exhib license is 
good tor the duration of the film 
copyright involved—up to the 28- 
vear legal cepyright protection on 
a song. 

No music attorney as yet has a 
clear conception of the ramifica- 
“tions of Judge Leibell’s decision. 
So tricky is its effect on the vari- 
ous phases of the film licensing of 
songs that some attorneys have 
been revising their evaluation of 
the decision almost daily. And it’s 
all getting plenty confusing. 








| Starr Paces 














Cas Continued from page 37 Qo 


vention application to have that 
faction fully and legally declared 
the copyright owners of theatre 


performance rights. 
Writers’ Fears Vague 
It has never been made quite 


clear what the writers fear from 
the publishers, particularly in view 
of the Songwriters Protective Assn 
basic agreement. which provides 
that writers must get 50° of in- 
come from rights. This would in- 
clude performance rights separate- 
ly sold by pubs instead of by 
ASCAP But intervene they did, 


theirs and the Chappell move com- 
bined so confusing the issue that 
Leibell decided that ASCAP 


should 
not sell 


keep the rights but could 
them He did not spe- 
cifically point out who could, but 
did say that synchronization and 
performance rights must be sold 
it the same time, that the latter 
could not be withheld. Since it’s 
the pubs who dispense syne rights, 
they naturally will follow with per- 
formance licensing 


Starr has had several meetings 


with publishers on the subject of , 


withdrawing the intervention ap- 
plications to leave the way clear 
for ASCAP, and yesterday (Tues- 
day) afternoon he and top publish- 
ers met with a committee of writ- 
ers to try to convince them that 
withdrawal by both sides would be 
proper. It’s felt by Starr and his 
cohorts that argument between the 
two factions that make up ASCAP 
is something that should not occur 
at this dangerous point in the So- 
ciety’s existence. 


Major Recorders Watch Closely Suit 
Vs. Decca, Cap for Aping Arrangement 


All major recording companies 
will keep a close eve on the legal 
action filed a few weeks back by 
the Supreme label against Decca 
and Capitol, which charges the lat- 
ter with “unfair competition” for 
aping an arrangement described in 
the suit as “unique.” Supreme 
started the “A Little Bird Told Me” 
hit, with Paula Watson, and Decca 
did the tune that same way with 
Evelyn Knight, and Cap duplicated 


only one platter, 


ditty was etched, s 
week 
ed Larry Potter to 
per frame. 


town, work on bill 
dan, opening Dec 


it with Blue Lu Barker 
Majors are interested because it 
has never before been legally de- 


cided whether the 
rangement by 


aping of an ar- 


Music publisher 
another company 


beeline for 


a single disk click. 
Told Me,” for Supreme. 
piano-pounder at 


lounge and doing no singing. 
Local success of the disk prompt- 


Florida. A 


She’s waxed 
“A Little Bird 
When the 
he was a $110-a- 
Lane's 


hire her at $350 


She goes from there to 
the Million Dollar theatre 


down- 
with Louis Jor- 
ma)? 


Florida, Here We Come 


making a 
group in- 


S are 


could be stopped One or two of cluding Lester Santly of Santly- 
the majors actually had contem- Joy, Jack Bregman and Rocco 
plated test suits against Eli Ober- Voecco, of Bregman, Vocco & Conn, 
stein’s Varsity label. which frank- and Dick Voltter of Shapiro- 
ly duplicates big-label hits on disks Bernstein, drove or entrained for 
that sell at 44¢ (including tax the south late last week some 
However, Obersteins’ aims are missing the heavy weekend snow- 
only a part of the reason for the fall by a matter of hours 
close watch on the Supreme suit, Louis Bernstein, ot Shapiro-B, 
which asks $87).000 in damages. leaves for Miami Friday (24). Next 
Many times in the past major and day Walter Douglas. Music Pub- 
minor labels alike have copied one lishers Protective Assn. chairman, 
another's hits. leaves N. Y. for three weeks in 


In past cases it was always the California 
publisher who asked by the 


offended recording company to file 


Was 


copyright infringement suits 
against the offender None ever Major K. K. H 
wanted to for obvious reasons. Su- with Paramount 


preme’s taking the 
tition” tack, 
volve a pub 


“unfair compe- .Amusement Corp 
however, does not in- to Lieut. Colonel. 
Capitol, incidentally. according to an 


stopped RCA-Victor from releas- Gen. Jacob L 
ing last year a copy of its “Tempta- Army Field Fo 
tion” novelty hit by appealing to roe, Va. 


Victor on an 
competition” 


“ethics” and “unfair 


basis. firm of Hansen-W 


—_—-—- New 
Paula Watson's Boost Army as an infa 
Hollywood, Dec. 21 1942. Later he sa 


Paula Watson is the latest nitery 


entertainer to benefit solidly from. a major. 


Pacific and returne 


It’s Col. Kay Hansen Now 


ansen, formerly 

and General 
has been upped 
effective Jan. 1, 


announcement by 
Devers 


Chief of 
‘ces, Ft \lon- 


Hansen headed his own publicity 


illiams, Ine., in 


York when he enlisted in the 


ntry private in 
w service in the 
d to the U. S. as 
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Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week, 
ence Coverage Index 
Radio Networks 
John G. Peatman, Director 

Survey Week of December 10-16, 1948 
A Little Bird Told Me 
Bella Bella Marie—**Melody 


Bouquet of Roses 
Buttons and Bows— 


Man” 

Face”’ Fak 
Cuanto Le Gusta—r"Date With Judy” 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms 
Far Away Places 

For You 


i“Pale 


My Darling, My Darling—*‘‘Where’s Charley” 
My Happiness ree 
Night Has Thousand Eyes—i‘Night Has Eyes” 
On a Slow Boat to China ; = 
One Sunday Afternoon—*“One Sun. Afternoon” 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine 
Pretty Baby 
Say It Isn't So ' Eee a eee 
Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart 


That Certain Party 

Until om 

You Call Everybody Darling 

You Came a Long Way From St. Louis 
You Started Something 

You Were Only Fooling 





The remaining 23 


based on the copyrighted Audi- 
Survey of Pupwlar Music Broadcast Over 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


Bourne 
Leeds 

Hill & Range 
Famous 
Southern 
Miller 

Laure] 
Witmark 


. Robert 


Chappell 
Robbins 
Words & M 
Santly-Joy 
Spitzer 
Triangle 
Morris 
Blasco 
Paramount 
Melrose 
Remick 
Lombardo 
Remick 


. Berlin 


Mills 
Bourne 


.. Dorsey Bros. 
. Mayfair 
. Jewel 


BMI 


. Shapiro-B 


songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 


Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Tree [n the Meadow 
Ah But It Happens 
My Two Front Teeth 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes 

By the Way—*"‘When My Baby Smiles at Me” 
Ev'ry Day I Love You 
Galway Bay 

Green-Up Time “Love 
Here Comes Santa Claus 
I Got Lucky In the Rain—** As the Girls Go” 
I Love You So Much It Hurts 

In the Market Place of Old Monterey 
Lillette 
Lonesome 
Money Song 
Rambling 
So In Love 
Too Much Love 
Twelfth Street Rag 
What Did I Do— 
You Walk By 
You You You Are the One 
You're All I Want For Christmas 


Life” 


tose 


“When My Baby Smiles” 


+See oe eG es 


+ 
» 
» 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
. 
+ 
; 
Hair Of Gold sds eee Ai cesnaal 
Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life”.......0.0+0. ore as 
Hold Me wane 
I Still Get a Thrill bn 3 VintaR 
Lavender Blue—**So Dear To My Heart’”......... 
Little Jack Frost Get Lost pee orre fe ee 
Maybe You'll Be There aes 
-_ 
~ 
+ 
. 
7 
* 
> 
+ 
om 
> 
+ 
+ 
+ 
2 
* 
2 
. 
. 
+ 
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Shapiro-B 


. Bourne 


Witmark 
Leeds 
BVC 
Harms 
Leeds 
Chappell 
Western 
Fox 
Melody Lane 
Shapiro-B 
Jefferson 
Republic 


. Crawford 


Laurel 

T. B. Harms 
Harms 
Sh&piro-B 
Triangle 
Cavalier 
Campbell 
Porgie 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


+ 
++4444+ (Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) *****++** 


Compiled for 


By JULIUS 


(Copyright, Variety, Inc. 


VARIETY 
MATTFELD 
All Rights Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


(Continued from last Week) 


1868 


Jinks of 
William 


Horse 
Lin- 


the 


Captain 
Horace 


Marines. v 


gard. m., T. Maclagan. C H. Dit- 
son & Co., cop. 1868; J. L. Peters, 
cop. 1868; Rob’t DeWitt, cop. 1868 
(in: The Mabel Waltz Songste1 

Cincinnati; J. J. Dobmeyer & Co 
cop. 1868; Philadelphia: R. Whittig 
& Co.. cop. 1868; and many others 
without copyright imprint The 
song was introduced in America 


by The Lingard Comedy Company 


from London, where it had been 
sung by them.) 
Chant Sans Paroles (no. 3 in: 


Souvenir de Hapsal. op. 2). Piano 


solo. m., Peter Tschaikovsky. Mos- 
cow: P. Jurgenson [,1868] 

The Flying Trapeze. w., Mm. 
Anonymous. C. M. Tremaine cop. 
1868 

Her Bright Smile Haunts Me 
Still. w., J. E. Carpenter. m., W. 
T. Wrighton. Boston: Oliver Dit- 
son & Co., cop. 1868 

Lullaby—original German title: 


Wiecgenlied (no. 4 in: Fuenf Lieder, 
op. 49). German words from Des 
Knaben Wunderhorn; 2nd _ verse 
by George Scherer; English words, 
Mrs. Natalia Mactarren. m., Jo- 
hannes Brahms. Berlin: N. Sim- 
rock |,1868). 

O Little Town of Bethlehem. 
Hymn: tune: St. Louis. w., Phil- 
lips Brooks. m., Lewis H. Redner. 
(The words and music were writ- 
ten in 1868 for the children’s 
Christmas celebration at Hols 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Phila- 

= 








THERE'S 

A BARBER 
IN THE 
HARBOR OF 
PALERMO 


a TERRIFIC NOVELTY! 


SANTLY-JOY 
1619 Broadway 


New York 19, N. Y. 
EDDIE JOY, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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delphia, of which the Rev. Phillips 
Brooks, D.D., was the rector. (Lew! 
H. Redner, born 1831—died 1905 
was the organist and Sunday school 
superintendent of the church. 

Sweet By and By. w., S. Fillmore 
m., Joseph P. Webster. Chicago 
Lyon & Healy, cop. 1868 

Tales From the Vienna Woods— 
original German title: Geschichten 
aus dem Wienerwald. Waltz. m 
Johann Strauss, op. 325. Vienna 
C. A. Spina,«n.d. (First performed 
in Vienna, June 9, 1868.) 

Whispering Hope. Duet for so 
prano and alto. w., m., Alice Haw- 
thorne {tpseud. of Septimus Win- 
nerl. Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co.. 
cop. 1868 by Sep. Winner. 

Yield Not to Temptation. Hymn 
w., m., Horatio Richmond Palmer 
Cop. 1868 by H. R. Palmer. 


The Grand Lodge of the Elks of 


the U. S. A. was founded (during 
this and succeeding vears many 
lodges. fraternities and social or- 


ders came into being). 

“Humpty Dumpty” was the dra- 
matic hit of the year, running 483 
performances and later’ going 
through periodic revivals (G. L 
Fox played his role 1,128 times) 

Jay Gould and Jim Fisk were at 
the height of their financial power 
as dealers in railway securities 

A. M. Hills invented the lawn 
mower. 

Barnum’s 
New York, 
the elevated 
ing tests. 

Horatio Alger’s “Fame and For- 
tune’ was published, lauching the 
Algerian rags-to-riches type of fic- 
tion. (Alger issued books, along 
the same lines, until the 1890's 

President Andrew Johnson was 
impeached, tried and acquitted. 


burned in 
same cits 
uncdergo- 


Museum 
and in the 
lines were 


1869 


Birds in the Night. w., Lionel 
H. Lewin. m., Sir Arthur Sullivan. 
London: Boosey & Co. [,1869]. 

Light Cavalry Overture—orig- 
inal German title: Leichte Kaval- 
lerie. Orch. composition. m., Franz 
von Suppe. Leipzig: C. F. W. 
Siegel [,1869]. 

The Little Brown Jug. w.. m.. 
R. A. Eastburn I[pseud. of J. FE. 
Winner]. J. E. Winner, cop. 1869. 

Near the Cross [Jesus, Keep Me 
Near the Cross]. Hymn. w., Fran- 
ces Jane Crosby [Mrs. Alexander 
Van Alstyne]. m., William Howard 


Doane. The Biglow & Main Co., 
cop. 1869. 
Sweet Genevieve. w., 


George 























popular songs. 


78-27 68TH ROAD 





THE BAN IS OVER, THE SONG’S IN CLOVER 


_ MOE STORCH 


AMERICA’S NEWEST WRITER-PUBLISHER 


Wants a business partner who is financially capable 
of sponsoring a music publishing firm on a nation- 
wide scale, starting with the following copyrighted 
Each song is outstanding. 
and music by Moe Storch): 


I'M HEADIN’ FOR A WEDDIN’ WITH MY BABY 
MY SISTER, HER FIDDLE AND HER BEAU 


GOT A BIG DATE WITH MY LITTLE GIRL IN 
TOWN 


I'M JUST A WAND’RING GYPSY 
MY HEAVEN ON EARTH 


(Gee! It’s Nice to Be) 
SWEETHEARTS IN THE MOONLIGHT 


| LOVE A MELODY 
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 


MOE STORCH MUSIC CO. 


MIDDLE VILLAGE, L. I., N. Y. 
REFERENCES EXCHANGED ) 


(Words 


Wednesday, December 22 


matey 
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Survey of retail sheet music S s oO}. | s lg 
5 ww | ' x 
sales, bused on reports obtained 2 | 2 e | : | . | 
from leading stores in 11 cities a $ 2 = a | S 7 
and showing comparative sales 4 |? wld 16 | si 5 : 
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Week Ending 7 F/¢/si)4 uidigisiz al, 
National isiM (9 eg ie#liel@ 215/5'5% 
> ° | - | be = vz A ww / — 0 
ae DEC. 18 isiSlelflaleiSislelel aia 
rig iS;@®/siSizlsigisieiy 
This Last - . S - “ 5 en = = = £ T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher Zioiminia (Hala Ele isi Sis 
I I “Buttons and Bows” (Famous) 1 1 l 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 108 
2 2 £=“Stow Boat to China” (Melrose) 3 2 2 2 2 2 | “ » 2 90 
3. 3 “My Darling, My Darling” (Morris) 43848 9¢6¢e6 2 § 3 4 71 
4. 4 “White Christmas” (Berlin) 6 5 10 3 4 5 4 9 3750 
5 5 “You Were Only Fooling” (Shapiro-B) 10 5 7 4 7 4 >) 35 
6 12 “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne) 9 5 3 8 8 3 io 35 
7 6 “Here Comes Santa Claus” (Western) 2 J Be Eee 
8 10 £“Tree in the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 3 5 7 3 “96 
‘y 10 £=“Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy) De. "i ¢ § on 9 10 . ; 7 23 
10 A / “My Two Front Teeth” (Witmark). : es es se ie 3 _8 WE 6 2 
11 7 “Cuanto Le Gusta” (Peer-Inter) . 7 3 a a Sees ee 20 
i2 9 “Sania Claus Is Coming” (Feist) : 10 ‘a 9 . so 8 é > 13 
i383. 8 “Until” (Dorsey Bros.) .-. -- 9 .. .. 1 9 6 10 “Tr 
14A “What Did I Do” (Triangle) nee ; 9 10 
i4B....._ “You Call Darling” (Mayfair) ‘ 4 3 zT 
I>... “Far Away Places” (Laurel) 8 7 9 9 
16 ~ “Bouquet of Roses” (Hill-Range) 8 7 i) 
Cooper. m., Henry Tucker. Wm., theatres were opening right and McCOY TURNS FLORIST 
\. Pond & Co., cop. 1869. lett. with even the smallest towns Metiehic Dee. 
Wine, Woman and Song—orig- boasting of at least one of these Clyde M ‘Cn “ oa 7 cng 14. 
inal German. title: Wein, Weib ornamental, be-gilded structures + yur .d cCoy, the orch leader, 
und Gesang. Waltz. m., Johann The South began to challenge [45 PIXe the music business to 
Strauss, op. 333. Vienna: C. A. traditional New England as a cot- entel the florist field here 
Spina, n.d. (First performed in ton textile center, McCoy and his wife are now 
Vienna, February 2, 1869. “Frou Frou” was playing at the making Memphis their home, and 
Fifth Ave. Theatre, N. Y. report good biz in their current 


“Black Friday” (Sept. 24) hit the 
Stock Exechange when a clique olf 
speculators cornered virtually all 
the gold in New York, pushed the 
price up 6 points (after alread: 
having pushed it up 13 points 
previously), and sent the entire fi- 
nancial world into panic. The Sub- 
Treasury finally terminated the 
spectacle by releasing enough gold 
to break the corner, and ease the 
price down 15 points. 

The bicycle (a wooden. affair) 
was put on the American market 
by the Hanlon brothers (theatrical 
performers who had experimented 
with it in their act). The affair 
was called a “bone shaker.” 


Ulysses Simpson *Grant was in- 
augurated president. 

Westinghouse invented the air 
brake. 

The first transcontinental rail- 


way, the Union Pacific and Central 
Pacific, was completed, and a 
golden spike was driven at Ogden, 
Utah, where the two joined. 

The Suez Canal was opened. 

The Cincinnati baseball team be- 
came the first outright professional 
club in America, and made a tour 
without losing a game either in 
1869 or half of 1870. 

C. L. Sholes patented the tvype- 
writer. 

The Noble Order of the Knights 
of Labor. the strongest labor union 
in U. S. history until that time 
founded with Uriah Smith 
Stephens, a tailor. as leader. It 
was at first a secret order, but pub- 
lic sentiment later caused it to re- 


Was 


verse this policy. 

The hoop skirt finally gave way 
to the bustle 

James Gordon Bennett (New 


York Herald) dispatched Stanley 
to Africa to find the explorer David 
Livingstone. 

High financial -transactions. plus 
the flashiness of newly - found 
wealth, has caused various writers 
to label the period now in progress 
as “The Gilded Age” and “The 
Great Barbecue.” 


i870 


Looking Back. w.. 
m., Sir Arthur Sullivan. London 
Boosey & Co. |,18701. 

Pass Me Not, O Gentile Saviour. 
Hymn w Frances Jane Crosby 
Mrs. Alexander Van Alstyne]. m 
William Howard Doane. Cop. 1870 
by William H. Doane. 


Louisa Gray 


Rescue the Perishing. Hymn, W.. 
Frances Jane Crosby (Mrs. Alex- 
ander Van Alstynel. m., William 
Howard Doane. Cop. 1870 by 
William H. Doane. 

The steamboat “Robert E. Lee” 
paddled from New Orleans to St. 
Louis in three days, 18 


) hrs.. 14 
mins., for a record. 
Following the boom in railroads. 
the U. S. found ‘itself with 49,168 
miles of roadbed. 
‘Opera houses, music halls and 


In order to squeeze into the new 
tight-skirted fashions. some. belles 
had to tie their knees together. 


1871 
Beware. Part song for ATTB 
falso tor SATB). w., Henry Wads- 
worth Longtellow. m., John Liptrot 


Iiatton. London: Novello & Co 
1871) 

Good-bye, Liza Jane. Arr. by 
Eddie Fox. Philadelphia: Lee & 


Walker, cop. 1871 

the Little Old Log Cabin in the 
Lane. w.. m., William Shakespeare 
Havs. J. L. Peters, cop. 1871 

Mollie Darling. w., m., William 
Shakespeare Hays. J. L. Peters, 
cop. 1871. 

Onward, Christian 
Sabine Baring-Gould. m., Sir 
Arthur Sullivan. London: Novello 
& Co. [1871]. (Published as a sup- 


Soldiers. w. 


plement to the Musical Times, 
London, December, 1871.) 

The Sea Hath Its Pearls. w.. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
translated from the German of 
Heinrich Heine. m., €@harles 


Gounod. London: Duff and Stewart 
l bored 
Something for Jesus. Iymn. w., 


S. D. Phelps. m., Rev. Robert 
Lowry. The Biglow & Main Co., | 
cop. 1871. 

Susan Jane. w.. m.. William 
Shakespeare Hays. J. L. Peters, 
cop. 1871. 


Mrs. O'Leary's famed cow re- 
putediv started the Chicago fire, 
and an estimated $200.000,000 de- 
struction resulted. 18,000 buildings 
were destroyed. 


Smith College, another great 
U. S. institution for feminine 


learning, was founded. 
Baseball left its former amateur 


and semi-professional status for an '| 


entirely professional plane, when 
the National Association of Profes- 
sional Ball Players was organized 
in New York. It included the Phil- 
adelphia Athletics, the Bostons, the 


Chicago White Stockings. the 
Brooklyn Eckfords, the Cleveland 
Forest Citvs, the Rockford (II) 


Forest Citys. the Troy (N. Y.) Hay- 
makers, the Fort Wayne Kekiongas, 
and the New York Mutuals. 

P. T. Barnum’s “Greatest Show 
on Earth,” the traveling circus and 
menagerie, got under way. 

One of the greatest forest fires 
in history occurred in Pestigo. Wis.. 
alter three months’ drought. Six 
counties were burned, more than 
1.000 lives lost. thousands crippled 
and 3.000 made destitute. 

(Continued next week’s issue) 


Dave Braun, head of DeLuxe 
Records, to the Coast to set up a 
branch in Los Angeles. New of- 
fice is expected to improve dis- 
tribution of both DeLuxe and King 
Records in some 13 western states 


venture, 








Immediate Openings 


For Girl 


. Musicians on 


Radio Network 


To expand existing band 


vide suitable substitute for absen- 
tees can use the following instru- 


ments: 

TROMBONE - ACCORDION - TRUM- 
PET STRING BASS SAXO- 
PHONE - GUITAR . LUTE - 
PIANO - OBOK - DRUMS - HARP 
Ex-Gl or USO) Experience Preferred 


Box 7201, VARIETY | °* 
.¥. 9 


154 W. 46th St.,-N 


Show 


and pre- 

















A DREAM OF A LULLABY 





_ TARRA 


1619 Broadway 


TA-LARRA 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 





New York 














TONY 


PASTOR 


“YOU STARTED 
SOMETHING” 


with 


ROSEMARY CLOONEY 














on 
COLUMBIA RECORD 38297 
—— —— 
en 
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cago. Excellent ret 
moderate investment. 
Variety, 360 North 
Ave., Chicago 1, IIL 


DANCE STUDIO 
Will sell franchise on nationally, 


a | 
famous name studio located 4 
busiest neighborhood of Chr 


urns 0D 
Box C-l, 
Michiga® 
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_——— | 
° " | : 
9, Simon to Publish Krupa, MCA Argue RCA RENEWS ARNOLD | 
+ B at Hotel B ‘All for Love’ S * q 
an ° e i Score . , 
Covers Tota. George Simon will publish the | Over His Vacation FOR SEVEN YEARS a. 
" Rete Rhee foe I Pag | mn of the Anthony Farrell- | Gene Krupa wants to take a rest Eddy Arnold has renewed his 
gddy “Duchin* ' . Waldorf 400; ree eee 11 2.025 28.600 >ammy Lambert musical, “All For for the month of January, but recording contract with RCA-Vic- ; 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 2 1,250 3,050 Love,” due in New York Jan. 15. Music Corp. of America, which has '™. Sisnaturing a new seven-year tt 
Guy Lombardo . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) . s+. 12 1,700 22,175 Score is by Gerald Marks. Lester good dates lined up for the bk nk Se — oy S Seem oe i 
ymy Dorsey _. Pennsylvania (450; $1.50-$2)... 11 1,775 22.350 Lee ole ‘ ae. erin = up for the band, four recordings annually. RCA says : 
| Tol see, Herman Hupfield, Michael doesn't want him to. Two are still it’s the longest term deal made : 
Waldorf, Margaret Phelan, McCarthy & Farrell. New Yorker, Ice Emer, Allen Roberts, Sam Lerner arguing the situation, but Krupa with a country-style artist its Vic- iq 
T Revue. and Sammy Gallup. Aa asad notice a week ago tor division has ever made. 
Ps bay ane ameaes One tune from the score will be Dakota ment (13) in South pte is one of the $4 disk- 
e lha : : eae EES vr sellers in any category. He often 
| 4 h t Sake Mae cae - 7 peak Krupa has been on the road for heads Victor’s sales lists in the pop 
IL ns e rc @s fas— LSIC nae _ arts In the Middle. months and is far underweight. field, which he did for weeks last 
| : of July,” by Roberts and Lee. Alvino Rey is also temporarily SUmMmer with his “Bouquet of 
|p After 40 years, Harold Orlob, songwriter and producer. has finally Which originally was to have been disbanding to vacation for awhile Roses” recording. 
| O gotten his name on a Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now,” as co-composer included in a Columbia picture and. at his California home. He’s been Petey ee es | 
I with Joe E Howard of the melody. Heretofore the venerable song- Published by Mood Music. S-B sub-. on the road about nine months Peer Music Enterprises opening ) 
N writer-entertainer was solely credited. The lyrics are by Will Hough sid. It will be transferred to S-B. without a break. office in Johannesb ur. 
T and Frank R Adams, also still alive. . — & 
S On the subject of old songs, Charles K. Harris’ “After the Ball Is 
: Over” this year becomes public ‘domain Other big songs recently gone 
108 PD : are the late Ethelbert Nevin’s “Narcissus” and Reginald de Koven’s 
90 “CQ Promise Me,” both Schirmer copyrights original] j 
_7 ‘apitol Records uniquely distributed biographical data on its string | 
30 of ser ae artists last week, and disk jockeys, newspapermen, etc., 0 e 
35 will find it extremely helpful. Outfit sent out perforated sheets which - 
“32 can be reduced to file-size cards, each carrying complete information 
= on every Cap artist in alphabetical order. The topper is a short sen- 
eee tence on “disposition” on some of the cards. 
26 ~— — 
23 Tex Beneke, who opened at the Palladium, Hollywood. last night (21), 
99 is getting $6,000 against an undisclosed share otf the door admissions : 
30 He got $6,500 last year. Harry James crew, which closed Sunday (19), 
— got $5,500 and a split over $13,500. Incidentally, Palladium is slower 
_13 than usual in lining up its spring bookings. Dick Jurgens has been set “ 
1 for March, with Benny Goodman to follow, but no others have been set Currently | 
“10 as yet. WINTER GARDEN 
— a. Moppet Toni Harper’s chanting of “Candy Store Blues” will be fea- New York 
oom tured in two Columbia pix. Favorable audience reaction after sneaks 
7 f “Manhattan Angel” prompted the studio to include the number in , 4 
—— Make Believe Ballroom” as well. In latter pic, incidentally, she also Lyrics by Music by 
IST sings “Tate Tiles rametwees HAROLD ADA O UGH 
a MSON JIMMY McH 
leader, 
ness ts On the Upbeat fe 
3 6S 
re now : 7 CHORUS } GOT LUCKY IM THE PAIN ” 
me. and New York a a — “oo vo- Moderato Ss: - 
Basis cal grou ZZ xillespie's es oer : Se era Reo 3 
— Blue Barron’s new Broadcast ymas night concert at Carnesie aie SESS S. si -2= -f- Crore othe oe *, «% 
Music publishing firm. to be run Hall, N. Y.. is followed by concerts 1 GOT LUCK-Y IN THERAIN,one day when I had noth-ing to do for an be ae 
by Jack Osfeld with Milt Stavin, .¢ Bushnell aud.. Hartford (26); pore . nd ~ ool > 8. 


mom, YOU SAY THE NICEST THINGS, BABY a 


. Moderately a, with feeling | ; 
a 


got going Monday (20) in N. Y. 
after months of delay Marvin <i¢ Hall. Cleveland (1): Civie Opera 
Adler new sales manager of Signa- House, Chicago (2): Cocoanut 
ture Records, replacing Jerry Ross Gyove. Salt Lake City (5): Me- 
... Ben Barton took over “Song of morial aud., Sacramento (7); Civic 
Long Ago” by Milton Berle, Abner aud., Stockton (8); San Francisco 


Academy of Music. Phila. (28); Mu- 


é || 







































































































































. " * 
* * > . ' (6). Ghrinea . slec (19) B ] 
! 0 mg ‘a bg + Ee ome geen rt Te oa —., a a ae *e YOU SAY THE NIC-EST THINGS, BA-BY Who could help but fall in love wit! aos “i 
Music... Fred Schreiber, 71, won and Jan. 13-Feb. 23 at Billy at : , ac wee ; ep : ed th you / N 
$1,000 prize in Music Fund Society Berg's, Hollywood ee "es ’ 
how of Philadelphia competition with Chi 
“ac: ‘os i ‘ ‘ P noe Orch stra’”’ | < ‘ 
Sinfonietta in G for — vel icago | en NOBODY §S HEART BUT MINE ' 
nd pre- ... Larry Brown moving ais Warry Adler, harmonica player, Slowly, with fe veling 
jockeying from WPEN, Philadel- currently at Palmer House, cutting = ae 
absen- phia, to new WVNJ, Newark, Jan. ceveral sides for Decca here Gass iras == 3 = Sar SS 
instru- 1... Modernaires into Cocoanut Art Wallace, singer. joined Cee ; 
Grove, Los Angeles, March 1 .| Davidson’s band at Chez Paree.. NO-BOD-YS anton han hd Ml NE. Can beat like a ham-mer when you're a- round, 
Bill White, formerly of Consoli- June Nielsen, singer, ope ned : : 
TRUM- dated Radio Artists, joined Musical Swank Oaks Club Henry 
SAXO- Entertainment Agency . Capitol Brandon follows Leighton Noble cuorvs © MERE 2 NO GE ING AWAY FROM YOU | 
UTE - = into Edgewater Beach hotel, Jan. T 
* empo di Beguine ——,,- 
. HARP 15 Jo Ann Parker replaced | abet. ie ia C2 \ 
‘referred 5 Lynn Richards as songstress with = 
Jimmy Palmer's orch Jimmy 
ETY , Hilliard, formerly of Mercury Rec- | THERE'S NO GET-TING A-WAY FROM YOU, Tho! time and a-gain that's just what I've tried to do — 
ords, takes over recording and : 
Y. 19 THE Mi D talent chores for newly formed 
Coral Records. subsid of Decca... 
——— Tom Mack, former cocktail-lounge CHORUS AS THE GIRLS GO ‘ 
oem ste . . ° Moderato . a 
: booker with Frederick  Bros., oo oa aaa bs 
-LABY moved to Associated Bookers Corp. = — on [SSS > Sarasa i 
... Johnny “Scat” Davis goes ous = Se ee it 
back to Silhouette, Dec. 28, for | S —— so goes all cre - a- tion AS THE GIRLS GO__ 
four weeks . . . Eddie Rogers orch 4 
Music by returns to Last Frontier, Las ‘| 
2. « Vegas, Nev.. Jan. 28 for indefinite i 
JIMMY McHUGH stay ... Lionel Hampton goes into | CHORUS ROCK, ROCK, ROCK! | 
National — Louisville, for | Groovy . 
ROBBINS one week, Jan. 6 . Saul Bourne, | . f 
head of Bourne. Music, in town | . . ; + J ; 
for few days Charles Hassin, They call it ROCK,ROCK ROCK, it start-ed in Kansas Cit-y_— It played a one night stand and 
general sales manager for MGM 











1919—Maceo Pi ; ne 
faceo Pinkard MITS—1949 records, in town signing up new 








His Sensational Torch Ballad 































































































































’ talent . Lawrence Welk returns 
# pve DISILLUSIONED to Trianon ballroom Christmas day | _—— iT TAKES A seven TO TAKE A MAN | 
7 ee ee = Conple (Continued on page 42) Moderato i] 
1 rown’ . ; 
ve OH! WHAT MUST | DO? = «| 
———— His Successor to “Gimmie ai Little = } } a 
Kiss, Will Ya, Huh” Best ritis eet ers — It takes a lo-co-moive to pull a train It takes a lot of grapes to make champagne And if you - 8 
, WHY bg By ines MAKE (Week ending Dec. 16) " eG i] 
London, Dec. 21. 4 
an a 8 Records—More Coming Buttons and Bows. Victoria | CHORUS iT’s MORE FUN THAN A PICNIC i 
s) , . : ‘ ‘ay 
Concert, Katie Arrumgementns £6 Parts | MY Happiness es | inn HH y 
4OV OC | 3 
PINKARD PUBLICATIONS | So tinea Connatiy | PE Sp pote se ut 
11S West 53rd Street New York 19 | Galway Bay Box & Cox | ab MORE FUNTHAN A PIC-NIC— just be-ing in love___ You feel like the queen of the iq 
ED Phone Cl. 6-5310 Be There Victoria 7 
33 ——— | Dream of Olwen Wright | ee 
6 Rambling Rose Dash , ity 
| aS 
| Can't Be True Chappell CHORUS FATHER s DAY rE 
NEY BI UK Ballin’ the Jack F.D.&H. ‘ | Hees 
Anything T Dream Reid =e oer | 
Underneath Arches Connelly . na Gibte-dee ant tobi snot silaauenh th 4ache cup,this is F\-7H ER's PV Tho "4 
pat XMAS Second 12 et trumpets blow the Tal-ly-ho and let the pi-pers play Lets muster up the mustache cup,thisis Fs: i 
a 4 
a . Evervbodv Darli Morris Copyright MCMXLVIII by Jimmy McHugh ana Harold Adamson qa 
ee “—_ Mi poy =e ' Syl Music Publication Rights and All Other Rights Throwghout the World Owned and Contro!!. d by 
OO DOYE O'DELL La Vie en Rose ..- Gay | Sam Fox Publishing Company, New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Exclusive 13381—4 Betty Blue . Feldman j By Special Arrangement with McHugh, Adamson and Blondell Publishing Corp. iy 
oO . JESSE ROGERS Dressed Up Cinephonice International Copyright Secured PB: \ 
wor Victor 20—3243 Sabre Dance Leeds ihe 
ite | me ate SAM FOX PUBLISHING COMPANY a 
o = ny SHEPARD Guanta le Gusta Southern 5 
jpn Bevond Stars Feldman 
30X joe CHOICE MUSIC, INC. ie adv Desame Dash R.C.A, BURDING “RADIO GIET NEW TORK a 
lichig 5109 s i arate Prot, Mar. Love Somebody Morris CHICAGO + LOS ANGELES ; ‘ 
— Holly wood 46, Cal. int he Heart Shamrock __ Gay By Special Arrangement with McHUGH, ADAMSON & BLONDELL PUBLISHING CORP. fe 
Dickie Bird Song F.D.&H. ae 
} 
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Sinatra, Day-Clark Do 
Separate Diskings Of 
Lyrics, Backgrounds 


Columbia Records Corp. pulled 
a reverse switch in recording sides 
by Frank Sinatra and Doris Day- 
Buddy Clark after lifting of the 
ban. Because background arrange- 
ments for the tunes they were to 
do were in New York at the time 
the ban was lifted last week, Sina- 
tra and the Day-Clark pairing cut 
the lyrics, and the masters were 
shipped east, where a band batoned 


———————— 


by Mitch Ayres, CRC musical di- 
rector, added the music. 
It’s happened in the past that 


background music for a vocal was 
cut first and the lyric added later 
by singers wearing earphones, but 
this was a new approach. 

Sinatra and Miss Day and Clark 
drew a beat to aid them from the 
thumping of a piano in a room next 
to their recording studio. It wasn’t 
loud enough to be picked up by 
recording mikes and thus interfere 
with the adding of the music later 
in N. Y. 

Sinatra cut “Once in Love With 
Amy” this way, and Day-Clark did 
“You Was” and ‘If You Will 
Marry Me,” to be released later 
this week 


Barry Gray’s Shorts 





Miami, Dec. 21. 
Barry Gray, disk jockey and 
commentator here, due in New 


York Jan. 5 and 6 to appear in a 
pair of band shorts to be made by 
Ben Blake for Columbia release. 
They will feature the Charlie 
Spivak and Frankie Carle outfits. 

Gray has been doing a two-hour 
nightly interview stint from the 
Hyde Park hotel. He switches to- 
morrow (Thursday) to a four-hour 
program of disks and interviews 
from Copa City, new nitery. 











VICTOR RECORD 


, LAUREL MUSIC CO:, 
1619 Broadway, ‘New York 


DOWN AMONG THE 
SHELTERING PALMS 


lyric by James Brockman 
Music by Abe Olman 





Scoring A 
Great New Popularity 



























































































































































Louis, for the Greisedick Beer Co. 
. . . Eddy Howard returns to 
Aragon ballroom for 17th time in 
eight years on New Year’s... 
David LeWinter, orch leader ai 














America's No. 1 Saxophonist 


CHARLIE 


VENTURA 


and His 
ALL AWARD WINNING 


ORCHESTRA 


Currently Breaking All Records 


ROYAL ROOST, NEW YORK 


Personal Rep.: 


DON PALMER 


Exclusive Management o 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATIO 


JOE GLASER, Pres. a 


New York 
745 Sth Ave. Pl. 9-46001:203 No. 


Chicago 





Beverly Hills | 
Wabash {Mezz: FI. Bev. Wil, ‘Hot. 











. Desi Arnaz, set for one week 
at Orpheum theatre, Omaha, Jan. 
14, ditto for Riverside theatre, Mil- 
waukee, Jan. 20 King Cole 
Trio goes into Blue Note, Jan. 24 
for three weeks, at $3,750 per 
stanza ... Woody Herman set for 
Rivoli theatre, Toledo, after Blue 
Note engagement here, Jan. 27-30 

. Art Kassel returns to Black- 


hawk restaurant, Jan. 5... Cab 

Calloway goes into Showboat. Mil- 

waukee, Jan. 8-23... Tommy Reed 

set for 10 days at Blue Moon, 
Wichita, Kansas, Dec. 24. 
Hollywood 

Arthur Michaud off on a slow 


boat to Hawaii until after the holi- 
days Freddy Martin goes to 
the St. Francis hotel. Frisco. Feb 


8. for five frames. He closes at 
the Ambassador here Jan. 30 after 
12 weeks. Troupe will essay an 


eastern vaude tour after the Frisco 
date, having nixed an offer from 
the Palladium . Tommy Dorsey 
band Starts a concert tour in key 
cities April 17, its first in more 
than four years. Last one brought 
the band $96,000 in 16 fabulous 
stands. This one will be a six- 
week affair Edgar Hayes com- 
bo hold another 16 frames at Ciro’s. 


er George Wells gave up his band 
to piano for Stan Bailey three- 
some at Churchill Tavern _— 
Baron Elliott’s WCAE staff orch 
set for annual New Year's Eve 
party of Enoch Rauh Club at 
Hotel Schenley ... Frank Pecoria 
rhumba band set for music at new 
Mayberry Tavern 
Trio booked for Copa week of 
Jan. 17... Charlie Spivak band, 
which closed here at Bill Green’s 


Dec. 16, Jay’s off over Christmas, | 
resuming Dec. 27 with a string of | 


one-nighters in New England .. . 


Fy 


| — VARIETY Bl. | | 3 | 
Survey of retail disk best nn! 8 ry y | Cc 
sellers, based on reports ob- yi i |9 eis @ | ~|3] 
tained from leading stores in tr 5 1 lo Oj}, sigi/ Pe | Pa , 
11 cities and showing com- z 4 se ielis © s lu | s| | Z10 
parative sales rating for this | Pe = | S12) eile) § | S | RAs | T 
and last week. ae elalelieis/—el8| s cla 
elz|O/7/8]u abaein O} 1 
ox | Ss | | © Dn . | 8) | 
. , jx | A | » |Sile 
National Week Ending LiF 8/3 a | Sei? 1815 | 4 
oe Oe. PreEIElL alee id iia): 
: Piet i/*#IS/Sie#i/#i/sie/<] XN 
Thi Sie leigisi™= |S |\ae|]e!] a | 
This Last ; ole Se sis isialslieia 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title — oe  - —t ik D_| La wn! S 
JAH SHORE (Columbia) 
1 1 it or and Bows” .. 3 5 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 2 9 
wei SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
2 3 ag Me Front Teeth” 1 1 So Ff 1 5 1 S. § an 67 
a JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Capitol) 
SA 65 “My Darling, My Darling” 8 2 4 3 7 5 3 3. 4 J 60 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
3B 6 “A Little Bird Told Me” eee eee 6 2 6 7 2 8 4 3 1 : 60 
AY KYSER (Columbia) 
4 2 lag oh to China” sis seceeee 4 7 3 x 2 Sitios ss _49 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
5 8 Until” sacs eserscesssscses 4 6 4 4 26 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
6 7 “White Christmas” pees eeesercs 2 4 4 23 
C. MIRANDA-ANDREWS SIS. (Decca) 
7 4 “Cuanto Le Gusta” ere eevee ae. 9 os 2's So. 
oe SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
8 11 “Lavender Blue” 7 3 10 6 9 20 
FREDDIE MARTIN (Victor) 
9 10 “Slow Boat to China”... 2 2 _.. __ 18 
KAY STARR (Capitol 
10 13 “You Were Only Fooling” Panes ‘ 6 5 -_ _5 17 
7 INK SPOTS (Decca) 
11 17 “You Were Only Fooling” 4 =e) . 8 
aie BING CROSBY (Decca) 
12A 11 “Galway Bay” Aen 9 6 68 . 8 13 
ies PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
12B 12 “12th Street Rag” a 8 9 10 6 9 — 13 
7a GENE AUTRY (Columbia) 
12C 17 4x“Here Comes Santa Claus”. 2 . 7 13 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
12D id “Maybe You'll Be There” ere ateiim dit ms , 7 8 10 ee: 
a LES BROWN (Columbia) 
13 “Pye Got My Love to Keep Me Warm” .. 9 5 eee ee eee a 10 
LARRY CLINTON (Decca) 
14 16 “Slow Boat to China”... or ce , ; 2 ‘ 9 
AMES BROTHERS (Coral) 
15A “You, You, You Are the One”....... .. 3 ee 
ay DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Columbia) 
I5B 9 “My Darling, My Darling” : 3 ea Te 8 
MILLS BROTHERS (Decca) 
16A 16 “Gloria” oe 10 610. 7 
rae MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
168 “Far Away Places” 6 9 7 
ae DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
7A “Lavender Blue” 5 P ae 
6 PRIMO SCALA (London) 
17B 16 “Mistletoe Kiss” tetas 5 oe ae 
BROTHER BONES (Tempo) 
18 “Sweet Georgia Brown” 6 en ee 5 
EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) ~— 
19 18 “Bella Beila Marie”’.. ea - 7 4 
| 1 | 2 3 4 | 5 
FIVE TOP ICHRISTMAS ALBUM CHRISTMAS 1 CAN HEAR IT JAZZ AT | PERFUME SET TO 
| CAROLS NOW PHILHARMONIC | MUSIC 
ALBUMS | Bing Crosby Fred Waring \Edward R. Murrow, Album No. 8 Leslie Baxter 
| Decca | Decca | Columbia Mercury | Victor 
‘Frisco, at $850 per Duke Ell- | 
| ington will get a flat 50°% of the 
| On The Unheat gross for a week’s stand at the Mil- 
| lion Dollar here, beginning Feb. 22. 
—— Continued from page 41 == He'll aia eon stage bill. 
a Jerry Saxon, all-night disk jock Ambasador - East hotel's Pump Tommy cae gh ia les 
on WIND, is recording six sides in Room, celebrates third anni at y Carlyn opened six-week 
'a “Popular Disk Jockey” series, to. spot Anita O'Day opens at engagement at Bill Green's Fri- 
be used over 30 stations out of St. Stage Door, Milwaukee, Xmas day day (17). Merry Maes will be 
there with him for first fortnight 


King Cole: 


Some Bands Demur 
At Switching From 
Morris Agcy. to GAC 


General Artists Corp. has so fay 
not made any further progress in 
signing up bands now tied to the 
William Morris agency other than 
those contracts with Red Ingle, Hal 


McIntyre, Buddy Rich and Dg 
Courtney. A contract with Duke 
Ellington is awaiting signature 


‘This is all part of a GAC-Morris 


deal. 

None of the others has yet ingj. 
cated a willingness to go to GAC 
Some have been to the American 
Federation of Musicians to deter. 
mine whether or not they could 
demand a release from Morris 
They were told by the union gin. 
ply to sit tight. 

Meanwhile, both Morris and 
GAC continues to explain that no 
one is forcing any Morris artist to 


swing over to GAC. Those that 
do not will continue under the 
Morris flag, and that agency wil] 


continue to book them, presumably 
until their contracts expire, 


Dailey Eyes Names 


Frank Dailey will close his Mead. 
owbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., for 
five days after New Year's. Spot 
will be folded Jan. 3 to 7 between 
the current Ray McKinley and the 
opening of Art Mooney, who stays 
four weeks and three days, 

Dailey is going into the strongest 
names he can get at “reasonable” 
prices. He has had conversations 
concerning Jimmy Dorsey, Charlie 
Spivak, Benny Goodman, Louis 
Prima and Tommy Dorsey to fol- 
low Mooney. 














FRANKIE LAINE 
ON PEGGY LEE’'sS 

CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB 

Thursday Eveniag 




















i It's a Dilly! | 


AVENDER} 
BLU 


(Dilly Dilly) 
Santly-Joy, Inc. 
1619 Broadway, New York 





————— 
—— 








SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 


JO STAFFORD and CORDON MacRAE — Cao’ 


ANNE SHELTON and SAM BROWNE—| 
ug Store 
VIC DAMONE and PATTI PAGE 


MILLS MUSIC 


1619 Broadway Now Yore 




















Merry Christmas 
and 


G2 Happy New Year 


TO ALL MY FRIENDS 


Vilaida Snow 
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GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


THOMAS. G ROCKWELL: Presedent 
aéw YORK CHICAGO « HOLLYWOOD: CINCINNATES LONXOO0K 
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Latest COLUMBIA Record Album 
“ROSES IN RHYTHM” 


Opening — 
CAFE ROUGE 


HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 


New York, December 27th 
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Shelvey Conviction Opens Way To 
AGVA Suit to Recover Fraud Com 


Last week’s conviction in Atlanta 
of Matt Shelvey, deposed American 
Guild of Variety Artists national 
administrator, on two counts of 
larceny, opens the way for a civil 
suit against Shelvey for recovery 
of $20,000 allegedly not turned into 
the union by Shelvey, according to 
Dewey Barto, current AGVA ad- 
ministrative secretary. 

Barto ceclared that the money 
allegedly obtained by Shelvey and 
Arthur Kaye, onetime AGVA exec 
utive secretary in the Florida area, 
was given by the Henry Grady ho- 
tel. Atlanta, as a contribution to 
the union’s welfare fund. Since the 
coin apparently was never turned 
over to the union, AGVA will at- 
tempt its recovery through the 
courts. Barto explains. The fraud 
rap was the basis of the Shelvey 
trial 

Barto declares that the Henry 
Grady hotel has no claim to that 
coin, inasmuch as the inn had got- 








CAPPELLA 


AND 


PATRICIA 


"TWO SENSATIONAL dancers mak- 
ing a FIRST appearance in Eng- 
land... SPEED AND GRACE have 
seldom been so BEAUTIFULLY 
DEMONSTRATE®O, and in the sec- 
ond half THEY HELD UP THE 
SHOW. After a Polonaise and a 
new version of "Three Blind Mice,” 
the AUDIENCE JUST WOULD NOT 
LET THEM GO until they had 
danced AGAIN." 

"THE STAGE" (Brighton Premiere) 


"CAPPELLA and PATRICIA LITER- 
ALLY STOPPED the FIRST NIGHT 
SHOW with a BRILLIANT DANC- 
ING act." 

"THE STAGE" (London Premiere) 





Now in Our 30th Week in the Revue 


“A LA CARTE" 
At the SAVOY THEATRE, LONDON 


Thanks to 
Firth SHEPHARD & Harry FOSTER 

















HELENE and HOWARD 


CLUB DATES 
AND TELEVISION 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 








ten its value out of the contribu- 
tions. According to testimony at 
the trial, the hotel gave the money 
as a contribution in order to be 
permitted to play matinee shows 
at its Paradise room. In 1945, the 
hetel handed over to Kaye (as 
Shelvey’s emissary) $8,000 for per- 
mission to run matinees. The fol- 
lowing year a two-year deal at 
$12,000 was made. 

Shelvey has appealed his two 
year sentence and is currently free 
on $5.000 bond. Kaye will be tried 
when Shelvey’s appeal is disposed 
of. 


Circle, Indpls., Resumes 
Vaude With Kaye Orch 
After AFM Settlement 


Indianapolis, Dec. 21 

The Circle theatre, Indianapolis, 
will resume stageshows Jan. 13 
House settle with the American 
Federation of Musicians, thus pav- 
ing the way for the installation of 
vaude shows. Sammy Kaye's band 
will topline the opening bill 

Major point in controversy with 
the music union was the question 
of standby fees. It's believed issue 
was settled by placing standby 
funds in escrow until that question 
is settled on a national basis. 

House will be booked out of the 
Edward Sherman office in New 
York 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 21 

“We the Patients” wish all our 
friends and benefactors a Merry 
Xmas and Happy New Year. 

Penny Morgan, CBS director of 
auditions, weekending with the 
Hymie Weiners at their Lake Ki- 
wasa camp. 

Mabel (Legit) Burns out of the 
general hospital and back at the 
Will Rogers after an operation. 

Victor (IATSE) Gamba, who re- 
cently suffered a setback, upped for 
meals. 

Every patient of the Will Rogers 
and the downtown gang received 


season’s greeting from Sophie 
Tucker. 
Albert Bagsdasarian, announcer 


at WNBZ, was elected prexy of the 


Saranac Lake Club 

John Binkley, who beat the rap 
in two years, left to resume work. 

Mildred Bernstein in from 
N. Y. C. to visit husband, Rube 
Bernstein. 

Lew Dean, blackface comic, who 
was under observation in the Bos- 
ton City hospital, has been removed 
to the sanatorium at Matapan, 
Mass. 

Write to those who are ill. 





Joey Adams, Mark Plant and 
Tony Canzoneri start at Andrea’s, 


Syracuse, Dec. 27, follow with the: 


Oriental, Chicago, Jan. 13 and the 
Flamingo, Las Vegas, Feb. 3. 
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DAVID and DOROTHY 


PAIGE 


Currently: 


CONTINENTAL CLUB 
CHESAPEAKE, OHIO 


Mgt.: Micheel Stewart, 226 W. 47th Street, New York 











Jack Carson Ticketed 
For N.Y., Chi Vaude Dates 


Jack Carson has been signed for 
a series of vaudates. Filmster is 
ticketed for the Strand, N. Y., 
sometime in February. He'll pre- 
cede with the Albee, Cincinnati, 
Dec. 30. and the Chicago, Chicago, 
Jan. Fi 

Deals were set by Music Corp. of 
America. 


H’wood Niteries 


Cry Blues Due To 
Pic Biggies Debts 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 





Hollywood's glamorous Sunset 
Strip may look like a deserted 
country lane after New Year’s— 


but nitery operators don’t seem to 
care 

With cafe biz on the downbeat 
reports persist that most of the 
plusheries will quietly close their 
doors. However, when Coast Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists of- 
fices invited 110 owners of spots 
to a meeting to discuss plans for a 
campaign to get Congress to drop, 
or reduce, the 20° cabaret tax, 
only 23 operators showed up—and 
they displaved so little interest in 
the project that AGVA won't even 
try to enlist their support in the 
future 

The Sunset Strip plusheries, 
particularly, are crying the blues, 
big reason being that each spot has 
thousands of dollars tied up in un- 
paid and apparently uncollectible 
tabs signed by film biggies. Un- 
derstood no club in the Strip area 
has an “account receivable” under 
the $10,000 mark 


VALLEE’S $3,000 PLUS 4 
ATLA. COCOANUT GROVE 


Hollywood. Dec. 21. 

Rudy Vallee, who returns to 
nitery work next month, teeing off 
with a four-week stand at the Latin 
Quarter in New York, has been 
booked for a similar engagement 
at the Cocoanut Grove of the Am- 
bassador hotel here The Latin 
Quarter date tees off Jan. 6 

Vallee returns here in February 
for a film commitment. and goes 
into the Grove March 29 as part of 
a package sold by General Artists 
Corp. Del Courtney band will back- 
stop. Understood package price 
was $5.500, with Vallee to get .$3.- 
000. In addition, he'll collect a 
percentage on the covers. 


Scot Comic Gordon May 
Do Coast Pic in Spring 


Glasgow, Dec. 14. 
When Harry Gordon returns to 
America in spring, 1949, he may 
play a character part in a Holly- 
wood film. He will also do a series 
of shows. including video work. for 
the William Morris agency. 
Comedian planed back recently 
from his tour of Scottish clan so- 
cieties in the U. S. and Canada. 


MCA Signs Boswell 


Connee Boswell has signed a 
term contract with Music Corp. 
of America. Singer has not been 
booked through an agency since 
cutting ties with General Artists 
some time ago. 

Miss Boswell guests on Ed Sulli- 
van's “Toast of the Town”, New 
York variety tele show. Sunday 
(26), goes to the Traymore hotel, 
Atlantic Clty. New Year's, opens 
a name act policy at the Carnival 
Room, Minneapolis, Jan. 6 for two 
weeks (replacing band policy), and 
is due at the Latin Quarter, Bos- 
ton, March 13 for two weeks. . 


Jordan Heads N.Y. AGVA 


Charles Jordan has been named 
head of the New York branch of 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. He's been an organizer for 
the union for some time. 

Jordan will work directly under 
Vito Melfi, AGVA’s eastern re- 
gional director. 











MAJESTIC, B’KLYN, VAUDERS 


Majestic theatre, Brooklyn, is 
Starting stage shows beginning 
Jan. 7. 


Spot will run bills twe « days 
. weekly, booked by. Irving Barrett. 


'NY.s Snowstorm Seen As Windfall 
For Miami Beach Hotels, Niteries 


+ 
bl 





Penn-McKee, Pitt, Adds 
Names to Bolster Biz 


| Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 


Penn-McKee hotel in McKees- 
port, which heretofore has confined 
‘itself to dancing with small musi- 
cal combo, is going in for singing 
names in an effort to boister busi- 
ness. Spot will limit itself for the 
time being to a single act. Dick 
Brown, “Stop the Music” vocalist, 
launched the policy, and Johnny 
Desmond is currently toplined. 
Maxine Sullivan will come in 
right after the holidays; she re- 
cently played downtown sector at 
Mercur’s Music Bai 

Bruce Carleton’s orch, which has 
been at Penn-McKee for several 
vears, stays on 


Slapsie’s, H’wood, May 
Settle Spike Jones’ Claim 
To Grab New Yrs. Eve Biz 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Possibility that Slapsie Maxie’s 
will open for New Year’s Eve was 
raised at a meeting today (Tues.) 
between operators of that spot. Sy 
and Charlie Devore and Ralph 
Wonders, latter Spike Jones’ man- 
agel Efforts by the Devores to 
Square themselves with Jones 
indicates that the bonifaces are 
trying to get back into the good 
graces of the unions. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists paid off the Jones band at the 
time of the spot’s foldo in Novem- 
ber from bond money posted with 
the union, 

It’s understood that Jones willi 
not press for the $42,000 represent- 
ing the full amount of his four- 
week contract with the spot. Hav- 
ing worked only six days, WN’s 
believed that maestro will settle 
for a lesser sum. 


Weinberger Feted for 25 
Years of Service to JTG 
William Degen Weinberger. 

board chairman of the Jewish 

Theatrical Guild, was honored at 

an on-the-level surprise party 

Saturday night (18) in the Chatham 

Hotel, N. Y., suite of William 

Morris, Jr., for his 25 years of 

service to the Guild. Morris pre- 

sented Weinberger with a com- 
memorative watch while Mrs. Rose 

Weinberger received a jewel em- 

blem. 

In addition to the showbiz fig- 
ures at the party, Weinberger re- 
ceived numerous messages from 
his friends in Hollywood and over- 
seas. 





‘Scandals’ Set for Frisco 
San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

George White's “Scandals.” 
opening at the Curran theatre here. 
(‘Sunday (21), will have a cast in- 
cluding Lou Holtz. Joe FE. How- 
ard, Buck and Bubbles and Johnny 
Dugan. 

White signed most of his cast 
during a recent trip to New York 


Miami Beach, Dec. 21 

Sunday’s snowstorm which Swept 
the eastern seaboard is seen Zs 
Miami Beach hotel and cafe perl 
tors as providing incentive fo, an 
early Florida influx of vacationers 

They feel that the comparatively 
small amount of tourists has been 
caused by the unusually balmy 
weather in the north. Now that 
winter is officially here, it’s ex. 
pected that hotels will start filling 
up. 

Curiously, the Miami and Miami 
Beach area has been crowded for 
some weeks—although far from 
capacity Observers declare that 
the majority of those in the resort 
are jobseekers and those alread, 
set for employment. The monied 
vacationer is just beginning to ar- 
rive 

Because of the huge influx of 
jobseekers, niteries and hotels wil] 
have better staffs than at any time 
since the war. For example, there 
are about 12 waiters for every one 
hired by cafes and restaurants, It’s 
conceded that Copa City would 
never have been finished in time 

(Continued on page 46) 





COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 

3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 


(10 in Eaeh Book) $10 per Book 


Send t0c for lists of other comedy 
muterial, songs, purodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete 

NO C€.0.D.'8 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. G4th Street, New York 19 














WANTED 


Singing piano players in 
New York. Must be tops 
in Gay ‘90’s and popular 
songs. Union. Steady en- 
gagement. 


BILLY JACKSON 


1564 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
LOngacre 5-8868 








——— Trampoliningly Yours —— 


Paul and Paulette Trio 








Opening Latin Quarter 


Jan. 6,°49 me eee 
Thanks to Lou Walters, Ray Lyte and 
May Johnson. .. . 


Direction: LOU COHAN 
203 N. Wabhush Avenue, Chitage 














Currently 


STRAND 
New York 


CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 


All Major Networks 
Theatres and Clabs, 
U. 8S. and Canada 


Walter Wincheli says: “Things | like: The Deep River Boys’ Victor pletter 


of ‘Recess in Heaven’. 






Direction—ED KIKKEBY, RKO Ruiidiog, New York 26, N.¥. 


RCA 
Vv VICTOR 
FAVORITES 


Civcts 6-9266 





—————, 











Wy 
VALDO and PRINCESS PAT 


“A SENSATIONAL 
MENTAL ACT” 








—SARATOGA NEWS. 
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COMEDIENNE order to keep up the employment 
y en- levels, chances of resuming stage- 
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than ever before. 


PITT NITERY CONVICTED 
ON ILLEGAL BOOZE RAP 








Direction bins 
HESS MAYER 2 sateieale —— gh, 0 vio +k 
1650 B lway Bulte 710. N. Y. criminai court Jury last weeK § . 38 Sir oS Re Me a A me. i 


convicted the Hollywood Show Bar 
and two of its officers of violating 
state liquor laws by selling and 
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Th as a result of a ruling by the 

e TALBOTS American Federation of Musicians. 

Goodman, who played Palumbo’s 

(BYRON AND MARGOT) Click club last June, at $5,000 

" s weekly, was claimed to have disre- 

Eatrencing Dancing garded the hours specified on the 
Currently contract. 


Shoreham Palumbo declared that instead 
nin Washington, D.C. of performing from 7 p.m. to 2 
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Night Club Reviews 


Wedgwood Room, N. Y. 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA 
Jimmy Carroll, The Hartimans, 
Emil Coleman and Mischa Borr or- 

chestras; $2 couvert. 


The Hartmans and Emil Coleman 


which is a mistake, for when he 


,does do his few specials he gets 


hefty hand-smacking. He carries 
on a tirade against a blas® ring- 
sider and mugs constantly with 
mirror, which forms one part of 


the stage. He has a sharp etching 
of Bette Davis, and might do more 








Persian Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 

“New Faces” revue produced by 
Leonard Sillman, with Louise How- 
ard, Eleanor Jones, Gene Martin, 
Lorraine Browning, Jack Williams, 
Jay Presson, Allan Pershing, Carle- 
ton Spencer; Leo Reisman Orch., 
Mark Monte Orch.; cover $1.50-$2. 


This unit revue is a clean break 
from the traditional top name pol- 
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make it like old home week at the |; : , 
¥ in the same vein. icy of the Persian Room and may , 3 
VNodgow are ra : ? . wee 4 . “je NEW YORK CITY CINCINNATI {| Fosse & Niles j j 
Mite sgh poe sap Agri However, some of his heftiest re- well mark the start of a trend in — Capito! (L) 23° |) Albee (R) 23 | Patricia Windsor Will deg 
pits Ere id tna Phare Y turns, are garnered during pairing the swankeries towards novelty | Burt Lancaster Peter Lorre | Chas Reader Ore Raymond Chg 
dance pair it’s a more distinguished ,; a os pages ar aac : im + | Julie Wilson Jenkins & Sully | Van Smith Ore | Julius — 
scare beoking Goliowing &@ stasen |r ee ee ne. | ceereeeee, Seen Sillman, WhO | Nick Cravat | Kaye Ballard |  Metel St Moritz | Normann ts 
b ‘ Seas ‘ ¥ aah aaa i : co. 5 sb l al é | “m Se 
in legit with their starring revue Comedian takes ovet the orch to formatted this layout as a minla- Charlene Harris | Nip Nelson | Alice Tyrell ‘Leon & eddy 3 
ss A nate! in the Wing Dh WW id -f background Soo’s “Old Man River ture musical along the lines of his Gene Sheldon | Remos & Toy Boys | Dick Winslow Eddie Davis 7 
ie ita : “ 7 4 . we + ‘ oe after which duo grab some “New Faces” revue on Broadway bY =, rt als, I — Py | Seven Seeipen Art jWaner Ore 
OOKING, act, 18 ‘e @ tO é “ ‘ oie UW. : ‘ — . : erso , aya Sis | . ce Ahn I “da 
pore legit musical the Anthony mangled hats to break-up “W agon several years ago, has molded an Music Hall (1) 23 COLUMBUS Bobby Baxter Carl Conway 
Fa , 1] i, \ al ted { - th n : W heels Singer does a fine other flock of youngsters into a George Tatar Palace (R) 27-29 Soft Winds 3 Graham Sis 
arrelil snowVw ate ¢ oO e e\ . . .4.* i “ er > . : = 
St) alle (ex W B Holly - ood straight iob and makes Tol good fairly entertaining revue. F rom the ~~ 1 = toe — Orc Tae aon & Nobles 
the saan ° contrast “Nature Boy finale, budgetary viewpoint, it’s a bargain, Cristianis Harrison, Carol Laszlo & Pepito : aa Line 
7 on usual. the zanv dancers. wl while dated, scores neatly compared to the prices commanded | Pallenberg’s Bears & Ross M Shaw Or ame poumanion 
cs a, ae ee see Soo, after a lackadaisical open- by the solo performers recently , Rockettes HARTFORD- wretes roosevelt | Jackie Phillip 
have gotten away from the travest\ ‘ 1, “1 ee | . : Corps de Ballet State (1) 25-26 Guy Lombardo I . PS 
bhallroomology and have become ing of “Blue Skies picks up the playing this room, and the clientele | sym ore Phil Spitalny Ore | Hotel Savoy Plaza ot ha Marvin 
mateo d rile cent ee pir © beat with “Call Everybody Dar- are getting a kick out of this switch | Paramount (P) 19 MIAMI Billy Toffell ese Davis 
eal e: fe fsa > ait be Foy re tte! = ling However, his forte is in the from ultra-sophistication to collegi a —— Bd _ Olympia (P) 22 ae eg Bella Smaro 
mop “up. Th ir“ Artht PM . shen standard field, and he might ob- ate zip and cleverness ee i. Nivel, Co Vincent apes Ore - 200 LaPorte Ore 
SLL} ul le! rtnur u a\ . 2 H a a . : ‘ ’ . 1 
Hill.’ caesiines h “tastes as on a tain better results especially in This is a goodlooking, hardwork Roxy (1) 21 Bobby Pinkus Co Charlie Drev D’Aquila Orx 
vie: a hey ee aie a ” a et this small room, 185 seats. if he for- ing set (offering different shows lege — Scolt a I ng on nig Ku ee 
< In Lass i lans L tw . : . , . y Ang >. 1g eids ! aiel 
mugging as the strong, silent type got the mike. Crowd likes his ren- for dinner and supper) but the tal- yarold Barnes oe PATERTON La Martinique Art Ford 
is es .* be nto ditions of “Old Man River” and ent level is mixed, varying from| Gordon Goodman Majestic (1) 23-26 Carlos Ramirez Royal Roost 
played and underdone * Thi Mone a “Without a Song. mediocre to promising. The group,  Gautiers Robinson & Martin prey - Mignon ge oar 
< ai » +S »y"- rh . . . . ° . > oo 2 “le r ~ é » . ur 
ok — - £ne yest Tato & Julia, youthful Latin however, makes up for its soft spots ,of’ypcbas* te amy ag Se item pS gee ll te 
year boy-girl flirtation vaudeville ana in ; 2 rr ; Bob Evans Pedro & Durand Senor Carlos +. e Parke 
couple (she with parasol, he the American dancers, do a_ clever by its versatility and tightly timed Strand (WB) 24 Lee Noble Ralph Font Ore Tr Dameron Ore 
jaunty ty pe with aes ‘lid bree number with water glasses perched routines. The full group is on the Tomms Dorsev O Jackie Bright “ey pee , Spivy’s 
cane) is both nostalsie and r Tina atop their heads. Femme is sultry floor for the duration of the 50- eg l& E i Sophie Paches od hee nah ten 
The rib on the sundry ballro m looking, but pair need something minute show, neatly seguing from Hippodrome (1!) 23. Baldour & Carr Ted Shapiro Spivy — 
dancing couples—iitterbug. rt OM fresher than “Begin the Beguine.” the ensemble numbers to the spe-| Philharmonica 3 Gold Tony Jandre & Verna Versailles 
5 pies—Jitterbug, rnum- | ajcg jitterbug closer adds nothing, cialties 3 Stooges Paul Gilbert | Step Bros George Ulmer 
ba, gypsy, etc.—likewise tickles the j,4c+ * “9 oe ach gat : ae Bob Berry 4 Avalons | Arnaut Bros Bob Grant Ore 
risibilities most terpers having dropped zoot- The routines, most comprising Kate Murtah PHILADELPHIA | June Graham Panchito Ore 
Samy Carrell. sevelin temeed |e mechanics well over a year comedy sketches, are also uneven Royal (1) 25 Carman (1) 25 ae pares _ Village Barn 
, y Carroll, ex-radio turned ago Mel Cole's small group does in quality. Some of the lyrics, as | #pdy, Aik Ore Ruton’s Dogs wage lk ee Capt. Stubby Ore 
Saloon songster, killed the  first- : : : ; ae : “ .* ;;| The Trumpeteers Johnny Barnes Ruth Webb Shorty Warren Ore 
nighter with his sympatie Irish an excellent job cutting the show in the opening “school of charm” | The Berry Bros Pennkine & Van Winton Frankel Harold Barry 
tenor It’s in the “eae M ete and Pancho, rhumba band, takes number, are overstrained and, Vi Burnside 5 James Evans Co Eddie Michaels Piute Pete 
em Bg PR : wer Orton over for the off sets. Zabe. cliched in their warmed-over satire. | }ohn Mason Co ROCKFORD Dick Grayson Village Vanguard 
De 1 . 
ywney tradition, a comparison not . . maby Lawrence Palace (1) 24-26 Prominaders Delores Martins 
intended to be odious. and like ee eee Fe a of the straight P sari Tina Dixon “Kris Kringle ne Merlin Ore Will Jordan 
ES er a oeiaal pet P } items, 1oWwever, were irstrate, State (1) Follies” arlow Orc Cyril Haines 3 
Coca-Cola's favorite Gaelic bal- Maviair. Boston ry qerr ph acy ere ar. | Willis Si a “— pars Le . Perroquet Waldorf-A st 
ladeer. Carroll has - . which still makes for a good over-| ») s Beebe Bears Astoria 
a r, he 1as vo ni nevien Boston, Dec. 17 all average ha lige | Somes . Garvin epee eee Conve 
< eal. e, oo, aiternates >. , 2) ‘tore IV ; . ‘ . ‘ . obby yron ‘winkle Tayloi 5 aymer immy Carro 
tween mike and piano peti PR 2 Sally Keith, Steve Murray, Quita Standout performer is Louise | Roberts Sis & | Charmaine _ te Ruban Bieu Emil Colman Ore 
only in perha Ds overstay ing Brazil, oary Marr, Ernie & Joan Howard, a comedienne with consid- White | (one to fill Connie Sawye Mischa Borr Ore 
Mieuah the degen verstaying, | Hayden, Paul Mann, Jimmy Bur- erable nitery experience. Spotted oooree SPRINGIISL® CHICAGO 
although the demand was genuine oH Jeannette Garrett Morey in vi : Boston (R) 24 Court Sq. (I) 23-26 
ps at cap ‘ rell. Jeannette rarrett, Morey in virtually all of the sketches, she | Mickey Rooney sko & Ni Blacknawy Pa ‘arts 
and almost undeniable. He runs sqye Orch (5): 50 “it T % Risko & Nina — | Kermit & Gloria 
the gamut from ‘Best 'Things In oan rch (5); $1.50 minimum. lends her know-how in giving a/| The Barretis Toni DeMarco _ Stterman Hayes Ore’ Joseph Cole 
Life” and the “Student Prince” bal : ——P sharp edge to the comedy. Her solo egh ieheun -_ ag | ene s Cats a _ ou Lewis 
4 als N » al- - . : . ° ( « Sz Mar é Fate 
lad to “It’s Magic.” “Tarala.” “Mv Remodelled as a showbar type offering, in which she does a series Janis Paige Jock Marlin Nancy Sell gra 
Darling.” “Here I'll Stay.” et + Operation after a long layoff this of folk singer impressions, IS a CAMDEN 3 Edwards Bros | | Motel Bismark Freukia een 
arling, ere I'll Stay.” ete., not : : : CS: sf ees ae . x ae : Towers (1) 24-26 WASHINGTON Joe De Salvo Orc rankie Masters 0 
to mention “Ireland Got Its Name” summer, the Mayfai@ranks as one crackerjack piece of caricatul e Howard Bros Capitol (Lt) 23 The Commanders Phyllis Myles 
and “You Call Everybody Darling.” | Of the few clicking niteries in a Which earns the heaviest plaudits | Marimba-aires Horace Heidt Rey | Dorothy Johnson wai 
. . nm . . . > Oe , . eh a 
Coleman remains the cafe enter- City that is about dead after 11 1 me -—* hi : Stub) MK R — | anes Bike Jean Arien 
piel Aiea ' y ‘ > rik True : Allan arshing is a y g| stubby Aaye avens i soebe | it Beater 
tainers’ dream boat as a very con-| P-™. along the rialto. True that — +r —e s a y 0 u ng elites & Wicons Dinah Washington | J Jamerson | Meryl Baxter 
scientious accompanist not forget- Sally Keith, long a well-liked per cemedian with pote ntla itles. CHICAGO Geo Hudson Ore Pat Nassa (4) | aaa Tt k veeare 
hie gee: nag sonalitv i " kas vay | teams up nicely with Miss Howard Chicago (P) 22 ‘ongaroo Johnny Betts 2 | 
ting the maestro’s more-than-30 sonality in the Hub, is a top draw, . . I y : Billy ak iT ; . aie & ¥! Toni Rami Bill Keefe ) 
years’ experience on the podium as but Mickey Redstone’s policy of a a eaves et skits and _ registers Mel Serme . reOAONTREAL H Edgewaier Beach Charles rag | 
a tiptop dansapation dispenser, | continuous show from nine on strongly with a takeoff on the) gthei smith | Gaiety ) 26 | Leighton Noble O | Sorry Rehfield | 
And another vet. Mischa Borr. Plus a plenty good kitchen and British — sn agg eo lad 3 ee or 3 Swifts ai a ee “a Manuel Del Toro 
“1 P rs ’ . - oc « ‘ “ rg as ¢ (4h) t Mi / ’ e > . peat 
likewise registers, per usual with |oWw prices (about $3.00 for a wn ol ae a | i ee i. a Preston Lambart Elwood Carl | 
his versatile, relief terp tunester-| Steak with the works), send ’em | ticKy vocal delivery that gets the Vivian Blaine Stroud & Martin |D = Dancers (12) | 5 nee Bouse , 
ing of the Latin, waltz and more home remembering they got their most out of his lines. on Soeeee Nip Nelsen | cece Maer lay Ader ™ | 
orthodox tempos Abel money’s worth ; In the straight vocal department. ho ge wes ae Se The \ sgabonds 1M Abbott Ders 0 
— ~ The eight acts often make up Gene Martin has a strong, but con- “4! Sands Ore eS oe | Gracie Barrie Paul Draper : 
-° ‘ ' ' = Aad ' ventional baritone for moderate im- P Franks & Janyce Blackst ( 
Vine ans i for speed and liveliness what they . ; Adorabie rene 
Garde ns. Chi lack 4 skill and cued cS nee W pact. Eleanor Jones also handles BRITAIN o help : — iD Larry Storcht 
ve Ta "7 « on a i . . . é asot tj as ole 
locw Bie Chicago, Dec. 17. starts easy with piano and sing a couple of numbers with fair oper GLASGOW oo 'J Rodriquez Or sa > a 
voe} iSHop, ack . Tat : =o as, c : E- | atic « j : S Hanis , 7 ec o hs 
Julia, Mel C ie Ore} (4) puto éc ing by Paul Mann that’s okay atic soprano pipes. Specialty hoot- Empire (A) 20 Van DeVelde Co ee ae a Se ee 
ogni Wy gl al » Pancho| 2 *."s , eam S OX4)- ing chores are executed in nice, but Jack Radcliffe Terry Hall vack Fina Ore Joey Bishop ] 
conbo (4); $2.50 minimum Ernie & Joan Hayden follow with nitinee aia : - Willi . | Robert Wilson Malta’s D Honey Dreamers Jack Soo 
> Pe. . sa a bigies ordinary style by Jack Williams, Malta's Dogs Givatte Miller iS 1 
pales fast terping with Jimmy Burrell hh; : B & A Pearson Cyril Levis ette Milles Tato & Julia 
While other bistros | k I good tenor. warbling pops and while Jay Presson and Lorraine | prestons | SHEPHERDS BUSH * Smeche | Pancho’s Rhumba B 
While *“r bistros have been be- | 8° » We SJ é Browning do well in solo son Helen Norm: 
Mv ailing lack of business, this spot [Trish tunes nicely. Sally Marr, dance oan comedy bits ; aa g. Jepee 1 ham PR am gy Pi 20 i = ee ’ — nee 
has been enjoying lush patronage Meanwhile, m.c.’s brashly and fol- [eo Reisman’s orch gives the jacquelsne. Dunt Dick Bentley | { 
and presenting entertainment in !OWS With a series of impressions mf eas ; Jacquelyne Dunbar [4 Esterella 
n : I ssions . in arkao a psterellé 
contrast to usual nitery for , and jibes that sometimes miss the shaw Bb Sees seston! ae sarenee “eo gaee B Wright & Marion || nows orm 
her Gamal aman ry formula. as ‘ Ss and alternates on the stand with) | Empire \s) 20 La Celeste al ‘ 
tinct tl Be seg oe “2 solo d by J Mark Monte’s orch, with neat Le B Lowe Van Dock tp (Continued from page 44 
. . >Y f . © » y « > Y on 20 ° | 4 4 oat 
. flourishes here. A solo dance by Jeannette Gar- rhythms for customer hoofing. | V & J Grastonian  ®** a Fa ag —F ' 
Also in contrast to the success rett comes next, then Steve Mur- Herm, | Bob Lioyd & Betty Alan Kay & Gloria unless there had been a plentitude 
ea of after-dark comics is Joey ray, whose clowning and fiddling Yale & Diane Phe dogo of py ge available. It’s also 
Ss . ( >in his th wee here clicks ig. uita razil. a sultrv e | Ss he , | . { ) said to e the ‘Pas ¢ ° 
Slight, wan faced guy hasn't one gal. joins Murray in some sketches Ciro’s, Hollywood | PORTSMOUTH cae Bo the new leateieied “i hegeet | 
blue or even double innuendo following her own_ singing and Hollywood, Dec. 16. | Royal (M) 20 | Naughton & Gold pleted in time to open for the 
stint in his repertoire. yet gathers dancing number. This leads into Red Ingle and the Natural Seven | Hooper Sis Radio Revellers season 
yaks that would make name come- Sally Keith's tassel-tossing routine. Wit!’ Karen Tedder. Chuy Reyes ~ Indications of the par } 
dians envious. His appeal lies in She does this in a costume of Rhumband (5); $3-$3.50 minimum that fac as of the perious tae 
his constantly being abused. the her own design which further aptikatiaaats ( b t Bill ae e Florida operators is seen \ 
prototype of the average American. intensifies the effect, especially un- With the usually slow pre-Yule abare S$ ry t le fact that new-used cars are ‘ 
» Uncomprehension, coupled with a der black lighting. The act always Season at hand, boniface H. D. 40) o-00° below those of last sea- 
ea stare, is his trademark. He goes big and causes much specula- Hover apparently decided the time son. With sufficient bargaining, a 
gepeads, not so much on sketches, tion as to the muscular control in- was ripe for an experiment in NEW YORK CITY buyer can walk out of a showroom F 
uit rather on the current gags, volved. Elie. booking. Abandoning the type of with a new auto at list price even | 
ie —_—_= - Se rte a ete ae ean ne ene Meee nee _ attraction commonly inked for the Bagatelie Rita & Rozino lif there’s no trade in. 
ay Sunset Strip spot. Hover has _ Dorothy Ross E Vizcaino Ore Various craft union leaders are , 
ie brought in Red Ingle and the Natu- Deep River Boys M. Y caueeesy reported to be in a peculiar posi ‘ 
: F - S eee . ag cme: alice my, | 2ack orteis \ aldes 3 : é ( ‘ Sl- s 
ral Seven for a two week stand. The Jose Poniere Havana-Madrid tion. For the first time in many f 
1 experiment doesn’t look as if it will —— Hawkins Los Bocheros vears, some are fearful this 
i ag ‘ . aply lue Angel De Castro Sis Dc . are sartul over s 
pan out properly. astro Sis , 
oF . Imogene Coc: N re ‘ Seast ; : CIS Thev're ak- 
iat | Ingle and his crew, catapulted | Boset = Mildred Ray Fine ig er Phey re mak r 
; linto attention about a year ago with | Roger Price | Argueso Ore Piet - inds of deals with the cafe : 
| the zany recording “Tim Tayshun,” Muriel Smith> a semana? Pleas and hotel operators by giving more V 
; . ’ : 7 } 2 P Smi rg L , . e H > P : | 
4 just aren’t right for a plushery. An ats saeeee | — in & Moore concessions than usual in order to ‘ 
F obvious effort to tone down their, Pat Harrington | Marion Callahan }insure more employment, and in I 
Le normal proceedings doesn’t help Carnival | Eddie Stone core |an attempt to keep the goodwill of t 
4 too much Charlie Barnet Ore | “Hotel Biltma, the operator as well | 
- ; , : : Hotel Biltmore ator as well as the union 
ii Vocal efforts of Karen Tedder Gunn can Blue Barron Ore | Members. ¢ 
Te sing the show antics, but even Jack Gilford | An indication of the delicate bal- b 
tll mata en « »enee Ch: nas le P : . 
3 1ere there’s too strong a tende ney MS _—, Marchant Henry Jerome Ore ance that exists this season is seen a 
, to oversell the corn—too strong. | ?***® ‘Eon Ore | No 1 Fifth Ave by the fact that the arch-rival 
j N that is, for an operation like Ciro’s. | Sarah Vaughn gee? Anerawe |Copa City and 1 AB a ape ber 2 
os And while Miss Tedder does an. fred Robbins Kirkwood: caf ‘. , — the Beachcomber V 
ig okay job of teaming with Ingle for Buddy Rich Ore Hazel Webster th am ted into a compromise ° 
f ~ “Tim Tayshun,” she suffers by com- Copacabane | Soarnes & Fonville OD the opening dates of their cafes. 
ne parison with Jo Stafford who. Joe E Lewis fh -+ ge ~~ Originally, both had planned to 
originally chirped the ditty on the | Ststn Mack William Adler ¢ preem Dec. 24, which would have 
; rf " ons * ve Vie Ds 2 renee. Adler Ore - “ig se 
f GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES platter. Finale, a Salvation Army Dorothy Keller | Hotel 'N a |divided opening business _ with 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX band number, looks okay with crew Terry Stevens G Benedict oorker | neither getting full value out of (| 
160 W. 46th 5t.. N.Y. €. * BRyant 9-7808 parading around the nitery for a ot iees tan” ce. ae their opening nights. Former boni- L 
a rawvor > © ? ‘ | ah . . ° . . 
Z ota en however, be a Alvares Ore, fo ee face Bennie Gaines stepped into ti 
; more ettective e "g ‘e ¢ a] ina | 7 - Peete em | —e F 
nr ctive entrance an exit | nore nll gy | ptletet _, Piccadilly the breach and affected an agree- 
; nat <ap. | Jose Curbello Ore ie manne Seen ment whereby the Copa would 
Swiss Chale y in to? Low Louise Howard open Dec. 23, and the Beachcomber bi 
3 pden saree — * hi } Beatrice - a: 7 ew Jones the following night In the event e} 
‘ . s 7 Tv . A w 7 “ P zs ar m . . . . ° 7 | 
rise OTEL) - Line (7) . | Lorraine Browning the Copa wasn't ready, that spot T 
_ Chicago, Dec. 17. ___, Delmonico Jack Williams would open Dec. 25 If times te 
Joe Isbell, Commanders (4) and | Greta Kelle: Jay Presson ] ‘ 2 , th 
Dorothy Johnsen, Joe De Salw Diamond Horseshoe Allen Pershing ooked better, both would have 
Orch (5); $2 50 minin ’ $1 3 in Caan t weeeier opened as per original plans re 
pie ood od), Sue um, x oh Bills ase cong me Ore gardless . 
; eT. - ie | Mar onte Ore a , Tr 
teiny S | Rayson Re Orc Despite dim outlook, the various Cc 
' er Or Nycola Mz stti esen dil a . 
Novelty of setting rather than | Alvarez Mera veol evoors> OF betting syndicates look forward t0 
. calibre of entertainment is accent- | 2""£e! ‘Genes Line Shiela Barrett their usually good year. The new y 
a : ed as customer lure in this, swank | Fernanga Crespo lie Poneto est beachfront hotel, the Saxony, 
\ (Continued on page 47) its oa F a en —e te y — 
rakson record $100,000. 
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_ 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Benny Goodman Orch (17) with 
Buddy Greco, Terry Swope; Piero 
Bros. (2), Buddy Lester; ‘Pale- 
face” (Par), reviewed in VARIETY 


Oct. 20, "48. 





Benny Coodman’s new band is 
on its first theatre booking at this 
house, aside from a three-day run 
at the State, Hartford. And B. G. 
deserves a lot of credit for trying 
to build an idea upon which his 
work can be more interestingly 
presented to a theatre public, by 
now somewhat. weary of the stereo- 
type styles of presentation by 
name bands. 

Written by Sherman Marks, who 
penned the George Gershwin show 
at the Sherman _ hotel, Chicago, 
which has elicited wide band busi- 
ness interest, the idea used by 
Goodman traces his band’s history 
from the 1930’s. Its a sort of 
musical travelog of tunes that have 
been associated with the leader 


through the years, backed up by| 
slides of outstanding artists that! 
have sprung from his band—Harry | 


James, Lionel Hampton, Ziggy E! 
man, Gene- Krupa, and many 
others. 

That the idea is great is obvious. 
B.G. plays the same music. Plays 
all old music, in fact—material 
that can be heard on disk jockey 
shows day in and day out. Yet, 
resented as it is, with B.G. and 
Buddy Greco following a script 
line, it’s an interesting approach, 
one that gives meaning to every- 
thing performed. And the Para- 
mount patronage when caught 
seemed appreciative of the whole 
thing though many might not have 
been B.G. followers through the 
years, hence were not familiar 
with the music. It’s the script ap- 
proach that provides the interest 
for them. 

B.G. may well launch something 
with this date that has been sorely 
needed by the band business. Few 
maestros have ever attempted to 
justify the eccin they ask from the- 
atres beyond making up shows 
from successful recorded arrange- 
ments. While this “story” by B.G. 
is not as refined as it could be 
due to a lack of time in preparing 
it, in its present state it is already 
far beyond the normal type of 
show. For example, the idea calls 
for the use of acts that fit into the 
icture. During one of his numbers 
ere he uses an unbilled dance 
team to interpret in semi-ballet 
form the music being played. Other 
than that, it was not possible to 
work out the script idea complete- 
ly Piero Bros., jugglers, and 


comic Buddy Lester had already | 


been booked. 

Musically, B.G.’s band is not 
fully grown. Made up of a. fine 
brass esection of four trumpets, 
three trombones, five sax, and four 
rhythm, the combo is not yet co- 
hesive in everything it works over. 
Too, the beat is not comparable 
to that usually laid down by a 
B.G. combination. All those short- 
comings figure to work out in time, 
however, In style it’s the old B.G. 
with revised and somewhat mod- 
ernized arrangements, not always 
for the better. There’s some bop, 
but in a modified form. When the 
sextet starts operating, however, 
the above doesn’t apply. In one or 
two of the numbers it played the 
tempo was lacking, but otherwise 
was solid. Encores were demanded 
at this show. 

Vocally, B.G. uses Buddy Greco 
and Terry Swope and men from 
the band to form a quintet. That's 
also new for B.G. He rarely has 


used a male vocalist and never a. 


quintet. It all adds to the commer- 
cial value of the combination. Miss 
Swope, nice-looking, does “And the 
Angels Sing,” an old B.G. hit. 
Piero Bros., on up front, do a 
nice job. They work out on the 
usual dumbbells and spin felt hats 
with sticks. It’s an act that has 
several counterparts, but it’s well 
done and wins a good hand. Buddy 
Lester had trouble getting going 
show, which might have 
stemmed from the fact that his 
turn broke up the mood laid down 


y B.G.’s script idea. At any rate, | 


4 combination of new and old ma- 
terial from his bag of gags got 
Varying reaction. However, he got 
off to good returns. Wood. 





Chicago, Chi 
; Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Harrison & Fisher, The Langs 
), Howell & Bowser, Chris Cross, 


Louis Basil Orch; “Isn't It Roman- 
tic” (Par), 





way tile this is only a week fill-in 
, Without names, it’s enjoyable 
The tainment and well balanced. 
} mg of the acts have comic over- 
nes, just right for this time of 
e year. . 
bapouis Basil, now in third week of 
prt Oning, paces the show with fast 
ndition of “Song of India.” Chris 
meet’ brings on his singing dolls, 
mes effective of which is a sepia 
Ungster, who glows in the dark, 


48 he chants, “If I Didn't Care,” 


} } } 


| 

| with the aid of his master’s no- 

'dules. 

| Ventro, for encore, 

| life-sized Mae West doll, who baby- 

voices “Rocking Chair” for good 

| applause. 

| Ruth Harrison and Alex Fisher, 

‘dance satirists, score in their terp 
satires. Their takeoff of couple of 
Martha Graham graduates going 
wild in South American dances 

,highlights act and garners neat 

| applause. 

Howell and Bowser, sepia comics, 
while leaning heavy on the oldies, 
keep the audience happy. Uke- 
playing member baritones a French 
ditty, “Darling, I Love You,” and 
“Money,” while partner’ heckles. 
Duo get off to fine hand to chorus 
of “It’s Delovely.” 


The Langs, youthful sextet of 
teeterboard performers, win gasps 
in split-second timing of siunts. 
Sock closer has blindfolded girl 
doing a mid-air somersault and 
landing in chair 14 feet high. 

Zabe. 





Clinton, N. Y. 
(YIDDISH VAUDE) 

The tormer split weeks of vaude- 
ville sometimes have a strange way 
of connecting themselves. these 
days. For example, the Clinton 
theatre, on New York’s lower east 
side, was once paired with the Te- 
atro Las Americas in Spanish Har- 
lem in the days when the latter 
house was known as the Mt. Morris 
theatre. Today Teatro Las Ameri- 
cas is the showcase for Spanish 
vaude, and Yiddish stageshows hold 
forth at the Clinton. It’s quite a 
switch for both houses. 

The Clinton now is one of the 
few remaining strongholds of Yid- 
dish vaude, and that’s now down to 
three days weekly. House lives in 
the past with revivals of hit musi- 
cals of a former era, frequently 
with the same stars who appeared 
in the original. A Yiddish picture 
usually precedes the main dish. 
All that at a $1.20 top. 

The striking part of the Clinton’s 
presentations is the unabashed en- 
thusiasm with which the musicals 
are received. In this instance, it 
might have been Aaron Lebedeff’s 
presence as the lead. Audience, 
made up mainly of oldsters, can 
probably remember Lebedeff. Con- 
sequently, many are amazed that 
he’s still agile enough to perform 
the dances that he did in his youth, 


hence every hoofing interlude by | 


|Lebedeff is wildly received. The 
iterps aren’t to difficuit, being a 
series of steps culled from folk- 
dances, but it makes little differ- 
ence to the faithful. They’re grate- 
ful when he obliges with an encore. 

Lebedeff still plays juvenile 
leads, but to retain the illustion he 
works with his hat on. So what if 
it isn’t quite emilypost during the 
love scenes. 

The vehicle on tap is “Yoshke 
Chwat,” a tale of two lovers separ- 
,ated in czarist Russia who are re- 
‘united in the New World. Cast is 
‘replete with vet Yiddish musical 

erformers such as Vera Rosanka, 

srael Rosenberg, Jacob Zanger, 
Ben Bonus, Malvina Rappel, Tillie 
Rabinowitz and Sam Rosenberg, all 
reliable entertainers who can sing, 
dance, comede or do serious work. 
They generally give a good account 
of themselves. 
_ With the present sad states of the 
Yiddish theatre, the presentations 
are far from opulent. The scenery 
has seen service for many years 
and shows it. Same applies to cos- 
tuming, except for the present day 
modes. That gown worn by 
Miss Rabinowitz probably was quite 
the thing circa 1926. ; ; 

Same budgetary considerations 
applied in the vaude olio. It was 
a presentation of a wedding with 
Malavsky family performing the re- 
ligious functions. Bad _ taste and 
worse staging—enough to discour- 
age matrimony. Jose. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 18. 
Connie Haines, Rex Weber, De- 
May & Moore, Al Ferguson, Paige, 
Jewett & Kiki, Freddie Carlone 
‘and House Orch.; “Hollow Trt- 
/umph” (EL). 
| Connie Haines, in the top spot on 
this week’s lineup, sets a neat pace 
for a stout supporting bill. Song- 
‘stress offers some top pops in great 
‘style, with “It’s Magic,” the best 
of the group. Offs to solid mitting. 
In Rex Weber, there’s the vet 
type of vauder who knows his way 
around a stubholder, with his tight 
lip-framed ventro vocalistics. In- 
-evitable is his version of “Brother, 
Can You Spare A Dime?”, which 
{he introed some years ago. It 
clicks as good as ever. : ; 
Though following Jack Norton's 
comic drunk of last week. Al Fer- 
guson does okay with his own 1Im- 
presh of an inebriate. Paige. Jewett 
and Kiki’s cycle work hits in 
healthy manner as do DeMay and 
Moore with their standard version 
of the comic takeoff on ballroomol- 
ists. 
we rredale Carlone and house band 
'handle the backgrounding In trun 
fashion. sary. 


| 


brings on 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Dec. 19. 
Lloyd & Willis, Eddy Manson, 
Bob Hall, The Appletons (3); 
“Countess of Monte Cristo” (U). 





Capitol comes up with a tight, 
fast paced bill to add vim to droop- 
ing b.o. and empty seats this dull 
pre-Christmas session. Half-filled 
house, at show caught, received 
quartet of acts with enjoyment and 
enthusiasm. 

Surprise of layout is reception 
accorded old-timer Bob Hall, who 
may have struck a nostalgic chord 
in some veteran vaude goers, but 
was obviously a pleasant surprise 
to majority of payees. Hall’s rou- 
tine of extemporanous tunes and 
talk has just the right amount of 
homeyness and corn for Capitol’s 
family type audience. His genial 
air Of coziness brings the entire 
auditorium into the act. and gives 
it the same sort of warmth a com- 
munity sing has As a matter of 
fact, the act, played with house 
lights on, went over in much the 
Same wavy the organ sing does 
here Hall’s ribbing of the audi- 
ence is entirely kindly and inof- 
fensive, and projects the act over 
the footlights. Much of his ad lib- 
bing is obviously stock: now and 
then he strikes a bon mot; but at 
all times it has a colloquial qual- 
ity and a stepped up pace that sets 
the customers cheering. Hall ad libs 
in rhyme and simple tune—on 
everything, the couple in the front 
row, names in news and request 
topics from the galleries. His act, 
simple in itself, is a lesson to 
younger comics and gagsters in 
showmanship and the human touch 
which strikes the right note of rap- 
port with an audience. 

Eddy Manson makes music on 
the harmonica to the accompani- 
ment of some high class piano 
playing on the part of his frau, 
Marjory Wells. Manson starts 
slowly, but wraps up the customers 
and gets them on his side by the 
time he winds up with a slick in- 
terpretation of “St. Louis Blues.” 
The mouth organ — standard size 
and pattern—takes on some of the 
scope and musical depth of a violin 
as handled by Manson. Next to 
the Gershwin number, ‘‘Rouman- 
ian Rhapsody No. 1,” a strictly 
longhair bit, goes over best. 

The Appletons, back after a 
year abroad, give a slightly 





| brushed up and expanded version 
|of their apache 


routine. Essen- 
tially, their ‘Night in Casablanca” 
is a dressed up acro terp act. 
Dressed in traditional apache style, 
team of two gals and a man toss 
each other all over stage and build 
up to a super shooting-stabbing 
finale. Staging is effective, and 
though acro stints are only so-so, 
general effect is good and goes 
well, 

Lloyd & Willis; young team of 
comic terpers, make pleasant and 
novel curtain raisers. Billed for 
their “satirical dance impressions” 
couple go overboard in their bid 
for laughs. Wedged in between 
the slapstick, there are flashes of 
genuine terp ability and moments 
of clever satire. Male solo buck 
and wing to tune of ‘“Swanee 
River” is sufficiently hep in grace 
and style to get appreciation on its 
own without being gagged by fe- 
maie partner. Act, on the whole, 
is fast moving and appealing and, 
with some editing here and there, 
should go places. Lowe. 





Hippodrome, Balto. 

Baltimore, Dec. 19. 
“Original Amateur Hour Win- 
ners” with June Brady, Paul Jones, 
Lyle Benjamin, Joyce Osborne, 
Harmonica Kings (2), Carrol 
Brickley, Arne g Quartet, Mortie 
Gunty, Cane & Murphy, Walter 
Schreiber, Jo Lombardi House 
Orch (12); “The Return of Wild- 


fire” (Col.). 


Better than average layout, pro-, Abel. 


duced by Ted Mack, moves swiftly | 
and in good sequence. It follows 
the Bowes pattern and packs some 
fairish entertainment throughout. 
June Brady is the “graduate em-, 
cee” and she handles matters skill- , 
fully along with a telling spot of | 
vocalizing on her own. 

Paul Jones whacking spoons and 
benes is a typical entry and goo 
for a sprightly getaway after which 
Lyle Benjamin, a rotund “apart- 
ment house manager from Po- 
dunk,” obliges with whistling and 
an all right bit of two-way warb- 
ling of “Sonny Boy.” Joyce Os- 
borne contribs some tapstering fol- 
lowed by the Harmonica Kings, 
brace of mouth organ playing lads 
who give out nicely with “Nola” 
and some boogie-woogie. 

Carrol Brickley is a barnyard 
imitator setting matters for the 
Arne Quartet. an equally divided 
foursome of legit singers who give 
out with operatic excerpts to top- 
flight results. Tenor and soprano 
are most effective in solo spots and 
entire slot is a real standout. 
Mortie Gunty is a youthful comic 


! 
essaying okay impressions high- 
/lighted by Danny Kaye and good 
for pleasing audience response. 
| Following June Brady’s vocals, 
Cane & Murphy contribute a funny 
| interlude wrapped around a fighter | 
‘being sent through his paces by a 
talky manager with okay mugging 
and panto earning real _ results. 
Clincher is allotted to Walter 
Schreiber, boy singer with pipes of 
unusually strong quality and a pre- 
coclous presence that makes 
for a fitting windup. Musical back- 
ing by Jo Lombardi and his house 
orch on stage, a definite assist. 

Biz all right. Burm. 


New Acts 


GEORGES ULMER 

Songs, Comedy 

25 Mins. 

Versailles, New York 
relatively 
found and very successful cycle of 
Gallic talent, Nick & Arnold have 
unveiled Georges Ulmer who, for 











Continuing its new- 


a pleasant change of pace, is more 
a singing comedian than a straight 


chanteur. Ulmer, Danish-born, but 
thoroughly steeped in the French 
nitery and music-hall tradition, 
will remind his Yank audiences 
immediately of his resemblance to 
both James Cagney and Van 
Heflin. 

While this is his American de- 
but, Ulmer was in the States as a 
kid, hence is well versed in Eng- 
lish although, after announcing the 
themes of his various routines, he 
resorts to French for the lyrical 
lingo. His numbers are novelty 
character studies, and all register. 
From the opener, about the bull- 
fiddle player in the brasserie who 
suddenly fancies himself the dulcet 
violin-cellist at the Salle Gaveau, 
to his finale “Pigalle,” he clicks. 
All are of his own writing and 
“Pigalle” especially is now an es- 
tablished international song hit, 
following Sablon’s popularization 
thereof on this.side. 

In between Ulmer does numbers 
about “Mon Dieu, How You Have 
Changed,” the silent pictures pan- 
tomimic routine, the ‘30,560 imi- 
tators of Piaf,’ the flamenco satire 
on the radio, etc. He has substance 
and is an assured international 
cafe and vaudery commodity and 
it’s a matter of time before he im- 
presses really big in America. Un- 
fortunately Ulmer came into the 
pre-Xmas slump but, as bonifaces 
Nick, Arnold and maitre d’ Robert 
explain, this compares to the same 
debacle which faced Ilona Massey 
last Xmas time when _ she’ was 
further caqmplicated b.o.-wise by 
those record snowstorms of last 
winter. 

Piaf remains the Versailles’ box- 
office barometer, incidentally, do- 
ing socko biz right up to her clos- 
ing week. Suzy Solidor returns 
after Ulmer’s 8-week semester, and 
then the management unveils still 
another first-in-America attraction, 
Yves Montand, who at one time | 
had been optioned by Jack Warner | 
‘for Hollywood. 

' Ulmer impresses as a good entry | 
for the Yank market. He will build. 
He is affable, has an expert sense 
of values, writes his own material, 
of which ‘Pigalle’, is the best 
known, and if his Columbia record- 
‘ings get any sort of circulation, 
‘these too should rebound in his 
favor. If he clicks this will mark | 
‘Clifford C. Fischer’s third or 
fourth in a row, as the veteran 
international agent has brought 
over Piaf. Les Compagnons de la 
Chanson, Miss Solidor, now Ulmer, 
and Montand in future. For the 
Versailles management this has 
been a shrewd showmanship move, | 
completely reversing the field for | 
the joint, both as to the character 
of its clientele as well as the talent. 





PAULA WATSON 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Larry Potter's, Hollywood. 
Riding the crest of her Supreme | 
diskclick “A Little Bird Told Me,” | 
Paula Watson heads east shortly to 
start hitting the intimate bistros. | 
Her song-and-piano stint is a 
rapidly-paced affair, with the 
emphasis of course on rhythm. 
numbers. She delivers effectively | 
and tops an okay chanting job with | 
a pleasant personality that reaches 
her audience. Gal has a knack of) 
spotting her numbers effectively ; 
and knows when to toss in a ballad | 
for better results through a change | 
of pace. For the smaller rooms, | 
she’s a fine bet. With more dates 
under her belt she probably won’t 
have to rely on “Little Bird” for 
notice and should develop into a 
draw on the strength of her floor- 
show offerings alone. Also okay 
for vaudates where the rhythm in- 
fluence js appreciated. Kap, 
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Swiss Chalet, Chi 

new room. Handsome spot de- 
signed by Kem Weber in modern- 
ized Swiss style, has expensive ap- 
pointments throughout, including 
carvings in walnut and Peter Diem 
murals. Low ceiling shuts the 
door to acts that need leeway over- 
head and it’s probable, as in the 
opening bill, that vocalists will be 
the main fare. 

Acoustics are very good. Blare 
is nulled via soundproofing and a 
loud speaker system with overhead 
outlets that permits table chatter 
at ordinary levels during orch num- 
bers. Menu offers zwiebelkuchen 
and other Swiss vittles. It all adds 
up to a parlay of low-budget lay- 
out and the “showplace” draw. 

The Commanders and Dorothy 
Johnsen failed to impress in rou- 
tine chanting of show tunes and 


a Strauss number. Best of their 





so-so offerings were “Brigadoon” 
excerpts. Joe Isbell, in Tyrolean 
garb, yvodels a brace of arias more 
Tennessean than Alpine Honest 


hillbilly style contrasts nicely with 
the edelweiss idiom. Singer got 
okay returns and begged off, ex- 
plaining that fast yodeling is hard 
on his throat. 

Joe De Salvo’s rhyhtm group is 
a decided asset here. Quintet backs 
nimbly and_ styles well-received 
danceables. Maestro handled vo- 
cals in addition to doubling on vio- 
lin and piano. Baxt. 





AGVA Notifies TA. 


—um- continued from page 45 





mean the dissolution of TA, of 
which Alan Corelli is exee secre- 
tary. AGVA toppers feel that 
benefits have become too frequent 
and have affected nitery and the- 
atre business. They point out that 
many performers are laying off be- 
cause a multitude of affairs that 
once were salaried club dates have 
now become benefits. 

The latest gimmick, said to have 
put the clincher on AGVA’s action, 
is practice of club date bookers 
who recently have apvroached top 
performers to work such affairs 
at less than usual salaries. On a re- 
cent benefit, several top names 
were asked to work for $100 be- 
cause organization neglected to get 
TA clearance. Acts that were ap- 
proached generally get $1,000 on a 
club date. With payment of the 
lower fee, beneficiary organization 
got talent at considerably less than 
the 15% cut that goes to TA for 
clearing benefits. 

A compromise was’ recently ef- 
fected between AGVA and TA 
whereby representatives of various 
talent unions would sit in with the 
TA board to pass on benefits. Reso- 
lution was also passed that no 
benefit would be cleared without 
30 days notice. 

Nix Cutrate Dates 

However, in light of newer de- 
velopment of the partial payment 
for services, AGVA decided on its 
own clearance. Union also forbade 
talent to accept cutrate benefit 
dates at less than one-seventh of 
their regular salary. At that it’s 
considered a concession, since club 
date scale generally runs up to 
one-half of an act’s weekly wage. 

It’s seen that unless AGVA okays 
benefits that already have been 
cleared by TA, several affairs 
may be called off—or will have to 
pay talent. For example, a bene- 
fit is slated at Madison Square Gar- 
den for Jan. 3. AGVA’s stand on 
that show hasn’t been decided yet. 

However, it’s seen that with 
AGVA’s insistance upon its own 
clearance, number of benefits will 
be cut down drastically. It’s been 
AGVA’s contention that since mu- 
sicians, stagehands, caterers, and 
hall rentals are paid, talent should 
also be compensated. 

AGVA sent out letters on neces- 
sity of union clearance to Wil- 
liam Kent, Artists Representative 
Assn. president; Hymie Goldstein, 
Associated Agents of America 
president; Bob Weitman, Para- 
mount managing director; Sam 
Rauch, Roxy booker; Sidney Pier- 
mont, Loew Booker; Harry Mayer, 
Warner booker; Dan _ Friendly, 
RKO booker, and Max Woolf, 
M-G-M purchasing agent, who fre- 
quently have been called upon to 
stage the free shows. 


Beckner’s Tex Nitery 


Denny Beckner, comedy emcee 
and bandleader, currently playing 
the Rocket Club in Fort Worth, has 
bought a night club of his own, 

The Jersey Lily, in Bandera, 
Texas. Club will open under Beck- 
ner’s management on New Year's 


band and floor show. 








LE > 





ectewncnencee Merle 


GVlalassamanion 


ne SF 


es 2 
“ 6 














ence Serene 











SS Ser ae a are 








48 LEGITIMATE—CONCERT 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 22, 194g 








Revised Setup Insures Unusual 
March of Time Legit Documentary 


The March of Time documentary* 
on legit, originally nixed because, 
of excessive union demands, has 
been revived and is near comple- 
tion. Film, of 18 minutes length, 
will be released Jan. 29, with pros- 
pects of being shown in 9,000 pic- 
ture houses in the U. S. and 13,000 
world-wide. 

With the documentary showing 
most phases in the development ot 
a play, from the time it reaches 
a producer's office until its opening 


night, film is unusual in being one 
of the rare attempts to publicize 
legit on an overall basis. Pic also 
marks the first of its kind on the 
theatre, although back in 1935, on 
return of “Green Pastures” to 
Broadway, MOT did a documentary 


on Richard B. Harrison, who played 
the leading figure of “de Lawd,” 
and spiritual singing from ‘Pas- 
tures” was woven in. 

Original project called for the 
filming of scenes from several cur- 
rent Broadway legiters, with pic 
built around various phases in the 
production of the Playwrights Co.'s 
new hit, “Anne of the Thousana 
Days.” Costs involved, especially 
Equity’s salary demands for the 
many actors concerned, made pro)- 
ect too expensive for MOT. 

Idea was subsequently reactivat- 
ed by Bill Fields, Playwrights’ pub 
licity head, with scope of the origi- 
nal plan narrowed. Playwrights Co. 
also contributed $500 to the cost. 
Film’s cost runs under $10,000. 

It now uses only one scene trom 
“Anne,” with only six actors in- 
volved, and a scene from “Red 
Gloves,” utilizing three actors. Re- 
duction in number of actors used 
eased an important problem. Coop- 
eration of Iniernational Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, relax- 
ing its rules on number of stage- 
hands involved, also aided, with 
heads of departments instead of 
whole crews used. 


‘PROSTITUTE’ TOUR OFF 
AFTER CENSOR SNAG 


Newark, Dec. 21. 

Newark Opera House’s off again- 
on again legit season took another 
blow Wednesday (15). The man- 
ager, Alfredo Cerrigone, signed a 
contract at noon to play “The Re- 
spectful Prostitute” and “Hope Is 
the Thing with Feathers” during 
the week of Dec. 27. At 4 p.m. 
word came from New York that 
the deal was off. 

Reason given involved ‘Prosti- 
tute’s” tour, which already suffered 
a setback in Chicago. The Newark 
week was to substitute for Chi en- 
gagement. But then Cleveland 
called it off, too, and since Equity 
rules require at least two weeks’ 
guarantee for a road tour, the 
whole thing was dropped. 





Chi Mayor Sanctions Ban 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Mayor Kennelly approved Police 
Commissioner Prendergast’s ban 
on Jean-Paul Sartre’s “The Re- 
spectful Prostitute” Friday (16) and 
dsc'ared the play was not only im- 
proper “but a bum play.” 

“Of course if it were just a bum 
play, [| would have no objections, 
for Chicagoans have a right to see 
bum plays if they want to pay for 
them. But this play is not fit to 
appear on a Chicago stage,” said 
Kennelly. Kennelly acted after re- 
ceiving a report from William H. 
Fort, his public relations assistant. 

Play was skedded to open at 
Studebaker theatre, Dec. 27. 


Dan Rvbb in Bkptcy. 


Daniel Rybb, who managed the 
Carnegie Pop Concerts at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., the past two seasons 
filed petition for bankruptcy in 
N. Y. Federal court last week. He 
listed liabilities of $16,132 and as- 
sets of $81. 

Ryvbb is a member of the double- 
bass section of the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic Symphony, and organized 
the pop conceris for the spring 
fill-in weeks between the Philhar- 
monic’s regular season and the 
summer Lewisohn Stadium con- 
certs. Although he denied being 
personally liable, claiming the 
liabilities were incurred managing 
the affairs of Carnegie Pop Con- 
certs. Inc., he filed a personal peti- 
tion nevertheless. 

There are 46 unsecured credil- 
ors. including ASCAP for license 
fees. 








El Patio’s Reopening 

atio’s Reo 

Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

El Patio theatre, recently taken 
over by a New York syndicate on 
a 10-year lease, will open Jan. 31 
with the American premiere of 
“Grand National Night.” British 
play by Dorothy and Campbell 
Christie It will be the first of 
to be offered, on a 
basis, by 


four new plays 
two-week-minimum run 
Producers Co., Ine., formed by Jus 
Addis. Havden Rorke and Dave 
Durston. who operated a Laguna 
Beach strawhatter last summer. 


Concert Mgrs. 
Nix ASCAP Pacts 
In Fee Wrangle 


Local concert managers, who 
banded into the National Assn. of 
Concert Managers last week, have 
decided to suspend further con- 
tracts with the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers (ASCAP), pending clarifica- 
tion of responsibility on perform- 
ance rights. About 50 of the 125 
U. S. local managers met in N. Y. 
to form a group to protect their 
interests, and the ASCAP matter 
was chief topic of discussion. 

Most of the managers have been 
paying ASCAP for the last three 
or four years a license fee up to 
$250 a year, or about $30 a con- 
cert, for ASCAP music used by 
visiting artists. Managers claimed 
at the meeting that they have no 
say in an artist's program; that 
they are contractors for, not em- 
ployers of, the artist; and that N. Y. 
Federal Court Judge Leibell’s film 
decision, disapproving of ASCAP’s 
method of taxing exhibitors, covers 
them too. 

Hence they felt that ASCAP 
should collect its tax elsewhere, 
preferably from the artist. They 
cited the fact that symphony or- 
chestras, paying royalties on music 
performed, were paying at the 
source, and thus setting an example 
for instrumental and vocal en- 
sembles and individual artists. 

ASCAP, it was disclosed at the 
meeting, is in agreement with this 
point of view, and feels that the 
artist—or his representative, the 
artist management bureau—should 
pay the license fee. The two 
largest bureaus, Columbia Artists 
Mest. and National Concert & 
Artists Corp., have been — ap- 
proached, with the latter willing to 
assume the fee for its artists, but 
with Columbia balking because of 
the bookkeeping involved. ASCAP, 
it’s reliably reported, is now work- 
ing on Columbia, offering to ‘eim- 
burse it for such 
costs. Feeling is that if Columbia 


and NCAC agree to such licensing, | 


the smaller artists’ bureaus will 
follow suit. 

ASCAP, it was pointed out, has 
the 18 artist bureaus in N. Y. (in- 
cluding Columbia and NCAC) 
lined up for fees on all coracerts 
siven in N. Y. But bureaus to date 
haven't inked for such fees na- 
tionally. 

Temporary officers for the new 
association were elected, with Pat- 
trick Hayes, Washington,  prez.; 
Mrs. Edna W. Saunders. Houston, 
veepec; Julian Olney, White Plains, 
N. Y.. seeretary; J. oH. Thuman, 
Cincinnati, treasurer. Charter 
members also include 

\aron Richmond, Boston: Dag 
gett M. Lee, New Haven: Frank E 
Andrews, Portland, Ore.: Walter 
Fritschyv, Kansas Citv; Emma Feld- 
man. Philadelphia; Cecilia Schultz, 
Seattle: Harrie Southwick and Mrs. 


S. B. Everts, Syracuse; Roland E 
Cheslev, Utica; A. M. Oberfelder 
Denver; Harry Zelzer, Chicago; 


W. Homberger, Toronto: S. H 
Schecter Montreal; Ralph W. 
Frost. Knoxville; Marvin MaeDon- 
ald, Atiania; Zorah B. Berry, Buf- 
falo; William K. Huff, Philadel- 
phia;: Mr. and Mrs. Parker O. 
Griffith, Newark: William and 
Thomas Beegle, Pittsburgh: Al 
Coote, Hartford; Mrs. Julian Olney, 
White Piains; A. Tremblay, Ottawa; 
Charles A. Sink. Ann Arbor; Mi- 
chaux Moody, Richmond. 


bookkeeping | 
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Markova-Dolin In 
Delayed London Bow 


Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin, 
originally set to open at Earl’s 
Court Stadium, London, Dec. 27, 
will now perform there for five 
performances Jan. 3-7. They'll use 


a locally-recruited corps de ballet, 


and the Londen Symphony Or- 
chestra under Muir Matheson 
Dancers are guaranteed $10,000 in 
American coin against a percent- 
age. Stadium seats 10,000. 

Because of the London switch, 
duo have had to cancel their Mexi- 
co City season. They'll return 
from England for a short Carib- 
bean tour, then go to Johannes- 
burg, where they open end of 
March. Plans are now being set 
for a special NBC tele program in 
N. Y. Xmas day, when dancers 
will appear with Robert Zeller and 
orch in the Snowflake scene from 
the “Nutcracker” Suite. 


Phyllis Holden Sets 
506 for B’way Play 


Phyllis Hclden, who last week 
announced plans to produce “Any- 
body Home” on Broadway in Janu- 
ary, has already lined up the com- 
plete financing for the venture. The 
$50,000 production will have 40 
backers, none of whom is in show 
business or has ever invested in 
the theatre before. All are person- 
al friends or relatives. 

“Anybody Home” was written 
by Robert Pyzel, Miss Holden’s 
husband, a retired construction en- 
gineer. It’s his second play, the 
first having been “Quadrille,” 
which Miss Holden announced for 
production last season but subse- 
quently dropped. Producer, who 
last appeared on Broadway in 
1938, will play one of the leading 
roles in “Anybody Home,” which 
is described as a romantic drama 
with a Westchester county locale. 
Ralph Forbes is to direct and the 
cast may include Harvey Stephens, 
Rogers Clark, Katherine Anderson 
and Emory Richardson. 

Limited partnership agreement 
for the show gives the backers a 
1% interest for each $700 invest- 
ment, whereas under norma] terms 
they'd have to put up $1,000 for 
such a slice. The agreement also 
stipulates that there shall be no 
overcall and forbids assignment or 
substitution of limited  partner- 
ships. 





Goetzes to London 

With “The Heiress” scheduled 
to be produced soon in Britain by 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., jts authors, 
Ruth and Augustus Goetz, will sail 
for England, Friday (24), on the 
Queen Mary to sit in on rehearsals. 
Peggy Ashcroft, Sir Ralph Richard- 
son and James Donald have been 
set in top roles, while John Bur- 
rell will direct. 

Play is slated to have a brief 
provincial tour prior to its Lon- 
don preem at the Haymarket the- 
atre. Following the opening, the 
Goetzes expect to visit Sweden. 





Frederick Schang 
tells about the 
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Enjoyed by Concert 
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| Inside Stuff—Legit 





Editorial in the current (December) issue of the Equity Magazine 
takes the recent ban of “The Respectful Prostitute” by Chicago author. 
ities as another example of how censorship “in all its forms” ang 
“wherever it is practiced and no matter by whom or with what mo. 


tives” 


..“does more harm than good.” Piece goes on to explain how 


Illinois and Chicago laws authorize the city’s police commissioner, jf 
he believes a play is immoral, indecent or obscene, to suspend for a 
year the license of the theatre in which it is presented. It adds, “The 
police commissioner does not have to prove that the play is any of 
those things. The theatreowner or manager has no defense in his 
claim that it has never been so considered anywhere else it has played 
It is an exercise of naked power which no police official is equipped to 
deal with and should not be permitted to exercise.” 

The editorial hedges a bit in discussing the quality of ‘“Prostie” ite 
self, observing, “It is a play which hurls a challenge to accepted stand. 


ards of morality. 
not to be in good taste.” 


Although Lee and J 


It does so in terms which may be considered by some 


J. Shubert are popularly supposed to be not on 


speaking terms, there are some close to their various theatrical affairs 
who assert that the two brothers really have a close, friendly relation. 


ship 
which either can draw checks 


In fact, they're said to have a joint bank account for business on 


Will of Lee Shubert, the elder brother, is believed to leave a sub. 
stantial share of his fortune and share in the partnership to J. J with 


the rest to be 


divided among his 


sister, the latter’s son, Lawrence 


Shubert Lawrence, who represents the firm in Philadelphia, and Milton 


Shubert, another nephew. 


Will of J. J. Shubert is understood to leave 


virtually everything to his only son, John, who is active in the firm 
Lee and J. J., together, are said to be multi-millionaires. 


Negotiations currently going on 


for a Los Angeles presentation of 


“High Button Shoes” will, if successful, chalk up a first for Greek the- 


atre producer Gene Mann 


If a deal is finalized to bring the show in 


(either from N. Y. or Chicago, where companies are now running), it 
will mark the first time a traveling attraction has been booked into 


the open air theatre in Griffith Park. 


And if Mann gets an okay to 


stage his own local production, it will be the first time a current hit 
has been done at the Greek, where Mann has for three years specialized 


in musical revivals. 


Eddie Foy, Jr., back as comedy lead of “High Button Shoes,” at the 


Great Northern, Chicago, is again 


breaking up the other performers 


with ad lib bits of business. One night recently, for instance, he stopped 
the Bird Watchers’ Society lecture scene by surreptitiously switching 
props so that when he opened the huge suitcase to take out the stuffed 


owl, he released a live duck. 


As the terrified fowl quacked around the 


stage and finally into the wings, the cast and audience had hysterics. 
That’s more or less typical of the comic’s cutups. 


Members of the touring “Heiress” 


company have denied a report in 


last week’s VARIETY about poor morale in the troupe, asserting that 


the “relationship has been singularly pleasant and friendly.” 


Statement 


was signed not only by the cast, company and stage managers and back- 
stage department heads, but even by personal attendants of the three 


One of the signers, incidentally, was the one responsible for the 


Legit Bits 


leads. 
story. 
New York 
Lubov Roudenko, ballerina of 


“Annie Get Your Gun” (Imperial, 
N. Y.), will be married New Year's 
Day to Richard Marks, N. Y. man- 
ufacturer, the wedding being per- 
formed at Greenwich, Conn., in 
the morning so that the dancer 
can be back at the theatre for the 
matinee. 

Radio writer-director Norman 
Cerwin and his wife, Katherine 
Locke, will have leading parts in 
“The Glass House,” by Howard 
Koch and Anne Froelick, which 
Stephen Ames and Charles H. 
Russell are to present on Broad- 
way next spring, with Joseph 
Losey directing Novelist El- 
liot Paul commissioned by Cy 
Feuer and Ernest H. Martin to do 
the book for a new musical localed 
in Paris . John O’Shaughnessy 
is no longer being billed as direc- 


tor of “Jenny Kissed Me,” which 
opens tomorrow night (Thur.) at 
| the Hudson. Co-producer James 


Russo has taken over the staging 
Contrary to report, Nanette 
Fabray has no deal in the works 
for a picture contract to follow h: 
current appearance in “Love Life, 
at the 46th Street, N. Y. 

Claude Horton flew in to N. Y. 
from Honolulu last week, following 
a year’s run in “Under the Coun- 
ter” opposite Cicely Courtneidge 
in Australia and New Zealand. 
Show closed in Adelaide two weeks 
ago. Miss Courtneidge, now vaca- 
tioning in Sydney, will be passing 
through N. Y. about Jan. 3 on her 
way home to London. 


Clarence Derwent, Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic, Gilbert Miller, Theron 
Bamberger, Rosamond Gilder, 
George Freedley and Robert Breen 
will represent the American Na- 
tional Theatre Academy at the 13th 
annual convention of the American 
Educational Theatre Organization, 
Dec. 28-30, in Washington p a 
Shubert is vacationing in Miami 
until mid-January Jack Effrat, 
stage manager of “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” at the Moroseo, N. Y., has 
established a ceremony of giving a 
lollypop to every member of the 
company before performances 
Mrs. Watson Barratt, wife of the 
scene designer has rallied from an- 
other hospital crisis and is back at 
her job of editing the N. Y. Visitor 
mag. 

O'd Town strawhat, at Smith- 
town Branch, L. L, reopened last 
weekend for a show by the Abbe 
Theatre Workshop, N. Y., for the 


” 


benefit of the local Christmas fund. 
Same group repeated the show yes- 
terday (Tues.) for the patients at 
Cancer hospital, N. Y “Uniform 
of Flesh,” dramatization by Louis 
Cox and R. H. Chapman from 
Herman Melville’s novel, “Billy 
Budd.” will be presented the week- 
end of Jan. 29 at Lennox Hill Set- 
tlement House, N. Y., as the second 
play of the Invitational Series of 
the Experimental Theatre, spon- 
sored by ANTA. 

James Thurber to design the 
main curtain for “He and She.” the 
Ken Englund-Vernon Duke-Ogden 
Nash musical, for which Jules 
Munshin has been signed as star, 
with Agnes DeMille directing ... 
Robert Beverly Hale, appointed 
last week the associate curator of 
the new department of American 
art at the Metropolitan Museum, 
N. Y., is a brother of Edward 
Everett Hale, of the Equity staff. 


Chicago 

Cheryl Crawford, producer of 
“Brigadoon,” flew in from Gotham 
to check on Chi company . .. 
Irving Schneider, general man- 
ager of “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
in town looking over Chi company 
Fred Crowe, manager of Er- 
langer theatre, invites four para- 
plegics as his guests every Sat. 
matinee of “Mr. Roberts” . . . Basil 
Rathbone, star of “Heiress,” ad- 
dressed Chi Sales Executives club 

at La Salle hotel recently 
“Man and Superman” opens on 4 
Sunday eve, Dec. 26, because of 
Christmas holidays. | Ordinarily, 
play would have Monday opening, 
and after Sunday performance, 
will discontinue Sunday eve pres- 


entation Ed Wynn’s vaude 
revue definitely set for Jan. 17 at 
Great Northern “Allegro 
skedded for Blackstone — alter 


“Medea” closing, which may be in- 
late Jan. because of good b.o. Fre 
ception for “Medea.” 


Los Angeles 

Pat Engiund, one of the original 
founders of the Coast's Circle 
Players, takes over the lead i 
group’s production of “Rain,” 08 
Dec. 26, replacing June Havoc, who 
goes back to film work. Miss Eng- 
lund has just returned from Lon 
don, where she had the Ado Annie 
role in “Oklahoma!”’ 

Alan Napier will play the role 
of the king in “And So To Bed,” at 
the tiny new Stage theat' Holly 
woed. Eugenie Leontevich, who'l 
star and direct, is operating the 
house with Rita Glover. 
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Madge Evans, actress-wife of¢ 
playwright Sidney Kingsley, has 
collaborated with him in the au- 
thorship of “Detective Story. 
which they will co-produce with 
Leland Hayward. Question of actual 
producer billing for the show isn’t 
set, but the Kingsleys will be part- 
ners in the venture. Miss Evans 
js definitely slated to get co-author 
credit, as well as play the femme} 
lead. 

Kingsley will direct, Boris Aron- 
son will design the setting and the 
venture will be budgeted at 
$75,000. There is no pre-produc- 
tion film deal for the show and no 
picture company money will be in- 
vested, although Joseph Mosko- 
witz, eastern studio representative 
of 20th-Fox, is expected to have a 
personal share. One of the prin- 
cipal backers will probably be 
Howard Cullman. Show is a one- 
setter requiring a cast of about 
95. It’s to go into rehearsal as 
soon as possible, probably right 
after Hayward is finished with the 
Richard Rodgers-Oscar Ham- 


new 
merstain, 2d, musical, ‘South 
Pacific,” of which he’s also a co- 


producer. 

Paul Kelly, currently starring in 
the touring “Command Decision,” 
is being sought for the leading 
male role. Hayward has discussed 
the proposition with Kermit 
Bloomgarden, producer of “Deci- 
sion,” but Kelly’s availability may 
hinge on how long the William 
Wister Haines drama continues on 
the road. Grosses have generally 
been disappointing and, with the 
release date for the picture ver- 
sion moved ahead, bookings for the 
play may be curtailed. 





‘ ? 
SPANISH ‘STREETCAR 
Mexico City, Dec. 14 
Definite click is Spanish version 
of Tennessee Williams’ “A Street- 
car Named Desire,” presented by 
the Teatro de la Reforma ‘(which 
Seki Sano recently organized here) 
at the National Theatre. 
Production, after some annoy- 
ance to customers during the first 
few performances because of de- 
Jays in starting, is now running 
smoothly. Mary Douglas gives an 
outstanding performance. 


2 New Sketches Due 
For ‘Manhattan’ Tour 


Two new sketches and a new 
musical number are going into 
“Make Mine Manhattan” when Bert 
Lahr joins the cast for the road 
tour. Around the same time, but 
possibly before, Jeck Albertson 
succeeds Joshua Shelley as one of 
the featured leads. Revue closes 
Jan. 8 at the Broadhurst, N. Y., and 
Starts its tour with a three-week 
engagement in Boston. Lahr re- 
Places Sid Caesar as star of the 
show, latter being slated to top a 
weekly television show in N. Y. 

New number being inserted is 
called “Manhattan in the Spring,” 
by Arnold B. Horwitt and Richard 

‘wine, who supplied the lyrics 
and music for the original show. 
It will be sung by Jean Jones and 
Earl William. New sketches are 
by Dave Freedman and Nat Brooks, 
respectively. 

“Manhattan” has now earned 
back its entire original investment 
of $165,000. Backers have been 
repaid 75% and the balance is 
ready for distribution. An over- 
Call of 20% was never used and 
Was returned immediately after the 
New York premiere. 


—. 








GRAHAM'S MUSICAL 
PM Graham will clef the score 
Impromptu,” new comedy with 


peek by Sydney Sheldon’ and 
arg Bus-Fekete, slated for a 
‘Pring bow on Broadway. Script 


ane Completed six months ago but 
heen kept shrouded until the deal 
&s made for the music. 


Comedy has a Broadway theatri- 


Cal background. 





Joe Laurie, Jr. 


recalls a classic anthology of 


“Famous Curtain 
Lines”’ 


an editorial feature in the 
43d Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


Play Backers 
Repaid 10G 


Revival of Ferenc Molnar’s “The 
Play’s the’ Thing,” which closed 
Saturday night (18) at the Booth, 
N. Y., has repaid the backers only 
about $10,000 of its original $40.- 
000 investment. Considerable ad- 
ditional money has been earned 
back during the six months on 
Broadway, plus six weeks in Cen- 
tral City, Col., last summer. but 
it has not been distributed. 


Show operated in the red for a 
number of weeks during last sum- 
mer’s boxoffice slump, and has also 
fared poorly during the general 
business decline of recent weeks. 
Production is laying off this week, 
then reopens at the Locust, Phila- 
delphia, and is booked to tour the 
balance of the season. Louis Cal- 
hern is starred. 











James Russo and Michael Ellis 
are the presenters of the revival. 
In association with Gilbert Miller. 





Naples Gets West Opus 


Rome, Dec. 14. 

Mae West is to get on an Italian 
stage—as authoress. Her old play. 
“Sex.” is on the schedule of the 
Cort theatre, Naples. 

It will be staged by Anton Giulio 
Bragaglia, who has _ introduced 
“Our Town,” “The Little Foxes,” 
“Winterset,” “Smilin’ Through,” 
“Seventh Heaven,” “Rain” and 
much of Eugene O'Neill to Italy. 





| Madge Evans Getting Author Credit AW NV WON it 
With Kingsley on ‘Detective Story’ AT NEW TH 





Are the playwrights using new 
tactics in their perennial feud with 
the critics? Are they now trying a 
technique of studied gilence in 
place of the sporadic accusation 
and hyperbole that 
many former seasons? 
is beginning to wonder. 


enlivened so 
Broadway 


Bringing speculation to a 


; 
Lfl1S 


head last week was the failure of 
the Playwrights’ Co. to take dis 
play ads in the dailies, featuring 
favorable critical quotes about 


“Anne of the Thousand Days,” at 
the Shubert. N. Y. Fact that the 
notices were so enthusiastic and 
that the show involves such a large 
Investment (therefore the manage- 
ment presumably would be inclined 
to spend more for exploitation) 
seemed particularly significant. 
One of the notable developments 
of the current season has been a 
shift in the placement of display 
ads for Broadway shows. There has 
been a marked increase in the 
number and size of such ads in the 
Sunday sections prior to openings 
and a decrease in the display space 
used to quote favorable comment 


after the openings. It’s believed un- 
likely that there’s any general 
agreement among managements 


about this, but it’s regarded as sim- 
ply an individual reaction of dif- 
ferent managements to various new 
factors. 

In the case of “Anne,” the de- 
cision not to take extra-space ads 
to display the rave quotes is stated 
to have been for economic reasons. 
Maxwell Anderson, author of the 
play, first mentioned the subject 
before the Broadway opening, is- 
suing instructions that no quotes 
be used, regardless of how the 
show might be received. 

Hayward’s Idea, Too 

The day after the premiere, at 
the usual Playwrights’ Co. meeting, 
co-producer Leland Hayward, who 
was also present, suggested that no 
display ads be used, apparently un- 
aware of Anderson’s previously ex- 
pressed wish along the same lines 
According to Hayward, the cost in- 
volved in extra-space ads, estimat- 
ed at $4,000-$5,000, was more than 
they were worth, especially since 
the “Anne” production had already 


gone over the original budget. 
Members of the Playwrights’ Co. 
agreed. 


Although Anderson has not ex- 
plained his reasons for not wanting 
to use quotes, his attitude may go 
back to his tiff with the critics 


Continued on page 52) 
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Lee Shubert Testifies for Ring In 





Lawrence Langner 


Co-Mng. Director of the 
Theatre Guild 


hos a 
Formula for Prolong- 


ing Longevity of Legit 
2 7 7 


an editorial feature in the 


43d Anniversary Number 
of 
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Unions Eye Hellz 
For Jurisdiction 


Classification of the new Olsen 
and Johnson show, “Hellzapoppin 
of 1949.” has been a matter ot 
concern to theatrical unions. Cast 
is composed mostly of vaudeville- 
nitery performers rather than legit 
players, so the production is con- 
sidered within the jurisdiction of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists instead of Equity. However, 
the company manager and p.a. are 
from the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers 

Production, with a cast of 91, has 
been rehearsing in New York, but 
is slated to leave today ‘(Wed.) for 
Des Moines, where it opens next 
Monday (27). It may play Madison 
Square Garden during the spring 
Company manager is Joe Moss and 
the p.a. is Stan Seiden 











New Coast Musical 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


“Take It From Me,” new _ inti- 
mate musical, will be produced 
here late next month by _ Ross 


Hunter and Jack Mapes. Theatre 
will be inked this Week, deal for 
Fl Patio having fallen through sev- 
eral weeks ago. 


Show. with sketches by Hunter 
and Charles Faber. has been 
budgeted at around $25,000. Coin, 


plus a cushion of some $10,000, 
was raised after a private preview 
of the script at the home of Harold 
Lloyd. 





























OUT SOON! 





NEW YORK 19 
154 W. 46th St. 








Forms closing shortly 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca Sf. 


The 


A3rd Anniversary Number 


OF 


ARIETY 


Special exploitation advantages 


Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 


CHICAGO 1 


Usual Advertising rates prevail 


360 N. Michigan Ave. 


LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 


Trafalgar Square 

















After five days of testimony, 
Carl E. Ring’s $420,000 damage 
suit against the Authors League 
of America and three individual 


i writers continues today (Wed) in 


| 


l S. district court, N. Y., with 
Justice Simon H. Rifkind presid- 
| ing. Plaintiff charges that the 


Dramatists Guild, an affiliate of 


| the League, is an illegal monopo- 
lv. and he seeks triple damages 
for an alleged loss of $140,000 in 








the production of “Stovepipe Hat” 
four years ago 


Ring was on the stand from the 


start of trial last Wednesday (15) 
through Monday (20), explaining 
how he took over control of 


“Stovepipe” from Irving Gaumont, 
after investing $50,000 in the pro- 
duction. He charged that the 
Guild’s minimum basic agreement 
prevented him from _ making 
changes in the show which would 
have made it a hit and, as a re- 
sult, that he was forced to close 
it during the Boston tryout. The 
co-authors, Harold Spina, Edward 
Heyman and Walter Hannan, co- 
defendants in the suit, refused to 
waive their rights under the Guild 
agreement to permit him to make 
the revision he wanted, he said 
Lee Shubert was a witness: for 
Ring yesterday (Tues.), testifying 
that it is frequently “impossible” 
to produce a play under the mini- 
mum basic agreement. E. S. Green- 


baum, attorney for the League, 
sought to show that the Guild is 
not a monopoly, forcing Shubert 


to admit that the production of 
“Hellzapoppin,” in which the Shu- 
berts were associated with Olson 
& Johnson in 1938, was not cov- 
ered by the agreement. However, 
the producer argued that the show 


was merely a “comedy sketch,” 
not a play. Anyway, he said, Ol- 
son and Johnson’ subsequently 


joined the Guild, so that their 
later shows were produced under 
Guild regulations 

Heyman, appearing in his own 
behalf, was permitted to testify 
vesterday so he could return im- 
mediately to his home on the 
Coast. He told of Ring’s “unrea- 
sonable” attitude regarding script 
changes during the Boston tryout 
of the show. The other defendants, 
plus Robert E. Sherwood, former 
Guild president, and Luise M. Sill- 
cox, League executive - secretary, 
are expected to be called some- 
time this week. Among the name 
authors in court have been Moss 
Hart, current Guild prez; George 


S. Kaufman, Mare Connelly and 
Milton Pascal. 
Ring’s attorney is Altred_ S. 


Julien, while Philip P. Wittenberg 
represents the three authors and, 
besides Greenbaum, the League is 
represented by M. Rosenman, M. 
Ross and A. Lindey, with Edward 
Colton, Guild attorney, present. 


LAWRENCE TURNS ‘TIDE’ 
INTO A LONDON HIT 


London, Dec. 21. 
Gertrude Lawrence won an ova- 
tion for her performance in 
Daphne du Maurier’s “September 





Tide,” which bowed at the Ald- 
wych Wednesday (15). In making 
her first appearance here in 12 


years, the actress was universally 
acclaimed but the play itself isn't 
considered werihy of its star. Play 
should run on star’s draw. 

Preem at the Aldwych was pre- 
ceded by a lensthy tour of the 
provinces. Receipts from these 
situations were sufficient to defray 
the cost of production. 





Prince Littler Seeks 


‘Love Life’ for London 


Lou Wilson, personal rep of Lon- 
don legit producer Prince Littler, 
planed into N. Y. over the week- 
end to negotiate a deal with Cheryl 
Crawford for a British production 
of “Love Life,’ current on Broad- 
way. 

Wilson will also look over other 
shows and is expected to sign the 
leads for the forthcoming London 
version of ‘Brigadoon,’ which Lit- 
tler is doing in April. 
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American Plays Dot Schedules Of 
Most Italo Theatres This Year 


Rome, Dec. 10. * 
Many American plays will be 
staged during the current season 
throughout Italy. Nearly all the 40 
or more metropolitan or touring 
companies have at least one Amer- 
ican work in their repertory. 
While Laura Adani has in rehear- ! 
sal Garson Kanin’s “Born Yester- 
day” and John Van Druten’s “The 
Voice of the Turtle,’”’ Lamberto 
Picasso is prepping Robert Sher- 


wood’s “Idiot's Delight.” Tatiana 
Pavlova plans to produce Robin- 
son Jeffers’ ‘Medea,’ and Anton 
Giulio Bragaglia will stage Mae 
West's “Sex” and Clifford Odets’ 
“Golden Boy.” Another Odets’ 
play, “Awake and Sing,” is an- 


nounced by the Genoa Art Theatre 
Thornton Wilder’s “The Skin of 
Our Teeth,” Elmer Rice's “Street 
Scene” and Eugene O’Neill’s “The 
Iceman Cometh” are on the Rome 
Art Theatre schedule. 

Most awaited play is Tennessee 
Williams’ “A Streetcar Named De- 
sire,” due at the Elisco theatre, 
here, by the same director, Luchino 
Visconti, and witl. the same thesps, 
Rina Morelli and Paolo Stoppa, 
who did “The Glass Menagerie” 
two years ago. 


Mielziner to Help Design 
Pittsburgh Playhouse 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Jo Mielziner, the scenic designer, 
has been hired by Pittsburgh 
Playhouse to aid in drafting plans 
for the new $1,000,000 community 
theatre which will go up in next 
couple of years on a site close by 
present structure. Mielziner will 
collaborate on the project with 
architects Charles N. and Edward 
Stotz, but specifically will work on 
interior plans, decorations, color 
schemes, furnishings and backstage 
equipment. 











Shows in Rehearsal 


“All for Love’—Sammy Lam- 
bert & Anthony B. Farrell. 
“Figure of a Girl” (formerly 


“Emperor of China”) — Theatre 
Guild. 

“Leaf and Bough’—Charles P. 
Heidt. 

“Rape of Lucretia” — Ewings - 
Cardelli. 

“Shop at Sly 
Gaither. 

“Smile of the World” — Play- 
wrights’ Co. 





Corner” — Gant | 





| 
Pvt. Dates Balk Regular | 


Pitt Booking for Wynn Unit 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 


It’s still possible Nixon, local 
legit house, will get “Ed Wynn’s 


Laugh Carnival’ later in the sea- 
son though vaude show has been 
set for Syria Mosque here the 
nights of Jan. 25-26-27. Revue was 
booked there by Joe Hiller. Pitts- 
burgh agent, for a flat guarantee 
and will be performed privately 
for members of the Shrine and 
their families. 

Shrine annually puts on several 
entertainments for Shriners, but 
this is the first time an intact pro- 
duction, which ordinarily would go 
to Nixon, has been the booking. 
Usually they have number of 
names and several cafe acts. 

Whether Nixon will take a 
chance later on “Laugh Carnival” 
hasn’t been determined yet, since 
Mosque performances will play to 
around 12,000 persons in three 
nights, and big percentage of this 
audience would be legit potentials 
locally. Understood guarantee for 
Wynn troupe at Mosque is $5,000 
per night. 
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Bernstein. 


ston Repertory Theatre Asks 
ANTA to Send the U. S. Marines 





Chi New Year’s Hikes 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 








STEVE COCHRAN 


Appearing with MAE WEST in 
“DIAMOND LIL” as “The handsome 
Juarez.” One of the important lead- 


ing men in her life. 





= 


N. Y. Ballet Co. Skeds 


Midwinter Season 


The recently-formed N. Y. City 
Ballet Co., which gave Monday and 
Tuesday evening performances at 
City Center, N. Y., for several 
weeks this fall, has scheduled a 
midwinter season at the Center in 
January. Troupe will give two sets 
of five performances each, Thurs- 
days through Sundays, Jan. 13-16 
and Jan. 20-23, with two perform- 
ances each on Sundays. 

Booking will come in between 
legit engagements of “The Me- 
dium” and “Carousel,” thus help- 
ing to fill up the slack in the 
Center’s season. It’s also in way of 
an experiment, to see if the new 
company can draw better in the 
Thursday-Sunday schedule of book- 
ings than it did Mondays-Tuesdays, 
considered the worse’ boxoffice 
nights of the week at the Center. 
Troupe reportedly lost $2,000 a 
week this fall. 








Manager, Pressagent, Treasurer Assignments of 1948-49 


New Year’s eve price hikes for 


‘legit theatres will average around 


$2 at the five houses. Selwyn the- 
atre’s hike will be $2.40 for all 


| seats for film ‘Red Shoes.” 


“Streetcar Named Desire” at 
Harris will have a $6.18 top, ditto 
for “Man and Superman” at Great 
Northern and probably “Medea,” 
at Blackstone if it stays. “Mr. Rob- 
erts” ups to $7.20 from a $4.33 top, 
while “Brigadoon” goes from $4.94 
to $7.42. 





Turhan Bey-Claire Luce 
In ‘Jealousy’ 1-Niter 


Revival of “Jealousy,” to Cco- 
star Turhan Bey and Claire Luce, 
is being readied by Charles G. 
Stewart for a tour of one-nighters 
in New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and Massachu- 
setts, in a tieup with Jealousy per- 
fumes. Show is budgeted at $20,- 
000 and investors are being sought 
by mail, with applications referred 
to the Sidney Fleisher-Edward 
Colton law office. 

As outlined in a brief prospectus, 
the tour is to open Jan. 29 in 
Princeton, thereafter playing Hart- 
ford, Springfield, New Haven, Al- 
lentown, Reading, Wilmington, 
Williamsport, Elmira, Itahaca, 
Utica and winding up Feb. 19 in 
Schenectady. “Jealousy” was last 
presented on Broadway under the 
title, “Obsession,” in the fall of 
1946, with Basil Rathbone and 
Eugenie Leontovich co-starred. 
The original production, co-star- 
ring John Halliday and Fay Bain- 
ter, was in the fall of 1928. 


New York and the road) for the season of 1948-49, as compiled by the 


r Pressagent 


Boxoffice Staff 


.Claude Greneker.. ii kicks <dewie cae Al Hildreth, Mary Ackley 

(Joseph Conkle, apprentice) 

Oe gy) ern eeee-Irving Keyser, Gordon Kramer, Rod 

(June Greenwall, associate) McMahon 

SHEE, WROTE 0.0 050.5550 065050040% Lillian Peabody, Mildred Anker, Nellie 
Beamish 

Pee ENN 15.36 s sed sN a auaneaeeeend Betty Barker, Jack Melnick 

ef eo re errr Max Sagar, Kathryn Walsh 


(Richard Williams, associate) 


Bo ie Oa ere cee eee ee cree Murray Helwitz, Harry Snowden 


(Mary March, associate) 


Po. 2 eeese-Dorothy Chamberlain, Elizabeth Archer 


(Frank Goodman, associate) 


.Leonard Sang...... Sam Schwartz...... Dag BO” 5 a era aa ea Thomas Brotherton, Marie Dickson 





+ Boston, Dec. 21, 


Tipoff on Boston Repertory Co! 
awkward financial situation came 
with the arrival in town of 
couple of reps of American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy, in re. 
sponse to the company’s plea for 
ANTA sponsorship, a Situation 
that involves financial support 
The company had obtained ANTA's 
endorsement before opening, but 
endorsement offers no allocation 
of funds. Figured here the ANTA 
men, one of whom was Dick Beck- 
hard, after looking the Situation 
over, would not recommend Spon- 
sorship to the ANTA board. 

There has been plenty of diver. 
gence in point of view concerning 
the operation of the company 
The outfit claimed to have raised 
upwards of $30,000 in Boston 
social circles for founding the ex. 
periment. The idea was to raise 
enough to guarantee a 10 - week 
tryout. It is now believed that this 
sum was not raised save on paper. 

Company started off with “The 
Road to Rome,” which it ran for 
two weeks. First week looked 
fairly promising, but second was a 
dud. “Heartbreak House” fo]. 
lowed, and Mady Christians in the 
cast helped rebuild the audience 
Gerald Savory’s own “George and 
Margaret” followed to no biz, and 
then “Payment Deterred,” ditto. 





Skinner-Freyman Buy 


Allen’s Olney Interest 
Washington, Dec. 21. 

Redge Allen, co-producer with 
Richard Skinner and Evelyn Frey- 
man at the Olney theatre, Olney 
Md., last summer, has sold his in- 
terest to the other two. Skinner, 
now company manager for the The- 
atre Guild’s “The Silver Whistle” 
|}at the Biltmore, N. Y., and Miss 
Freyman, prez of Washington local 
| of American Federation of Radio 
| Artists, will again operate the 
| Strawhat next summer, with Skin- 
|ner also in as general manager. 
| Allen, staff announcer at WTOP 
here, plans a trip abroad hext sum- 
mer. 

Strawhat will open a 15-week 
season May 27, ’49. S. Syrjala will 
return to do the scenery, and Peg- 
8y Murrey, now on tour as Stage 
manager of “OQ Mistress Mine,” 
will be back as stage manager, 
| C. Y. Stephens, D. C. dairy tycoon, 
who owns the theatre building and 
8rounds, will build a swimming 
pool adjacent to the theatre for 
benefit of the actors. 


| Skinner, in between his “Silver 
| Whistle” duties, is also giving a 
|10-week course on summer theatre 
| Management for the American 
Theatre Wing's GI professional 


training program. Session started 
last week in N. Y. 


| 
| 
| 





Otello As Dallas Opener 

nts Dallas, Dec. 21. 
Verdi's “Otello” will open Dallas’ 
1949 Metropolitan Opera season 
here April 22-24. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Variety's 
poxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


This Last 

Season Season | 
Number of shows NN Sees ot On eg 28 27 
Total weeks played so fer by all showsé........... 562 658 


Total gross for al current shows 


last week... $585,000 $557,500 


Total season’s gross so far for all shows... . $14,154,100 $13,952,400 


Number of new productions so far 


itedavkekese ees 31 30 











But ‘Roberts 266, 


Chicago, Dec, 21. *¢ 
Yuletide activities are being felt 
in final shopping _ week before 
Xmas, with b.o. taking slight dip. 
However, advance sales for New 
Year's Eve are near sellout for 
“Streetcar Named Desire and 
“Mr. Roberts,” with ‘Medea’ and 
“Brigadoon” also getting nice play. 
New York City Opera Co. closed 
Sunday (19), having chalked up 
heavy returns in 19 performances 
despite holiday season. “Heiress 
shuttered Sat. (18) after seven 
weeks, making room for film “Red 
Shoes,” which has midwest preem 
here Thursday (23). Pic is a first 
for legiter Selwyn theatre and is 
in for indefinite stay. ‘High But- 
ton Shoes” vacates Great Northern 
theatre after lengthy 31l-week stay, 
Xmas day, with “Man and Super- 
man” opening on “Shoes” heels 
Dec. 26. “Brigadoon” has likeli- 
hood of staying beyond original 
Jan. 8 closing date, depending on 
biz the next few weeks. “Com- 
mand Decision” pulls out of 
Studebaker Dec. 25. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Brigadoon,” Shubert (11th 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Visitors and 
conventioneers hypoing pre-Xmas 


week slump. Still profitable 
$26,500. 
“Command Decision,” Stude- 


baker (6th week) 
Just under $11,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (31st week) (1,500; $6.18). 
In last week and _ still holding 
steadily. Nice $26,000. 

“Heiress,” Selwyn (7th week) | 
(1,000; $3.71). Closed Dec. 18, with | 
fine $15,500 last week. 

“Medea,” Blackstone (4th week) 
(1,358: $4.40). Raves aiding holi- 
day slump. Fine $17,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (14th 
week) (1,334; $4.33).°° Still near 
capacity, despite seasonal trends; 
topped $26,000. 

New York City Opera, Civic 
Opera House (2nd week) (3,800; 
$4.94). Closed Sunday (19). 
Chalked up $60,200 in nine last 
performances, $142,900 during 19| 
offerings. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- | 
ris (12th week) (1,000; $4.33). Also. 
holding well, with good matinee | 
play; not quite $17,000. | 


(1,237; $4.33). | 





EAR’ PICKS UP AGAIN | 
AS L.A. RUN NEARS END. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

“Final weeks” sign hanging in 
front of Las Palmas upped the 
Lend an Ear” take last week, in-| 
dication that the show was closing | 
its local run apparently slightly 
Offsetting the usual pre-Yule 
slump. “Blackouts,” however, con-| 
tinued to dip. 

Town comes to life again Christ- 
mas night when “Show Boat” 
opens at the Philharmonic and 


“Now Is the Winter” rekindles the 
Coronet. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(339th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Down to 
$15.500 but still in the black. 

Lend an Ear,” Las Palmas (27th 
wk) (388; $3). Up a notch to al-. 
most $6,500 with announcement 
that run ends Jan. 8. Eastern 


notices reprinted here also helped | 
some. 





Omaha’s Brandeis Mulls 
Part-Time Legit Dates 


B ; Omaha, Dec. 21. 
randeis theatre, after 15 years 
7 Straight pictures may revert to 
ae part stage programs. J. J. 
rt inbach, RKO division manager 
; ' Chicago was here recently 
= admitted that the company 
—_e with the idea of bring- 
n some stage attractions. The 
fc andeis Was a legitimate theatre 
wen years, | 
ristates has been bringing in 
per Shows but on a very skimpy 
ae = Last season only three 
‘gl rought to town, and so far 
= year two have been in and two 
re are. booked. 


Seasonal Lull Wallops Chi B.0., 


Brigadoon’ $26,500 





rest) 


$35,000 at 


mT ‘ 
Evans-‘Superman’ Neat 
$21,000 in St. Louis 
St. Louis. Dec. 2] 

Clicking with natives and crix, 
“Man and Superman,” George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s comedy, wound up a 
successful one-week stand at the 
American theatre Saturday (18). 
The 1,700-seat house was scaled to 
$3.81, and eight performances 
grossed approximately $21,000. 
Plenty of plaudits were tossed by 
the crix to Maurice Evans. 

Basil Rathbone, Beatrice Straight 
and Patricia Collinge head the cast 
of “The Heiress,” which opened a 
one-weeker Sunday (19) at the 
American. 


Kate Gets Plenty 
Kisses in Philly, 
41G; 5th Ave. 176 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

The pre-holiday blues have kept 
two of the city’s four legit houses 
dark this week and another (For- 
tenantless until Saturday 
(Xmas) night. Last-named_ gets 
Mae West's revival of “Diamond 
Lil” for two weeks. | 


The other three houses have 
openings skedded Monday (27). 
“The Play’s the Thing,” with Louis 
Calhern, comes into the Locust, 
the Playwrights’ production § of 
Garson Kanin’s new comedy, 





|“Smile of the World,’’ is listed for 


the Walnut, and “High Button 
Shoes” (Chicago company) is set 
for the Shubert. 

Last week’s biz was terrific for 
“Kiss Me, Kate” and poor for the 
rest. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Kiss Me, Kate” Shubert (3rd) 


week) (1,877; $4.55) in 2nd full | 


session (musical originally opened | 
on a Thursday), this smash hit re- | 
ported near $41,000. | 

“Along 5th Avenue” Forrest , 
(3rd week) (1,766; $4.55) Idea of | 
holding musical for extra week 
didn’t work out. Weak $17,000 al- 
though show reported in much bet- 
ter shape. y 

“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook,” Walnut 
(2nd week) (1,340; $3.25). This one 
never got started, with praise by 
crix of star, Ernest Truex, not 
enough to offset pans of show. 
Under $3,000. 

“QO, Mistress Mine,’ Locust (2nd 
week) (1,580; $3.25). Notices okay 
for this one, but biz never mounted 
to much. Off in final stanza to less 
than $8,000. 


‘Allegro’ Smash $35,000 | 
In. Week at Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 
Reopening Nixon after a_ fort- 





| night shutdown, “Allegro” was a 


smash hit last week, getting almost 
$4.55 top. Theatre 
Guild musical played here under 
Guild-ATS auspices, which held 
gross down at least couple of grand 
on account of reduced prices for 
subscription tickets. 

Show was practically a sellout 
even before curtain went up, and 
there were virtually no seats left 
by opening day. “Allegro had 
originally been booked for two 
weeks but producers were afraid 
of pre-Xmas period here and cut 
the engagement in half. 

Nixon currently has “Desert 
Song,” gets “Finian’s Rainbow 


Monday (27) for two weeks and 
then Frank Fay in “Harvey” Jan. 
10. Joe E. Brown companys plaved 
here three weks last year and sold 
‘eut entire engagement. 


j 


Mae West-‘Lil’ Hotcha 


$20,400 in Montclair; 


Advance Sale Grows 


Montclair, N. J., Dee. 21. 

Mae West cracked through with 
a gross of just over $20,400 last 
week at the Montclair theatre, con- 
cluding her three-week engage- 
ment in “Diamond Lil.”” Show lays 
off this week for recasting and re- 
hearsal, reopening Saturday night 
(25) in Philadelphia with a new 
physical production. 

More than $8,000 in mail orders 
were reportedly on hand last week 
for the Philly engagement, on the 
basis of only a single ad in the 
local dailies. It’s expected that 
the three-week stay there will open 
with an advance of about $15,000, 
including mail orders from ads in 
the weekend dailies and boxoffice 
sales 

With no advertising at all so 
ar, there’s a reported mail order 
engagement, to follow Philadel- 
phia Only ballyhoo for Miss 
West’s appearance has a lobby dis- 
play. On the strength of this out- 
of-town boxoffice showing, pro- 
ducer Al Rosen may bring the show 
directly to Broadway after the Bai- 
timore date. That would involve 
cancelling tentative bookings on 
the road through next May. 


$1,500 Guarantee 

Mae West’s contract for the 
“Diamond Lil” revival gives her a 
guarantee of $1,500 a week against 
10°¢o off the top if the gross reaches 
$20,000. She’s gotten the percen- 
tage figure every week so far. 

Production is capitalized at 
$35,000, with Rosen the sole gen- 
eral partner and 22 limited part- 
ners Latter include Albert H. 
Lewis, associated in the operation 
of the Montclair theatre, $700; Eva 
Lewis, his wife, $350; Arthur Klar, 
souvenir booklet publisher, $2,100; 


James Scheuer, also associated 
in the Montclair theatre, $350; 
Charles Tobias, songwriter, $700; | 


Clarice Rosen, the producer’s wife, 
$700; Harry Ames, talent agent, 
$700; Lee Posner, pressagent and 
amusement editor of Il Progresso, 
$700; Janet Cohen, author’s agent, 
$525; Dorothy Brooks, wife of the 
show’s accountant, $700; Andrew 
Geoly, of Eaves costumes, $4,900; 
Anne O. Colton. wife of theatrical 
attorney Edward Colton, $1,050; 
Eunice Healey, 


Herbert J. Freezer, manufacturer 
and theatre investor, $6,125. 

Partnership agreement author- 
izes a 3314°  overcall and does not 
prohibit transfer or substitution of 
limited partnerships. 


Hub Hobbled: 
Jenny NG 36, 
‘Lucia’ $6,500 


Boston, Dec. 21. 


Slowest legit week since the sea- 
son began was registered last 
week, only four houses _ being 
lighted and none of them doing 
real biz. Theatre Guild show, 
“Make Way for Lucia,” was 
politely thumbed down and did biz 
only on account of subscription 
backlog. Others just about got by. 

Season resumes in high this 
week with four new entries, Black- 
stone returning to the Colonial, 
“Along Fifth Avenue” debuting at 
the Shubert. “The Skin of Our 
Teeth” in for two weeks at the 
Copley, and “The Shop at Sly 
Corner” bowing Christmas night 
at the Wilbur. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert 
‘9th week) (1.750; $4.80). Final 
week held to an estimated $17,500, 
and show moved out. “Along Fifth 
Avenue” opens tonight (Tues.). 

‘Heartbreak House,” Copley (Ist 
week) (1.200; $2.25). Fifth Boston 
Repertory Co. try was a return en- 
gagement of the only show this 
outfit has put on that paid off. Re- 
turn, however, registered only so- 
so $3,000. 

“Jenny Kissed Me,” Plymouth 
(2d week) (1.200; $3.60). This one 
has been largely recast here but 
it’s still having its b.o. troubles, 
the second week estimated at 
nearly $3,000. 

“Make Way for Lucia,” Colonial 
(Ist week) (1,500; $3.60). Guild has 
had its ups and downs here this 
season. and this contribution is dis- 
tinctly not one of its ups. Didn't 
fare well at the hands of the crix 
or at the boxoffice. Estimated 
$6.500. on subscriptions chiefly. } 





actress-producer, | 
$1,400; Jackie Kelk, actor, $350; | 


Bway Biz Brutal, See Upturn By 


Weekend: Snowstorm Wallops B.0.: 
‘Anne’ 27G, ‘Edward’ SRO $27,500 


Business was brutal last week | 
on Broadway, with poor weather 
aggravating the traditional pre- 
Christmas slump. Only one show, 
“Edward, My Son,” went clean at 
all performances. In some cases 
the resuits tended to be ruinous as 
grosses fell far below operating 
levels. 

Conditions were expected to im- 
prove somewhat this week, but the 
heavy snowstorm Sunday (19) hit 
attendance again, and _ prospects 
are dubious for the next few days 
Weather and other conditions per- 
mitting, the seasonal upturn may 
start Friday night (24), the week- 
end being expected to offset the 
traditional Christmas Eve lull. Be- 
ginning Saturday night (25) and 
continuing through next week, re- 
ceipts will probably hit the sea- 
son’s peak, if the business pattern 
follows precedent 

Three shows closed Saturday 
night (18), “Bravo,”’ at the Lyceum; 
“The Play’s the Thing,” at the 
Booth, and the twin-bill ‘“Respect- 
ful Prostitute’ -‘‘Hope Is the 
Thing.” at the Cort. This week’s 
two openings are ‘““Make Way for 
Lucia.’ tonight (Wed.) at the Cort 
and “Jenny Kissed Me,” tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) at the Hudson. 

Six premieres are listed for next 
week, as follows: “Oh, Mr 
Meadowbrook.” Sunday night (26) 
at the Golden; “The Victors.” the 
same night at New Stages; ‘‘Mad- 
woman of Chaillot,’”’ Monday night 
(27) at the Belasco; “Don’t Listen, 
Ladies,’ Tuesday night (28) at the 
Booth; “Rape of Lucretia.’”’ Wed- 
nesday night (29) at the Ziegfeld, 
and “Kiss Me, Kate,” Thursday 
night (30) at the Century. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M, (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert 
(2d wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). New Max- 
well Anderson play getting away to 
strong start in face of general 
slump, first full week bringing 
$27,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(136th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Hold- 
over musicals were among the 
shows that felt the adverse condi- 
tions most severely; plummeted to 
$16,500. 

“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (5th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 
Bobby Clark starrer had a few 
empty seats at several perform- 
ances, but mopped up at $52,800. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (150th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Garson Kanin’s 
laff standout was also hit by the 


_slump, sliding to $9,500. 


“Bravo,” Lyceum (6th wk) (CD- 
993: $4.80). Edna Ferber-George S. 
Kaufman play tossed in the towel 
Saturday night (18) after 44 per- 


formances; loss involved about 
$100,000; final week registered 
mild $11,000. 

“Don’t Listen, Ladies,’ Booth 


(C-712; $4.80). Lee Ephraim and 
the Shuberts present Guy Bolton- 
Stephen Powys adaptation of Sacha 
Guitry farce, opens Tuesday (28). 

“Edward, My Son,” Beck (12th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Henry Sher- 
ek’s London import was the only 
show to go clean at every perform- 
ance, aided by the huge advance 
sale; nearly $28,000. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Morosco 
(5th wk) (CD-931; $4.80). Made- 
leine Carroll draw helped offset 
the general down-trend; topped 
$22,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (217th wk) 
(C-921; $4.20). Two-for-ones were 
a help against the slump condi- 
tions, but the Mary Chase comedy 
eased again to under $8,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
‘(63d wk) (M-1,900; $6). Another 
holdover musical that felt the pre- 
vailing decline; dropped to $28.700. | 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (26th | 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Spectacle will 
give two performances a day, Mon- | 
day (27) included, starting Satur- 
day (25) and extending through | 
Jan. 2; eight performances last} 
week brought mild $29,000. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (34th 
wk) (R-1,659; $6). Holdover musi- 
cal also felt the downbeat; ebbed 
to just below $22,000. 

“Jenny Kissed Me,” Hudson 
(D-1,057; $4.80). Michael Ellis and 
James Russo, in association with 
Alexander H. Cohen and Clarence 
M. Shapiro, present play by Jean 
Kerr, opens tomorrow night 
(Thur.). 

“Lend an Ear,” National (1st wk) 
(R-1,172; $6). New intimate revue | 
preemed Thursday night (16) to 
favorable reviews; off to promising 
start; first four performantes got 
$14.200. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire (9th 


wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). A few empty 
seats at the midweek matinee, but 
otherwise theatre parties helped 
sell out all performances; $23,900. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (5th 
wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). New Moss 
Hart click continued strong in the 
rough going, having empty seats 
at matinees, but got $24,800. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (11th wk) 
(M-1,.319: $6) Cheryl Crawford 
musical felt the down-draft, slip- 
ping to over $29,000 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belasco 
D-1,077: $4.80). Alfred de Liagre, 
Ji present Maurice Valency’s 
adaptation of Jean Giradoux play; 
opens Monday night (27) 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (49th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Jo- 
seph Hyman revue is getting Bert 
Lahr as star and _ several cast 
changes, plus new material for the 
tour; dropped to about $13,200 

“Make Way for Lucia,” Cort (CD- 
1,064; $4.80). Theatre Guild pre- 
sentation of John van Druten dram- 
atization of stories by E. F. Ben- 
son, opens tonight (Wed.) 

“Medium” and “Telephone,” City 
Center (2d wk) (O-3,025; $3). Opera 
twin-bill revival eased a bit in the 
general decline, being particularly 
hit the day of the big storm, Sun- 
day (19); nearly $18,000 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (44th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Smash play 
by Thomas Heggen and Joshua Lo- 
gan failed to go clean for the first 
time, having a few empty seats at 
the Wednesday (15) matinee and 
getting less standee trade, but 
bounded back Monday night (20); 
about $34,000. 

“My Romance,” Adelphi (9th wk) 
(O-1,434; $4.80). Shubert operetta 
also suffered in the general slide; 
also suffered in the general slide; 
$19.500. 

“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook,” Golden 
(C-1,057; $4.80). John Yorke pre- 
sents play by Ronald Telfer-Pau- 
line Jamerson, opens Sunday night 
(26). 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (11th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Also took it 
on the jaw, but still got ample 
profit at $17,800. 

“Red Gloves,” Mansfield (2d wk) 
(D-1,041; $4.80). Charles Boyer 
name, plus theatre parties proving 
a help against the general slump; 
almost $25,500. 

“Respectful Prostitute,’ and 
“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (45th 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Final week 
held up fairly well in face of pre- 
vailing conditions, closed Saturday 
(18); about $9,000. 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (4th 
wk) (C-920; $4.80). Theatre Guild 
subscriptions were a moderating 
factor for this new comedy; nearly 
$18,000. 

“Small Wonder,” Coronet (14th 
wk) (R-998; $6). Intimate musical 
has slipped recently, and is now 
trying Sunday performances; slated 
to vacate the house in February; 
under $10,000. 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire,” 
Barrymore (55th wk) (D-1,064; 
$4.80). Failed to go clean at all per- 
formances for the second consecu- 
tive week, but plenty of profit at 
$25,000. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Music 
Box (llth wk) (D-1,012; $4.80). Slid 
again, but slated to continue in- 
definitely; just under $9,000. 

“The Play’s the Thing,’ Booth 
(31st wk) (C-712; $4.80). Revival 
closed Saturday night (18); got 
mild $6,900. 

“The Victors,” New Stages (D- 
299; $3). New Stages presents 
Thornton Wilder adaptation of play 
by Jean-Paul Sartre, opens Sunday 
night (26). 

“Where’s Charley,” St. James 
(10th wk) (M-1,509; $6. Musical 
fared pretty well in the rough con- 
ditions; nearly $34,000. 


‘SHOW BOAT’ NG 156 
IN 4TH WEEK, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Frisco’s only legit, “‘“Show Boat,” 
which shuttered Sun. (19), chalked 
up a poor $15,000 for its fourth 
week at the Curran (1,776; $2.69). 

The Curran will remain dark 
until Sunday (26), when George 
White will preem his vaude-revue 
with a $2.50 top. “Dante” opens 
the same night (26) at the Geary 
(1,550; $2.50) for two weeks. 








Boomer’s New Post 
Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Formerly with Columbia Con- 
certs, C. Eastman Boomer joined 
James A. Davidson Management 
Inc., as executive in charge of 
sales. 
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Play on Broadway 


. 
Lend An Ear 

William R. Katzell-Franklin Gilbert- 
William Eythe production of revue in two 
acts Sketches, lyrics and music by 
Charles Gaynor: additional sketches by 
Joseph Stein and Will Glickman. Directed 
by Hal Gerson; choreography. Gower 
Champion: costumes, settings and lighting 
by Raoul Pene DuBois: musical direction, 
George Bauer; orchestrations, Clare 
Grundman: production under supervision 
of Gower Champion. Opened at National, 
N. Y., Dee. 16, °48: $6 top ($7.20 open- 
ing). 

Cast: Yvonne Adair, Ann Renee Ander- 
son, Dorothy Babbs, Carol Channing, Al 
Checco, Robert Dixon, Wiiliam Eythe, 
Nancy Franklin, Antoinette Guhlke, 
George Hall, Gloria Hamilton, Bob Herget, 
Beverly Hosier, Jenny Lou Law, Arthur 
Maxwell. Tommy Morton, Gene Nelson, 
Bob Scheerer, Jeanine Smith, Lee Stacy, 
Larry Stewart. 


After kicking around the trvout 
marts since 1941, ‘“‘Lend An Ear” 
has finally reached Broadway 
Highly touted out of town in its 
more recent showings, “Ear” has 
enough ingredients tor the _ hit 
class. It hos some engaging young 
seovle headed by film actor William 
Eythe. who is also one of the three 
co-producers, and the Charles 
Gaynor sketches and songs are 
original and entertaining. 

In some instances the material 
is better than the people who en- 
act it, but Evthe and Carol Chan- 
ning are standouts. Eythe has a 
sharp sense of delivery, and he 
and Miss Channing have a par- 
ticu'ar'y funny scene in the second 


act when they do a takeoff on 
husband-wife theatregoers. The 
first-act finale, “The Gladiola Girl,” 
a lampoon of a 1925 road company 
musical, is hilarious, while a satire 
on a psychiatrist and a_ patient 
early in the first act also clicks. 

A first-act scene wherein Miss 
Channing and George Hall play a 
wedded pair who take the column- 
ists too literally, is another clever 
piece, as written by Joseph Stein 
and Will Glickman. “When Some- 
one You Love Loves You,” sung by 
Gloria Hamilton and Robert Dixon, 
and danced by Antoinette Guhlke 
and Gene Nelson, is a good pace- 
changer in the first act. 

The second act has a tough time 
following the fine first, but there 
are a couple of numbers in the 
second. namely the _ theatregoer 
sketch and the operatic takeoff, 
that score. In the latter Miss 
Channing is especially good 

Performers who generally acquit 
themselves well are Dorothy Babbs, 
Robert Dixon, Arthur Maxwell, 
Bob Herget. Tommy Morton, Bob 
Scheerer, Yvonne Adair, Gene Nel- 
son and George Hall. 

Gower Champion has staged the 
production, while Hal Gerson di- 
rected the straight material. Cos- 
tumes, by Raoul Pene Du Bois, 
show little imagination, and the 
lighting opening night was some- 
what faulty. Kahn. 
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three seasons ago, after the flop 
of his “Truckline Cafe.’’ During 
that controversy, when various peo- 
ple were deploring the “dictatorial” 
power of the critics, it was pointed 
out that producers have been partly 
responsible for the critical buildup 
by publishing quotes from favor- 
able reviews. 

In Anderson's case, his reference 
at that time to the critics as the 
“Jukes family of journalism” was 
merely one instance of his long- 
harbored and frequently-expressed 
resentment against them, or at 
least condemnation of their weight 
in the Broadway theatre. Various 
other authors, including Elmer 
Rice, also a Playwrights’ member, 
have sounded off against the re- 
viewers from time to time, too. 
So have producers, directors and 
actors. 

Moss Hart, whose “Light Up the 
Sky,” at the Royale, N. Y., re- 
ceived generally cordial notices re- 
cently, has since privately suggest- 
ed to friends that the existing criti- 
cal setup should be changed. The 
dramatist argued that, under exist- 
ing conditions, with all the reviews 
published the same day, the impact 
is overwhelming. The result, he 
said, is unfair to the hits as well 
as to ops. His explanation is that 
a simultaneous barrage of pans in- 
evitably kills a show, even if the 
public might otherwise support it. 
In the case of a hit, the raves, 
coming all at once, don’t do as 
much good as if they were spread 
out over 6 period of weeks. 

Would Cover Different Showings 

According to those he’s talked to 
about it, Ha: believes that an ar- 
rangement might be worked out 
for various critics to cover differ- 
ent performances of new shows, so 
that their reviews would be stag- 
gered instead of all coming out 
the same day. Or that the dailies 
might agree to a staggered publi- 
cation schedule of reviews. 

Other authors have argued that 
no such system would be accepta- 
ble to the dailies, on the ground 

















A MERRY XMAS AND 
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HARRY MEYER 
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Playwrights Brushing? 
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that legit openings are news and 
should be published immediately. 
But Hart has insisted that if the 
publishers were approached prop- 
erly, they might be persuaded to 
try it. However, he has made none 
of these suggestions publicly and 
has, in fact, disclaimed any specific 
ideas on the subject. 

The use of display ads prior to 
openings rather than afterward is 
generally figured to be related to 
the growth of theatre party book- 
ings in recent seasons. Both are 
seen as managerial reactions to the 
steady rise in production and op- 
erating costs, coincidentally with 
the greater influence of the critics. 


Both pre-opening ads and thea- | 


tre parties provide’ insurance 
against possible unfavorable’ or 
mixed notices. The display ads 
draw advance sales, both mail or- 
der and boxoffice. And theatre 
parties provide prepaid sellout per- 
formances. With such high invest- 
ments depending on the morning- 
after reviews, sucn hedging ex- 
penditure is figured necessary to 
even the prohibitive odds. 
Contrariwise, the use of extra- 
space ads before the opening, plus 
the booking of numerous theatre 
parties, tends to decrease the use- 
fulness of after-preem displays. For 
one thing, the public has presuma- 
bly already been interested in the 
show. Secondly, with theatre par- 
ties cutting down the number of 
performances available for the gen- 
eral public, there’s less point in 
pushing boxoffice or mail order 


‘Sale until the sold-out houses shows 


are played. 





Longhair Shorts 











Sol Hurok and wife left for 
Havapa Sunday (19) for a 
week stay, during which time he’ll 
0.0. a Cuban singer for his con- 
cert roster ... American Guild of 
Musical Artists staging its second 
annual Xmas concert at the Met 
Opera House, N. Y., Sunday (26) 
... Abram Chasins, musical direc- 
tor of WQXR, N. Y., flew to Texas 
last week to appear with the Dal- 
las Symph Orch, Dec. 13, at Fort 
W orth and Dec. 15 in Dallas, in an 
all-Gershwin program, being solo- 
ist in the “Rhapsody in Blue” and 
Concerto in F. 








HARRY FOSTER 
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NAOMI HORRABIN, Personal Manager 


Paramount Theatre Building 
Des Moines, lowa 











two- 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 20-Jan. 1). 
“Allezro’’—Hanna, 
2y); Aud., Ciney (27-1). 
“Along Fifth Avenue’—Shubert, 

Bes. (20-1). 

“Annie Get Your Gun” — His 
Majesty's, Mont’l (20-25); Met., 
Prov. (27-1). 

“Blackouts of 1948’.—El! Capitan, 
L. A. (20-1). 





“Born Yesterday”’—Mem. Hall, 
Dayton (20-25); American, St. 
Louis (27-1). 

“Brigadoon”—Shubert, Chi. (20- 
1). o. oe —_ 

“Carousel” — Aud., Ft. Worth 
(20-25): Poche, N. Orleans (26-1). 

“Command Decision” Stude- 





baker, Chi. (20-25); Cass, Det. (27- 
a. 
“Desert Song”—Nixon, Pitt. (20- 
25); Opera Hse., Bost. (27-1). 
“Diamond Lil’’—Forrest, Philly 
(27-1). 
“Favorite Stranger’ — Strand, 
Elmira (25): Hanna, Cleve. (27-1). 
“Finian’s Rainbow”’—Aud., Roch. 
(20-25): Nixon, Pitt. (27-1) 
“Harvey” — Met., Prov. (20-23); 
Playhouse, Wilm. (25);  Ford’s, 
Balto (27-1). 
“High Button 
Northern, Chi. 
Philly (27-1). ‘ 
“Laugh Carnival’”—Texas, San 
Antonio (25-26); Music Hall, Hous- 
ton (27-29): Malba, Dallas (30-1). 


Shoes” — Gt. 
(20-25): Shubert, 


“Leaf and Bough” — Plymouth, 
Bost. (27-1). 
“Man and Superman” — (Gt. 


Northern, Chi. (27-1). 

“Medea’—Blackstone, Chi. (20- 
B}: 

“Mr. Roberts’—Erlanger, Chi. 
(20-1). 

“O Mistress Mine’—Royal Alex., 
Toronto (27-1). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Cass, 
Det. (20-25); Aud., L’ville (27-1). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Orph- 
eum, Sioux City (20-22); Coliseum, 
Sioux Falls (23-25): Stewart, Linc. 
(27-29); Aud., Topeka (31-1). 

“Raze the Roof’—Shubert-Laf., 
Det. (25-1). 

“Show Boat’—Aud., San Diego 
(21-22); Aud., Pasadena (23); Phil- 
harmonic, L. A. (25). 

“Smile Of the World’—Shubert, 
N. Haven (23-25); Walnut, Philly 
(27-1). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” — 
Harris, Chi. (20-1). 

“The Heiress’—Amer., 5st. Louis 
(20-25); Biltmore, L. A. (29-1). 


College Show 


All In Favor 
(PRINCETON TRIANGLE CLUB) 
Princeon, N. J., Dec. 10. 

Princeton University Triangle Club’s 
57th annual production of musical comedy 
in two acts (11 scenes). Book by Francis 
S. Hartley, Jr... Edward Tuck, Kennedy 
Williams and Thomas H. Middleton, Jr.; 
music and lyrics by Walter Clemons, W. 
Hamlin Neeley, Jr., Thomas H. Middle- 
ton, Jr., Charles R. Callahan and Edward 
H. Tuck. Staged by Francis S. Hartley. 
Jr.; settings. Charles E. Fehon: musical 
direction, W. Hamlin Neeley, Jr.; vocal 
arrangements, Dean A. Allen; entire pro- 
duction supervised by Theodore Fetter 
and Morgan (Buddy) Lewis. At McCarter 
theatre, Princeton, N. J., Dec. 10, °48; 
$3.90 top. 

Cast: Harry E. Yerkes, Vincent R. Smith, 
Jr., Kennedy Williams, Thomas H. Mid- 
dleton, Jr., Michael E. deMercado, Rob- 
ert G. Abernethy, Robert P. Stranahan, 
Jr., Francis S. HWartley, Jr., Rudd 
Truax, Herbert R. Spencer, Jr., Herbert 
H. Strauss. 


“All In Favor” stands head and 
shoulders over the last two pro- 
ductions of Old Nassau’s Triangle 
Club. Though no smasheroo, this 
breezy musical comedy offers neat 
entertainment and should score at 
the boxoffice. 

The book, set in the late 1920's, 
is a tuneful yarn satirizing a cross- 
roads town politician and the chi- 
canery involved in a local election. 
The plot deals with the mayor’s 
campaign to have permanency on 
the job and the opposition he 
meets from his saloonkeeper-op- 
ponent, a widow. 

Francis S. Hartley, Jr., who not 
only staged the show but helped 
write the book, palms the spot- 
light with his portrayal of Ginger 
McRye, a nightclub ‘‘queen.” The 
performances of Harry E. Yerkes, 
as the mayor, and Vincent R. 
Smith, Jr.. who plays the widow, 
were also enthusiastically received, 

Outstanding is the 16-man danc- 
ing chorus under the direction of 
Morgan (Buddy) Lewis. The chorus. 
Which whirls through a series of 
intricate numbers that include a 
parody of modern ballet, goes 
through a particularly sock and 
funny can-can. 


























a 
— 





The score is melodic, one sweet 
number, “When [LT Look Out My 
Window,” being a hit possibility. 
Talent scouts might do well, in- 
cidentally, to check up on Robert 
G. Abernethy, who is a fine tenor. 

Pacing was uneven in spots, but, 
on the whole, not too noticeable. 
Script could stand tightening, too. 

Charl. 


Cleve. (20-| 
| 


Plays Abroad 


One Wild Oat 


London, Dec. 9. 

Linnit & Dunfee presentation of farce 
in three acts by Vernon Sylvaine.  Dt- 
rected by Richard Bird. At Garrick, Lon- 
don, Dec. 8, 48. 
Caroline Proudtoot . Constance Lorne 
Humphrey Proudfoot Robertson Hare 
Cherrie Proudfoot........ June Sylvaine 


Alfred Gilbey :.....ccsee- Alfred Brayton 
fe re John Stone 
Lydia Gilbey weeeeee-- Ruth Maitland | 
Charles vicaawekeanes Charles Groves 
Gregory Throstle........ Robert Moreton 
DEP. POMPE so  os perccevess Tom Squire 
Gloria Samson.......-..- Anne Stapledon 
Ber. GAMOOR .o..c6s0 ves Horace Sequeira 
Audrey Cuttle...geseoee> Violet Gould 
MME knead 6 VaR OS Julie Mortimer 


This is a diverting farce which 
will prove a good Yuletide attrac- 
tion, woven around the differing 
personalities of its two male stars. 
It’s more adult in appeal than the 
previous success, “Outrageous For- 
tune,” in which Ralph Lynn part- 
nered Robertson Hare, now shar- 
ing honors with Altred Drayton 

June Svlvaine, daughter of the 
playwright, makes her West End 
debut and is refreshingly charming 
as a young girl whose late party 
hours cause all the trouble, result- 
ing in a feud between two neigh- 
bors. 

Story revolves around Papa 
Proudtoot refusing consent’ to 
daughter Cherrie’s marriage with 
Fred, son of racketeer Alfred Gil- 
bey. Proudfoot is a lawyer and is 
checking up on the suitor’s integ- 
rity, uncovers string of unsavory 
hotel registrations which are in 
reality the escapades of Gilbey se- 
nior. 

Constance Lérne and Ruth Mait- 
land enact the wives of the antag- 
onists with ability, and John Stone 
makes an agreeable young lover. 
Charles Groves turns in a gem of 
a characterization of an unconven- 
tional butler, and supporting cast 
duly plays as though they really 
believed in the story. Play owes 
much of its plausibility to the ex- 
perienced direction of Richard 
Bird. Clem. 


Aux Deux Colombes 
(At Sign of Two Turtie-Doves) 
Paris, Dec. 11. 
Sacha Guitry and Denis Maurey pro- 
duction of comedy in three acts by Gui- 
try. Stars Guitry Set by Bertin and 
Roger Impbert. Directed by Guitry. At 
Varietes, Paris. 
Jean-Pierre ee 
| Marie-Therese ....... 
Angele 
Marie-Jeanne 
Christine 


Sacha Guitry 
Suzanne Dantes 
Pauline Carton 
Marguerite Pierry 
Lana Marconi 


This is another typical 
Guitry opus in that he is strictly 
the whole works, with the balance 
of cast, though excellent, just mere 
filler. Play shows him as a man 
who ‘is. balancing ‘between’ two 
women, only to fall in love with a 
third one after a lot of hanky- 
panky. As usual in Guitry’s plays, 
it is very witty, with plenty of cute 
lines. 

Suzanne Dantes and Marguerite 
Pierry are very attractive as the 
two femmes, while Lana Marconi, 
'Guitry’s latest find, is fine. Pauline 
Carton in one of her standard parts 
|supplies excellent comedy. The 
play, which is Guitry’s 118th, has 
been neatly set by Bertin and 
Roger Humbert. Direction, of 
course, is entirely Guitry. As is, 
the play is strictly geared for 
Parisian consumption. Maxi. 


Die Musik Kommt 
(Here Comes the Waltz) 
Zurich, Dec. 6. 
Stadttheater production of operetta in 
two acts (nine scenes). Music by Oscar 
Straus; book, Paul Knepler and Armin L. 
Robinson; lyrics, Robert Gilbert. Staged 
by Fritz Schulz. Dances, Hans Macke and 
Jaroslav Berger; sets, Max Roethlisberger; 
costumes, Rene Rougemont; conductor, 
Fred Widmer. At Stadttheater, Zurich, 
Dec. 5, ’48. 
Prince Albert XI 
Clementine ‘ 
Rubritius 


rere ir Rudolf Christ 
ere . Eri Lechner 
hgewe.va Fritz Schulz 


Countess Westgaard........ Steffi Thaller 
Capt. von Lechner Willy Ferenz 
Marietta Panelli sg Hilde Foeda 
Chemist ‘ Gottlieb Zeithammer 
Annette ine a Rosmarie Knoeptli 
Dr. Vogelsang........ Heinz Rhoeden 
Barbara ek es.4. 5 eles 7 Inge Fischer 
Sebastian ....... -.... Max Kraemet 

World preem of Oscar Straus’ 


new musical comedy is, on the 
whole, a success. Although it will 
probably not reach the popularity 
of the same author's former hit. 
“Waltz Dream,” it is still just as 
good or even better than any con- 
temporary product of the same 
kind. U.S. market possibilities are 
fair, however, since “Here Comes 
the Waltz” lacks real hit tunes. 
_ Straus, now 78, has been work- 
ing On this since 1939. He got the 
idea from a littie march song, “Die 
Musik Kommt,” which he com- 
posed in 1907 for a cabaret number 
in Germany. Book by oldtimers Paul 
Knepler and Armin L. Robinson 
is a little weak, but lyrics by Rob- 
ert Gilbert are excellent and some- 
times very funny. 

Sto takes place in a small 
town somewhere in Europe, resi- 
dence of the monarch, at the time 


{ 
Sacha 


when gavoite and minuet were 9 
|their way out. a 
The Prince and his wife live py 
tonically, finding little interest af 
each other. When a brass band 
comes to town, and a beautiful 
\young singer from Vienna intro. 
duces a new dance, the waltz, ey. 
-erything becomes changed. ‘ 
Performance at the Stadttheater 
is very good. Directed by Fritz 
Schulz, it offers a lot of very amus. 
ing details. Schulz also receives 
credit for his role of Rubritius, the 
Prince’s chamberlain, who is always 
\“so-o-o tired.” Rudolf Chirst as the 
Prince gives a good account of him. 
self, both in singing and acting 
Hilde Foeda, singer from Vienna, js 
extremely good-looking and Wears 
some wonderful gowns. Rest of the 
cast is o.k. 

Particularly outstanding are Max 
Roethlisberger’s sets, Rene Rouge. 
mont’s colorful costumes and the 
ballet numbers, one of which makes 
the masquerade scene an eye-filling 
climax of the evening. Mezo. 


Les Mains Sales 
(Dirty Hands) 
Zurich, Dec. 5, 
Schauspielhaus production of drama in 
two acts (six scenes) by Jean-Paul Sartre, 
German adaptation by Eva Rechel-Mer. 
tens. Directed by Dr. Oskar Waelterlin. 
Sets by Andre Perrotet-von Laban. At 
Schauspielhaus, Zurich, Dec. 4, °48 


Hoederer Walter Richter 


Hugo rere Will Quadtlieg 
Olga ere Brigitte Horney 
NN 8 ay be Anneliese Roemer 
Karsky obs Wolf Beneckendorff 
The Prince Siegfried Schuerenberg 
Slick eevee Robert Freitag 
GOOG .ivctscuc Fred Tanner 
Louis Sigfrit Steiner 
Franz Pinkas Braun 


First German presentation of 
the Jean-Paul Sartre play is an 
unqualified hit here. Play is ex- 
tremely well built, full of dramatie 
highlights, suspense and excellent 
dialog. It’s the legit season’s top 
event to date. It’s due for a long 
run here. 

The Schauspielhaus _ perform- 
ance, based on a very lively Ger- 
man translation by Eva _ Rechel- 
Mertens, is the best of this season, 
Directed by Dr. Oskar Waelterlin, 
general manager of the _ theatre, 
with three true-to-life sets by 
Andre Perrotet-von Laban, it of- 
fers four outstanding perform- 
ances, with Will Quadflieg, Walter 
Richter, Anneliese Roemer and 
Brigitte Horney in top form. 

Mezo. 


Sonens Aterkomst 


(Return of the Son) 
(SWEDISH) 
Stockholm, Oct. 26. 

Roval Dramatical Theatre production of 
drama in three acts by Marika Stiernstedt. 
Stars Holger Lowenadler, Dora _ Soder- 
berg, Karl-Henrik Fant, Birgitta Valberg. 
Directed by Rune Carlsten; settings, Sven 
Fahistedt. At Dramatiska Teatern (little 
stage), Stockholm. 


Clarence Marck . Holger Lowenadler 


SP eee Dora Soderberg 
Ll ae Se Karl-Henrik Fant 
CE At Nook tke awed Birgitta Valberg 
Alfred Gran errr Ts | hUwR 
Lucia Martinell.......... Ulrika Modin 
Arthur Martinell......... Olof Bergstrom 
Sister Rosa Sey cree Elsa Ebbesen 
Mrs. Zakrisson....... Marianne Lindberg 
Serre, Harriet Hedenmo 
pe SEE Te ee eere ee Britta Billsten 
:. . GOR TE CRE TT TT eee Marianne Karlbeck 
A ee ee Kurt-Olof Sundstrom 





As the second production of the 
season at the little stage of the 
Dramatical Theatre, ‘“‘Sonens Ater- 
| komst” is strong drama that’s roll- 
_ing along to fine business. Plot Is 
a sombre one with author Marika 
Stiernstedt outlining the problems 
of a family after one of the daugh- 
ters dies. Particularly compelling 
are the difficulties of the son, 
who's in love with a young student. 

Under Rune Carlsten’s able di- 
rection the cast does a neat job. 
Karl-Henrik Fant is excellent as 
the son. Parents are portraye 
brilliantly by Holger Lowenadler 
and Dora Soderberg. Supporting 
players measure up. Play’s theme 
should have a fair appeal for U. 5. 
audiences. Wing. — 
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CONGRESS HOTEL 


Baltimore 1, Md. 





















Xmas Greetings to all of our friends, 
especially those in the casts of Carou- 
sel, The Red Mill, The Chocolate Sol- 
dier, Blossom Time, Pick-Up Girl, 
Anthony & Cleopatra, Oklahoma, Born 
Yesterday, Song of Norway and the 
many, many others who stayed with 
us when they were in Baltimore—Yes, 
we remember each and every one of 
you and we sincerely hope we co" 
serve you again the next time you 
play our city. 

In the meantime a Merry Xmas and 
a Prosperous Show Year! 


Cordiall 


CONGRESS HOTEL 


Milton J. Firey, 
Managing Owner 
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Cipsiotanes gol rae 
y _ in Time mags r « 
FP gong Rockefeller Center, 
N. Y., someone left. a scooped-out 
umpkin on the table. ays 

Attached was the card: 
all microfilm here. 


“Drop 





Irish Censors Busy 

Irish Censorship Board has just 
turned down the following books 
as indecent: ‘Hearken, 0. Daugh- 
ter.” by Marcel Wallenstein; rhe 
Gallery,” by John Horne Burns; 
“Nymph in Clover,” by Noel Lang- 
ley: “Bridewell Beauty,” by H. M. 
FE. Clamp; “Something in the 
Heart,” by John Lodwick; “Irene, 
by Ronald Marsh; “Possess | Me 
Not.” by Fan Nichols; “‘Solo,” by 


Paul Tabori: “The Story of Mrs 
Murphy,” by Natalie Anderson 
Ceott: “The Names Phelan, _by 
Jim Phelan; “The Mask of Wis- 
dom.” by Howard Clewes; “Ele- 


phant Walk.” by Robert Standish; 
“The Class Room,” by Edwin Rolfe 
and Lester Fuller; “The Seven 
Deadly Sisters,” by Pat McGerr; 
“An Attic in Jermyn Street,” by 
Robert Henrey; “Tropic of Can- 
cer.” by Henry Miller; “Pureza,” 
by Jose Lins do Rego; “Blue Boy, 
by Jean Giono, and “The Cross 
Purposes,” by Antoon Coolen 

Because it advocates birth con- 
trol. the board also banned “The 
Bishop and the Cobbler,” by L. E. 
Jones. 





Two Griffith Biogs 

There are two forthcoming 
books on the life of the late D 
W. Griffith. An autobiog is being 
edited by Jim Hart, newspaper 
editor and longtime frend of the 
late film producer, and a biog is 
being authored by Seymour Stern. 
Both are claimed to have been au- 
thorized by the subject. 

Hart’s book has an _ interesting 
background. The writer says, “As 
an associate editor of the Louis- 
ville Herald-Post, as feature writer 
and rewrite chief of the Chicago 
Evening American and as a free- 
lance magazine writer I had en- 
joved.steady friendship with Grif- 
fith over a long period of years 
He dictated more than 1.000 pages 
of notes to me in 1938. from 
which I condensed a_ 110-page 
manuscript intended for magazine 
serialization. 

“This script. titled ‘The Holly- 
wood Gold Rush.’ reaches past the 
making of ‘The Birth of a Nation,’ 
delves into his career in England 
during World War I and recounts 
his meeting with President Hard- 


ing in 1921 This was hardly 
Griffith’s ‘boyhood.’ 
“A carbon copy of this script 


was given to the Museum of Mod- 
ern Film Art in New York by 
Griffith in 1940, along with all his 
correspondence, memoranda and 
250,000 feet of film. The auto- 
biography Y am editing encom- 
Passes the pioneer producer's en- 
tire film career, leavened with 
myriad anecdotes of the Hollywood 
folk of Griffith’s time. 

“When Griffith was far fallen in 
obscurity I attempted to pull him 
up by his own boot-straps by writ- 
ng &@ magazine article on his ideas 
and Selling it to Liberty maga- 
> late Oscar Graeve under the 
Griffith byline. Shortly after the 
Hollywood Gold Rush’ script was 
Probered, this article appeared 
Pe 17, 1939) and Griffith imme- 
nme ting a congratulatory 

rom Hi . 

offer of a iol fal Roach and the 
P Roath left for California the 
ene week with a story idea 
Mili germinated into ‘One 
ane B. de with Victor Mature 
= A a Landis. Before leav- 
oS ; home in Louisville. how- 
ariel ¥ presented me with the 
mec ay Script of his autobiog- 
lad ne a supplementary back- 
Quest ¢ many notes, with the re- 

st that such autobiography not 


ry published until after his death. 
witnessed | 


ll this was . 
‘ as proper! 
and documented.” : 


argentine Publisher Beefs 

ing ted flourishing publish- 
4 merci which until about 
va _— 280 had become the 
America te ier of books in South 
situated’ is now particularly badly 
tional q, and has had its interna- 
ani apxport _trade reduced by 
stricti © Owing to exchange re- 
eountrinn in other Latin-American 
wae publishers have been 
in cou ee frozen coin released 
livia ve ries like Chili, Peru, Bo- 
thie h ny ree and Colombia, and 
—_ active eee development of 
ennent kone The Argentine gov- 
bees ; Paps done nothing to help 
“ — of their difficulties. On 
imeerte nt cuts in Argentine 
i S of paper and newsprint 
diminished the publishing 


‘ompanies’ paper stocks to almost 


| 
‘nil, and the Industrial and Com- 


mercial Secretariat, which controls 
all imports, is only allowing them 
25° of their previous paper allo- 
cations. 

Publishers are also stymied by 
church directives as to the mate- 
rial which may or may not be pub- 
lished. Even books of science must 
be carefully scrutinized, even when 
authored by eminent of world 
scientists. 

There have been a number of 
confiscations of publications re- 
cently, which make this censorship 
trend quite evident. ‘Forever 
Amber” was banned not long ago 
by church edict. A story magazine, 
Aventuras, had its last two issues 
banned as immoral when it started 
publishing ‘“‘Amber” in serial form 
The French magazine. Le Rire 
edited and published in France, 
had its 27th number banned as im- 
moral and copies in circulation 
were ordered to be confiscated. 
Copies of Time are only found on 


the living room tables of North 
American families, who receive 
the magazine direct trom home 


It’s sale at 
is torbidden. 

Following this same policy. all 
Jean-Paul Sartre’s books or plays 
are banned and the Entertainment 
Board recently nixed production of 
“Le Mur” at a local theatre. as well 
as “Huit Clos.” 


Argentine newsstands 


Chi News Showmanship Award 

Chicago Daily News, afternoon 
paper, has established a showman- 
ship award for persons in the the- 
atrical industry. Sam Lesner, film 
critic, chose Abe Tietel. owner of 
the World-Playhouse, sure-seater, 
“for presenting the foremost pic- 





tures in Chicago.” Daily is the 
only sheet honoring film _ person- 
ages. 


Chapman’s ‘Burns Mantle Best’ 

“The Burns Mantle Best Plays of 
1947-1948" (Dodd, Mead; $4) is 
edited by John Chapman. but re- 
tains the same format, makeup and 
style that has made the annual ser- 
ies the standard for the Broadway 
legit field. Since 1919-1920 ‘plus 
two supplementary volumes cover- 
ing 1899-1919) the “Best Plays” 
has been a must not only for edi- 
tors, producers, agents and others 
professionally concerned. but also 
for laymen sufficiently interested 
in the stage to want a reference 
book of top shows and data of the 
succeeding seasons. Except that 
the new volume’s frontispiece is a 
portrait of Mantle, instead of a 
scene from one of the plays. and 
that the “Season in New York” 
section was written by Chapman, 
it is exactly like all the others in 
an invaluable series. 

Likewise just published jis an- 
other book in a highly useful series, 
the fourth edition of Daniel Blum’s 
“Theatre World” (Theatre World: 
$3.50—also paper-bound at $1.50), 
covering the 1947-48 season on 
Broadway. As before, it concen- 
trates on pictures spreads, casts 
and production credits, and cap- 
sule synopses of the various shows, 
plus brief biographies of ‘“popu- 
lar’ actors and producers, direc- 
tors, designers and choreographers 
(but not playwrights. compusers or 
lyricists), and a convenient index 
of everyone involved in all pro- 
ductions. Hobe. 


3 Friscoites’ Books 

In a flurry of authoritis. three 
staffers of the San Francisco 
Chronicle have had books pub- 
lished within the past 30 days. All 
deal with various phases of Frisco 
lore. 

Volumes include “San Francisco 
Story.” by columnist Herb Caen 
with photos by Max Yavno; John 


Bruce’s “Gaudy Century” and 
Robert O'Brien's “This Is San 
Francisco.” 

CHATTER 
J. Walter Flynn appointed art 


director for Liberty mag. succeed- 
ing Duncan B. Macintosh, re- 
signed 

Bill Williams. 45, editor of ‘True, 
Fawcett Publications mag. died of 
a heart attack Dec. 12. He was 
formerly editor of Mechanics Il- 
lustrated. 

Sport mag hands its annual 
awards to top performers in 11 
major sports as well as a prize to 
the Athlete of the Year at a dinner 
to be held at the Hotel Astor. 
N. Y., Jan. 19. 

Los Angeles Mirror, born with 
its front page riding side-saddle, 
has switched to an orthodox tabloid 
stvle because so many readers 
objected to looking at it sidewise 
intead of giving it the up-and- 
down. ; 

Anna Roosevelt, daughter of the 
late FDR, named editor of “The 
Woman,” national monthly maga- 


Kenneth S. Giniger 
indulges in 


“Some Random Reflections 
on Publishers, Republicans 
and Dodoes” 


+. - * 
an editorial feature in the 


43d) Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due Soon 











zine. She'll continue to work with 
her mother in the ABC web com- 
mentary series, ‘Anna and Eleanor 
Roosevelt.” 

Chicago federal district court 
Judge William Campbell ruled that 
Alberto Vargas had not copied four 
drawings he had drawn for Esquire 
Magazine and sold somewhere else 
Juror added however “Varga 
Girl” trademark is the property of 
Esquire 

Don Freeman has written the 
story of how he got to New York 
and his first few vears’ experiences 
here, which Rinehart will publish 
in the spring, under the title, 
“Come One, Come All.” The book 
will contain about 100 illustrations 
by the author. 














) _— 
| Playwrights 

Rane Continued from page 1 je! 
price of the series isn’t revealed, 
it’s said to top any now on the air 

One of the factors to be deter- 
mined in the deal is the ownership 
of the TV rights of some of the 
best-known works of the Play- 
wrights members. For example, 
contracts will have to be checked 
to clarify the status of such Robert 
E. Sherwood plays as “‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ “Petrified Forest,” 
‘“Idiot’s Delight,” all of which were 
sold to films, possibly with the 
video rights included. Same thing 
may apply to Maxwell Anderson’s 
“Mary of Scotland,” “Elizabeth the 
Queen,” “Joan of Lorraine,” “Win- 
terset” and “Eve of St. Mark.” as 
well as Elmer Rice’s ‘“‘Dream Gir],”’ 
“Street Scene” and “Counsellormat- 
Law.” and Sidney Howard's “They 
Knew What They _Warited” and 
“Dodsworth.” 

Including all works of Sherwood 
Anderson, Rice, Kurt Weill and the 
late Howard, about 100 plays may 
be involved. When that supply is 
exhausted the Playwrights asso- 
ciation, plus a possible advantage 
in dealing with an author organi- 
zation, might be helpful in obtain- 
ing the rights to the works of 
other dramatists. 

The William Morris television 
bid is the first such outside proposi- 
tion the Playwrights have ever se- 
riously considered. Organization 
was approached about a_ possible 
radio series several years ago. That 
was turned down, however, as the 
author-members feared becoming 
involved in the week-to-week pro- 
duction of the programs, to the 
interference with their regular 
legit writing activity. 

At the moment, Actors Equity 
has its own television series, spon- 
sored by Philco. The Theatre Guild 
had such a deal in the works, but 
dropped it and continues with its 
radio program. sponsored by U.S 
Steel. The Authors League ot 
America has authorized Music 
Corp. of America to package a tele 
vision series for it. American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy has a 
radio series sponsored by the 
Army, the American Federation ot 
Radio Artists has one under Seal 
test sponsorship and the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund ‘in which 
Screen Actors Guild is associated 
also has one bankrolled by Camels 


Old Vic 
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try for transmission. Several top 
U. S. advertisers are reportedly in- 
terested in bankrolling the series 
on as many TV stations as can be 
lined up. 

Berkley declared in New York 
last week that the idea was still in 
the earliest talking stage. None of 
the details, including length of the 
films. their story content or financ- 
ing, has yet been worked out. Bark- 
ley, accompanied by Miss Kerr. left 
for the Coast Saturday (18) to 
spend Christmas in Hollywood and 
declared the date for his return to 
England is uncertain. 
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seeeeseeooeoos By Frank Scully 


Little Round Top, Dec. 19. 

Warmed by several Tom and Jerrys, I sat down to two well-oiled 
machines (mself being one of them) and was about to unreel some 
festive Yuletide memories about Lorenz Hart, so that Metro’s “Words 
and Music” might not suffer from a lack of prose, when I learned to 
my dozing astonishment that it was too late to help the picture because 
it was already a hit. Seems it’s in its second big week and may hit 
$300,000 at Radio City Musie Hall before Rip Van Scully ean even get 
down from Sleepy Hollow. 

To those who knew Larry Hart as un fait accompli, nervous as a 
cat on opening nights, walking up and down the aisles and peering into 
people’s faces to see if any were feigning an enjoyment they didn’t 
feel, my portrait of a little boo-peep may seem like a character out of 
Mother Goose. 

Long before it was the job of Dick Rodgers to keep Hart away from 
the stars on opening nights, lest the lyricist make them nervous (as 
he did Constance Moore at the opening of “By Jupiter,’ when she feil 
into the middle of the cello section in the opening number), I knew 
Larry as a lad who could blow up in his own lines and frequently did. 
And with reason 

Today They Clink Them 

I think that what must have changed him from a carefree colt into 
a nervous wreck was the dinner his father gave on Larry's 21st birth- 
day His dad, whose Rabelaisian moments ran closer than 
trains in the rush hours, decided to get his first-born plastered as proof 
that manhood in mad Manhattan was still in flower. That Larry never 
quite got over this celebration is only hinted at in “Words and Music.” 

Columbia undergraduates who shared these feasts at the Hart men- 
age were always impressed with the stately dignity and refinement of 
Larry’s mother, as compared to the earthy character of his father. 
Like his boys, the older Hart was about as blunted as Mickey Rooney 
and never quite grew up otherwise either 

Nevertheless, daintiness was not wholly lost on Larry. No scholar 
and no hand for research in those faroff days, I remember his grab- 
bing at the elegant hem of Mrs. Lew Fields and using what he knew 
of Weber and Fields, en famille, to complete a profile assignment in a 
feature-writing course at the Columbia school of journalism. 

Life Begins With Pitkin 

Two old Tribune men taught the course. One was Walter B. Pitkin, 
who was an authority in those days on everything from Socrates to 
short-story writing. The other was Roscoe Conkling Ensign Brown, a 
scholarly gentleman of the old school, Van Dyke beard and all, who 
probably wrote with a quill. 

Pitkin had read somewhere about city editors who tore reporters to 
pieces and then had them dispatched to Niagara Falls, where they were 
merged with shredded wheat to give vitamin-content to that otherwise 
dried out old straw. So he crucified our juvenile prose daily. 

Thus the smooth-shaven, tiger-toothed Pitkin before he skidded into 
merging his own mediocre prose with buffalo chips and produced such 
items as “The Psychology of Happiness,” ‘Life Begins at Forty” and 
“A Short Introduction to the History of Human Stupidity.” He left 
us reeling and bleeding. 

Roscoe Conkling Ensign Brown contrarily kissed the blood off our 
hands. I recall one time when I was student editor of the feature 
section and has canned Larry Hart's piece as too dull for even a make- 
believe paper. In fact, as a substitute, I had put a corset ad on the 
back page. It was the first time an ad had been used, and professor 
Brown was chiding me for dragging commercialism into our city room, 
(This was 30 years before PM, remember.) 

The Minsky of Makeup 

“I didn't have any more live copy, professor,” I apologized. 

“So vou lifted a corset ad from the Times,” he said. 

He asked me to hand over the copy | had discarded. Larry Hart's 
piece was on top. He read the opening paragraph. Referring to Mrs. 
Lew Field, Larry began: 

She had a walk that emenated refinement.” 

The professor read it aloud, spelling out the misspelled word, and 
then looked over at the half-pint Larry huddled in the corner. 

“Mr. Hart.’ he chided. 

There was such compassion in his voice that it made us all feel like 
felons. He read through the piece, pulling on his goatee now and 
then and shaking his head sadly. 

“Mr. Hart.” he said, “I’m afraid this is not newspaper prose.” 

“Poetry maybe?” asked Larry. 

This produced the biggest laugh of the year—especially among such 
already established versifiers as Howard Dietz, Morrie Ryskind, Si 
Seadler, Irwin Edman and Merryle Stanley Rukeyer, author of the 
famous couplet: 


subway 


“Clothes don't make the man, 
For buy smart clothes anyone can.” 
Larry Hart—The 5-Foot Bookshelf 

But Larry took Prof. Brown's soft answer and parlayed it into a 
fortune. Even in those days Broadway for him rarely got as far north 
as 116th street. He was even aware of Hollywood before anybody else 
at Columbia. I recall that as early as 1914 he wrote a feature on Chap- 
lin. which must have been close to the first glorification of the first 
clown of our time. 

Shorter than a Tully sentence, Larry smoked cigars even as an un- 
dergraduate that were so substantial they frequently tipped him for- 
ward. In those days he was keen on the co-eds from Barnard, but 
they paid less attention to him than the library tables, though he was 
at least half a head taller than the tables. 

Came the war and he was passed up because slit trenches had not 
yet been invented. I recall his trying to make a vaudeville skit out 
of the subject of draft misfits, and among those applying for a part 
was an old continental actor renowned for Shakespearean roles who 
had recently starred in “The Weavers.” 

He Learns from the Prof. 

Larry looked at him as Prof. Brown had looked on Larry. Tears 
fringed his eves. 

“I'm sorry, mein herr,” he said, “but this part is not worthy to wipe 
vour shoes with. T’ll get vou something bétter, much better.” 

I didn’t see Larry again until years later in London when he was 
an arrived genius. He was over there doing a Cochran show. He came 
joaded with records instead of liquor. He was giving me copies of 
every song he and Dick Rodgers had written 

We spent hours tying together the strings grown fraved with the 
vears. And as proef of how much he influenced his time, I recall on 
returning to Villa Variety in Nice we promptly re-papered a room and 
called it the “Blue Room And we've had a “Blue Room” ever since, 

Though Hart never looked his years, he was no boy even at Colum- 
bia. In fact when he first met Rodgers Larry was 23 and going out, 
and Dick was 16 and coming in. Their first collaboration was “Fly 
With Ma,” a varsity show, but it was the old Lew Fields friendship 
that broke the ice for them on Broadway. 

Fields squeezed “Any Old Place With You” into “A Lonely Romeo, 
which, come to think of it, was a title that fitted Hart for the rest of 
his life. Between 1920 and that night late in November, 1943, when 
he went out between the acts of “Oklahoma,” to fortify himself with 
a few quick ones ‘the accepted preventative in those days before pen- 
icilin replaced Southern Comfort) Hart’s name was never off Broadway. 

This time, though, it didn’t comfort, and it wasn’t long before little 
Larry was working out triple rhymes with Swineburne, Gilbert and 
the angels, leaving Rodgers to another of that seemingly endless Co- 
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,lumbia crowd—Oscar Hammerstein II. 
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Broadway 


Warner Bros. annual stockhold- 
ers’ meet in Wilmington Feb. 15. 

The Frederic Wakemans have 
given up their house in Santa Bar- 
bara for one in Havana. 

Monogram and Allied Artists 
shifted their executive offices from 
the Film Center to the Bond Bldg. 

Roxy theatre head A. J. Balaban 
left yesterday (Tues.), on a 14-day 
West Indies cruise on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam. 

Maurice Bergman doing a home- 
town-boy routine returning to his 


native Chillicothe, O., over the 
Xmas holidays. ~ Noe 
Mrs. Al Daff, wife of Uni- 


versal's ass’t foreign dept. chief, is 
in Doctors Hospital for an emer- 
gency appendectomy. 

Barney Gallant, ex-N. Y. bistro 
boniface, now doing a vagabond 
vacation through South America, 
Xmas-cards from Peru. 

Abbot A. Weisbord of Metros 
art dept. awarded first prize at the 
Christmas College Exhibition ol 


the Art Directors Club of New 
York. 

Mrs. Ruby Schinasi to Houston, 
en route to Hollywood for visit 
with the Arthur Hornblows Jr. 
(Bubbles Schinasi), latter her 
daughter. 

Rose and Julian T. Abeles de- 


serted Greenwich for the holidays 
to their former town residence, the 


Carlyle, for Xmas-New Year's 
whoopee. 

Michael Havas, RKO’s_ Latin 
American supervisor, here from 
Buenos Aires for huddles_ with 
Phil Reisman, company’s foreign 
dept. chief. 


Charles Laughton, W. Somerset 
Maugham, actor Glenn Langan and 
French film actress Micheline 
Presle due in today (Wed.) on the 
Queen Mary. 

So! A. Schwartz, RKO Theatres 
V.p.-g.m., leaves on annual Coast 
junket to o.o. circuit’s L.A. and 
Frisco houses, as well as scrutinize 
new product. 

Alfred Hitchcock, accompanied 
by his wife, Alma Reville, came in 
from the Coast to meet his daugh- 
ter, Patricia, who returned from 
England Saturday (18). 

Rion Bercovici, p.a. for Franchot 
Tone-Irving Allen’s “Man on the 
Eiffel Tower,” which just wound 
up shooting in Paris, back in New 
York to handle publicity on it 
here. 

Ann Rubin, secretary to Alan 
Jackson, Paramount's eastern story 
editor, engaged to 
operator of the cocktailery in Car- 
negie Hall. They'll be married 
in the spring. 

Universal 
Maxwell Shane in town looking 
over vaude:and tele acts for poten- 
tial talent in his next assignment, 
“Sing Your Way Out” which head- 
lines Tony Martin. 


The Meyer Davis’ Xmas greet- | 


ings season is a card devoted to 
ex-legiter son Garry Davis, show- 
ing mail from various parts of the 
globe addressed to him as ‘“‘World 
Citizen No. 1, Paris.” 

Jean Cocteau, who authored 
“The Eagle with Two Heads.” is 
scheduled to arrive in New York 
Sunday (26) by plane from Paris, 
to attend picture’s opening next 
Wednesday (29) at the Little Cine- 
met. 

Jack Goldstein engaged by the 
Victoria and Fulton theatres for 
special publicity, exploitation and 
promotion work in conjunction 
with the simultaneous showing of 
“Joan of Arc” at these two the- 
atres. 

While pop Ed Sullivan NY’s to 


Albert Golub, ' 


producer - director | 


| 
Fla. and Calif., for some sun be- 
behalf of | 


}tween-TV shows or on 
‘his Emerson. sponsor, daughter 
Betty Sullivan is in from the Coast 
for the Xmas holidays. She attends 
UCLA. 

Louis Nizer, industry attorney, 
chairmaning the 1,000-plate $20- 
per-plate luncheon commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians 
Jews in the grand ballroom of the 
Waldorf-Astoria Feb. 4. 

Arthur H. Lockwood, prez of the 
Theatre Owners of America, and 
Herman M. Levy, general counsel, 
commissioned honorary colonels on 
the staff of the Governor of Okla- 
homa following attendance at a 
theatre owners meet in the state. 

Col. W. Mason Wright. Jr., 
Chief of the Publicity Branch olf 
Army and Air Force Recruiting, Is 


stepping out of that post Jan. i. 
His move stems from a_ feeling 


that the work is becoming a “sup- 
ervised routine’ which obviates 
the need for creative effort 
Montague F. Gowthorpe, Para- 
mount theatres exec, luncheoned 
at the Hotel Astor Friday (17) with 
more than 60 top Paramounters on 
the scene. Gowthorpe feted be- 
cause he is ankling the companys 
to take over the top spot with the 
Butterfield circuit, Michigan. 
Xmas cards are more or less 
recognized routine, as much busi- 


ness as sentiment—and somehow 
accepted in that light—but when 
they come addressed with a 


franked postal-meter, also trailer- 
izing the latest release, isn't that 
taking advantage of the Santa 
Claus legend? 

Ernest Henderson, president of 
the Sheraton Corp. of America 
which owns 28 hotels in 22 cities, 
took over the Park Central and 
will rename it the Park-Sheraton. 
Henderson accents he will make 
the P-S “more conservative” and 
that “dignity will displace’ the 
Broadway atmosphere.” 


° 
Chicago 
Harold Lloyd in Chi for Shrine 
activities. 
Ernie Byfield’s new Well of the 
Sea room at Hotel Sherman opens 
Dec. 29. 


Bennett Cerf, writer, author, 
publisher, addressed Sinai Temple 
Forum, 

Helen Gahagan Douglas will 


headline Roosevelt Day celebration 
here Jan. 28. 

Lighthouse for the Blind 
benefit from opening performance 
of ‘“‘Red Shoes” at Selwyn Dec. 23. 

Bill Harshe, head of MHarshe 
Assoc., takes over veepee post of 


Public Relations Society of Amer- 


ica. 

William Karzas, of Aragon and 
Trianon ballrooms, recuperating at 
Michael Reese Hospital after an 
operation. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., plans 
on making Chicago his headquar- 
ters when he resumes his lecture 
tour after holidays. 

Frank Sinatra, skedded to head- 
line Herald-American Xmas _ bene- 
fit at Civic Opera House, Dec. 22, 
for Chi area war veterans. 

Chi Civic Opera House may host 
New York City Opera Co. next sea- 
son, aS engagement which closed 
Sunday (19) better than’ broke 
even. 

Basil Rathbone gave 500th con- 
secutive performance in “The 
Heiress” Nov. 10, being only mem- 
ber of cast who has never missed 
a performance. 
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London 


George and Alfred Black pro- 
ducing their first full-length fea- 


ture at Denham, “The _ Perfect 
Woman,” with Patricia Roc 
starred. 


Lily Morris coming out of retire- 


ment to fill gap in “Thanks for. 


the Memory” touring unit of old- 
time vaude stars left through death 
of Nellie Wallace. 

Chips’ Rafferty, 


star of the 


“Overlanders,” in London for the) 


premiere next month of Ealing’s 


latest Australian production,’ 


“Eureka Stockade.” 

Betty Box, co-producer with her 
twin brother Sydney for Gains- 
borough Pictures, shortly marry- 
ing Peter Rogers, an assistant in 
the same department. 

Ernest Dudley, back from Aus- 
tralia after three months’ radio 
season, setting to work on film, 
“Meet Dr. Morelle,” based on his 
BBC criminal investigator char- 
acter. 

Elsie Beyer, formerly with the 
firm of H. M. Tennent, and more 
recently general manager of the 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre, 
has resigned and will work in 
Australia. 

Carole Lynne, wife of Bernard 
Delfont, cancelled her skedded ap- 
pearance in Emile Littler’s 
tomime “Cinderella” in Birming- 
ham. Cherry Lynd has taken over 
her part. 

“Worm’s Eye View,” now the 
longest running comedy in the 
West End, although not consecu- 
tively played during its 
years, held a birthday party Dec. 
18 in celebration. 

Four top orchestras are to be 
featured in a “Band Cavalcade” 
being staged by ex-BBC producer 
Mark White as a special holiday 
attraction at the Empress Hall, 


Earls Court, on Boxing Day, Dec. | 


Ted 
Lou 


27. The four bands will be 

Heath, The Squadronaires, 

Preager and Edmundo Ros. 
Bernard Delfont back from Paris 


| after signing French stars Cri Cri 


Muller and Francis Girerd for 
Folies Bergere show to be _ pre- 
sented in association with Paul 


Derval. Company opens March 7 
for three weeks in Birmingham, 
with key cities to*follow, and after 
four months’ tour is skedded for 
West End. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
Freddie Bartholomew 
night club dates. 
Snider-Dean opened another ur- 
ban pix house at Manly. 
Dick Altschuler, Republic v.p., 
due to visit here next year. 
Smash trade for Williamson-Tait 
‘grand opera at Tivoli, Sydney 
Dave Martin, head of Tivoli 
loop, due back from England soon. 
A. Ben Fuller, son of Sir Ben 
Fuller, to London on talent hunt. 
He’ll be away for about 12 months. 
Nick Pery, local Columbia top- 


here for 


per, leaves for h.o. visit this month. | 


_Gladys Moncrief will do an Aus- 
sie-wide concert tour next year 
under her own management. 

Charles Munro, indie loop op- 
erator, looking over the Queens- 
land zone for more cinemas 

British Empire Films will sell 
product to the Hoyts’ Melbourne 
urban loop. Sold previously to the 
Melbourne indies. 

British film star John Mills ru- 
mored to visit here next year to do 
a couple of straight plays. prob- 
ably under Minerva management. 

Mort Allen, here to make a deal 
for the hygiene pic, “Mom and 
Dad.” may sign contract with Brit- 
ish Empire Films via g.m. Gordon 
D. Ellis. 

Seats are still selling 
months ahead for “Annie Get 
Your Gun” at Royal, Sydney, for 
J. C. Williamson. Show has been 
running four months now. 


Chips Rafferty will start his new | 


pic here for Ealing early next year. 
He’s to costar with British comic 
Tommy Trinder. Rafferty is pres- 
ently in London for ‘Eureka Stock- 





ade” debut. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Fulton theatre has installed a 


television set in its lobby. 

Singer Bob St. Clair has left for 
the West Coast to try his luck 

Frank Fay company of “Harvev” 
booked for Nixon week of Jan. 19 

Copa has already set Connee 
Boswell for its first anni show in 
March. 

Priscilla Dodge, Tech drama 
graduate, now doing TV work in 
New York. 

Happy Felton flew in from N.Y. 
to be at bedside of his critically- 
ailing father. 

Patsy Bolton, local kid 
making film debut in an 
“Shamrock Hill.” 

Russel Swan signed to 


singer, 
indie, 


head 


pan- | 


three | 


three , 


| New Year's Week show at Jackie | 


Heller’s Carousel. 
' Evans Family and Bob Bromley 
head the new bill at William Penn 
Hotel’s Terrace Room. 

Bobby Dickey, Charlie Spivak’s 


drummer, has received his march-' 


ing orders from Uncle Sam. 
Jackie Heller made honorary 

member of Jewish War Veterans 

in recognition for his USO work. 


| Jim Hughes here ahead of “Des- | 
‘ert Song’ and Ted Goldsmith in! 
drum-beating “Finian’s Rainbow.” | 


Ted Goldsmith in town~beating 
drums for ‘“Finian’s 


two weeks. 

Woods and Bray did a musical 
short with Frankie Masters band 
at Universal before coming back to 
Nixon Cafe. 


Rege Cordic, WWSW announcer, 


new secretary of AFRA, replacing 
Florence Sando, recently elevated 
to presidency. 


. 
Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Ken Evans, ex of WMAL-ABC, 
named news editor for WOIC, 
town’s new TY station. 

Hardie Meakin, RKO rep, chair- 
man of committee in charge of 
floats for Inaugural Parade. 

Ray Morgan, WWDC §ssports- 
caster, doubling as disk jockey in 
a new 15-minute afternoon airer. 

Sammy Kaye band due in to 
play at New Year’s Eve dance at 
mammoth D.C. National Guard 
Armory. 

Albert L. Warner, 
Washington news bureau chief, 
back on air after three months on 
sick list. 


Evelyn Knight, due here to 
spend Christmas with her family, 
skedded for a radio stint over 


WOL-Mutual. 

Barnee Breeskin, Shoreham Ho- 
tel Blue Room maestro made a re- 
quest p.a. at the Cuban Embassy. 


last week to play for the Presi- 
dents of U. S. and Cuba. 

NBC newscasters Ray Henle, 
Ned Brooks and Felix Morley 
aired their Sunoco “Three Star 
Final” from Walter Reed _ hospi- 
tal last Monday for benefit of vets 
and medicos. 


Dublin 
| By Maxwell Sweeney 

Hamburg State Opera Co. 
|Skedded for spring visit. 

Jimmy Hanley vacationing here 
with actress-wife Dinah Sheridan. 

Arthur Abeles, managing direc- 
tor of Warner Bros., here to o0.o. 
Irish biz. 

Abbey playwright Lennox Rob- 
inson awarded honorary degree by 
Dublin Univ. 
| Shaw’s “Simpleton of the Unex- 
pected Isles’ skedded for revival 
here next month. 

R. C. McKew, Irish manager of 
Central Film Distributors, marking 
his 25th year with them. 

Hypnotist Richard Payne, sked- 
ded for Theatre Royal in late Jan- 
ial act of its type to play 

ere. 

The Antlers, Eire radio’s top 
male quartet, inked by Mitchels- 
town Dairy Products for sponsored 
show. 

Liam Redmond has acquired 
London rights for M. J. Molloy’s 
Abbey play, “The King of Friday’s 
Men.” 

Hilton Edwards and Michael 
MacLiammoir to revive burlesque 
of 104-year-old meller, “The Drunk- 


ard or The Fallen Saved,” as 
Christmas show at the Gates the- 
atre. 


20th-Fox will send a location unit 
to Ireland next spring to do exteri- 
ors for “The Quiet Man,” based on 
'a story by Irish writer Maurice 


Walsh. Victor MaclLaglen, John! 
Wayne and Maureen O'Hara will 
star. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

Reissue of “Gone With the 
Wind” big success on Metro cir- 
cuit. 

“Oklahoma!” to be Christmas at- 
traction at His Majesty’s, Johan- 
nesburg. 

Johannesburg and Cape Town 
ballet companies appearing at AI- 
hambra theatre, Cape Town. 

Location shots at present being 
made in Kimberley district for new 


Gainsborough film, “Diamond 
Cay, 
tay Phoenix, former British 


Movietone cameraman, here free- 


lancing film shorts for distribution | 


in U. S. 

Sarah Sylvia presenting season 
of Yiddish plays at His Majesty’s, 
Johannesburg. Most of company 
came from Argentina. 

Gideon Roos, director of South 


Africa Broadcasting Corp, now in| 


Holland studying broadcasting ar- 
rangements there. Will follow 
With visit to Canada. 





Rainbow,” | 
which Nixon gets Monday (27) for} 


Mutual’s | 


$$$ 


Hollywood 


| Lou Costello laid up with fly 
| Shirley Temple ailing : 
| Virus X. 

Alan Ladd and Sue Caro 
turned from England. 

Leroy Prinz home from hospital 
after gall bladder operation. 
| Mickey Neilan to Motion Picture 
Country Home Hospital for gyp. 
gery. 

Desi Arnaz band opens Jan, 14 
in Omaha on a tour winding up in 
Strand, N. Y. 

Paramount Studio Club enter. 
| tained 800 kids at its 15th annua} 
| Christmas party. 

Bing Crosby will celebrate 
Christmas by opening his new Pep. 
ble Beach home. 

Betty McCrossin Allen and Jesse 
L. Lasky, Jr., announced Dec. 3] 
as their wedding day. 

Ben Holzman suffered a relapse 


} 


l re. 


after showing signs of recovery 
from a recent illness. ; 


Maria Montez going out on road 
to plug “Siren of Atlantis,” of 
which she has a stake. 

Glenn McCarthy in from Texas 
to supervise the final editing of his 
first picture, “Green Promise.” 

George Jessel will emcee a din- 
ner at Biltmore Bowl, Dec. 29, for 
national convention of Sigma Al].- 
pha Mu frat. 

Al Jolson is presenting his $160.- 
'000 Mulholland Drive estate to the 
Cedars of Lebanon hospital as a 
Christmas gift. 

Gary Cooper returned to work 
at Warners after four days in the 
hospital with throat trouble 
brought on by fog scenes in “Task 


Force.” 
Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Pupi Campo’s unit into Saxony. 

Freddie Calo orch into Sherry 
Frontenac. 

Buddy Lester 
Gracie Barrie show 
ary. 

Delano, Sherry Frontenac, Monte 
Carlo and Sea-Surfcomber hotels 
all opened in last 10 days despite 
prediction they wouldn’t make it 
in time for New Years. 

Biggest opening stanza in history 
of area is taking place this week 
| with Beachcomber, Copa City, Co- 


added to 
in Janu- 


wil be 
late 


{lonial Inn, La Boheme, Monte 
Carlo and China Doll launching 
| their spots. 

Leon Kramer, vet vauder side- 


lined by leg injury for years, who 
returned to show biz last year at 
Copa, now in Chicago hospital for 
operation which may have him 
walking again. 


Germany 

ONDIA has released 
Mittwoch Abend” (“Our 
,day Evening’”’). 

Iris Film Productions, of Ham- 
burg. has completed shots on the 
Dogger Bank in the North Sea for 
a documentary on deep sea fishing. 

Diehl Bros. of Grafelfing, near 
Munich, once widely known for 
their fairy tale films, have been 


“Unser 
Wednes- 


licensed by Military Government 
to make pix. 

Two Belgian, one French, one 
Italian, one English, two Dutch 
and two Danish shows are current- 
ly touring the Allied Civilian 
Shows circuit. 


First German orchestra to ven- 


ture into Switzerland since the 
war, the Stuttgart Chamber or- 


chestra, got a good reception in 
Zurich. Director was Hans Munch- 
inger ; 

Wurttemberg State Theatre in 
Esslingen, founded 30 years a89, 
in bankruptcy. Reorganization un- 
der way with new group headed by 
Gottfried Haass-Berkow, present 
manager. 

The new 1,200-seat Rhine-Ruhr 
| Hall in Duishberg-Hochfeld recent- 
ly completed after 2!2 years © 
construction is rated one of the 
technically most complet theatres 
/in Western Germany. 

Heinz Klingenberg plays_ the 
leading male role in Camera Films 
“Die Zeit Mit Dir’ (‘The Time 
With You”). He’s also doubling 12 
stage parts at the German Schate 
spielhaus in Hamburg. 

German film — produciion has 
been climbing since currency Té 
form. Releases total 32 while five 
are ready but not released. Fou 
teen films are in the cutting rooms 
and 10 are still in production. 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
Hildegarde and Anna Sosenko 
due in for Christmas holidays for 
rest prior to Las Vegas openings. 

Peacock Court of Mark Hopkins 
to reopen following extensive T 
modeling on New Year's Eve with 
| Jean Sablon. 

Tony Martin to Venetian Room 
of Fairmont. Martin and Jerr) 
Lewis came out a week sooner 
i than scheduled, 
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c. AUBREY SMITH 
sir Charles Aubrey Smith, 85, 
eteran Anglo-American stage and | 
cauet actor, died in his home in 
Beverly Hills Dec. 20 trom double 
neumonia after a brief illness. He 
as best known for his character- 
pee of British aristocrats and 


jzations ; 
ional officers in | numerous 
Hollywood films in which he ap- 


peared ones start of his film 
ees te, Leb. 

a reside of Hollywood for the 
vast 20 years, Smith was a leader 
Mf the British colony m the film 
a yital. He was knighted in 1944 
King George VI for cementing 
A merican-British relations through 
his work in and out of films. In 


his long theatrical history which 
hegan in 1892 he had been hon- 
aved by three different sritish 
ings 

' Smith had Just completed his 
role in “Little Women” at Metro 


and was pre paring for a part in the 
studio’s upcoming “The Forsyte 
Saga” when he was stricken last 
Friday (17). Among recent films in 


which he was featured are _“For- 
ever Yours,” “Cluny Brown” and 
“High Conquest.” His last stage 


appearance in New York was with 
Grace George in “Spring Again” at 
the Henry Miller theatre In 1941. 

He made his stage debut in 1892 
with the Tapping & Cartwright Co 
of England, a stock company which 
toured the provinces. During the 
next decades he appeared with 
Ellen Terry. Sir John Hare, Sir 
Johnston Forbes-Robertson, Mrs 
Patrick Campbell, Cyril Maude 
Maude Adams, Billie Burke and 
Ethel Barrymore, among others. 

His first American tour was In 
1896 when he appeared with Sir 
John Hare in “The Notorious Mrs. 
Ebbsmith.” Later he was seen in 
the U. S. in “Hamlet,” “‘The Light 
That Failed,” “The Morals of Mar- 
cus,” “The Constant Wife,” and 
“The Bachelor Wife.” 

In 1915 he was signed for his 
first film role in “Builder of 
Bridges” for the Frohman Amus. 
Corp.. whose studios were on 10th 
avenue in New York. After doing 
several more films in England to- 
gether with his legit work, he went 
to Hollywood in 1930 to appear in 
“The Bachelor Father’ and made 
his home there ever since. 

Among the long list of films in 
which he played, the characteriza- 
tions for which he is best known 
were roles in “The White Cliffs of 


Dover,’ “Adventures of Mark 
Twain,’ “Madame Curie,” “A Bill 
for Divorcement,” “‘The Prisoner of 


Zenda,” “Lives of a Bengal Lancer,” 
“Waterloo Bridge,” “The Crusades,” 


“The Hurricane,” “Lloyds of Lon- 
don,” .“Sixty Glorious Years,” 
“Four Feathers,” ‘Kidnapped,”’ 


and “Rebecca.” 

He is survived by wife, the for- 
mer Isabel Mary Wood, whom he 
married 52 years ago. 


WILLIAM ARMS FISHER 

William Arms Fisher, 87, com- 
poser, author and for 40 years pub- 
lishing manager and editor for the 
Oliver Ditson Co., Boston music 
publishers, died in Brookline, 
Mass., Dee. 19. 

Born in San Francisco, he was 
associated with the Ditson Co. 
from 1897 to 1937, serving as vice 
president as well as manager and 
editor. 


His compositions included 75 
part songs and anthems. 60 Irish 
songs and a volume of Negro 


Spirituals. He also made numerous 
arrangements, including “Going 
Home, and edited the Musicians 
Library, the Music Students Li- 
brary, the Music Students Piano 
Course and a course of study in 
music understanding. 
Fisher Was the author of “Notes 
on Music in Old Boston,” “Ye Old 
New, England Psalm Tunes,” “The 
Music that Washington Knew.’ 
or Hundred and Fifty Years of 
Music Publishing in the United 
States” and “Musie Festivals in 
“ee States.” 
_ tte leaves his wife, . “mer 
ioe edarich e, the forme 





ROY C. JONES 
Roy C. Jones, 62, retired theatre 


ager and film booker, died in 
a City, Dee. 6. Born in 
ashington, Mo., Jones had behind 


ne, 2 span of 50 years of active 
recta 1% participation, including 
con \ every branch. He joined a 
to show at the age of seven. Later 
Wescan, a spieler at the St. Louis 

d’s Fair 


enseneed and there met Tod 
te wning and joined him in a 
uring show. When the unit 


reached the Coast Jones became a 

Cameraman for Pathe. 

ee he managed theatres for 

a ~ rg wo in Missouri. He 

and aft a heart attack in 1942. 

ef an ter that was placed in charge 
Short subject booking for the 


ARIES 


circuit in the home office in Kan- 
sas City. He retired in 1945. 
Survived by wife and a brother. 








CHARLES R. HAMMERSLOUGH 


Charles Rohr Hammerslough, 53, 
former theatrical producer, died in 
New York, Dec. 14. In _ recent 
years he had been veepee and gen- 
eral manager of Sentinel Fabrics 
Corp. in New York. 

Born in New York. he at one 
time was associated with Klaw & 
Erlanger in the production of the 
musical, “‘Velvet Lady,” and later 
on his own produced “Midnight,” 


starring Pauline Lord, and ‘“March 
yn.” His last production, ““Gran- 
ite,’ had a brief run at the Van- 
derbilt theatre, N. Y., in 1936. 


Survived by wife and son, 


CHARLES H. HUNTLEY 


Charles Henry Huntley, 70. who 
wrote ae series of Your Home 
Town” programs’ presented’ by 
General Electric Company over 
WGY. Schenectady, and who ap- 
peared in them as “Mr. Old Citi- 
zen,’ died Dec. 15 at his home in 
that city. In addition to “Your 
Home Town” series, he wrote a 
number of holiday season pro- 
grams, including “The Three Un- 
wise Men’ and “Christmas Trees 
Grow Everywhere.” 


Survived by a wife 
ter, brother and sister. 


son, daugh- 


MRS. ROSE GERSHWIN 


Mrs. Rose Gershwin, 71, mother 
of the late George Gershwin, com- 
poser, and Ira Gershwin, lyricist 
died at her home in New York Dec 


15. She was founder of the $1,000 
Gershwin Memorial Award to 
voung American composers, award- 
ed annually in memory of her son 


She had also been active in other 
philanthropic projects. 
She leaves another son, Arthu 


Gershwin, also a composer; % 
daughter, Mrs. Leopold Godowsky, 
Jr., wife of the son of the pianist, 
and a sister. 


CLIFFORD JONES 
Clifford Jones, 41, radio actor, 
writer and producer, died after a 
heart attack at Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 
18. He had been an announcer 
at WGR there and later appeared 
in his own radio production on the 


same station. 
Until recently he conducted a 
quiz program for station WHAM, 


Rochester, and at time of death 
had been preparing a new radio 
series 


Survived by wife. 


JOSEPH J. DOUGHNEY 


Joseph J. Duoghney, 54, an exec- 
utive in the budgets and statistical 
department of Paramount Pictures, 
died after a heart attack at his 
home in New York, Dec. 17. 

Born in New York and graduated 
from New York University, Dough- 
ney joined Par in 1920. He had 
successively climbed to the execu- 
tive post under vice-president Paul 
Raibourn at the time of his death. 

Survived by wife. two sons, two 
daughters and two sisters. 


LEON FRIEDMAN 

Leon Friedman, 68, newspaper- 
man and press agent. died in Fort 
Worth, Tex., Dec. 15. 

Friedman had been associated 
with the late Florenz Ziegfeld for 
over 20 years, during which he 
publicized successive editions of 


“Ziegfeld Follies” and Anna Held 
starrers. He later left Ziegfeld to 


become business manager for 
George White for latter’s “Scan- 
dals’” and other productions. 


JOHN ANSELL 


John Ansell, 74, composer and 
conductor, died in London, Dec 
14. He composed a number of op- 
erettas. including “Violette,” and 
many orchestral works and songs 

Ansell had also been musical di- 
rector for the Alhambra, Playhouse 
and Winter Garden in London and 
for a time had conducted programs 
for British Broadcasting Co. 


COZETTE VOLTAIRE 

Cozette Voltaire Cofasso, former 
showgirl in the “Ziegfeld Follies’ 
and George White's “Scandals,” 
died in New York, Dec. 14 

Survived by husband, who is on 
the staff of the Persian Room vf 
Plaza hotel, N. Y.. and a sister, 
who is wife of Phil Coscia, booker 
with the Edward Sherman agency 


William McCool 61 former 


vaude performer, died in’ New 
York. Dec. 15. For many vears he 
had appeared in the vaude act 
known as Nip & Tuck. 

He was the brother of Tommy 
Nip, also a performer, but now 


head of his own dance school in 
New York. 
ELIZABETH DUNCAN 

Elizabeth Duncan, older sister of 
isadora Duncan, dancer, died in 
Tuebingen, Germany, Nov. 8, ac- 
cording to word received by rela- 
tives in this country last week. She 
was in her late 70s. 

She had been head of her own 
dance school in Stuttgart at time 
of death. 


WALTER T. BERGENER 
Walter T. Bergener, 46, band- 
leader- and one-time organist for 
WTAM, collapsed while directing 
his band at Hotel Cleveland in that 
city. Dec. 14. and died while be- 
ing taken to hospital. 


STEVE DRAKE 


Dale- Laurence Fink, 25, actor 
known professionally as Steve 
Drake, died in Burbank. Cal., Dee 
19 of injuries sustained in auto 
collision 

He had appeared in several 
western films 

OTTO HEIN 

Otto Hein, founder of Wiener 

J3oheme Verlag, prominent music 


publishing company, died in Vienna 
Dec. 10, after a heart attack. He 
published the songs of Robert Stolz, 
Hermann Leopoldi and others. 


ROBERT C. 


McKEAN 
Robert Clayton McKean, 58, 
president of Caravel Films, Inc., 
producers of educational and _ in- 


dustrial motion pictures, died at 
his home in New York, Dec. 15. 
Survived by wife and two sons. 


Wife of John Roberts, buyyer 
for the Comerford circuit, died 
in Seranton, Pa., Dec. 17. 

\ son survives 


the The 
died in 


Bowery 
Locri, 


proprietor of 
Nitery, Detroit, 
Italy, Dec. 18. 

Edward Kinsella, 56, husband of 
Helen Hoerle, w.k. legit press- 
agent, died in N. Y. Dec. 15 after 
a long illness. 

Wife of Homer Van Pelt, Colum- 
bia cameraman, died Dee. 15 in 
Hollywood. 





Father, 79, of Jack Fife, asso- 
ciate in the Paul Kohner Agency, 
died in Hollywood Dec. 18. 

Jessie Myrtle Lingo, 67, former 
film inspector at Metro, died Dec. 
15 in Hollywood. 


Robert Polfus, 36. theatre man- 
ager, died in Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Gladys Glad to Arthur F. Gott- 
lieb. Dee. 14, Ottawa. Bride is 


widow of former columnist and 
film producer Mark Hellinger; he’s 
a theatre owner. 

Mrs. Margaret Pumphrey to Vic- 
tor McLaglen, Reno, Dec. 19. He's 
the film actor. 

Lucy Hillary to Gordon E. Cole. 
Jr.. St. Mary’s City, Md., recently. 
Bride is a legit and radio actress. 

Diana Lynn to John C. Lindsay. 
Hollywood, Dec. 18. Bride is a 
screen actress. 

Molly May Weber to Fred S. 
Meyer, Hollywood, Dec. 16. He's 
‘director of personnel and_ indus- 
trial relations at 20th-Fox. 

Gloria Harris to Sidney Mills, 
in New York, Dec. 18. He is son 
of Jack Mills. music publisher, and 
himself exec of the firm. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Fedderson, 
son. San Francisco, Dec. 14. Father 
is general manager of KLAC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Tepper. daugh- 
ter, Brooklyn, Dec. 12. Father is a 


songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Ray, son. 
Chicago, Dec. 11. Father is a nitery 
comic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willie Johnson, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 


Father is a member of the Jubal- 
aires vocal group. 


Mr. and Mrs. George C. Wilson, 
daughter, Hollywood, Dec. 13. 
Child is the granddaughter of 
Ailen Wilson, Republie studio 
head 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Fisher, son, 


New York. Dec. 10. Father is disk 
jockey on WINS. N. Y.; mother was 


formerly with The Philadelphia 
Record ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Mever Levin, son, 
Paris, recently Mother is film 


actress Tereska Torres; father is a 


novelist and screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kormi- 
chak. son. Pittsburgh, Dec. 9 
Father's with WPIT 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Sieburg, 


Dec. 15 
Sy m- 


daughter, Pittsburgh. 
Father's with Pittsburgh 
phony Orch ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Len O'Connor. 
daughter, Chicago, Dec. 16. Father 
is newscaster at WMAQ, Chicago. 























In this she evinced a true under- 
standing of what public wants, and 
scored once again on loanout to 
20th-Fox in “Cry of the City.” 
McNally New Heavy 
Stephen McNally is a bright light 
among the new faces of the year. As 
heavy of U’s “Rogues’ Regiment’ 
he almost outdid hero Dick Powell. 
Previously, he was the heavy who 
attacked Jane Wyman in Warners’ 
“Johnny Belinda.” He now has a 
top role with Barbara Stanwyck in 
“The Gambling Lady” at U. 
Patricia Neal likewise’ shines 
forth, having made a mark for her- 
self since arriving from Broadway 
legit although hasn't yet been 
seen by public. Her screen bow is 
the lead in Warners’ “John Loves 
Mary,” followed by femme star role 


she 


in same company’s “The Fountain- 
head,’ opposite Gary Cooper. She's 
now in England for her studio as 


co-star of “The Hasty Heart.” All 
three as vet unreleased 

Warners also has Doris Day, who 
debuted in “Romance on the High 
Seas.”’ She displayed such a facile 
charm in this musical that studio 
immediately cast her for lead in 
“My Dream Is Yours,’ and then 
in “Two Guys and a Gal.” Michael 


Curtiz now plans to star her in a 
musical rendition of ‘Calamity 
Jane.” 


Eagle-Lion may be a smaller lot 
but it has promising talent, includ- 
ing Scott Brady, who first came 
into prominence in top spot in 
“Canon City.” Studio liked him so 
well they cast him in “He Walked 
By Night,” and has ambitious plans 
for him when studio reopens. Rich- 
ard Basehart, another EL find, 
scored heavily in latter pic’s star 
role. 

RKO, too, has Ruth Roman, a 
talented beginner, who made first 
appearance in “‘The Window,” after 


a small role in Leo McCarey’s 
“Good Sam.’ Studio loaned her 
then to Edward Alperson for 
femme lead in “Belle Starr’s 
Daughter.” 

Paramount's entry in newer 


ranks is Wanda Hendrix, who gets 
|her big break in “Miss Tatlock’s 
Millions.” She acquitted herself so 
befittingly in this that 20th-Fox 
borrowed her for femme lead op- 
posite Tyrone Power in “The 
Prince of Foxes,’ made in Italy. 
First appearances were rung up 
by whole flock of new faces, many 
of them slated for better breaks as 
result of their introductory work. 
Colleen Townsend teed off what 
many believe will be a big career 


in 20th-Fox’s “The Walls of Jeri- 
cho.” On same lot, there was Vir- 
ginia McDowall, sister of Roddy, 
in “The Fan;” Helen Ford, in 
“Apartment for Peggy;’” Kathleen 
Hughes, Los Angeles high school 
girl, in “Mother Is a Freshman;” 


Betty Lynn, from Broadway stage, 
in same picture, and who made her 
screen bow as baby-sitter in ‘“‘Sit- 
ting Pretty.” Debra Paget is an- 
other, bowing in “Cry of the City,” 
and Bill Callahan—back on Broad- 
way in Mike Todd's musical—got 
his chance in “Chicken Every Sun- 
day.” 
U's New Femmes 

At Universal, Helena Carter was 

selected by Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 


for his femme lead in “The 
O'Flynn,” and company also has 
Luba Malina, brought from New 


York stage for ‘““Mexican Hayride.” 
Meg Randall was in “Criss Cross,” 
so was James Curtis. Marta Toren 
followed her debut in “Casbah” 
with top femme spot in ‘Rogues’ 
Regiment.” 

Julie London distinguished her- 
self for vivid performance in ‘Tap 
Roots,” and John Drew Colt, ‘son 
of Ethel Barrymore) and Joe Cook, 
Jr., appeared in “You Gotta Stay 
Happy.’ Lot also has Whitfield 
Connor, in “Tap Roots,” and Carol 
Yorke in “A Letter From an Un- 
known Woman.” 

Joanne Dru, who actually made 
her screen bow couple of years ago 
in ‘“‘Abie’s Irish Rose,”’ got her real 
sendoff as femme lead in Howard 
Hawks’ “Red River,” and followed 
that in Argosy’s “She Wore a Yel- 
low Ribbon.” Now she's in top 
femme spot in Columbia’s “All the 
King’s Men.” 

At latter studio, John Baragrey 
made fine impression as bullfighter 
in “Loves of Carmen,” and Arnold 
Moss likewise scored for his inter- 
pretation of the colonel. Santana’s 
discovery is Susan Perry, who ap- 
peared opposite Humphrey Bogart 
in “Knock On Any Door.” 

John Derek is still another at Co- 
lumbia, appearing in “Door” and 
going trom that into “All the King’s 


Bumper Crop of New Faces 


Continued from page 1 








Men.” There is too, Terry Moore, 
who got her chance first in “Return 
of October.” 

Paul Douglas, from New York 
cast of “Born Yesterday,” is also 
an actor of parts, very much to be 
considered in any lineup of new 
players on the screen. Douglas 
gives sock performance in 20th- 
Fox's “A Letter to Three Wives,” 
and is slated to be one of topsters 
of the film future. 

John Agar is well on his way to 


prominence now, after his initial 
appearance in “Fort Apache,” fol- 
lowing this with “Baltimore Esca- 
pade,” at RKO, and “She Wore a 


Argosy also has 


an Oklahoma cowboy 


Yellow Ribbon 
Ben Johnson 


who makes his first lens appear- 
ance in “Mr. Joseph Young of 
‘Africa,’ followed that with “Yellow 
Ribbon,” and 


will go to Africa in 

the spring for “Great Adventure.” 
Warners Septet 

Warners’ lineup is nicely calcu- 

lated to bring forth a rosy future, 

Joan Chandler impressed with her 

work as the dead man’s fiancee in 


“Rope;” Harry Lewis impressed 


likewise as young killer in “Key 
Largo;” and James Mitchell, star 
of “Brigadoon” on Broadway, went 
first into “The House Across the 
Street.” Phyllis Coates also was 
in this film. James Holden rang 


bell in “Fighter Squadron 

Gordon MacRae also is high up 
on studio’s hope list, for his work 
in “The Big Punch,” then in 
“Somewhere in the City Barbara 
Bates, too, is on her way, particu- 
larly for her work with Errol 
Flynn in “Don Juan.” 

Before Enterprise went kaput it 
brought Beatrice Pearson from 
Broadway to appear opposite John 
Garfield in “Force of Evil,” and 
same company, with Marie Wind- 
sor under pact, loaned her to 
Samuel Bischoff for George Raft's 
leading lady in “Outpost in 
Morocco.” Laura Elliott is a fresh 
newcomer, ticketed by Paramount, 
who was femme lead in Pine- 
Thomas’ “Special Agent,’ and 
who’s going places. 

Two freelancers who are also on 
their way are Arthur Franz, from 
Broadway cast of “Command De- 
cision,” making his film debut in 
Frank Seltzer’s “Jungle Patrol,” 
and Nancy Olson, set by Nat Holt 
for femme lead in “Canadian 


Pacific.” 
Other standout newcomers in- 
clude Lois Butler, in Eagle-Lion’s 


“Mickey;” Alfonso Bedoya, Mexi- 
can actor bowing in Warners’ 
“Treasuse of the Sierra Madre” and 
brought to Hollywood by Republic 
for “Angel On the Amazon”; 
Pedro Armendariz, Argosy’s “The 
Fugitive,’ “Fort Apache,’ “She 
Wore a_ Yellow’ Ribbon;” Lex 
Barker, Sol Lesser’s ‘‘Tarzan and 
the Fountain of Youth.” and set 
for the entire Tarzan series. 

Still others are Olive Deering, 
Paramount's “Samson and De- 
lilah;” Beverly Wills, daughter of 
Joan Davis, in Eagle - Lion’s 
“Mickey; Patricia Medina, U's 
“The O'Flynn.” 

On moppet side, little Gigi Per- 


reau. made her first screen ap- 
pearance in Samuel yoldwyn’'s 
“Enchantment,” and laid review- 


ers low with the deep poignancy 
of her acting. She's cinch te be the 
outstanding child actress of 1949, 
She also scores in U's “Family 
Honeymoon.” 


Bookings 15°. Off 
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ever, bonifaces are confident that 
by the afternoon of Dec. 31, all 
space will have been spoken for, 
and niteries will again be forced to 


close their doors shortly after 
opening that night. 
However, indications point to 


considerably lower grosses for that 
night. Not only are the general 
run of minimums lower than last 
year, but it’s felt that more cus- 
tomers will try to keep spending 
within the minimums. 

For the past few vears, there’s 
been a discernible trend to lower 
individual checks on the holiday. 
It’s now axiomatic among bonifaces 
that the rate of early reservations 
indicates the size of the checks. 
When space is sold out long in ad- 
vance, it’s a sign that prospective 
customers already have the where- 
withal—and are anxious to blow 
the roll. Slow count of reserved 
space indicates that customers are 
still making up their mind and if 
they do wind up in a cafe, they'll 
watch the size of the check. 
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SHE 1S THE SINGING STAR ; 
OF THE THURSDAY EVENING 


CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB 
aud ¢s rated-- 
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Billboard | 
Disc Jockey Poll | 
Billboard | 
College Poll | 
Eddie Hubbard’s | 
Chesterfield Poll 
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